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Versant 4 Skills Essential Test

The Versant 4 Skills Essential Test assesses the productive
(speaking and writing) and passive (listening and reading)
communication skills that are necessary for effective
workplace communication. It is used by organizations
around the world to aid recruitment. The test provides an
Overall score plus scores for Speaking, Listening, Reading,
and Writing.

This guide will help you understand the questions that will
be asked in the test and provides tips for answering. You
can use it to develop useful strategies for the test day.

The test is divided into six parts based on the question
types as shown in the table. Each part starts with
instructions and a sample item. Each question is timed, and
the total length of the test is approximately 30 minutes.

As well as reading this guide, we recommend that you
request a free unscored sample test. You can also buy a
scored practice test to review your skills.

Item type Skill(s) tested Items in test
Repeat (Part A) Speaking 16
Sentence Builds .

(Part B) Speaking 8
Conversations . .

(Part C) Listening 12
Sentence Completion .

(Part D) Reading 18
Dictation (Part E) Listening and Writing 14
Passage Reconstruction , -

(Part F) Reading and Writing 2
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Skills tested

The following table describes the skills assessed and scored by the test. An example score report is provided at the end of the guide.

Skill Definition

Overall Ability Overall Ability represents the ability to understand spoken and written English and respond appropriately in speaking and
writing on everyday and workplace topics, at an appropriate pace and in intelligible English. Scores are based on a weighted
combination of four sub-scores described below: Speaking, Listening, Writing, and Reading.

Speaking Speaking reflects the ability to produce English phrases and clauses in complete sentences. The score is based on the ability to
produce consonants, vowels, and stress in an intelligible manner, use accurate syntax, and appropriate rhythm, phrasing, and
timing.

Listening Listening measures the ability to understand specific details and main ideas from everyday and workplace English speech. The

score is based on the ability to track meaning and infer the message from English that is spoken at a conversational pace.

Writing Writing tests the ability to produce written English texts at functional pace. The score is based on the ability to present ideas
and information in a clear and logical sequence, use a wide range of appropriate words as well as a variety of sentences
structures.

Reading Reading assesses the ability to understand written English texts. The score is based on the ability to extract the meaning of the

text as well as infer the message behind it at a functional speed and respond appropriately.
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Access to the test

The Versant 4 Skills Essential Test is taken online and autoscored using Pearson's highly trusted, state-of-
the-art technology. Results are available in minutes. To take the test you will need:

- Test instructions and a Test Identification Number from your test administrator.

- Access to a computer.

- A good internet connection.

- An up-to-date web browser or the Versant Computer Delivered Testing (CDT) software (for
Windows).

- Headphones with a microphone boom connected to your computer.

- A quiet room where you can work without interruptions throughout the 30 minute test.

Your test administrator may also ask you to take the test using a remotely monitored system. You will
be notified in advance if this is the case.
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Navigating the test

« To start the test, you will be asked to enter the Test Identification Number to ensure the test is valid.

* You will then be asked to go through some system checks to ensure your audio and microphone are working.

« Once the questions begin, an examiner's voice will guide you through the test and explain how to answer the
different types of questions.

« Each new Part starts with an instruction screen and a sample item, so you know what is expected.

« Each question is timed, and a timer is shown on the screen.

* In some cases, the system detects when you have finished responding and presents the next item.

« If you do not complete an answer in the allowed time, your work will be saved and scored as it is.

« Ifyou finish an answer early and have checked it, click Next to move on to the next question.

* You can only move forward - it is not possible to go back to a previous question or re-record an answer.
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General tips

« Some questions require a recorded spoken response and some a written answer.
« Answers to speaking questions are recorded so make sure you are in a quiet room with no background noise
(even loud fans and air conditioning can cause interference).
* Ensureyour headset is properly connected (to avoid static or technical issues).
* Speak clearly at a normal volume (don't shout or whisper).
* Speak at a normal speed (do not rush or speak extra slowly).
* Consider which words need to be stressed.
* Pay attention to punctuation (e.g., commas, and periods) as these will give you clues for pauses in your
speech.
« Use the timer to keep track especially for longer written answers.

A video with tips for test takers is also available online.
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Part A: Repeat

Instructions

o Repeat

Please repeat each sentence that you hear.

Instructions

You hear: You say:

Click to hear

instructions "Leave town on the next train."

"Leave town on the next train."

® *®

Example question

Q Repeat 1/16

Repeat what you heard.

What will you have to do?

* You will hear a number of sentences

* You be asked to repeat each one.

« You must repeat it exactly as you heard it.
« You will have 15 seconds to answer.

What skills are being tested?

 This tests Speaking skills. It evaluates how well you understand and
reproduce a given sentence using accurate sentence structure as
well as good pronunciation and fluency.
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Repeat

« Listen to the prompt.

« Consider the meaning of the sentence.

« Repeat what you heard using the same voice and tone (e.g., try to use the same rhythm, pauses,
and intonation) that you heard in the recording.

