
Chris 25 October 8.44 p.m.

Yesterday my last class was in the laboratory on the third fl oor.
I handed out a worksheet to my students but then I saw a fl y 
on the window. I picked up a textbook and tried to hit the fl y. 
I missed it but I hit the window and it broke. Just then the head 
teacher walked into the room.

Peter 25 October 8.52 p.m.

What did he say?

Chris 25 October 8.58 p.m.

He didn’t say anything but he 
wasn’t very happy.

EPIC TEACHER FAILS

Tell us about a time something embarrassing 

               happened to you in the classroom.EPIC TEACHER FAILS

1 THINK BACK Work in groups of three. Use the 
personality adjectives on page 8 to say what makes 
a good teacher. 

2  In pairs, describe the photo above. What’s happening? 
How are the people feeling? Then read the forum and 
match the photo with one of the stories 1–3. 

2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

Past Simple 

3 Read the forum again and answer the questions. 

1  Are the three stories about things in the present or 
things in the past? 

 2  How do the forum users write sentences a-g in the past? 

Present       Past
  a  I’m really nervous.  I  was  really nervous. 
  b   Are you OK?        you OK? 
  c   He isn’t very happy.   He     very happy. 
  d   I pick up a textbook.   I       up a textbook. 
  e   Do you hurt yourself?                you       yourself? 
  f   No, I don’t.    No, I      . 
  g   They don’t shout.    They      . 

Jill 25 October 8.15 p.m.

My Year 6 class did some projects for me last month. I told them 
their posters were fantastic and I wanted to put them up on the 
wall, so I took some drawing pins and stood on my chair. But the 
chair had wheels. It started to move. My pupils watched in silence 
as I rode my chair across the room.

Ellie 25 October 8.33 p.m.

Were you OK? 

Jill 25 October 8.36 p.m.

Yes, I was. I didn’t fall. I got down from the chair and then 
I told the kids it was OK to laugh. 

Learn to play
VOCABULARY  Education, sport

GRAMMAR  Past Simple, used to Use of English > page 184

SPEAKING  Apologising

WRITING  A biography

VIDEO  Grammar   Documentary   Communication

02
Ellie 25 October 7.42 p.m.

A few weeks ago a school inspector observed my class. I gave him my chair and he 
went to the back of the classroom. I was really nervous but my students were great: 
they weren’t noisy, they paid attention, they didn’t shout and they put their hands 
up to ask questions. After a while I asked them to do some pair work and I sat down. 
Unfortunately, I forgot my chair wasn’t in its usual place and I fell on the fl oor! 

Peter 25 October 7.55 p.m.

Did you hurt yourself?  

Ellie 25 October 7.56 p.m.
No, I didn’t. I was a little embarrassed but I wasn’t hurt. 

Yesterday my last class was in the laboratory on the third fl oor.
I handed out a worksheet to my students but then I saw a fl y 
on the window. I picked up a textbook and tried to hit the fl y. 
I missed it but I hit the window and it broke. Just then the head 
teacher walked into the room.

  Documentary

25 October 7.42 p.m.

2

1

3
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9   1.16 Listen and write down nine questions in the 
Past Simple. Then in pairs, answer the questions. 

  A  When did the school inspector observe Ellie’s class?  
  B  He observed Ellie’s class a few weeks ago.  

10 Study Watch out! and make questions for the sentences 
below. Ask about the underlined part.  

1 The school inspector  sat at the back of Ellie’s class.    
Who sat at the back of Ellie’s class? 

 2 Her students  did some pair work. 
 3 Something  happened after Jill stood on the chair. 
 4 Jill  said it was OK to laugh. 
 5 A fl y  landed on the window in Chris’s class. 
 6 Chris  broke the window. 

WATCH OUT!  

  Subject questions  
 When we ask about the subject, we don't use the Past 
Simple auxiliary did or the Present Simple auxiliary do/
does: 
How many people came? NOT How many people did come?
Who wants a cake? NOT Who does want a cake? 

11  Make classroom collocations using a verb from box A 
and a word or phrase from box B. You can use some 
of the verbs more than once. Then in pairs, ask and 
answer questions in the Past Simple. 

A     do    check    compare    hand out    open    pay    
put up    take    work   

B     a poster on the wall    a project    a worksheet 
an exercise    an experiment    attention   
in pairs/groups    notes    your answers    your hand    
your textbook     

  A   Did you work in pairs in the English class yesterday?  
  B   Yes, we did and we worked in groups, too.  

12 SPEAKING In groups, tell stories in which something 
embarrassing happened. 

5 Read the question and watch the video. Say 
what the speakers answer. Then in pairs, ask and 
answer the question.

What did you do last weekend?

□ I can use the Past Simple to talk about fi nished actions or states in the past.

GR
AM

M
AR

 V
ID

EO

4  Study the Grammar box and fi nd more examples of the 
Past Simple in the stories.

Past Simple

We use the Past Simple to talk about things that started 
and fi nished in the past.
  To be  

I • He • She • It We • You • They

+

–

?

Wh-?

It  was  funny. 

He wasn’t happy.

Was it cold? 
 Yes, it  was ./  
 No, it  wasn’t .

 Why was she angry?

We  were  quiet.

 They  weren’t  scared. 

Were you OK?
 Yes, we were./
No, we weren’t. 

 Where  were  you? 

  Regular and irregular verbs  

I • You • He • She • It • We • They

+

–

?

Wh-?

They laughed. I left the room.

You didn’t cry. We didn’t say much.

Did he say anything? 
Yes, he did./No, he didn’t.

What did they learn?

Time expressions: yesterday, last night/week/Monday, 
when I was six, two weeks ago, in 2010, one day

Grammar Reference and Practice > page 174

5  Write the Past Simple forms of the verbs in the box 
below. Which are irregular?   

ask   be   break   do   fall   forget   get   give   go   happen   
have   hit   miss   pay   put   ride   see   sit   stand   start   
take   tell   try   want

be – was/were, …

6  1.13 PRONUNCIATION  Listen and put the regular 
verbs from Exercise 5 in the correct column. 

 /d/      /t/      /ɪd/   

 fi lled,
observed, … 

pushed,   watched, 
asked, ...

handed, 
decided, … 

7  1.14   PRONUNCIATION Listen and check your 
answers to Exercise 6. Then practise saying the verbs. 

8  1.15 Complete the conversation with the correct 
forms of the verbs in brackets. Listen and check. 

Eric Last Monday I 1did (do) a Physics experiment with 
my class but it all 2    (go) wrong. 

Fay  How? What 3    (you/do)? 
Eric  I 4    (fi ll) a glass with water and I 5   

(put) a card on the glass. Then I quickly 
6    (turn) the glass upside down. 

