
4  Complete the factfi le with the forms from the box.

will be fl ying    will be leaving    will be spending  
will be watching    will have been training    
will have been travelling    will have covered  
will have learned

Looking ahead02
Future forms for predictions

1  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of 
will or going to and the verbs in brackets. Sometimes 
more than one answer is possible.

1  My grandfather is 89 years old, but he’s in great shape, 
so I’m sure he 's going to live/'ll live (live) to be 100.

2  Many experts expect that technology       
(improve) living conditions for people in the 
developing world, but there’s no evidence of that.

3  Look at these statistics – they are very optimistic. 
Without a doubt, crime fi gures       
(continue) to decrease in the near future.

4  Some people fear that robots        (take) 
control of society soon, but I think that’s unlikely.

5  Our new facial recognition software is already very 
popular in Europe. We        (make) 
a fortune once we launch it in countries across the 
world.

2  Match sentences 1–5 with explanations a–c.

1  □  We’ll be sleeping under the stars at this time next 
week.          

2  □  Sue and Fiona will have watched the entire fi rst 
series by the end of today.        

3  □  Please don’t complain. I’ll be revising while you’re 
relaxing on the beach!        

4  □  Unfortunately, we won’t have arrived by the time 
the restaurant closes at 9 p.m.

5  □  By the time we reach the entrance, we’ll have 
been waiting for three hours!        

a an activity in progress at a specifi c time in the future
b  an activity which will be completed by a specifi c time 

in the future
c  an activity which continues up to a specifi c point in 

the future         

3  Choose the correct words to complete the sentences. 
In one sentence both answers are possible.

1  You’ve done so much revision you’re bound / unlikely
to pass your exams.

2  With such strong winds, the ski-lifts are unlikely / sure
to be open.

3  Although we can’t be certain, we think the pool is sure /
likely to be busy today.

4 After her injury, it’s unlikely / likely that Shana will 
reach the fi nals.

5  Without a map or GPS you are bound / certain to get 
lost if you don’t know the area.

2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

Manned mission to

MARS

• The Mars Explorer team 1will be leaving planet Earth 
in late 2025.

• By that time, they 2      for their mission 
for over five years.

• They 3      how to cope with every 
possible technical problem.

• On launch day, millions of people 4      
them set off.

• The five crew members 5      twenty-
four hours a day together.

• They 6      faster than anyone has ever 
flown before.

• By the time they reach the red planet, they  
7      over fifty million kilometres.

• When they finally return to Earth, they 
8      for over three years.

16
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Looking ahead

2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 25

5  Read the headlines and use the prompts to write 
sentences.

President to visit UK on 23 October

1  By / 23rd October / special agents / fi nish / all their 
security checks
By 23 October, special agents will have fi nished all their 
security checks.

2  By / time the President arrives / people / wait / two 
years for an o�  cial visit
                        

3  On / 23 October / the President / address / MPs in the 
UK parliament
                        

City centre closed to cars from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Sunday for protest march

4  By / 4 p.m. / police / block / tra�  c into the city centre / 
for three hours

                           
5  By / 7 p.m. / all the protesters / fi nish / the march

                        
6  By / 7.05 p.m. / people / drive / through the city centre 

again
                        

6  Read the answers and write the questions.

1 Will you be watching the match tomorrow?
No, I won’t be watching the match tomorrow.

2                       
Yes, Laura will have fi nished school by 4 p.m.

3                         
I’ll have been training for nine years by the time 
I qualify as a surgeon.

4                         
Yes, I’ll have read both books by the weekend.

7 USE OF ENGLISH Complete the second sentence 
using the word in bold so that it means the same as the 
fi rst one. Use between two and fi ve words, including 
the word in bold.

In the not-too-distant future …
1 driverless cars will almost certainly reduce the 

number of road accidents. SURE
driverless cars are sure to reduce the number of road 
accidents.

2 powerful computers will almost defi nitely become 
smaller, faster and cheaper. CERTAIN
powerful computers        smaller, faster 
and cheaper.

3 the human race probably won’t go and live on 
another planet. UNLIKELY
the human race        on another planet.

4 smoking will almost certainly be banned altogether. 
BOUND
smoking        altogether.