« Start speaking within 6 seconds or the test will move on to the next question.

You can practice by listening to the prompt below.

Click to hear
the prompt
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Part B: Sentence Builds

Instructions

e Sentence Builds Instructions

Please rearrange the word groups into a sentence.

You hear: You say:

Click to hear
instructions "was reading"..."my mother"..."her "My mother was reading her favorite
favorite magazine* magazine. "

Example question

e Sentence Builds 1/8

Rearrange the word groups into a sentence.

What will you have to do?

« You will hear three short phrases.

« The phrases will be in a random order.

« You must rearrange them into a sentence.

« You will have 15 seconds to answer by speaking aloud.

What skills are being tested?

 This question tests your Speaking skills including your
understanding of how sentences are structured, fluency, and
pronunciation.
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Sentence Builds

» Listen carefully to the phrases.
« Consider what they mean and decide how they should be arranged.
« Start speaking within 8 seconds or the test will move on to the next question.

You can practice by trying the question below.

Click to hear
the prompt
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Part C: Conversations

Instructions

Q Conversations Instructions

You will hear a conversation between two people, followed by a question. Give a short,
simple answer to the question.

You hear: You say:

Click to hear
instructions Speaker 1: 'Lu?y. can you come to the office

early tomorrow?
Speaker 2: “Sure, what time?*
Speaker 1: “7:30 would be great.”

"Go to the office early." or "She will go
to the office at 7:30."

Question: "What will Lucy have to do tomorrfw
morning?*

What will you have to do?

* You will hear a short conversation between two people.

« You will be asked a question about the conversation.

« You will need to answer by saying a single word or a short
phrase.

Example question

e Conversations 1/12

Please listen.

What skills are being tested?

+ This task measures Listening skills including your ability to extract
information.
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Conversations

« Listen carefully to the conversation and what is being said.

« Consider what the question is asking.

* Provide a short, clear answer.

« Start speaking within 8 seconds or the test will move on to the next question.

You can practice by trying the question below.

Click to hear
the question
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Part D: Sentence Completion

Instructions Example question
Q Sentence Completion Instructions Q Sentence Completion 1/18
Please type one word that best fits the meaning of the sentence. Type only one word.
You will have 25 seconds for each sentence. Click “Next" when you are finished. CompIEte the sentence.
You see: You type:

Click to hear
Instructions : tonight. Bring your sweater. the roof of my house

| had to take out a loan from the | to cover the cost of replacing

What will you have to do? What skills are being tested?

* You will see a sentence or two with a missing word. + This question assesses Reading skills including your overall

« You must enter one word that best fits the meaning of the understanding of a short sentence and vocabulary.
sentence.

* You will have 25 seconds to answer.
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Sentence Completion

« Consider the overall meaning of the sentence.

« Look at the words either side of the gap and use your knowledge of grammar and
vocabulary to choose the missing word.

« Pay attention to spelling and capitalization.

*  Only type one word.

You can practice by completing the sentence below.

We all worked hard to find a solution to the
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Part E: Dictation

Click to hear
instructions

Instructions

e Dictation

Please type each sentence exactly as you hear it. You will have 25 seconds for each
sentence. Pay attention to spelling and punctuation. Click "Next" when you are finished.
After 25 seconds, your work will be saved automatically.

Instructions

You hear: You type:

Can you work on Monday? Can you work on Monday?

What will you have to do?

« You will hear a sentence spoken aloud.

« You will need to type the sentence word-for-word.
+ You will only hear the sentence once.

« You will have 25 seconds to type your answer.

Example question

G Dictation 1/14

Type what you heard.

What skills are being tested?

+ This question assesses Listening skills including how well you
understood a given sentence.

* It also tests how well you write a sentence you heard using
appropriate grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.
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Dictation

Listen to the sentence before you start typing.
Focus on the meaning of the passage to help you remember it.
Pay attention to spelling, capitalization and punctuation.

You can practice by trying the question below.

Click to hear
the prompt
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Part F: Passage Reconstruction

Click to hear
instructions

Instructions

G Passage Reconstruction Instructions

You will have 30 seconds to read a paragraph. After 30 seconds, the paragraph will

disappear from the screen. Then, you will have 90 seconds to reconstruct the paragraph.

Show that you understood the passage by rewriting it in your own words. Your answer
will be scored for clear and accurate content, not word-for-word memorization. After 90

seconds, your work will be saved automatically.

You read: You type:

Mike went for ten job interviews. At
offer after the final interview.

the last interview, he finally received a

job offer.

D

Mike had ten job interviews. He got an

What will you have to do?

« You will be asked to read a passage on the screen.
* You will need to rewrite it in your own words.

« The passage will disappear after 30 seconds.

« You will have 90 seconds to rewrite the passage.

Example question

G Passage Reconstruction 1/2

Please read the passage.