Fay  7    (it/work)? 
Eric  No, it 8   . I 9    (make) a mistake and the 

water 10    (fall) on the fl oor!

Learn to play
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2B VOCABULARY | Education

1  Which do you think is better: a) to leave school to 
become a top sports star or b) to study to get 
a university degree? Is it possible to do both? 

2 In pairs, look at photos A–C. Which people do you 
recognise? Then read the article. Whose story do you 
fi nd particularly surprising? 

3  Read the article again. In pairs, decide if statements 
1–4 are true. 

 1   Natalie Portman studied at Harvard before she 
was in the  Star Wars  fi lms.  

 2 □  Venus Williams was never a student and tennis 
player at the same time. 

 3 □  The musicians in Coldplay met when they were 
at university in London. 

 4 □  One of the celebrities studied something that 
helped his/her career. 

4  Find three synonyms for  intelligent  in the article. 

 c _ _ _ _ _     b _ _ _ _ _      s _ _ _ _ 

5  Study Watch out! and say these sentences in a more 
polite way.

  1  She’s unintelligent.  
She’s not very bright.  

 2  I’m a slow student. 
 3  You’re bad at sport. 
 4  He’s ugly. 

WATCH OUT!  

  It's more polite to use positive adjectives to say negative 
things:
He’s not very clever  sounds more polite than  He’s stupid . 

6  Complete the phrases in the box. Use the article to 
help you. 

be  good /bad at something    
get bad/good/t               marks (in …)
     g              / h               a degree in (a subject)
  go to/ a              / s                 a class    
learn by heart 
prepare/revise  f                 exams       
study a subject (at college/university)
take/p              /fail an exam/test   

7  In pairs, use the vocabulary from Exercise 6 to ask and 
answer questions about education. 

 Does anybody in your family have a degree? 
 Did you get a good mark in the last … test? 
 Which sports are you good at? 

8  REFLECT | Society In your opinion, which celebrities 
are the best role models for young people? Discuss in 
pairs. 

A

□ I can talk about learning and studying.

B

C

Brainy actor Natalie Portman
was very good at Science at 
school and always got top 
marks. She didn’t go to the 
premiere of her first major 
film (Star Wars: The 
Phantom Menace), because 
she wanted to revise for 
school exams. Natalie has 
a degree in Psychology 
from Harvard University 
and used to publish her 
scientific research.

Tennis star Venus 
Williams used to be 
world number 1. She’s 
still a top player but she’s 
also very smart. In 2011, 
Venus began to study 
at Indiana University. 
It wasn’t easy to pass 
exams while playing 
professional tennis, but 
Venus studied online 
in her free time and in 
2015 she got a degree in 
Business Administration.

The guys in Coldplay started the band when they were at 
university. They met because they used to live in the same 
student accommodation in London. Singer Chris studied
Greek and Latin, drummer Will studied Anthropology and 
guitarist Jonny used to study Mathematics. Did they use 
to skip classes? Yes, they did. They didn’t use to attend all 
their classes because they were busy with their music. 

We know them today because they’re famous 
actors, musicians or sports stars. But many 
celebrities used to have promising academic 
careers. High Note Magazine looks at some 
very clever VIPs.

VIPs = VERY 
INTELLIGENT 
PEOPLE?

20
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□ I can use used to to talk about habits or states in the past.

1 Do you have any plans or ideas about what you would 
like to do after you fi nish high school? Discuss in pairs. 

 I’m not sure but I’d like to study .../work as a … 

Used to  

2  Read this sentence from the article on page 20 and 
decide which explanation is correct: a, b or c. 

Natalie Portman used to publish her scientifi c research.
a Natalie regularly published her scientifi c research in 

the past and she still does so.
b Natalie regularly published her scientifi c research in 

the past but now she doesn’t. 
c  Natalie published her scientifi c research once.

3  Study the Grammar box and Watch out! and fi nd all the 
examples of  used to  in the article.

Used to

We use  used to  to talk about a regular habit or state in the 
past which doesn’t happen anymore. 

I • You • He • She • It • We • They

+

–

?

Wh-?

 We  used to  study German at school. 

 He  didn’t use to  be an actor. 

  Did  they  use to  be famous?
  Yes, they  did ./No, they  didn’t.  

  What  did  they  use to  study?  

Grammar Reference and Practice > page 174

WATCH OUT!  

   We can’t use  used to    if something happened only once: 
Natalie didn’t go to the premiere.
 NOT  Natalie   didn’t use to go to the premiere.

4     Look at the underlined verbs in the texts on page 20. 
Which ones could you replace with  used to ? 

5  Where possible, replace the underlined verbs below 
with a phrase with  used to . 

1  Before he  became  an actor, George Clooney  sold  shoes. 
Before he became an actor, George Clooney used to sell 
shoes.  

 2  When she was younger, actress Kate Beckinsale 
dreamed  of being a writer. She  won  the WH Smith 
Young Writers’ competition twice in her teens. 

 3  Rowan Atkinson, the actor who plays Mr Bean,  studied
Electrical Engineering at Oxford University. 

 4  Rap star Kanye West  studied  English at  Chicago State 
University. His mother  worked  there as a professor. 
But in 1997 he  left  the university without a degree. 

 5  Rock star Sting  taught  English at a primary school. But in 
those days people  didn’t call  him Sting. What  did they 
call  him? They  called  him ‘Mister Sumner’ or just ‘Sir’! 

2C GRAMMAR 
6   Read the information below and look at the pictures.

Make sentences about the changes in Declan’s life 
using  used to  or  didn’t use to . 

 Declan  stopped  getting bad marks/revising for tests at 
the last minute/behaving badly in class/counting the 
days until the holidays. 
 Declan  started  getting top marks in Maths/doing all his 
homework/going to classes on time/showing his school 
report to his parents. 

 Declan used to get bad marks. He didn’t use to get top 
marks in Maths. 

7  SPEAKING Think about your life when you were at 
primary school. In pairs, ask and answer the questions. 

 Did you use to … 
 • like painting and drawing?  
 •  do much homework?   
 •  cycle to school?    
 •  live near your friends?   
 •  love listening to stories? 
 •  enjoy singing?  
 •  write the name of your favourite bands on your 

pencil case? 
 •  be scared of older children? 

  A Did you use to enjoy singing? 
  B Yes, I did. I sang in the school choir.

before

after
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2D READING AND VOCABULARY

□ I can predict what a text is going to be about and talk about sport.

1  SPEAKING What are the oldest and most famous 
universities in the world? Would you like to study at 
any of them? Say where and why. 

