
Let’s be honest. We may have seen some improvement 
in poverty and crime fi gures in recent decades, but why 
assume that this pattern will continue? I’d argue that for 
most people life is actually unlikely to get better from 
now on.
Advances in robotics and artifi cial intelligence will not only 
drastically reduce the number of unskilled jobs available, 
but will also eliminate semi-skilled administrative jobs 
which can be done by a computer. By 2050, young people 
graduating today 2 will have been trying, and failing, to get 
a permanent job for most of their ‘working’ lives! In twenty 
to thirty years’ time, a few lucky people will be rich and the 
rest of us will be much poorer than we are now.
Within twenty years, people 
3 will have stopped fi ghting 
over oil – 4 we’ll be fi ghting
over water instead, as global 
heating is certain to lead to 
water shortages in many 
countries.

In many ways, human life on this planet 
is better than it’s ever been. In many 
countries across the world, violence and 
crime have been dropping steadily. 
This may be due to better education, or 
perhaps to a reduction in extreme poverty. 
In 2016, the proportion of the world’s 
population living in extreme poverty fell to 
below ten percent for the fi rst time. With 
any luck, no one 1 will be living in this way 
within a few decades.
Technology is also making our lives easier and safer, and this trend 
is bound to continue as we develop more and more ways to use it. 
For example, driving is sure to become safer. Human error is the key 
reason for most car accidents, and well-programmed and designed 
driverless cars may save huge numbers of lives. Such cars are already 
a reality and are going to become more and more common in the 
next few years.
And fi nally, life expectancy is already higher than it’s ever been and 
as a result of better nutrition and medicine, young people today are 
likely to live their increasingly happy lives until the age of 150.

  
FUTURE’S…T

H
E

… BRIGHT … TERRIFYING!

1 In pairs, read the defi nition of ‘dystopia’ and discuss the questions.

1 Do you enjoy reading books, watching fi lms or playing video 
games set in a dystopia? Give reasons for your answers.

2 What examples of books/fi lms/series can you think of? 

2 Read the magazine article about two 
di� erent visions of the future. Which text is 
dystopian? Which of them is closest to your 
opinion about the future of our world?

18

dystopia /dɪsˈtəʊpiə/ 
an imaginary place where life is 
extremely di�  cult and a lot of 
unfair or immoral things happen

2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

VOCABULARY Cause and e� ect phrases, compound nouns for threats to the environment, 
describing wildlife and threats to wildlife

GRAMMAR Future forms for predictions, plans and hopes  Use of English > page 191

SPEAKING Problem solving

WRITING A formal email

VIDEO Grammar   Documentary  

Looking ahead02
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9  1.13 Complete the article with the phrases from the box. 
Then listen and check.

is likely to mean   is unlikely   will be eating   will be living   
will defi nitely have to   will have   will have been working   
will have switched   will have risen   will probably taste

Future forms for predictions

3 THINK BACK Look at two predictions from the 
texts. Which verb form is used when there is 
some evidence now for the prediction?

1 Driverless cars are already a reality and are
going to become commonplace in the next 
few years.

2 A few lucky people will be rich and the rest of 
us will be much poorer than we are now.

4 Match the underlined phrases (1–4) in the 
article to these tenses. 

a □  Future Perfect Simple
b □  Future Perfect Continuous
c □  Future Continuous

5 Now match the tenses a–c in Exercise 4 to the 
explanations 1–3 below.

1 □  an activity in progress at a specifi c time 
in the future

2 □  an activity which will be completed by 
a specifi c time in the future

3 □  an activity which continues up to a specifi c 
point in the future

6 Choose the correct answers to complete the 
sentences.
1 By 2025, software will be able / will have been 

able to predict tra�  c jams before they even 
start.

2 In a few years, tablets won’t exist anymore. 
They will be / will have been replaced by 
a projection from your watch.

3 By the time today’s young people retire, they 
will be working / will have been working for 
seventy years or more.

4 I don’t think we will need / are going to need
passwords anymore because computers will 
be able to recognise our faces.

5 In a few decades, everyone will be growing / 
will have been growing their own food on the 
roof of their house or apartment building.

6 In fi fty years, we are all going to live / will all be 
living on Mars because we will have destroyed / 
will have been destroying our own planet.

7 Look at the underlined phrase in the sentence. 
How likely does the author think the 
prediction is ?

a almost defi nite b probable c improbable
Technology is also making our lives easier and 
this trend is bound to continue as we develop 
more ways to use it.

Find four more examples of structures using 
be + adjective + infi nitive in the articles and 
decide how defi nite the author is.

Grammar Reference and Practice > page 174

8 Read through the predictions in Exercise 6 again. 
In pairs, discuss how likely you think they are 
to happen. Use phrases from Exercise 7 and the 
article to explain your views.

 10 Read the sentences from the articles on page 18. Which 
highlighted phrases refer to cause and which to e� ect?
1 This may be due to better education.
2 As a result of better nutrition and medicine, young people 

today are likely to live until the age of 150.
3 Global heating is certain to lead to water shortages.

 11 Rewrite the sentences in Exercise 10 using the phrases from 
the box. You can rewrite two of the sentences in several ways.

a big cause of   as a consequence of   bring about   cause (v)   
give rise to  result from   result in

 12 SPEAKING In groups, complete the sentence beginnings with 
your predictions for the future. Explain your choices.
1 By 2089, …
2 By the time I …
3 Within our lifetime …

4 A hundred years from now …
5 In fi fty years’ time, …
6 By the time this school 

year ends, …

GR
AM

M
AR

 V
ID

EO 3 Read the prompt and 
watch the video. Say what 
the speakers answer. Then in 
pairs, complete the sentence.

By the time I’m 65, I will have …

At the turn of the twenty-� rst century, the population of the 
world was just under seven billion people, but according to 
the United Nations, by 2075 that � gure 1  to more than 
nine billion. This 2  that we will need to use more and 
more land for housing, especially as it is predicted that by 2050 
a third of people 3  alone.

It is obvious what impact this 4  on the environment as 
more and more trees are bound to be cut down to make way 
for houses. We will also need to produce more and more food 
and it 5  that we will be able to produce enough meat 
to feed all those people without further damaging the natural 
environment. Our eating habits 6  change.

Luckily, scientists are already working on alternatives to 
meat, such as insects and synthetic protein. It may sound 
disgusting, but in a few years, all of us 7  it! In fact, 
most scientists believe that by 2025, we 8  completely to 
cheap synthetic meat which 9  identical to the real thing.

Chiara Wilton, who works for a company developing arti� cial 
meat says, ‘By the end of this year, we 10  on this project 
for ten years and over that time we have seen incredible 
developments. It’s now almost impossible to tell the 
di� erence between our arti� cial meat and the real thing.’

Wha t will we be eating in the future?

19

02
Looking ahead

□ I can use a variety of forms to talk about future predictions.
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3 PRONUNCIATION Read the compound nouns in Exercise 2 
aloud. Is the stress on the fi rst or the second word for 
each compound noun? Underline the correct word.

4  1.14 Study Active Vocabulary. Then listen again 
and check your answers to Exercise 3. Practise saying 
the compound nouns.

ACTIVE VOCABULARY | Compound nouns

• A compound noun is made up of two words. Usually the 
fi rst part of the compound tells us the type or purpose 
of the second noun, e.g. climate change (climate tells us 
what type of change we are talking about).