8  Complete the sentences with one word in each 
gap.

1  I hope that by the age of thirty, I’ll be running my own 
successful tech business.

2  Is Svetlana likely      apologise for her 
behaviour?

3  By the time they get home, Lily and Dom will have 
     travelling for eighteen hours!

4  Do you think you’ll      fi nished your project 
before next week’s deadline?

5  I think it’s likely that      the year 2050, doctors 
will have found a cure for cancer.

6  Three years      now, Harold will have gained 
his degree in astrophysics.

9  Complete the text with the correct forms of the 
verbs in brackets.

By the time I get on the train at London St Pancras next 
Saturday, I 1'll have been planning (plan) this trip for two 

months! I 2      (save up) enough money to pay 
for an Interrail pass which 3      (allow) me to 
travel around Europe for one month. I’ve got a few days left 
before my trip, during which I 4      (prepare) 
my bags and buying any last minute things I need for the 
journey. When I arrive at the platform on Saturday, my friend 
Jack 5      (wait) for me. We 6      
(travel) everywhere by train and staying in different towns 
and cities on the way. By the end of the week, I hope we 
7      (reach) Madrid. I’m really excited about 
this trip. We’ve spent so much time preparing that I think 
our plan 8      (bound/succeed). What could 
possibly go wrong? 

10 ON A HIGH NOTE Make six statements about what you 
will be doing, will have done and will have been 
doing when/by the time you fi nish this English course.

17
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1  Match the compond nouns from the box with the 
defi nitions.

endangered species    exhaust fumes    greenhouse e£ ect
ozone layer    renewable energy    toxic waste
water scarcity    wind turbine

1 Types of animals in danger of extinction. endangered
species

2 Lack of water.        
3  Power produced by wind, sun, etc.        
4  A machine used to produce electric power.  

      
5  Chemicals and other harmful waste products.  

      
6  Poisonous gases produced by engines of non-electric 

vehicles.        
7 Part of the stratosphere which limits the amount of 

ultraviolet radiation reaching the Earth.        
8  Process by which gases trapped in the atmosphere 

cause the planet to heat up.        

2  Complete the crossword.

Across
3 Rain that contains a lot of pollutants.
5 Examples of this are coal, oil and gas.
6 Gradual increase in the Earth’s temperature.

Down
1 Synonym for ‘exhaust fumes’.
2 Gradual destruction of the ground by weather or people.
4 Disappearance of areas that are home to plants and animals.

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 25

2B VOCABULARY | Threats to the environment

3    9 Find the stressed word in these compound 
nouns. Listen and check.

1  climate change
2  industrial waste
3  wind turbine
4  endangered species

4  Complete the signs with one word in each gap.

SAVE OUR TREES. STOP 1ACID RAIN!

Burning fossil fuels = a hole in the ozone
2     . Stop the cycle of destruction!

MAKE PUBLIC TRANSPORT FREE TO 
REDUCE VEHICLE 3     .

CLOSE FACTORIES THAT PRODUCE 
4      WASTE NOW!

The planet belongs to all living things: protect 
5     species and stop habitat 6     .

WATER 7       WILL LEAD TO WAR! 
WE ARE THIRSTY FOR CHANGE!

5  Complete the conversation with the compound 
nouns from Exercises 1 and 2. 

Presenter On today’s podcast – Peter Crumb, 
environmental activist. Peter, what’s the 
biggest environmental issue the planet is 
facing?

Peter I think it has to be 1global heating, by which 
I mean rising temperatures caused by the 
build-up of gases in the atmosphere, 
a process otherwise known as the 
2      . We continue to burn 
3       despite knowing the harm 
they do to the environment and that they 
are certain to run out in the near future.

Presenter Yes, and we continue to drive cars that 
pollute the air with their 4      .

Peter Indeed. You see, our refusal to properly 
adopt 5       sources, such as solar 
power or wind farms with their majestic 
6      , is likely to mean things will 
get worse before they get better.

Presenter And do you think we are ever likely to 
change our behaviour?

Peter Well, I think public opinion is changing.