2 Look at the photos on page 23 and read the title of the 
article. What do you think the article is about? 

3   Study Active Reading and read the fi rst paragraph of 
the article. What do you think the article is about now?  

a the history of university cricket competitions
b how the rules of cricket developed over time
c the story of two famous competitive universities
d why Oxford produce better sports teams than 

Cambridge

ACTIVE READING | Predicting

You can make a text easier to understand by 
predicting what it is going to be about before you 
read it. Always: 
• look at the pictures
• read the title
• read the fi rst paragraph
• read the last paragraph. 

4  Read the last paragraph. Do you want to change your 
answer to Exercise 3?  

5  Read the article and match headings A–G with 
paragraphs 1–6. There is one extra heading. 

 A  A prize for second place 
 B  All sorts of sports 
 C  How it all started 
 D  How the blues began 
 E  The best in the world? 
 F  Time for a laugh 
 G  What are the blues? 

6  Read the article again and answer the questions. 

 1  How long ago was the fi rst sports event between the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge?  
over 190 years ago  

 2  How long can a cricket match between diª erent 
countries be? 

3   Traditionally, what are the three principal sports at 
Oxford and Cambridge? 

 4  Which team won the second Boat Race? 
 5  What are the blues at Oxbridge? 
 6  Which celebrity was unlucky in 1980? 
 7  Who won the Boat Race in 1912? 
8   Why didn’t they fi nish the rugby match in 1919? 

7   Scan the text to fi nd the names of twelve sports and 
games. Add them to the vocabulary map. Then in pairs, 
add as many other sports as you can to the map. 

8  Use the correct forms of these sporting verbs from the 
text to complete the sentences below. 

beat     compete     lose     organise     play     take part     
win     

1  In 2017, Garbine Muguruza beat Venus Williams and
    her fi rst Wimbledon title. 

2 My boyfriend and I often     against each other in 
chess tournaments. Last time I was better! 

3  Kobe Bryant     for Los Angeles Lakers. 
4  Last week my school     a sports photo 

competition. Over a hundred students    .
5  I was very disappointed when we drew with Spain 

2–2. But at least we didn’t    .

9  In pairs, fi nd the words in the text that complete the 
defi nitions.  

1  A situation in which you win a game.   c  o  y 
2  A competition. c  t  t 
3  A situation in which people compete with each other 

for a long time.   v  lr   

10  In pairs, use the phrases from Exercises 8 and 9 to 
make sentences about you or somebody you know.

My brother plays football for a team. Last week his team 
won the match 3–2. 

11  1.18 Listen to two teenagers playing the game 
‘twenty questions’ . As soon as you know who the girl 
is thinking of, say his/her name.

12  SPEAKING In pairs, play ‘twenty questions’. Student 
A, choose a sports star (or another famous person) 
you know a lot about and that you think your partner 
will know. Student B, ask questions. Remember that 
Student A can only answer ‘Yes’, ‘No’ or ‘I don't know.’ 
Then change roles. 

 6 WATCH AND REFLECT Go to page 163. Watch the 
documentary The journey to university and do the 
exercises.
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SPORTS AND GAMES

cricket
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2D READING AND VOCABULARY PLAYING FOR THE BLUES
Some sporting highlights between 
Oxford and Cambridge
1 In 1827 two universities played a cricket match. 

It was Oxford versus Cambridge. The match lasted 
two days. (That’s actually quite short for cricket: 
international games often last fi ve days!) Oxford won 
the match. It was the beginning of a long and famous 
sporting rivalry; a rivalry which continues to this day.

2 The two ancient universities compete in many 
sports and games. You can take part in American 
football or windsurfi ng, badminton or ice hockey, 
cycling or volleyball, rugby or chess. In 2013 they 
even organised an inter-university cheerleading 
competition! Traditionally, the most important sports 
in Oxbridge (Oxford + Cambridge) are cricket, athletics 
and rowing. But there is one contest between the two 
universities that is famous all around the world – the 
Boat Race.

3 The fi rst Boat Race between Oxford and Cambridge 
took place in 1829. Oxford won the race easily. The 
second Boat Race didn’t take place in 1830, however. 
It was in 1836. This time Cambridge beat Oxford. The 
Cambridge team had a light blue ribbon on their boat 
that day and perhaps because of their victory, light 
blue became their offi cial colour. Dark blue was the 
colour of Oxford. At Cambridge the three principal 
sports clubs began to give prizes to their most 
successful sportsmen. Those prizes were called ‘the 
blues’.

4 Normally when you ‘get the blues’, it means you 
feel sad. But Oxbridge students who get the blues are 
happy because a ‘blue’ is the most prestigious prize a 
sportsperson can win. To get a full blue, you have to 
compete against Cambridge or Oxford. Taking part is 
enough: you don’t need to win. You also win a full blue 
for competing in a national competition and a half 
blue for participating at a regional level.

5 Did you know that Hugh Laurie (TV’s Dr House) 
won a full blue? He used to row for Cambridge and 
in 1980 he rowed in the Boat Race. Unfortunately, his 
team lost the race, but only by a few centimetres. It 
was the closest race of the twentieth century.

6 The sporting rivalry between Oxford and 
Cambridge is serious but there are some funny stories 
too. In the Boat Race in 1912 both boats sank. Some 
people say the Cambridge team tried to continue the 
race by swimming but that may not be true. The next 
day they raced again and Oxford won. And in 1919 the 
two universities played a rather strange rugby match. 
The weather was bad. In fact, it was so foggy that 
nobody could see the ball or the other players. 
Nobody was surprised when they didn’t fi nish 
the match.

An Oxford student 

wearing the blues.

 1.17
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□ I can identify specifi c information in an interview about famous sportspeople.

2E LISTENING AND VOCABULARY 

1  What does it mean to be a cheat? In pairs, agree on 
the best defi nition. Then give examples of cheats you 
know about. 

 A cheat is a person who … 
 a  does something dishonest to win something. 
 b  tells lies to look good in front of other people.  
 c  steals money from shops or people’s homes. 

2   1.19 Look at the advert for a radio programme. 
In pairs, ask and answer the questions. Then listen to 
Part 1 of the interview and check. 

 1  How do you think Lance Armstrong cheated? 
 2  What happened to him in 2012? 
 3  What other sports could be mentioned in a radio 

programme about cheats? 

3  In pairs, use these words and phrases from the 
interview to complete the sentences below.  

fi rst half     goal     gold medal    red card     World Cup     
world record 

 1   Ben Johnson won a  gold medal  in the Olympic 
Games in 1988.  

 2   He broke the     for the 100 metres with a time 
of 9.97 seconds. 

 3   Argentina played against England in the 1986
    in Mexico.

 4   Maradona scored a goal with his hand after six 
minutes of the    . 

 5 The referee gave Maradona a     for cheating. 
 6   Later Maradona scored another    , so the fi nal 

score was Argentina 2, England 0.