• The fi rst word can be a noun, adjective or a verb, but the 
second word is always a noun, e.g. climate change (noun, 
noun), industrial waste (adjective, noun), swimming pool 
(verb, noun).

• When both words are nouns, the stress is always on the 
fi rst noun, e.g. climate change. When the fi rst word is an 
adjective or a verb, the stress is on the second word, e.g.
industrial waste.

5 Complete the sentences with compound nouns from 
Exercise 2.

1 Average temperatures around the world have risen by 
1.5 degrees in the last century, almost certainly 
as a result of .

2 Eighty percent of the energy we consume is provided 
by  which pollute the atmosphere.

3 Deforestation causes  because tree roots are no 
longer in place to bind the earth together.

4 It is claimed that  from cars kill twice as many 
people as accidents caused by vehicles.

5 Up to 300 homes can be powered by one , 
using .

6  is the greatest threat to  which are close 
to extinction.

7 For safety reasons,  must be stored in sealed 
containers underground.

8  damages buildings, forests, and kills fi sh.
9 By 2025, around 1.8 billion people are likely to face 

 as a result of climate change (mainly droughts 
and fl oods).

6 REFLECT | Culture In small groups, make a list of at least 
three environmental issues for each of the categories 
below. Then choose one category and present your 
choices to the class. Give reasons for your answers and 
say what people could do to deal with these problems.

1 The most urgent issues to deal with.
2 The issues where it would be easier to change 

people’s behaviour.
3 The issues which most a� ect people living in 

poorer countries.

4 WATCH AND REFLECT
Go to page 163. Watch 
the documentary 
The plastic whale and do 
the exercises. 

D
O

CU
M

EN
TA

RY
 V

ID
EO

1 In pairs, look at the ‘before and after’ photos. 
What do you think happened? What impact did it have?

2  1.14 Complete the compound nouns with the 
nouns from the box. Then listen and check.

e� ect   emissions   energy   erosion   fuels   
fumes    layer   loss   rain   scarcity   species   
turbine  heating   waste

1 acid 
2 endangered 
3 exhaust 
4 fossil 
5 global 
6 greenhouse 
7 habitat 

8 ozone 
9 renewable 
 10 soil 
 11 toxic 
 12 vehicle 
 13 water 
 14 wind 

Before ...

After ...

2B VOCABULARY | Threats to the environment

20 □ I can talk about threats to the environment.
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5 Study Active Listening. Then match the phrases for 
signposting 1–10 with the functions a–f.

1 □ I’m going to be talking about …
2 □ To begin with, …
3 □… when, in reality,/in fact, …
4 □ In other words, …
5 □ The second thing that people often seem to think is …
6 □ The fact is that …
7 □ Then there are the people who …
8 □… whereas …
9 □ Similarly, …

10 □ So, to sum up, …

a sequencing an argument
b indicating that the speaker is going to paraphrase what 

he/she just said
c indicating that the speaker is going to argue against 

what he/she just said
d introducing the topic
e concluding
f indicating that the speaker is going to give another 

example

ACTIVE LISTENING |  Understanding signposting

‘Signposts’ are words or phrases that help you to follow 
what a speaker is saying, especially in a presentation or 
lecture. They can also indicate how something relates 
to what has already been said.

6  1.15 Listen again and complete the notes with no 
more than three words in each gap. 

1 The percentage of scientists who believe that climate 
change is real is about .

2 To understand changes to climate, it is necessary to 
look at the  rather than the current weather.

3 It is possible that warmer weather may actually cause 
more .

4 In the past temperature changes were gradual and 
caused by natural factors such as solar activity and 

.
5 Industrial developments have been responsible for 

increased emissions of greenhouse gases, which have 
risen sharply, particularly since .

6 While carbon dioxide may help plants to grow, it also 
causes freak weather which destroys .

7 Higher temperatures may benefi t people living in 
 but not elsewhere.

7 REFLECT | Society In groups, discuss the questions.

1 Do you think recent changes in climate and weather 
are due to natural or human causes? Do you fi nd the 
arguments in the lecture convincing? Say why.

2 Is climate change something that you worry about? 
Say why.

3 What do you think individuals can do to make 
a di� erence?

1 SPEAKING In pairs, look at the photos and make a list 
of weather-related vocabulary to describe them. 
Which of the types of weather have you heard about 
or experienced recently? 

2 Make more weather-related collocations, using the 
nouns from the box.

fl oods   heat   humidity   rain   snow   temperatures   
weather   winds

1 blistering /
2 freak / /

3 gale-force 
4 heavy /

5 high /
6 scorching /

/
7 soaring
8 sub-zero
9 torrential

3 In groups, discuss the questions.

1 What problems do such weather conditions cause?
2 Do you think that the weather is changing? If so, what 

is causing that?
3 Look at some arguments people make about climate 

change. Do you think there is any truth in them?

• Many scientists say that climate change isn’t real.
• The temperature is actually cooling rather than 

heating up.
• Climate change is not being caused by human 

beings, it’s just a natural temporary change in 
temperature.

• Climate change has more positive than negative 
e� ects.

4  1.15 Listen to a lecture about climate change 
myths and facts. Does the speaker agree with any of 
the arguments in Exercise 3?

A

C

B

D

21

02

□ I can understand signposting in a lecture and talk about climate change.

2C LISTENING AND VOCABULARY  2B VOCABULARY | Threats to the environment
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6 Complete the short texts below with words from 
Exercise 4 and 5.

1 In pairs, look at the photos on page 23. What do you 
think all these creatures have in common?

2 Read the article on page 23 quickly and fi nd two things 
the creatures have in common. 

3 Read the article again and match questions 1–10 with 
paragraphs A–E. Each paragraph may be chosen more 
than once.

In which paragraph does the author …
1 □  suggest that a creature’s natural defence 

mechanism makes it more vulnerable to humans?
2 □  tell us what kind of creatures get the least funding 

in terms of research and preservation?
3 □  explain how the behaviour of a particular creature 

protects the environment in which it lives?
4 □  tell us about a creature whose body is perceived as 

useful by some humans?
5 □  mention a belief that a particular creature might 

be a good/bad sign
6 □  explain how a creature’s physical features protect 

it from an extreme environment?
7 □  explain why wildlife conservation institutions 

often choose certain animals to represent them?
8 □  mention that a specifi c creature had disappeared 

completely from the wild before being brought back?
9 □  describe an animal that is very di� erent from 

others in its class?
10 □  mention that one of the species is likely to become 

extinct as a result of chemical pollution?

4 Write the highlighted words from the article under the 
correct heading.

Animals Parts of the body Adjectives to describe 
a creature

5 Complete the collocations from the article with the 
correct words from the box. Then check your answers 
in the text.

chemical   critically   extinct   natural   poisoning

1 Animals that are classifi ed as ‘endangered’ are at risk 
of becoming .

2 Lead  is life-threatening and requires 
immediate care.

3 Tigers – the largest living cats on Earth – are at the top 
of their food chain so they have no  predators.

4 Potentially harmful  pesticides are used to kill 
pests such as insects, rodents, fungi or weeds.

5 The orangutan, black rhino or Amur leopard are 
 endangered which means they are facing an 

extremely high risk of extinction.