6 ON A HIGH NOTE Write a paragraph about threats to the 
environment in your region and what could be done 
locally to improve the situation.
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2C LISTENING AND VOCABULARY

1  10 Listen to Part 1 of a lecture. What is the main 
topic? Choose the correct answer.

a  The impact of climate change on our clothing choices.
b  Green is the new black: the rise of eco-fashion.
c  How your clothes are ruining the natural 

environment.

2   11 Listen to Part 2 of the lecture and tick the things 
that are mentioned.

1 ✓   water use
2 □ corruption
3 □ pesticides
4 □ chemical waste
5 □ child labour
6 □ consumerism
7 □ greenhouse gases
8 □ public opinion

3  11 Listen to Part 2 again and complete the 
sentences with no more than three words in each gap.

1 It takes around 7600 litres of water to produce a pair 
of jeans.

2        has caused severe damage to the 
environment in many countries.

3 What used to be the Aral Sea in Kazakhstan is now just 
      .

4 Apart from the overuse of pesticides and water, 
clothes manufacturing also produces a lot 
of       .

5 Because of ‘fast fashion’, the number of times people 
wear an item of clothing has gone down by 
       in the last fi fteen years.

6 Multinational companies in the fashion industry are 
likely to continue prioritising        over 
ethical values.

Vocabulary extension

4  Complete the text with the phrases from the box, 
which you heard in the recording in Exercises 1 and 2. 
Use the information in brackets to help you.

common knowledge    in the name of    safe to say 
share the blame    well aware of    widely reported

Most people are 1well aware of (know all about) the 
su£ ering that results from fur farming, yet all over the 
world animals are still mistreated and killed 
2     (for the sake of) fashion. Despite the fact 
that the issue has been 3     (in the news a lot)
and is now 4     (known by everyone), fur is
still seen by some people as a desirable luxury product. 
It is 5     (certain) that if there was no demand 
for fur, then these farms would close. In reality, this
means that consumers 6     (are also
responsible for the problem) with producers. 

5 ON A HIGH NOTE Would you stop purchasing clothing 
for environmental reasons? Write a short paragraph 
and explain your stance.

Pronunciation

6   12 Read some words from the lecture in Exercises 
1 and 2. How are the underlined vowel sounds 
pronounced? Listen and check.

1  jeans, each, feed, being
2  middle, river, simply, think

ACTIVE PRONUNCIATION
/iː/ and /ɪ/ sounds

/iː/ and /ɪ/ are similar sounds in English. The spelling of 
words which include these vowel sounds is not always 
a clear guide to their pronunciation.
• /iː/ (long) typically appears in words which are 

spelled with ee (e.g. seen), ea (e.g. please), and ie
(e.g. piece).

• /ɪ/ (short) typically appears in words which are 
spelled with i (e.g. big, window, spirit).

7   13 Write the words from the box in the correct 
column. Listen, check and repeat.

extinct    freeze    greenhouse    habitat    predict    sea 
species    statistics

/iː/  feet /ɪ/  fi t

           extinct           

              

8   14 Listen and notice how the vowel sound changes. 
Practise saying the pairs of words.

1  steal still
2  field filled
3  cheap chip
4  leak lick

5  sleep slip
6  wheel will
7  feeling filling

9  15 Listen to these pairs of words. Tick the word you 
hear fi rst.

1  □ slip   ✓   sleep
2  □ pill □ peel
3  □ bitten □ beaten

4  □ list  □ least
5  □ fit □ feet
6  □ lid  □ lead

10   16 Can you identify the /iː/ and /ɪ/ sounds in each 
sentence? Listen and check. Then practise saying the 
sentences.

1  An increase in industrial waste will lead to habitat 
loss.

2  The key reason for this species’ success is their big 
beaks.

3  Have you been drinking from reusable or single-use 
cups?

4  The disease spreads more quickly in humid conditions.

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 25 19
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ACTIVE VOCABULARY | Idioms with animals

In English, there are many common idioms that feature 
animals. In some cases, meaning can be guessed if you 
are aware of a particular animal’s behaviour, e.g.:
the lion’s share of something = the largest portion/amount 
of something (when lions eat their prey, they leave very 
little for other animals).