4   1.20 Listen to Part 1 of the interview again and 
decide if statements 1–6 in Exercise 3 are true or false. 

5   1.21 Listen to Part 2 of the interview and choose 
the correct answers. 

 1  In 1980 Rosie Ruiz won the Boston marathon in 
  a  under 2 hours.  b  about 2½ hours.  

c 2 hours 56 minutes. 
 2 She broke the 
  a  world record.
   b   record for the Boston marathon.

c record for a woman in the Boston marathon. 
 3 People discovered that Rosie was a cheat 
  a  just after the race.   b   the next day.

c  more than a week later. 
 4 Rosie 
  a  took a train most of the way.
  b  took a train for the last two miles.
  c  trained hard before the race. 
 5 Children who want to play Little League baseball have 

to be
  a  12 years old.   b   12 or younger.  c  over 12. 
 6 In 2001 Danny Almonte 
  a  won the World League.
  b  wasn’t old enough to play in the World League.
  c  was older than the other players. 

6  Check you understand the highlighted words. Then 
in groups, ask and answer the questions. 

1  Who are the champions of these competitions: 
Wimbledon/the Champions League/Formula 1? 

 2 Who is your favourite Olympic athlete/basketball
player/cyclist/footballer/swimmer?  

 3  Who is the captain/manager of your favourite 
national football team? 

 4  Are you and the people in your family sports fans? 
Who do you support? 

 5  Would you like to be a referee? Say why. 

7  SPEAKING Can you remember a time when someone 
cheated you? How did you feel? What did you do? 
Are you still friends now? Discuss in pairs. 

8  REFLECT | Values Do you agree or disagree with these 
statements? Discuss in groups. 

 1  It’s never OK to cheat. 
 2  Everybody cheats sometimes. 
 3  People cheat because it’s easier than following the 

rules. 
 4  People cheat because they want to be famous, 

successful and rich. 
 5  Cheating is more common today than it used to be. 
 6  Honour codes, drug tests and technology can stop 

cheats.

CHEATS! 
WHY DO THEY DO IT?RADIO 9 TONIGHT AT 8 P.M.

Lance Armstrong used to be the world’s best cyclist. He won the Tour de France seven times from 1999 to 2005. But he was a cheat.

RADIO9
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2E LISTENING AND VOCABULARY 

1  In pairs, look at the photo. Who are the people? What 
do you think is happening? 

2 7   1.22 Watch or listen and say which of these 
situations happen in the class.  

 1 ✓ arriving late for class  
 2  cheating in an exam
 3 copying an essay from the Internet 
 4 running in the corridor 
 5 not wearing the correct school uniform 
 6 not handing in homework/projects on time 
 7 eating in class 
 8 misbehaving in class 

3 7   1.22 Study the Speaking box. Watch or 
listen again and tick the expressions you hear. Then 
complete the sentences below with 1–3 words. 

1 Simon I’m sorry. I completely forgot.
2 Emily  Sorry, Miss. I        it was so late.
3 Emily  Sorry, Miss, it was       . It was an 

accident.
  Teacher  Oh,       . 
4 Teacher I’m        sorry!
     Headmaster  That’s       , Miss Smith. We all 

make mistakes.        to anyone.

SPEAKING | Apologising 

   Saying sorry 
✓  Sorry!    □ I’m really sorry.    □ I’m sorry that I (didn’t) …     □ Sorry about that.    □ It was my fault. 

 Explaining 

□  It was stupid/wrong of me.    □ I (completely) forgot.     □ I didn’t realise (that) …    □ I did it by mistake.    □ It was an accident. 

 Accepting  an apology

□  Never mind.    □ That’s OK/alright.    □ Don’t worry about it.    □ It can happen to anyone.    

4   1.23 Listen to four dialogues. Write down the 
expressions the speaker uses to accept the apology in 
each situation 1–4. 

 1  That’s OK!  

5 In pairs, role play the situations. Take turns to tell your 
partner why you’re angry, listen to his/her apology 
and accept it.

 1  You arranged to meet your partner on Saturday. You 
waited twenty minutes but he/she didn’t appear. 

2  Your partner took your English textbook home by 
mistake and you couldn’t do your homework. 

3  Your partner is playing music very loud on his/her 
phone speaker. You can’t concentrate on your work.

4  During a game of basketball, your partner hit you in 
the face with the ball.  

A Where were you on Saturday? I waited twenty minutes. 
B Sorry. I completely forgot. 
A OK, don’t worry about it.

6  Which things from Exercise 2 do you or people in your 
class do? Which of them are serious problems?  Discuss 
in pairs.

  I think it’s really bad to …  
  I don’t think it’s a big problem to …  

7  REFLECT | Society In groups, answer the questions. 

 1  The British say sorry very often. Is this true of people in 
your country? 

 2 Is it easy to say sorry or admit you’re wrong? 
 3  When was the last time you said sorry? Why?  
 4  Did you ever say something was your fault when it 

wasn’t? 
 5  When is it OK  not  to accept an apology?

2F SPEAKING

□ I can apologise, give explanations and accept a simple apology.
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An inspiring

We asked you to write about people whose lives inspire you.
This week’s competition entry is by reader Olivia Bundy from Big Lake, Texas.

LIFE
I love stories where dreams come true.
That’s why I’m writing about a man who used to teach at 
my high school and whose dream came true thanks to his 
students.

Jim Morris was born in Texas in 1964. He was good at 
baseball and his dream was to play for a Major League team. 
In the 1980s he played Minor League baseball. But then he 
hurt his arm, so he gave up his dream and became a PE 
teacher and baseball coach at Reagan County High. 

Ten years later, Jim and his pupils made a deal. If 
the school team won the District Championship, Jim 
promised to play a trial match for the Tampa Bay Devil 
Rays. The kids won the competition, so Jim went to 
the trial. Amazingly, he played really well. Finally, on 18 
September 1999, Jim played in a Major League game at last. 
He was thirty-fi ve years old.

Because of his arm, Jim only played twenty-one games. After
retiring from professional sport, he wrote his autobiography and
Disney made a fi lm about him called The Rookie. He is now 
a public speaker who talks about his own experiences to inspire 
and motivate people.

Jim’s life shows it’s never too late to believe in your dreams. What’s 
more, it shows that sometimes students can inspire teachers.

Jim Morris playing 
for the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays

A scene from the film The Rookie

26

GLOSSARY
Major League – top professional baseball teams in the USA. 
Minor League teams play at a lower level. 
trial match – a match to test how good the players are 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays – a Major League team from Florida 
rookie – a new player in a sports team, usually very young 
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1  Look at the photos on page 26 and read the captions. 
What kind of story do you think the fi lm tells? 