 The 
blue whale
The blue whale is the largest (and noisiest!) animal on 
the planet, but with less than 25,000 of these creatures 
left, they are critically 1 . Blue whales are 2
animals, preferring to travel alone or in small groups. 
They have few natural 3  other than man. 
Nowadays, they are a protected species, but they are 
still very much threatened by habitat loss caused by 
pollution and global heating. 

Until 2008, the tiny pygmy tarsier was assumed to be 
4 ; nobody had seen one for many years before 
a team of anthropologists found a small group 
in the mountains of Sulawesi Island in Indonesia. 
The animals look very cute and 5 , with 
what looks like a permanent smile. Unlike larger 
tarsiers, they have 6  on their hands and feet, 
rather than nails – possibly to help them climb the 
slippery trees in their damp environment.

 The 
pygmy tarsier

7 SPEAKING In groups, discuss these statistics. What can 
be done about the situations? How could less popular 
species be ‘marketed’?

1

2

3

8 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Go to page 196. 
Prepare a presentation.

In the last 500 years, human activity has 
caused the extinction of over 800 species.

One in four mammals, one in eight birds and one 
in three amphibians are in danger of extinction.

In the UK last year, the government allocated £5,735 per 
vertebrate species, £95.82 per plant species and £4.32 
per invertebrate species for research and protection.

One in four mammals, one in eight birds and one 
in three amphibians are in danger of extinction.

In the UK last year, the government allocated £5,735 per 
vertebrate species, £95.82 per plant species and £4.32 
per invertebrate species for research and protection.

□ I can identify specifi c details in an article and talk about endangered species.22

2D READING AND VOCABULARY
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A  Think of an endangered species. What comes to mind? The giant 
panda, the blue whale, the snow leopard? And what do these 
creatures all have in common? They’re known as ‘charismatic 
megafauna’, in other words, large species of animals which appeal 
to a lot of people. It’s no accident that the symbol of the World Wide 
Fund for Nature is a giant panda. These animals are cute or beautiful, 
or both, and of course we all want to save them. This popularity enables 
organisations such as the WWF to raise much-needed money to support 
a range of critically endangered species and protect their habitats. 
However, less well-known or ‘exciting’ creatures are far more likely to 
actually become extinct because they don't get enough attention from 
researchers. Invertebrates (animals without a backbone) make up over 
ninety percent of all the creatures on Earth, but get only a tiny percentage 
of the money available to protect our wildlife because people just don’t 
connect to them in the way that they do to a tiger or an elephant.

B  And what about those creatures that many people would fi nd positively 
ugly? The Ugly Animal Preservation Society’s mascot is the blob fi sh, voted 
the world’s ugliest animal. With its tiny eyes, big mouth and slimy pink body 
it’s far from attractive. This marine creature lives deep in the ocean, where the 
pressure is very high. As a result, it has tiny fi ns and no skeleton, which keeps 
it from being crushed by the water pressure. Unfortunately, when fi shing boats 
sweep the ocean fl oor, looking for other fi sh and crustaceans, these fi sh can get 
swept into the nets accidentally, which is causing their numbers to drop.

C  The California condor is another accidental victim of human activity. These huge 
birds with bald heads and big beaks weigh up to fourteen kilos, have a wingspan of 
up to two metres and can live as long as sixty years. They play an important role in 
the ecosystem by feeding on dead animals, thus preventing the spread of disease. 
Reintroduced into the wild after becoming extinct, other than in captivity, they are 
now under threat once more because of chemical pesticides introduced into the food 
chain and lead poisoning from the ammunition used to kill the animals they feed on.

D  The threat faced by the pangolin, however, is far from accidental. They are more 
often targeted by poachers than any other animal in the world. Unique among 
mammals, it is covered in scales, like a reptile. They may not look very cuddly or cute, 
but these scales are highly prized in traditional Chinese medicine, which has caused 
the population of pangolins in China to fall by up to ninety-nine percent since the 
1960s. However, there is no research evidence that the medicine actually has a benefi cial 
effect. Pangolins are a type of anteater. They have no teeth, but their claws are strong 
enough to dig through concrete. Their name in Cantonese means ‘the animal 
that digs through the mountain’. They are easy to catch because when 
threatened they roll up into a ball. Their scales protect them from their natural 
predators, which cannot bite them, but it’s simple for a poacher to just pick 
them up.

E  Other creatures become endangered precisely because people fi nd them ugly. 
Take the aye aye for example. Found only on the island of Madagascar, the aye aye 
is the world’s largest nocturnal primate. During the day they sleep in nests in the trees, 
coming out to hunt at night. They are solitary creatures, furry, but strange looking, with big 
eyes, large ears and long, thin, pointed fi ngers. The middle fi nger is particularly thin and 
they use it to gently knock on trees. Then they reach into the tree and pull out any insects 
that respond to the knocking. Unfortunately, the way they look means that 
they are traditionally considered an omen of bad luck. Some people even 
believe that if they point that thin middle fi nger at someone, they will die. 
As a result, they are often killed, even though, like many endangered species, 
they are now protected by law.
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they are now protected by law.

the population of pangolins in China to fall by up to ninety-nine percent since the 
1960s. However, there is no research evidence that the medicine actually has a benefi cial 

 are strong 

Take the aye aye for example. Found only on the island of Madagascar, the aye aye 
. During the day they sleep in nests in the trees, 

, but strange looking, with big 
eyes, large ears and long, thin, pointed fi ngers. The middle fi nger is particularly thin and 
they use it to gently knock on trees. Then they reach into the tree and pull out any insects 

GLOSSARY
poacher – someone who illegally 
catches or shoots animals
predator – an animal that kills and 
eats other animals 
reintroduce – bring an animal back to 
an area after it has not existed there 
for some time
wingspan – the distance from the end 
of one wing to the end of the other

02

23

2D READING AND VOCABULARY
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2E SPEAKING

4 1.18 Complete the discussion with phrases 
from the Speaking box. Listen and check.
Sam Which poster do you prefer?
Milo I don’t know. I’m 1  this one with 

the water bottle, and that one with the 
bright colours.

Jess I can’t put 2 , but the one with the 
water bottle doesn’t 3 .

Milo Maybe it’s just not as original?
Sam I don’t think this idea will really inspire 

people to take part. It takes a lot of e� ort 
to remember to bring in a reusable bottle. 
We need to think about how to motivate 
people to do it.

Milo That’s a 4 , but maybe that depends 
on how we present the concept?

Jess Yes, you’re 5 , Milo! That’s why we 
need a poster that really makes an impact.

Sam OK, let’s make a decision on which poster 
then. Will 6  the one with the bright 
colours?

Jess Yes, it looks 7  that one is the 
best idea.

5 In pairs, discuss the ideas for the competition 
in Exercise 1 and reach a decision. Use the 
language in the Speaking box.

6 In small groups, look at three posters on 
page 197. Choose one of the posters, giving 
reasons for your choice. Use language from the 
Speaking box.

1 In  pairs, look at the notice for a competition. Can you 
think of an idea that could help your school to protect the 
environment?

2  1.17 Go to page 197 and study some ideas for the 
competition in Exercise 1. Then listen to a student committee 
discussing the ideas. Which idea do they fi nally choose?