6 Complete the sentences including animal idioms 
with the words from the box. Use the information in 
brackets to help you.

bird    butterfl ies    dog    hawk    horses    snail    wolf

1  The roads were so busy that the tra�  c was going 
at a snail’s pace (very slowly) – it took us two hours 
to get home!

2  Afraid that the children might hurt themselves while 
playing, the new kindergarten teacher watched
them like a      (watched them very carefully) 
during break time.

3  Just hold your      (wait) before you go 
rushing o£ . Have you packed everything you need?

4  A little     told me (I don’t want to say who it 
was) that you’ve bought us tickets for a concert for my 
birthday. Is it true?

5  I had     in my stomach (I was nervous) 
before my English exam.

6  Be careful – the new manager looks nice and friendly, 
but she’s actually a     in sheep’s clothing
(more dangerous than she seems) and is very strict.

7  With far fewer jobs available than there are 
graduates, the post-graduate job market is a dog eat
    world (it’s very competitive).

7  ON A HIGH NOTE If you could have the powers of any 
animal, which would you choose and why? 
Write a paragraph giving your reasons.

2D READING AND VOCABULARY

1  Match sentences 1–4 about four di¡ erent animals with 
pictures A–D.

1 □ It is made angry by the colour red.         
2 □ It buries its head in the sand when it is afraid.        
3 □ It can only remember things for a few seconds.
4 □ It becomes two living creatures if cut in half.        

2  Which of the sentences in Exercise 1 do you think is 
true? Read the article quickly and check your ideas.

3  Read the article again and match questions 1–10 with 
paragraphs A–E. Each paragraph may be chosen more 
than once.

Which paragraph …
 1 □  contains good news for animals that might be 

hunted by a particular predator?
 2 □  explains why a type of animal is not eaten as some 

people believe.
 3 □  reveals that a particular animal’s eyesight is more 

sensitive than is often believed.
 4 □ suggests ancient origins for a particular myth.
 5 □  mentions an important brain function that lasts 

much longer than commonly thought.
 6 □  explains that a certain animal su£ ers from some 

vision defi ciency but otherwise its eyesight is fi ne.
 7 □  suggests that a particular truth will be a relief 

to a lot of people.
 8 □  mentions a myth linked to the desire to avoid being 

seen by predators.
 9 □  gives a specifi c example of an idiom in the context 

of the writer’s family.
 10 □  mentions a feeding behaviour that is often 

misinterpreted as an attack on a human.

Vocabulary extension

4  Match the highlighted words and phrases from the text 
with the defi nitions.

1  Not being able to fl y.  fl ightless              
2  Hard pointed parts of an animal’s head.       
3  A way of navigating using sound.                   
4  An animal eaten by another animal.     
5  Move quietly along the ground.                  
6  The ability to see well at night.                  

5  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the 
words from Exercise 4.

1  My little brother screamed when he saw a spider 
creeping out of the fruit bowl.

2  African bu£ alos are unusual because both males and 
females grow      on their heads.

3  As well as bats, marine animals such as dolphins and 
whales use      to help them navigate.

4  Penguins are      and have fl ippers.
5  Owls have extremely light-sensitive eyes and 

therefore excellent     .
6  The leopard seal’s most common      are squid 

and fi sh, but they eat penguins too.

  

A
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2D READING AND VOCABULARY

B

A Criticising my brother’s driving is like a red rag 
to a bull. He’ll lose his temper and you’ll end up walking 
instead of getting a lift! The idiom ‘like a red rag 
to a bull’ is a useful way of describing something that 
is guaranteed to make another person angry, but where 
does it come from? Well, it’s common knowledge that 
the colour of blood makes bulls angry – that’s why 
a matador’s cape is red, right? Wrong: bulls are actually 
colour-blind and it is the movement of the cape, and not 
its colour, that makes them charge at you, horns � rst. 
This is one of many common myths about the walking, 
  ying, swimming and crawling creatures with whom we 
share our beautiful planet.

B The idiom ‘as blind as a bat’ is often used to describe 
someone who can’t � nd something that’s right in front 
of them. However, even a thorough search is unlikely 
to reveal a truly blind bat because in fact, all species in 
the bat family have eyes and are capable of sight. About 
seventy percent of them use echolocation to navigate, 
but that doesn’t mean they can’t see. The remaining 
thirty percent, mainly the larger species, don’t even use 
echolocation and have excellent night vision. Another 
bat myth is that they love human hair. While they are 
known to occasionally dive towards people at high 
speed, scienti� c evidence shows that they are actually 
hunting insects and are not irresistibly attracted to your 
beautiful long hair!