2  Read the competition entry on page 26 and check your 
answers to Exercise 1.

3  Look at the underlined words in the text and fi nd these 
things: 

 •  four words/phrases that put the events from 
somebody’s life in order 

   then, …  
 •  two words that add more information about 

somebody/something 
 •  two words that give reasons for something that 

happened 

4   Look at the text again. In which order does Olivia write 
about these things? 

  the key thing Jim did     his early life
 his later life     summing up 

1   why she wrote about him 

5   Study the Writing box and check your answers to 
Exercises 3 and 4.  

WRITING | A biography   

   Paragraph 1
Mention why you chose this person; say why he/she is 
famous/important/inspiring:  
The person I am writing about is my hero/an inspiration. 
 I am writing about a famous … 

 Paragraphs 2–3 
Talk about their early life, their talents or achievements, 
and what they did: 
 X was born in …/went to school in .../studied at …/
got a degree in … 
 She can/could … 
 She is/was good at … 
 She played/won …/became a …/worked as a … 

   Paragraph 4 
Talk about what the person did later (or does today): 
 In later life, she .../He died in …/She is now …  

 Paragraph 5 
Sum up this person’s life in a few words. Perhaps mention 
his/her personality: 
His/Her life shows/was … 
 He/She is/was very intelligent/a positive role model. 

 Connect your sentences 
 •   Explain when things happened: ten years later, next, 

after, then, fi nally 
• Add information: and, also, what’s more 
• Give reasons: that’s why, so, because (of) 

2G WRITING | A biography

6   1.24 Listen to a conversation about this Paralympic 
athlete. Then listen again and complete the notes. 

7  WRITING TASK Write a short biography of an 
inspirational person. Either use the notes in Exercise 6
and write about Hannah or choose someone else, for 
example the celebrity you chose as a positive role 
model in Lesson 2B. Use the Writing box to help you.      

An inspirational life - Hannah 1Cockroft

• one of Britain’s greatest Paralympic 
athletes -
a wheelchair racer

• has five Paralympic gold medals & three 
world records

• born in Halifax in 2           

• suffered brain damage at birth, couldn’t 
walk or talk

• at school competed in swimming, athletics, 
wheelchair rugby and 3           

• bought her first racing chair in 4           -
called it ‘Sally’

• London Paralympics, 2012: won two 
golds, broke world record in 100 and  5           
metres

• Rio, 2016: won three more golds, broke 
world record in 400 metres

• now, she’s at university studying  6            and 
Journalism

• to sum up: young, brave, dedicated, and an 
inspiration

□ I can write a short biography. 27
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GLOSSARY
Major League – top professional baseball teams in the USA. 
Minor League teams play at a lower level. 
trial match – a match to test how good the players are 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays – a Major League team from Florida 
rookie – a new player in a sports team, usually very young 
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2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY
5.8 

classroom (n) /ˈklɑːsrʊm/

check an exercise /ˌtʃek ən ˈeksəsaɪz/

check/compare your answers /ˌtʃek/kəmˌpeə jər 
ˈɑːnsəz/

compare in pairs/groups /kəmˌpeə ɪn ˈpeəz/
ˈɡruːps/

do an exercise/a project/an experiment /ˌdu ən 
ˈeksəsaɪz/ə ˈprɒdʒekt/ən ɪkˈsperəmənt/

drawing pin (n) /ˈdrɔːɪŋ pɪn/

embarrassing (adj) /ɪmˈbærəsɪŋ/

epic (adj) /ˈepɪk/

fail (n) /feɪl/

fall (v) /fɔːl/

get down /ˌɡet ˈdaʊn/

hand out a worksheet /ˌhænd ˌaʊt ə ˈwɜːkʃiːt/

head teacher (n) /ˌhed ˈtiːtʃə/

hurt (v) /hɜːt/

noisy (adj) /ˈnɔɪzi/

observe (v) /əbˈzɜːv/

open your textbook /ˌəʊpən jə ˈtekstbʊk/ 

pair work (n) /ˈpeə wɜːk/

pay attention /ˌpeɪ əˈtenʃən/

Physics (n) /ˈfɪzɪks/

pick up /ˌpɪk ˈʌp/

poster (n) /ˈpəʊstə/

project (n) /ˈprɒdʒekt/

put up a poster on the wall /pʊt ˌʌp ə ˈpəʊstər 
ɒn ðə wɔːl/

put up your hand /pʊt ˌʌp jə ˈhænd/

school inspector (n) /ˈskuːl ɪnˌspektə/

shout (v) /ʃaʊt/

student (n) /ˈstjuːdənt/

take notes /ˌteɪk ˈnəʊts/

textbook (n) /ˈtekstbʊk/

wheel (n) /wiːl/

work in pairs/groups /ˌwɜːk ɪn ˈpeəz/ˈɡruːps/

worksheet (n) /ˈwɜːkʃiːt/

2B VOCABULARY 5.9
academic (adj) /ˌækəˈdemɪk/

accommodation (n) /əˌkɒməˈdeɪʃən/

actor (n) /ˈæktə/

Anthropology (n) /ˌænθrəˈpɒlədʒi/

brainy (adj) /ˈbreɪni/

bright (adj) /braɪt/

Business Administration (n) /ˌbɪznəs 
ədˌmɪnəˈstreɪʃən/

clever (adj) /ˈklevə/

degree (n) /dɪˈɡriː/

drummer (n) /ˈdrʌmə/

famous (adj) /ˈfeɪməs/

get bad/good/top marks in sth /ˌɡet bæd/ɡʊd/
tɒp ˈmɑːks ɪn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

get/have a degree in a subject /ˌɡet/ˌhæv ə
dɪˈɡriː ɪn ə ˌsʌbdʒɪkt/

go to/attend/skip a class /ˌɡəʊ tə/əˌtend/ˌskɪp 
ə ˈklɑːs/

good/bad at /ˈɡʊd/ˈbæd ət/

Greek (n) /ɡriːk/

guitarist (n) /ɡɪˈtɑːrɪst/

intelligent (adj) /ɪnˈtelɪdʒənt/

Latin (n) /ˈlætɪn/

learn by heart /ˌlɜːn baɪ ˈhɑːt/

leave school /ˌliːv ˈskuːl/

major (adj) /ˈmeɪdʒə/

Mathematics (n) /ˌmæθəˈmætɪks/

musician (n) /mjuːˈzɪʃən/

particularly (adv) /pəˈtɪkjələli/

premiere (n) /ˈpremieə/

prepare/revise for exams /prɪˌpeə/rɪˌvaɪz fər 
ɪgˈzæmz/

professional (adj) /prəˈfeʃənəl/

promising (adj) /ˈprɒmɪsɪŋ/

Psychology (n) /saɪˈkɒlədʒi/

role model (n) /ˈrəʊl ˌmɒdl/

Science (n) /ˈsaɪəns/

singer (n) /ˈsɪŋə/

smart (adj) /smɑːt/

sports star (n) /ˈspɔːts stɑː/

study a subject at college/university /ˌstʌdi ə
ˌsʌbdʒɪkt ət ˈkɒlɪdʒ/ˌjuːnəˈvɜːsəti/