3  1.17 Complete the Speaking box with the words from the 
box. Listen to the conversation again and check your answers.

fence   fi nger   grab   mind   second   spot   track   what   with

SPEAKING | Problem-solving

Expressing indecision
I’m torn between … and …
I’m on the 1 (about) …
I’m having 2  thoughts.
I can’t make up my 3 .
On the one hand, … but on the other hand, …
I can’t put my 4  on it, but …

Expressing agreement
You’re 5  on!
That’s 6  I was going to say!
Absolutely!

Expressing disagreement
It doesn’t 7  me.
I think we’re on the wrong 8 .
That’s a good point, but …
Ok, but another option might be …
Seriously?!

Reaching a decision
So, let’s make a decision on this.
Okay, so shall we go 9  …?
It looks as if we agree that …

           Do you have an idea
to help our school better

protect the environment?
 We have up to £1000 available to help 
you get your idea o�  the ground!

 Complete the form to tell us about 
your idea and you might get 
a grant to make it a reality!

24 □ I can use fi xed phrases to express indecision, agreement, disagreement.
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2E SPEAKING

6  1.20 Look at these sentences from the recording. 
Then read the rules a–d below and complete the 
sentences with an appropriate form. Listen and check.

1 So, I  set up a small business recycling and 
customising denim. 

2 I  selling them online once I have enough items 
to sell.

3 I  start working on a project to design a shop 
window display. 

4 It  go on display to the public at the beginning 
of next week. 

5 So, I  get an expert to come in and talk to the 
whole school about the topic.  

6 It  at 7 p.m. at the auditorium.

We use these phrases to talk about the future:

a for plans, we can use be planning/hoping to + infi nitive 
or be thinking of + gerund

b for things happening very soon, we can use 
be about to + infi nitive

c for timetabled events, we can use be due to + infi nitive
d for formal or o�  cial arrangements, instructions or 

commands, we can use be to + infi nitive

Grammar Reference and Practice > page 174

7 Look at the rules in Exercise 6 again. Choose the correct 
verb forms to complete the mini-conversations.

Jon I’ve decided. I 1am going to give up / will give up
buying new clothes for a year.

Amy Really? Why’s that?
Jon I think we all buy too many clothes and 

I 2am thinking / am hoping to save some money 
as well.

Mary Why are you still awake?
Emma The online sale 3starts / is about to start at 2 a.m.
Mary Are you really 4planning / due to stay up that long?
Emma You’re right. I think I 5have / will have a nap now 

and set my alarm for 1.55 a.m.
Mary You’re crazy!

8 SPEAKING In groups, discuss these ideas. 

1 An item of clothing you’re about to buy.
2 A project you’re hoping to complete soon.
3 An exciting activity you’re doing this weekend.
4 An event which is due to take place in your town 

this month.
5 Something you’re going to do when you have 

enough money.

1 In pairs, look at the infographic and discuss the questions.

1 Do these statistics surprise or shock you? Say why.
2 Do you ever consider environmental issues when 

buying clothes? Say why.

2  1.19 Listen to three students talking on a radio 
programme. What projects are they involved in?

3  1.19 Listen again. Why are denim and cotton bad for 
the environment? How is Erin planning to sell her denim? 
How is Janie hoping to change people’s opinions?

Future forms for plans and hopes

4 Match the examples of future forms from the recording 
with the explanations a–e. 

1 □ I’m going to turn them into pairs of shorts.
2 □ Send me the details … and I’ll take a look.
3 □  She’ll be explaining how to understand the labels 

on clothes.
4 □ I’m meeting her next week to fi nalise the plans.
5 □ It starts at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.

a to talk about an action that is expected to happen in 
the normal course of events

b to talk about a timetabled or scheduled future event
c to talk about something which has already been 

decided
d to talk about a future arrangement with another person
e to talk about a future action decided at the moment 

of speaking

5 In pairs, discuss the pairs of sentences. Explain the 
di� erence in meaning, if any.
1 a I’m having lunch with Josie tomorrow.

b I’m going to have lunch outside today because the 
weather’s lovely. 

2 a Which platform does the train leave from?
b The train will be leaving soon. Hurry up!

3 a  Sorry about breaking your favourite mug. I’ll buy
you a new one, I promise.

b I’m going to buy a new coat this afternoon. 

THE CLOTHING INDUSTRY
Clothing production doubled from 2000 
to 2014, and the number of garments 
purchased each year by the average 
consumer increased by 60 percent.

Consumers keep clothing items about 
half as long as they did fi fteen years 
ago, throwing them away after just 
seven or eight wears.

Making one kilo of fabric 
generates an average 
of twenty-three kilos
of greenhouse gases!

GREENHOUSE GASES

23

02

25□ I can use a variety of forms to talk about plans and hopes.

2F GRAMMAR

M02_High Note SB4 09685.indd   25 29/10/2019   17:39

Sam
ple Material © Pearson 2023



1 In pairs, look at the photos and answer the questions.

1 In which photo do the vegetables look more 
appealing? Say why.

2 What environmental problems do you think the 
plastic packaging might cause? 

A B

Dear Sir or Madam,
A I am writing to draw your attention to a pressing problem to which your stores are contributing signifi cantly by their 
use of non-biodegradable plastic packaging.

Like many others, B I am deeply concerned by the huge quantity of plastic used to package items which simply do 
not require it. We are told that since the 1950s the world has produced 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic, of which around 
seventy-nine percent has been thrown into a landfi ll or left as waste in the general environment. C It is essential that
we all take immediate action to prevent this.

Much of this plastic is a result of unnecessary packaging. It is vital that this is reduced as much as possible. Some 
supermarkets have managed to cut the amount of plastic packaging by using sustainable cardboard instead of 
plastic, or simply by removing unnecessary plastic from tissue boxes, pizza boxes and other items. I would ask you 
to investigate alternative forms of packaging for your products as a matter of urgency.

In the meantime, perhaps the quickest way to start to tackle this problem would be to sell fruit and vegetables 
without any extra packaging, creating a plastic-free aisle, where customers could use paper bags or their own 
reusable containers. Around a third of consumers say that they base their buying decisions on ethical practices, 
so providing an opportunity to buy fruit and vegetables plastic-free could help you to win over a large number of 
new customers.
D I urge you to consider these possible solutions very seriously, and do everything in your power to reduce the 
amount of plastic you use in packaging, to protect the future of the planet. 

I look forward to your response.

Yours faithfully,

Sean Bright

From: Sean Bright yesterday at 20.13
To: Customer Service
Subject: Reduce plastic!

2 Read Sean's email to Customer Service. What problem 
does he describe and what three solutions does 
he suggest? 

3 Read the email again. Do you think that the problems 
and solutions the writer describes are likely to 
persuade the reader that something should be done?

26

2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY | A formal email

□ I can write a formal email.
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6 Rewrite the sentences in a more formal style using the 
words in brackets.

1 I heard that plastic litter in the sea is harming more 
than 600 species. (estimated)

2 It’s important to look after nature. (vital)
3 You’ve got to stop using plastic packaging! (urge)
4 All the best, James. (faithfully)
5 I’m really bothered by the amount of plastic we use. 