John quit his previous job a week ago. His new job will not start for another two

weeks. He decided to read as many books as he can while he was not working.

o~
iaa——-— 0236 @ Next

What skills are being tested?

+ This question tests how well you understood a given passage.
* It also assesses your ability to reproduce key points and details in
writing.
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Passage Reconstruction

* Make sure you understand the passage.

« Use your own words. Do not try to memorize all the words on the screen.
« Do not write a quick summary - include all the details you can.

« Pay attention to spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

« Write in complete grammatical sentences.

You can practice by rewriting the passage below in 90 seconds.

Thomas hates to clean. One day his mother asked him to
help clean the house. Thomas did not want his mother to
be mad at him. He decided to clean the kitchen. While he

was washing the dishes, he dropped a plate. It fell on the
floor and broke. He told his mother. She was upset, but
she forgave Thomas.
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Score

Score reports may be shared with you by the test administrator. They provide a score against internationally recognized scales (Global Scale of English,
CEFR and Versant scale) and summarize your ability overall and for specific skills. They also offer tips to improve so you can perform better in future tests.

Versant 4 Skills Essential Test

reports

(())) VERSANT yohn Doe

Test Completion Date (GMT) Test Identification Number (TIN)

15 January 2020 12345678

a

B+

@ Versant scores are aligned to the Global Scale of English (GSE). The GSE runs from 10 to 90, with clear statements of what a learner

can achieve at any point on the scale. Learn more at: hitpsi//www.pearson.c

lish/about/gse.htm|

Candidate easily handles a wide variety of
discourse and speaking styles, and can
Overall GSE Score contribute to a gar\ve—%acid discussion. Speech
is generally fluent, smooth and intelligible.
59 Candidate controls appropriate language
90  structures for speaking about complex material.
Candidate understands texts from a wide
variety of written genres, and can produce texts
for most purposes. Writing is usually effective
and clear,

@ Speaking @ Listening @ Reading @ Writing
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Understanding the Skills

Overall Score

The Overall score of the test represents the ability
to understand spoken and written English and
respond appropriately in speaking and writing on
everyday and workplace topics, at an appropriate
pace and in intelligible English. Scores are based
on a weighted combination of the four skill scores.

GSE

The Global Scale of English (GSE) is a standardized,

granular scale from 10 to 90, which measures
English language proficiency. Visit English.com/gse
to learn more

GSE 59/90 is equivalent to Versant 57/80

Current Capabilities in Detail

Speaking:
Current capabilities:

e produces some simg

Versant: 50/80 CEFR:B1

and meaningful sentences. Ca

ate rhythm but sc sections are uneven, Many words ¢

ome sounds are mispronounced
Q Tips to improve
 Practice providing an explanation of something related to your work or
something that you know a lot about

« Practice explaining your opinion on a current issue.

Listening: (R0

Current capabilities:
Cai

Versant: 62/80 CEFR: B2+

e follows

h of what is said around him/her on general topics provided

speech is clear, altho

ccasionally information is lost

Q Tips to improve:

o Practice listening to TV new

s ref
ion

ts and current affairs programs and

identifying the key inform
o Practice listening to complex podcasts and extracting the key points and

important details

Reading: 0

Current capabilities:

Candidate reads, understands, and responds

Versant: 57/80 CEFR: B2

) texts on everyday and workplace
topics at a moderate pace. In more complex texts, specific details will be lost
Q Tips to improve

o Practice reading and following the exchanges on a discussion board

website.
o Practice using an English dictionary to check the meaning of words, rather

than a bilingual dictionary

Writing:
Current capabilities:

ate writes clear, connected texts on a variety o

Versant: 60/80 CEFR: B2

bjects using a sufficient

»f grammatical structures and a g ge of common English words

Q Tips to improve:

¢ Practice writing detailed descriptions of people and places that you know

« Practice writing advice that you would give to a friend, including reasons

TIN: 12345678

Understanding the Skills

Speaking
ility to produce intelligible

on in everyday anc rkplace

score

sed on the ability to

ywels, and stress in a native
ike manner, use accurate syntax, and use

appropriate thythm, phrasing, and timing,

Listening

Listening reflects the ability to unde

tand specific

ails and main ide

rom everyday and workplace

ech. The score is based on the ability to track

meaning and Infer the message from English that is

poken at a conversational pace.

Reading

Reading reflects the ability to understand written

on everyday ar The

workplace topic

n the ability to operate at functional

ct details and main ideas, infer the

e, and construct mean

Writing

Writing reflects the ability to produce accurate and

ate written responses at a functional pace

jay and workplace topics. The score is

t information in a

hased on the abllity to pres

logical sequence, use a wil

range

ropriate

words, and a variety of sentence struc
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Need more help?

B Test

Try an unscored sample test on the
Versant web site.

Request a demo

Purchase a practice test online to assess
your own abilities and discover how you
can improve your skills.

Buy a practice test
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