take/pass/fail an exam/test /ˌteɪk/ˌpɑːs/ˌfeɪl ən 
ɪɡˈzæm/ˈtest/

tennis (n) /ˈtenɪs/

top player (n) /ˌtɒp ˈpleɪə/

scientific (adj) /ˌsaɪənˈtɪfɪk/

unintelligent (adj) /ˌʌnɪnˈtelɪdʒ(ə)nt/

university (n) /ˌjuːnɪˈvɜːsəti/

2C GRAMMAR 5.10 
at the last minute /ˌæt ðə ˌlɑːst ˈmɪnət/

band (n) /bænd/

behave badly /bɪˌheɪv ˈbædli/

cycle (v) /ˈsaɪkəl/

electrical (adj) /ɪˈlektrɪkəl/

engineering (n) /ˌendʒɪˈnɪərɪŋ/

REMEMBER MORE
1 Add more words and phrases 

from the word list to the 
vocabulary maps.

            

2 Find things on the word list that 
you can:

1 hand out:                           
2 put up:                                   
3 work in:                 

3 Which verbs from the word list 
collocate with these nouns?

an exam

a class

school

4 Match the two parts of the 
collocations. Then check with the 
word list.

1 □ beat a a goal
2 □ break b another team
3 □ follow c a record
4 □ score d the rules

5 Do the task below.

Make a list of all the types of 
sport you enjoy. Then write 
down the names of the places 
and equipment that you need 
to play them. Use a dictionary if 
necessary. 

SCHOOL AND 
UNIVERSITY SUBJECTS

SPORTS AND GAMES

PEOPLE IN SPORT

Physics

rugby

manager

Word List 

28
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go to class on time /ˌɡəʊ tə ˌklɑːs ɒn ˈtaɪm/