(concerned)
6 Get rid of plastic packaging! (banned)
7 I’m writing to tell you how bothered I am about … 

(express)
8 You should look into other options. (ask/investigate)
9 It’s important to do this right away. (essential/action)

10 You must do this very soon. (done/urgency)

7 Match adjectives from box A and verbs from box B to 
sentences 1–4 to make collocations with the words 
problem and solution.

A  complex   ideal   fundamental   minor   realistic   
signifi cant   simple   workable  

B  address   deal with   face   implement   o� er   provide 

1 I am writing to draw your attention to a pressing /
/ / / problem …

2 However, probably the simplest way to tackle /
/ / this problem would be …

3 I would suggest that this could be a(n) viable /
/ / / solution.

4 A committee might be able to devise / /
/ a solution to the problem.

8 SPEAKING Read the factfi le below. Is the situation similar 
in your country? Can you think of any other solutions to 
the problems caused by this type of co� ee cup?

9 WRITING TASK Write a formal email to a co� ee shop 
chain in your country. Describe the problem of 
disposable cups and urge the chain to take action. 
Use your ideas from Exercise 8 and the language 
from this lesson to help you.

4 Complete the Writing box by matching the sentence 
beginnings 1–12 with the endings a–l.

WRITING | A formal email 

Greeting and signing o� 
1 □ If you know the name of the person, 
2 □ If you don’t know the name of the person, 
3 □ If you start a letter Dear Sir/Madam,
4 □ If you start a letter with the name of the person,

a end the letter Yours sincerely.
b start the letter Dear Sir or Madam or Dear Sir/Madam.
c start the letter Dear Mr/Mrs/Ms Smith.
d end the letter Yours faithfully.

Structure of the email (or letter)
5 □ In the introduction,
6 □ In the main paragraphs,
7 □ In the fi nal paragraph,
8 □ Before you sign o� ,

e ask the recipient of the email/letter to take some action.
f state the problem(s) and o� er some solutions.
g mention that you expect a reply.
h state your reasons for writing.

Formal writing conventions
 9 □ Don’t use contractions, e.g.
10 □  Avoid using phrasal verbs, e.g.
11 □  Make points less personal/direct by using 

passives, e.g.
12 □  Make your tone less direct by using hypothetical 

constructions, e.g.

i use reduce rather than cut down on.
j use We are told that rather than Some people say.
k use I would ask you to rather than Please ….
l use I am writing not I’m writing.

5 Read the email again. Match the underlined phrases
A–D to the categories below.

Giving your reasons for writing
I am writing to express my concern about …
1 
I am writing with regard to …

Explaining why the issue is important
2 
I am extremely worried that …
I fi nd it unacceptable that …
It is for these reasons that I …

Making a point forcefully
3 
The situation cannot be allowed to continue.

Call to action/asking for action
I would ask you to …
4 
I would be grateful if you could …

chain in your country. Describe the problem of 
disposable cups and urge the chain to take action. 
Use your ideas from Exercise 8 and the language 

02
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2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY | A formal email

The problem
The UK uses 2.5 billion paper coffee cups 
per year – less than 1 percent of them are 
recycled. The cups have a plastic coating 
which can only be recycled at specialist units.
Possible solutions
•  The cups could be changed so there is a plastic lining 

which can be detached.
•  Customers could pay a fee to ‘rent’ a reusable cup and 

get the money back when they return it.
•  Cups could be made of something edible, like an ice 

cream cone.
•  Customers could be charged extra if they don’t bring 

their own cup (rather than getting a discount if they do).

coffee cups
Disposable
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2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY
 5.8

advances in sth /ədˈvɑːnsəs ɪn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

alternative to sth /ɔːlˈtɜːnətɪv tə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

artificial intelligence /ˌɑːtɪˈfɪʃəl ɪnˈtelədʒəns/

as a consequence/result of /əz ə ˈkɒnsəkwəns/
rɪˈzʌlt əv/

be bound to /ˌbi ˈbaʊnd tə/

be due to /ˌbi ˈdjuː tə/

be likely/unlikely to /ˌbi ˈlaɪkli/ʌnˈlaɪkli tə/

be sure to /ˌbi ˈʃɔː tə/

bring about (phr v) /ˌbrɪŋ əˈbaʊt/

cause (n, v) /kɔːz/

countless (adj) /ˈkaʊntləs/

driverless car /ˈdraɪvələs ˌkɑː/

drop steadily /ˈdrɒp ˌstedəli/

dystopia (n) /dɪsˈtəʊpiə/

dystopian (adj) /dɪsˈtəʊpɪən/

face sth /ˈfeɪs ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

fight over sth /ˌfaɪt ˈəʊvə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

give rise to sth /ˌɡɪv ˈraɪz tə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

human error (n) /ˌhjuːmən ˈerə/ 

improvement (n) /ɪmˈpruːvmənt/

increasingly (adv) /ɪnˈkriːsɪŋli/

key reason /ˈkiː ˌriːzən/

lead to sth /ˈliːd tə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

life expectancy (n) /ˌlaɪf ɪkˈspektənsi/

nutrition (n) /njuːˈtrɪʃən/

obvious (adj) /ˈɒbviəs/

permanent (adj) /ˈpɜːmənənt/

predict (v) /prɪˈdɪkt/

projection (n) /prəˈdʒekʃən/

reduce (v) /rɪˈdjuːs/

reduction (n) /rɪˈdʌkʃən/

result from/in sth /rɪˈzʌlt frəm/ɪn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

semi-skilled job /ˌsemiˈskɪld ˌdʒɒb/

switch (v) /swɪtʃ/

synthetic protein /sɪnˌθetɪk ˈprəʊtiːn/

unskilled job /ˌʌnˈskɪld ˌdʒɒb/

water shortage (n) /ˈwɔːtə ˌ ʃɔːtɪdʒ/

with any luck /wɪð ˌeni ˈlʌk/

2B VOCABULARY  5.9
acid rain (n) /ˌæsɪd ˈreɪn/

bind sth together /ˈbaɪnd ˌsʌmθɪŋ təˌɡeðə/

deforestation (n) /diːˌfɒrəˈsteɪʃən/

endangered species /ɪnˌdeɪndʒəd ˈspiːʃiːz/

exhaust fumes /ɪɡˈzɔːst ˌfjuːmz/

extinction (n) /ɪkˈstɪŋkʃən/

for safety reasons /fə ˈseɪfti ˌriːzənz/

fossil fuel (n) /ˈfɒsəl ˌfjuːəl/

global heating /ˌɡləʊbəl ˈhiːtɪŋ/

greenhouse e�ect (n) /ˌɡriːnhaʊs ɪˈfekt/

habitat loss (n) /ˌhæbətæt ˈlɒs/

industrial waste /ɪnˌdʌstriəl ˈweɪst/

ozone layer (n) /ˈəʊzəʊn ˌleɪə/

pollute (v) /pəˈluːt/

provide sth (v) /prəˈvaɪd ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

renewable energy /rɪˌnjuːəbəl ˈenədʒi/

sealed container /ˌsiːld kənˈteɪnə/

soil erosion (n) /ˈsɔɪl ɪˌrəʊʒən/

store (v) /stɔː/

threat to sth (n) /ˈθret tə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

toxic waste (n) /ˌtɒksɪk ˈweɪst/

vehicle emissions (n) /ˌviːɪkəl ɪˈmɪʃənz/

water scarcity (n) /ˈwɔːtə ˌskeəsəti/

wind turbine (n) /ˈwɪnd ˌtɜːbaɪn/

2C LISTENING AND VOCABULARY 
 5.10

benefit sb (v) /ˈbenəfɪt ˌsʌmbɒdi/

blistering heat/temperature /ˌblɪstərɪŋ ˌhiːt/
ˌtemprətʃə/

carbon dioxide (n) /ˌkɑːbən daɪˈɒksaɪd/

freak weather /ˌfriːk ˈweðə/

gale-force wind /ˈɡeɪlˌfɔːs ˌwɪnd/

gradual (adj) /ˈɡrædʒuəl/

greenhouse gas /ˌɡriːnhaʊs ˌɡæs/

heat wave /ˈhi:t weɪv/

heavy snow/rain /ˌhevi ˈsnəʊ/ˈrein/

humidity (n) /hjuːˈmɪdəti/

rise sharply /ˈraɪz ˌ ʃɑːpli/

scorching temperature /ˈskɔːtʃɪŋ ˌtemprətʃə/

soaring (adj) /ˈsɔːrɪŋ/

solar activity /ˌsəʊlə ækˈtɪvəti/

sub-zero temperature /ˌsʌb ˈzɪərəʊ ˈtemprətʃə/

temporary (adj) /ˈtempərəri/

torrential rain /təˈrenʃəl ˈreɪn/

variation (n) /ˌveəriˈeɪʃən/

REMEMBER MORE
1 Complete the statements with 

words from the word list in 
the correct form. Then decide 
which statements are false.

1 □ Japan is a country with 
one of the lowest average 
life e  (84.2 years).

2 □ A simple and e�ective way 
to reduce vehicle e 
is to drive at steady speed.

3 □ Sugar has a b  e�ect 
on the brain – it helps us 
learn faster and remember 
more. 

4 □ Each year, over 140 million 
pound's worth of clothing 
is thrown away and ends 
up in l  . 

5 □ D  plastic cutlery and 
straws are on the way out. 
There are plenty of eco-
friendly alternatives. 

2 Make collocations, using the 
verbs from the box. Then check 
with the word list.

draw   express   go/become   
make   tackle

1  extinct
2  an impact
3  concern
4  a problem
5  attention

3 Write words or phrases with 
opposite meanings. Then check 
with the word list.

1 vertebrate – 
2 sub-zero temperatures – 

3 drop steadily – 
4 single-use – 

4 Complete the phrases with the 
correct adjectives formed from 
the words in bold. Then check 
with the word list.

1  changes GRADE
2  puppies FUR
3 possibilities COUNT
4  flowers EAT
5 energy NEW

5 Do the task below.

Write your own quiz similar to 
the one in Exercise 1 above. Find 
some interesting facts and write 
4 true/false sentences with the 
phrases from the word list. You 
may challenge your classmates 
or publish your quiz online.28

Word List 
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2D READING AND VOCABULARY
 5.11

allocate (v) /ˈæləkeɪt/

amphibian (n) /æmˈfɪbiən/

anteater (n) /ˈæntˌiːtə/

anthropologist (n) /ˌænθrəˈpɒlədʒɪst/

appeal to sb (v) /əˈpiːl tə ˌsʌmbɒdi/

backbone (n) /ˈbækbəʊn/

be under threat /ˌbi ˌʌndə ˈθret/

beak (n) /biːk/

become/go extinct /bɪˌkʌm/ˌɡəʊ ɪkˈstɪŋkt/

benefi cial e� ect /ˌbenɪˈfɪʃəl ɪˈfekt/

blue whale (n) /ˈbluː ˌweɪl/

chemical pesticides /ˌkemɪkəl ˈpestɪsaɪdz/

claw (n) /klɔː/

concrete (n) /ˈkɒŋkriːt/

conservation (n) /ˌkɒnsəˈveɪʃən/

critically endangered /ˌkrɪtɪkli ɪnˈdeɪndʒəd/

crustacean (n) /krʌˈsteɪʃən/

cuddly (adj) /ˈkʌdli/

damp (adj) /dæmp/

defence mechanism (n) /dɪˈfens ˌmekənɪzəm/

feed on sth (phr v) /ˌfiːd ˈɒn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

fi n (n) /fɪn/

food chain /ˈfuːd tʃeɪn/

furry (adj) /ˈfɜːri/

get swept /ˌget ˈswept/

highly prized (adj) /ˌhaɪli ˈpraɪzd/

in captivity /ˌɪn kæpˈtɪvəti/

in danger of extinction /ɪn ˈdeɪndʒər əv 
ɪkˈstɪŋkʃən/

invertebrate (n) /ɪnˈvɜːtəbrət/

lead poisoning (n) /ˈled ˌpɔɪzənɪŋ/

make up (phr v) /ˌmeɪk ˈʌp/

mammal (n) /ˈmæməl/

marine (adj) /məˈriːn/

megafauna (n) /ˌmeɡəˈfɔːnə/

natural predator /ˌnætʃərəl ˈpredətə/

nocturnal (adj) /nɒkˈtɜːnl/

ocean fl oor /ˌəʊʃən ˈflɔː/

omen (n) /ˈəʊmən/

pangolin (n) /pæŋˈgəʊlɪn/

poacher (n) /ˈpəʊtʃə/

preservation (n) /ˌprezəˈveɪʃən/

prevent sth (v) /prɪˈvent ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

primate (n) /ˈpraɪmeɪt/

pygmy tarsier (n) /ˌpɪgmi ˈtɑːsɪə/

raise money /ˌreɪz ˈmʌni/

reintroduce (v) /ˌriːɪntrəˈdjuːs/

reptile (n) /ˈreptaɪl/

research evidence /rɪˈsɜːtʃ ˌevɪdəns/

scale (n) /skeɪl/

skeleton (n) /ˈskelətən/

slimy (adj) /ˈslaɪmi/

slippery (adj) /ˈslɪpəri/

solitary (adj)  /ˈsɒlətəri/

spread of disease /ˌspred əv dɪˈziːz/

toxic waste (n) /ˌtɒksɪk ˈweɪst/

vertebrate (n) /ˈvɜːtəbrət/

vulnerable (adj) /ˈvʌlnərəbəl/

water pressure (n) /ˈwɔːtə ˌpreʃə/

wingspan (n) /ˈwɪŋspæn/

2E SPEAKING  5.12
be on the fence (about sth) /ˌbi ɒn ðə ˈfens 

(əˌbaʊt ˌsʌmθɪŋ)/

be on the right/wrong track /ˌbi ɒn ðə ˌraɪt/rɒŋ 
ˈtræk/

be spot on /ˌbi ˌspɒt-ˈɒn/

be torn between /ˌbi ˈtɔːn bɪˌtwiːn/

get a grant /ˌɡet ə ˈgrɑːnt/

get your idea o�  the ground /ˌɡet jə aɪˈdɪə ɒf ðə 
ˌɡraʊnd/

go with (phr v) /ˌɡəʊ ˈwɪð/

grab sb /ˈɡræb ˌsʌmbɒdi/

have second thoughts /ˌhəv ˌsekənd ˈθɔːts/

make a decision /ˌmeɪk ə dɪˈsɪʒən/

make an impact /ˌmeɪk ən ˈɪmpækt/

make up your mind /ˌmeɪk ˈʌp jə ˌmaɪnd/

put your fi nger on something /ˌpʊt ˌjə ˈfɪŋɡə ɒn 
ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