high school (n) /ˈhaɪ skuːl/

paint (v) /peɪnt/

pencil case (n) /ˈpensəl keɪs/

primary school (n)  /ˈpraɪməri skuːl/

rap (n) /ræp/

scared of /ˈskeəd əv/

school choir (n) /ˌskuːl ˈkwaɪə/

school report (n) /ˌskuːl rɪˈpɔːt/

scientifi c (adj) /ˌsaɪənˈtɪfɪk/

sing (v) /sɪŋ/

2D READING AND VOCABULARY
5.11 

American football (n) /əˌmerɪkən ˈfʊtbɔːl/

ancient (adj) /ˈeɪnʃənt/

athletics (n) /æθˈletɪks/

badminton (n) /ˈbædmɪntən/

beat (v) /biːt/

boat (n) /bəʊt/

cheerleading (adj) /ˈtʃɪəˌliːdɪŋ/

chess (n) /tʃes/

compete in /kəmˈpiːt ɪn/

competition (n) /ˌkɒmpəˈtɪʃən/

contest (n) /ˈkɒntest/

cricket (n) /ˈkrɪkɪt/

cycling (n) /ˈsaɪklɪŋ/

draw (v) /drɔː/

foggy (adj) /ˈfɒɡi/

game (n) /ɡeɪm/

get the blues /ˌɡet ðə ˈbluːz/

ice hockey (n) /ˈaɪs ˌhɒki/

international (adj) /ˌɪntəˈnæʃənəl/

inter-university (adj) /ɪnˌtɜː ˌjuːnəˈvɜːsəti/

lose (v) /luːz/

match (n) /mætʃ/

medal (n) /ˈmedl/

national (adj) /ˈnæʃənəl/

o©  cial (adj) /əˈfɪʃəl/

organise (v) /ˈɔːɡənaɪz/

participate in /pɑːˈtɪsəpeɪt ɪn/

play for a team /ˌpleɪ fər ə ˈtiːm/

player (n) /ˈpleɪə/

prestigious (adj) /preˈstɪdʒəs/

principal (adj) /ˈprɪnsɪpəl/

prize (n) /praɪz/

race (n) /reɪs/

regional (adj) /ˈriːdʒənəl/

ribbon (n) /ˈrɪbən/

rivalry (n) /ˈraɪvəlri/

rowing (n) /ˈrəʊɪŋ/

rugby (n) /ˈrʌɡbi/

serious (adj) /ˈsɪəriəs/

sink (v) /sɪŋk/

sportsperson (n) /ˈspɔːtsˌpɜːsən/

strange (adj) /streɪndʒ/

successful (adj) /səkˈsesfəl/

take part in /ˌteɪk ˈpɑːt ɪn/

team (n) /tiːm/

traditionally (adj) /trəˈdɪʃənəli/

versus (prep) /ˈvɜːsəs/

victory (n) /ˈvɪktəri/

volleyball (n) /ˈvɒlibɔːl/

win (v) /wɪn/

windsurfi ng (n) /ˈwɪndsɜːfɪŋ/

2E LISTENING AND VOCABULARY
5.12

baseball (n) /ˈbeɪsbɔːl/

basketball player (n) /ˈbɑːskətbɔːl ˌpleɪə/

break the world record /ˌbreɪk ðə ˌwɜːld ˈrekɔːd/

captain (n) /ˈkæptɪn/

champion (n) /ˈtʃæmpiən/

cheat (n, v) /tʃiːt/

cyclist (n) /ˈsaɪklɪst/

dishonest (adj) /dɪsˈɒnɪst/

drug test (n) /ˈdrʌɡ test/

fi nal score (n) /ˌfaɪnəl ˈskɔː/

fi rst half (n) /ˌfɜːst ˈhɑːf/

follow the rules /ˌfɒləʊ ðə ˈruːlz/

footballer (n) /ˈfʊtbɔːlə/

goal (n) /ɡəʊl/

gold medal (n) /ˌɡəʊld ˈmedl/

honour code (n) /ˈɒnə kəʊd/

look good in front of sb /ˌlʊk ˈɡʊd ɪn frʌnt əv 
ˌsʌmbɒdi/

manager (n) /ˈmænɪdʒə/

national football team (n) /ˌnæʃənəl ˈfʊtbɔːl tiːm/

Olympic athlete (n) /əˌlɪmpɪk ˈæθliːt/ 

radio programme (n) /ˈreɪdiəʊ ˌprəʊɡræm/

red card (n) /ˌred ˈkɑːd/

referee (n) /ˌrefəˈriː/

score (v) /skɔː/

sports fan (n) /ˈspɔːts fæn/

support (v) / səˈpɔːt/

swimmer (n) /ˈswɪmə/

take a train /ˌteɪk ə ˈtreɪn/

technology (n) /tekˈnɒlədʒi/

train (v) /treɪn/

World Cup/League (n) /ˈwɜːld kʌp/liːɡ/

world record (n) /ˈwɜːld ˈrekɔːd/

2F SPEAKING 5.13 
accident (n) /ˈæksɪdənt/

apologise (v) /əˈpɒlədʒaɪz/

apology (n) /əˈpɒlədʒi/

arrive late for class /əˌraɪv ˌleɪt fə ˈklɑːs/

cheat in an exam /ˌtʃiːt ɪn ən ɪɡˈzæm/

copy (v) /ˈkɒpi/

corridor (n) /ˈkɒrɪdɔː/

essay (n) /ˈeseɪ/

fault (n) /fɔːlt/

hand in homework/a project /ˌhænd ɪn 
ˈhəʊmwɜːk/əˈ prɒdʒekt/

headmaster (n) /ˌhedˈmɑːstə/

misbehave in class /ˌmɪsbɪˌheɪv ɪn ˈklɑːs/

realise (v) /ˈrɪəlaɪz/

school uniform (n) /ˌskuːl ˈjuːnəfɔːm/

2G WRITING 5.14 
achievement (n) /əˈtʃiːvmənt/

autobiography (n) /ˌɔːtəbaɪˈɒɡrəfi/

brain damage (n) /ˈbreɪn ˌdæmɪdʒ/

brave (adj) /breɪv/

coach (n) /kəʊtʃ/

dedicated (adj) /ˈdedɪkeɪtəd/

district (n) /ˈdɪstrɪkt/

inspire (v) /ɪnˈspaɪə/

inspiring (adj) /ɪnˈspaɪərɪŋ/

journalism (n) /ˈdʒɜːnəlɪzəm/

make a deal /ˌmeɪk ə ˈdiːl/

motivate (v) /ˈməʊtɪveɪt/

P.E. (n) /ˌpiː ˈiː/

paralympic athlete (n) /ˌpærəˌlɪmpɪk ˈæθliːt/

public speaker (n) /ˌpʌblɪk ˈspiːkə/

racer (n) /ˈreɪsə/

rookie (n) /ˈrʊki/

su« er (v) /ˈsʌfə/

talent (n) /ˈtælənt/

trial (n) /ˈtraɪəl/

wheelchair (n) /ˈwiːltʃeə/

02
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  VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR 
 1  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the 

verbs from the box. 

 answer    cheat    check    copy     do     get    fail    hand in   
pass    pay    put up    take    work 

 1 We had to  do  a Geography project about Ireland but 
I forgot , so I didn’t       the project on time. 

 2 ‘Did you       the Physics exam?’ ‘Yes, I     a good 
mark – 65%. But unfortunately, I     the Maths 
exam.’  

 3 Now       in pairs. Read the text and ask and     the 
questions. Then       your answers with another pair. 

 4 Which is the worst thing to do: to       an essay from 
the Internet, or to       in an exam? 

 5 Good students       attention in class,       notes 
and       their hands when they want to ask a 
question. 

2  Label the sports. 

3  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the 
words from the box. There are two extra words. 

 beat    competition    match    medal    player    prize    
race    record    score    take part    team    win 

1 There are fi ve players in an ice hockey    .
2 Michael Schumacher won ninety-one Formula 

One    .
3 The fi rst international football     was Scotland vs. 

England in 1872. 
4 The International Cheer Union organises 

cheerleading    .
5 At the 1988 Seoul Olympics Ben Johnson broke 

the world     and won the gold     – but he 
cheated.

6 In the 2014 World Cup, Germany     Brazil 7–1. The 
Germans     fi ve goals in the fi rst half.

7 Twenty-three countries      in the 1960 
Paralympics.

4  Write the Past Simple forms of the verbs from the box. 

ask    break    do    forget    happen    hit    laugh    push   
put    see    take    tell    want

ask – asked 

5  Complete the conversation with the correct forms of 
the verbs in brackets. 

Dad  1  Did you have  (you/have) a nice day at school? 
Mia  No, I  2   .  
Dad  Why? What  3     (happen)? 
Mia  We  4         (be) late for Geography, so we  5   

 (run) along the corridor and my bag  6     (fall). 
Dad 7     (be) your lunch in your bag? 
 Mia Yes, it  8      . There  9     (be) yoghurt 

everywhere! I  10     (go) to the toilet to clean it 
up, so I  11     (arrive) late for the class. Mrs Bates 
12     (be) really angry. 

 Dad What  13     (she/do)? 
Mia  She  14     (give) me extra homework.  

6  Where possible, replace the underlined verbs with
a phrase with  used to .  

1 Footballer Robert Lewandowski 1played used to play
for Polish club Lech Poznań. He 2moved to Borussia 
Dortmund in 2010. He 3wasn’t the captain of Poland 
then but he 4became captain in 2013.

2 American gymnast Simone Biles 5won four gold 
medals at the Rio Olympics in 2016. When she was 
younger, she 6didn’t go to high school. Where 7did she 
study? She 8studied at home.

USE OF ENGLISH
 7  Choose the correct words a–c to complete the texts.

STRATEGY |  Multiple choice cloze – short texts 

   The short texts in this task come from diª erent sources, 
e.g. emails, notices, advertisements, signs or instructions. 
In order to understand the main message, fi nd the key 
words in each text fi rst.  

  

1

  a head teacher   b manager   c pupil 

2

  a college   b degree   c subject 

3

 a posters   b textbooks   c worksheets 

Use of English > page 184

Dear Mrs Jones,
I’m afraid that Gareth continues to misbehave 
in class. This morning he was so bad I sent him to 
speak to the   .

It’s time to study at Dunford University! 
You can get a    in Arts, Business or Science.

1 windsufi ng

3                                           

5                                           

2                                           

4                                           

6                                           

And remember, next Friday is the last day to hand 
in your History   . Don’t be late and make 
them as colourful and attractive as you can!
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LISTENING

 8   1.25 You are going to hear fi ve short recordings. 
Read questions 1–5 and study the pictures. Then listen 
and choose the correct answer for each recording. 

STRATEGY |   Multiple choice task with picture options  

 Look at the pictures and questions very carefully to check 
that you understand what the pictures show. This will give 
you an idea of what sort of information to listen for. 