reusable (adj) /ˌriːˈjuːzəbəl/

single-use (adj) /ˈsɪŋɡəl juːz/

2F GRAMMAR  5.13
auditorium (n) /ˌɔːdəˈtɔːriəm/

average consumer /ˌævərɪdʒ kənˈsjuːmə/

clothing item /ˌkləʊðɪŋ ˈaɪtəm/

customise (v) /ˈkʌstəmaɪz/

denim (n) /ˈdenɪm/

double (v) /ˈdʌbəl/

garment (n) /ˈɡɑːmənt/

generate (v) /ˈdʒenəreɪt/

on display /ɒn dɪˈspleɪ/

purchase (v) /ˈpɜːtʃɪs/

set up a business /ˌset ˈʌp ə ˌbɪznəs/

window display (n) /ˈwɪndəʊ dɪˌspleɪ/

2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY
 5.14

address a problem /əˌdres ə ˈprɒbləm/

aisle (n) /aɪl/

appealing (adj) /əˈpiːlɪŋ/

as a matter of urgency /əz ə ˌmætər əv ˈɜːdʒənsi/

ban (v) bæn

biodegradable (adj) /ˌbaɪəʊdɪˈɡreɪdəbəl/

bothered (adj) /ˈbɒðəd/

charge sb (v) /ˈtʃɑːdʒ ˌsʌmbɒdi/

cut down on sth (phr v) /ˌkʌt ˈdaʊn ɒn ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

deal with a problem /ˌdiːl wɪð ə ˈprɒbləm/

detach (v) /dɪˈtætʃ/

devise a solution /dɪˌvaɪz ə səˈluːʃən/

disposable (adj) /dɪˈspəʊzəbəl/

draw (sb’s) attention to sth /ˌdrɔː (ˌsʌmbɒdiz)
əˈtenʃən tə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

edible (adj) /ˈedəbəl/

ethical practices /ˌeθɪkəl ˈpræktɪsəz/

express (your) concern about sth /ɪkˌspres (jə)
kənˈsɜːn əˌbaʊt ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

face a problem /ˌfeɪs ə ˈprɒbləm/

fi nd sth unacceptable /faɪnd ˌsʌmθɪŋ 
ˌʌnəkˈseptəbəl/

fundamental (adj) /ˌfʌndəˈmentl/

implement (v) /ˈɪmpləment/

landfi ll (n) /ˈlændfɪl/

o� er a solution /ˌɒfə ə səˈluːʃən/

plastic coating /ˌplæstɪk ˈkəʊtɪŋ/

plastic lining /ˌplæstɪk ˈlaɪnɪŋ/

pressing problem /ˌpresɪŋ ˈprɒbləm/

provide a solution /prəˌvaɪd ə səˈluːʃən/

realistic/simple solution /rɪəˌlɪstɪk/ˌsɪmpəl 
səˈluːʃən/

sustainable /səˈsteɪnəbəl/

tackle a problem /ˌtækəl ə ˈprɒbləm/

take immediate action /ˌteɪk ɪˌmiːdiət ˈækʃən/

tissue box (n) /ˈtɪʃuː bɒks/

urge sb to do sth /ˈɜːdʒ ˌsʌmbɒdi tə ˈduː ˌsʌmθɪŋ/

viable/workable solution /ˌvaɪəbəl/ˌwɜːkəbəl 
səˈluːʃən/

with regard to sth /wɪð rɪˈgɑːd tə ˌsʌmθɪŋ/
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VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR

1 Complete the sentences with the words from the box. 
There are three extra words.

acid   blistering   boiling  erosion   freak  freezing   
fumes   greenhouse   layer   ozone   scarcity   
torrential   turbines   vehicle  

1 The weather is really weird. It’s  cold one 
minute and then  hot the next.

2 Pollution in the atmosphere results in  rain.
3 Soil  happens when the plants and trees that 

keep it in place are destroyed by the elements or man.
4 The  heat caused the pavement to melt!
5 Powerful wind  use wind power to create energy.
6 A good way of reducing  emissions is to 

promote the production of electric cars, which don’t 
produce harmful exhaust .

7 Because of global heating,  weather conditions 
are more common with periods of drought followed 
by  rain.

8 Below average rainfall can result in water .

2 Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.

1 My dad works at sea. They sometimes catch slimy /
soaked marine creatures by mistake, as well as fi sh!

2 A fi sh’s scales / fi ns help it to move through the water 
in the right direction.

3 It isn’t easy to take a good photo of an owl. As they 
are solitary / nocturnal, they are much more active 
at night!

4 Poachers / Predators capture rare creatures which are 
sometimes endangered / extinct, and sell them for 
a lot of money.

5 Lead poisoning / Pesticides used by human beings not 
only kill harmful insects but other creatures as well.

3 Look at the underlined expressions. Tick (✔) the correct 
ones, cross (✘) those that are wrong and correct them.

1 I hope I’ll earn ✘  so much money by the time 
I’m 40 that I won’t need to work anymore ✔ . 
will have earned

2 This time next week, you are going to give  our 
presentation about climate change but you won’t
have fi nished  yet!

3 Some scientists think that by the end of the twenty-
fi rst century we will be discovering  a cure to many 
serious illnesses so probably we are going to live
a lot longer.

4 I’m certain most people in the future will have driven
electric cars. I just hope it won’t be  too late for the 
environment.

5 By six o’clock, they will be working for  twenty-four 
hours non-stop to clear up the damage caused by the 
fl ood. Extra help is certain to arrive  soon. 

4 Complete the dialogues with the correct future forms 
of the verbs in brackets.

1 A What are you up to later?
B Well, I  (hope) to fi nish my university project. 

After that, I  (go) on the ‘Save the Planet’ 
protest! I’ve arranged to meet everyone at 5 p.m.

2 A  Are you ready yet? The guests  (arrive) soon. 
It’s almost seven o’clock!

B They  (come) at eight, not seven. Don’t panic!
3 A What do you think of the new weather app?

B I haven’t used it yet. I  (give) it a try later on. 
Then I  (let) you know.

4 A  I  (plan) to go to the lecture on the blob fi sh. 
What time  it (start)?

B At 2 p.m. So hurry up!

USE OF ENGLISH

5 Complete the second sentence using the word in bold 
so that it means the same as the fi rst one. Use between 
two and fi ve words, including the word in bold.

1 The lecture is going  to start soon. ABOUT
The lecture .

2 It's been so hot today that it’s very probable there will 
be a storm here. BOUND
It’s been so hot today that a storm here.

3 The bridge was closed because of gale force winds. TO
The bridge was closed .

4 It is probable global heating will be worse in fi fty 
years. LIKELY
Global heating in fi fty years.

5 We have arranged to meet on Thursday morning. 
PLANNING

on Thursday morning.
6 Global heating has caused freak weather in many 

parts of the world. RISE
Global heating  freak weather in many parts of 
the world.

Use of English > page 191

02 Revision
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LISTENING

6  1.21 You are going to hear six short recordings. 
Read questions 1–6 and the possible answers. 
Then listen and choose the correct answer for each 
recording. 

STRATEGY | Multiple choice

• Read the questions and underline key words. Decide 
on the focus of each question, so you know what 
you’re listening for. 

• The task may include questions where you have 
to decide if the speakers agree or disagree about 
something. Remember the speakers may agree about 
some issues but disagree about others. 

• Before you choose the answer, listen to the whole 
recording. 

1 You are going to hear a radio weather forecast. 
What does the presenter announce?
a A hurricane is about to cross Britain.
b The weather will get better.
c Temperatures are below freezing everywhere.

2 You are going to hear two friends discussing 
a TV documentary. What do they disagree about?
a That a TV programme about GM foods was interesting.
b That GM crops are necessary.
c People aren’t aware what animals eat.

3 You are going to hear two friends talking about 
something. What are they discussing?
a which animal to sponsor
b which animal photo to put on a website
c which animals are in the greatest danger of extinction

4 You are going to hear a woman talking on a radio 
programme. What is the speaker’s purpose?
a to review a fi lm
b to review a book
c to explain her vision of the future

5 You are going to hear a student talking to a teacher. 
Why did the student choose this volunteering project?
a It was recommended to him.
b It will help him to learn people skills.
c He would like to work with animals.

6 You are going to hear a young woman talking about 
a hobby. How does she feel about it?
a She fi nds it boring.
b She fi nds it addictive.
c She would like to be better at it.

SPEAKING

7 A local youth group is organising a talk for teenagers 
called The future is almost here. The group has asked 
you to help them to decide which is the most interesting 
topic for teenagers. Talk about the possible topics and 
then decide which is the most inspiring.

STRATEGY | Collaborative task

Try to keep speaking rather than fi nish your discussion 
early. Show that you can use a range of vocabulary and 
grammatical structures. 

Recycling: 
clothes of the 

future!
The future 
of plastic.

Getting around 
in 2050: the 

future of 
transport.

The weather in 
our town in ten 

years’ time.

What will 
we be eating 
twenty years 

from now?

WHICH TOPIC 
IS THE MOST 

INTERESTING?

8 Now discuss these questions.

1 Do you think transport in your town or city will be the 
same in twenty years’ time? How might it be di� erent?

2 Some people say we will eat pills instead of food in 
the future. Do you agree? Say why.

3 Why do people buy clothes from second-hand shops?
4 Do you think it’s a good idea to ban plastic containers? 

Say why.

WRITING

9 You see this leafl et about the proposed construction of 
a new road. You agree with the objections and decide 
to write a letter to the council.

Say NO now!

The Council has proposed the construction of a new 
road link to the town centre to improve access and 
help businesses including shops. 
It is a BIG MISTAKE!

• It will increase levels of noise pollution.

• Vehicle emissions will rise.

• It will damage both the environment and tourism.

Write your letter.
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1 Do you ever watch inspiring or motivating short 
talks online? Why do you think they are popular? 
Discuss in pairs.

2 Look at the list of popular topics for motivating talks. 
Which would you like to watch? Say why.

• How to be happy.
• Why stress can be a good thing.
• The importance of creativity.
• Why looking good isn’t really that important.
• How to be a more e� ective public speaker.
• The power of believing in your dreams.

3  1.22 Listen to two students talking about giving 
talks. One of them recently gave a motivational 
talk for the fi rst time. What did she learn from 
the experience?

4  1.22 Complete the advice in the Life Skills box with 
one word in each gap. Then listen again and check.

LIFE SKILLS |  How to give a persuasive presentation (1)

Planning and delivery
• Focus on getting across just one key 1 . 

Everything you say should clearly relate to this.
• Plan a strong 2  and 3 . Practise exactly 

what you’re going to say at these points.
• It’s vital to 4  with the audience. You can do 

this through:
– keeping good eye contact
– engaging them with some 5  facts, saying 

something funny, or telling a 6  anecdote
– making your voice sound 7

– using 8  aids and props.

LIFE SKILLS
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5  1.23 5 Watch or listen to Jenny, a student, 
giving a presentation. Answer the questions.

1 What does Jenny say is the key message of her talk?
2 How does she make the beginning of her talk 

memorable and engaging?
3 What personal stories does she tell?
4 What is the prop she uses towards the end of the talk, 

and why does she use it?

LI
FE

 S
KI

LL
S 

VI
D

EO

6  1.24 Study the Life Skills box. Then listen to four 
extracts from Jenny’s presentation. Write the number 
of each extract next to the rhetorical feature she uses. 
Some extracts relate to more than one point.

LIFE SKILLS | How to give a persuasive presentation (2)

Using rhetorical devices
Rhetorical devices are techniques used by a speaker to 
make their language or arguments more persuasive or 
convincing.

□ Emotion
People tend to respond to emotional language, or an 
appeal to their emotions.

□ Rhetorical questions
A rhetorical question is asked to make a point, rather than 
to get an answer.

□ Quotations
A well-selected quotation from a famous person can give 
your argument more weight.

□ Repetition
The repetition of a particular word or phrase, usually 
something which carries a key meaning.

□ Tripling
People seem to respond to information in threes, so 
speeches often list three similar things, or make three 
similar points.

7 Rewrite the sentences following the instructions 
in brackets.

1 Doing well in exams requires several di� erent things. 
(Think of three things and use tripling.)
Hard work, motivation and determination are all 
required for exam success.

2 I think you probably all agree with me. 
(Use a rhetorical question.)

3 I have never forgotten my fi rst day at primary school 
or at secondary school. (Use repetition by repeating 
I have never forgotten)

4 It’s probably a good idea to stand up for our beliefs. 
(Make this statement more convincing. Use emotional 
adjectives or adverbs. Start with If we …)

5 This issue a� ects a lot of di� erent people. 
(Think of three people or groups of people the 
problem a� ects and use tripling.)

6 I’m not sure what we should do about this. 
(Use a rhetorical question.)

8  1.25 Listen to three pairs of sentences. In each 
pair, which sentence sounds more interesting and 
engaging? Say why.

9  1.26 Look at some sentences from Jenny’s talk 
and underline key words (words that carry the most 
meaning). Listen and check which words Jenny 
stresses. Repeat the stress and intonation. 

1 I’d like to talk about the aims and ambitions we all have.
2 We need to have something to reach for and to help 

us move forward.
3 If you’ve got something you really want to do, then 

you shouldn’t let anything stop you.
4 For as long as I can remember, I’ve loved to swim.
5 But what they hadn’t realised was just how 

determined I was.
6 But if you are really passionate about something, 

don’t be afraid to take the risk.

 10 Work in pairs. Choose one of the topics below, or think 
of another one that you feel strongly about. Make a list 
of arguments and examples to support them. 

1 It is more important to enjoy life than make money.
2 Developing self-discipline is essential to success in life.
3 Video games are good for you.

 11 Do the task below.

LIFE SKILLS | Project

Use your notes  from Ex.10 to give a short presentation. 
• Prepare a presentation based on your plan.
• Organise your arguments and examples into clear sections.
• Use the tips from the Life Skills box to make your 

presentation as persuasive and motivating as possible.
• Use some of the rhetorical devices from the Speaking box.
• Give your talk to the class. Think about stress and intonation.
• Listen to other students’ presentations. Notice what 

techniques they use to make their presentation impactful.
• Choose the most persuasive presentation. 
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