 1 When could women fi rst get degrees from Oxford 
University? 

2  Which sportsperson  did the girl write about for her 
school project? 

3  Why did the boy apologise to his teacher? 

4  In which situation does the girl cheat? 

 5 Which picture shows Lucas’ father? 

9   1.26 Listen to a recording about Spanish basketball 
player Pau Gasol. Then listen again and write down 
what you hear. 

STRATEGY | Dictation  

 Use the time during the fi rst reading of the dictation to get 
to know the topic and pick out some key words.  

SPEAKING 
10   In pairs, role play the situation below. Then change 

roles and do the task again. 

Student A
You are preparing to run a mini-marathon. You did not 
go to the last training session and your coach wants to 
know why. Student B is your sports coach.
• Say why you missed the session and apologise.
• Explain why there was a problem.
• Apologise again. Oª er to do an extra training session.
• Suggest a day and time for the training.
• End the conversation.

Student B
You are a sports coach. Student A did not come to the 
last training session and you want to know why. Use the 
phrases below to help you. 
• Hello (name). Please, come in. Do you know why 

I wanted to see you?
• You usually come to every training session. What 

happened?
• OK, I understand. Please tell me next time when there is 

a problem.
• That sounds like a good idea. When can you do this?

WRITING 
11   You see this ad in your school magazine. 

Write your entry for the competition. 

1874B CA

Tell us about the life of an inspirational 
member of your family. Explain why he/she 
is inspirational, write about their early life, 
personality, talents and achievements. You 
can win a weekend break for a family of four!

Tell us about the life of an inspirational 
INSPIRING!

19201878

A

A

A

B

B

B

C

C

C

A B C

31

M02_HIGHLIGHTS_SB2_9781292209388.indd   31 03/06/2019   3:56 pm

Sam
ple Material © Pearson 2023



How to  give a presentation

PLAN
When you fi rst start to plan a presentation, ask 
yourself these questions: 

• Who is your audience? At school, you’re talking to 
your teacher and classmates, but an o�  cial exam 
is a more serious and formal situation. 

• Why are you giving the presentation? What is the 
message of your speech? Decide if you want 
to make the listeners laugh, inform them about 
something, or maybe persuade them to agree 
with your ideas.

• How much time have you got? This will help you 
decide how much information to share with your 
audience. 

PREPARE
At this stage you should: 

• Research your topic. Make sure you understand 
your subject well. Decide what you want to say 
and try to make it interesting for your audience.

• Organise your ideas into a clear introduction, 
main body and conclusion. You can start with a 
joke, some surprising facts, a personal anecdote 
or a question to get the listeners’ attention. 

• Create note cards to help you remember what to 
say. Don’t try to learn your presentation by heart  
word for word. Instead, put two or three key points 
on note cards and follow your plan. 

1

2

PRACTISE
Practising helps you feel more confi dent when you 
speak in public. It’s a good idea to:

• Practise in front of a mirror and watch your 
body language. Remember that you can use 
your body and facial expressions to help the 
audience understand your message. It is also a 
good idea to move during the presentation to 
keep the audience’s attention. 

• Time your speech. Read through your 
presentation and see if you can keep to the time 
limit. You can also record yourself speaking to 
observe how you use your voice.

• Practise in front of an audience, for example 
family and friends. This will help you deal with 
stress and prepare to answer any questions. 

PRESENT
The big day is now here. For your actual 
presentation:

• Wear clothes which are comfortable but 
appropriate for the occasion. Think about 
whether your audience will wear formal or 
informal clothes and wear something similar.

• Look at the listeners as you speak. Smile at 
the audience and breathe deeply as this will 
help you feel less nervous. Never read the 
presentation from a page but speak directly to 
the people in your audience.

• Use your own words and don't speak too fast. 
Speak clearly and try to sound confi dent.

3

4

LIFE SKILLS

At some point in life, everyone has to stand up and speak in front of a group of people. For most of us 
this can be extremely stressful, but there’s some good news. Although not everyone can be a great 
public speaker like Barack Obama or Oprah Winfrey, giving a presentation is defi nitely a skill you can 
learn. Here are four steps to a successful presentation.

The four Ps to a
perfect presentation

32
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LIFE SKILLS VIDEO

1 In pairs, answer the questions.

1 Describe the last time you gave a presentation. 
What was it about? How did you feel?

2 In which situations in your life could public 
speaking skills be useful? Say why. 

2 In pairs, discuss the opinions about giving 
presentations. Choose the options that you think 
are correct. Say why.  

1 Giving an exam presentation is di� erent from / 
similar to a classroom presentation.

2 It is a good / bad idea for a speaker to start 
a presentation by saying something funny.

3 The way a presenter uses their body during a talk 
can / cannot change the message.

4 It is OK / not OK for a presenter to speak longer than 
scheduled.

5 The best way to prepare for a presentation is to 
practise it alone / with someone else.

6 It is OK / not OK for presenters to read from a page 
so they don’t forget what to say.

3 Read the text and check your answers to Exercise 2. 

4 Which three tips from the text do you think are the 
most useful? In pairs, explain why.

5 8   1.27  Watch or listen to a student giving two 
presentations and answer the questions.

1 What are the topics of Jenny's presentations? 
2 What pros and cons does she mention about the 

issues?

6 8   1.27  Watch or listen again and look at photos 
1–2. For each presentation (P1 and P2), rate aspects 
A–E below from 1 to 5 (1 = poor, 5 = excellent).

P 1 P 2

Ideas and organisation

A  The beginning of the presentation was 
interesting

B  The presentation had a clear structure.

Presenting

C  The presenter communicated his ideas 
in an eª ective way (eye contact, body 
language, facial expression.)

D   The presenter spoke strongly and clearly.

E   The presenter looked confi dent and 
relaxed.

7 Study the box below. Which of the phrases could you 
use to begin a presentation (B) and which to end it (E)?

SPEAKING | Giving presentations

E Do you have any questions? 

□ The subject/topic of my talk today is …    

□ I’d like to start by talking about ...  

□ That brings me to the end of my presentation.

□ To summarise, …/To conclude, …

□ Before I start, it might surprise you to learn that …

□Well, that’s it from me. Thank you for listening.

□  Today I’d like to talk about ... But fi rst, did you know 
that ...?

8 Read the quote. In pairs, explain what it means using 
your own words. 

9 Do the task below.

LIFE SKILLS | Project

Prepare a two-minute presentation on a subject you fi nd 
interesting. 
•  Follow the tips from this lesson (Plan, Prepare, Practise, 

Present). Use some of the phrases from Exercise 7 to 
help you.

•  Give your presentation in front of the class and listen to 
presentations from other students.

•  Give each other feedback. Say what you liked about the 
presentation and what you could improve.

01–02

All great speakers were bad speakers at � rst.  
Ralph Waldo Emerson (American poet)

1

2
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