C The idiom ‘to bury your head in the sand’ means to 
ignore a problem in the hope that it will go away. The 
saying is based on the behaviour of ostriches, known 
for using their beaks to dig holes in which to hide their 
head from enemies. The only problem is that this is not 
actually normal ostrich behaviour. The myth that the 
world’s largest   ightless birds do this is probably 
based on the writings of Pliny the Elder. He was 
a famous Roman naturalist who suggested around two 
thousand years ago that ostriches ‘imagine, when they 
have thrust their head and neck into a bush, that the 
whole of their body is concealed.’ Considering ostriches 
are the fastest creatures on two legs and 
have a kick powerful enough to kill a lion, they are 
much more likely to run or � ght than try to hide.

D Moving from underground to underwater, there 
are several common myths about marine creatures. 
Firstly, the idea that � sh, and especially gold� sh, have 
a memory of just a few seconds is something people 
seem to remember, but ought to forget. Experiments 
suggest a � sh’s memory is much better than that, and 
can be counted in months rather than seconds. Next, 
sharks and the disturbing idea that these incredible 
predators can detect a single drop of blood in the water 
from miles around. True, though these often solitary 
hunters have poor eyesight, they do have a highly 
developed sense of smell, with some species able to 
detect a single drop of blood in about � fty litres of 
water. However, rather disappointingly (unless you’re 
a � sh or another of the shark’s favourite prey), their 
noses are not as sensitive as is generally believed when 
it comes to blood.

E Finally, let’s head back to dry land where the insects 
and invertebrates (creatures without backbones) creep
and crawl. Firstly, despite the rumours, earthworms do 
not actually become two separate worms if you split them 
in half. Only a limited number of earthworm species can 
survive such serious injury – only the front half of the worm 
(where the mouth is located) is able to feed and so survive. 
Moving from zero to eight legs, you’ll no doubt be relieved 
and thankful that it’s not true that over a lifetime people 
swallow a large number of spiders during their sleep. While 
sleeping, we make all kinds of noises and movements that 
warn spiders of danger and prevent them from becoming 
unwanted midnight snacks. So, armed with that knowledge, 
I wish you a peaceful night’s sleep, and if you are curious 
to learn more, there are plenty more myths connected to 
animals that you can read about online.

whole of their body is concealed.’ Considering ostriches whole of their body is concealed.’ Considering ostriches 
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1  17 Listen and repeat the phrases. How do 
you say them in your language? 

SPEAKING | Problem-solving

EXPRESSING INDECISION

I’m torn between a new drinking fountain and 
a plastic recycling bin.
I’m on the fence about the advertising 
campaign.
I’m having second thoughts.
I can’t make up my mind.
On the one hand, this is a fun idea, but on the 
other hand, not everybody can a� ord it.
I can’t put my fi nger on it, but something’s not 
right with the poster.

EXPRESSING AGREEMENT

You’re spot on!
That’s what I was going to say!
Absolutely!

EXPRESSING DISAGREEMENT

It doesn’t grab me.
I think we’re on the wrong track.
That’s a good point, but I don’t know if 
everybody will agree.
OK, but another option might be to reduce 
plastic use within the town.
Seriously?!

REACHING A DECISION

So, let’s make a decision on this.
OK, so will we go with the fi rst poster?
It looks as if we agree that the fi rst poster is 
more suitable.

2  Choose the correct words to complete the 
sentences.

1 It looks as if / like we agree that we need 
a recycling bin in each classroom.

2 I’m on / over the fence about it to be honest.
3 Absolutely! / Seriously?! That’s exactly what

I think too.
4 OK, but another option / decision might be to 

wait a bit longer.
5 So, let’s do / make a decision on this, shall 

we?
6 I’m having second ideas / thoughts about our 

decision.

3  18 Complete the conversation with the correct words from 
the Speaking box. Listen and check. Which poster do the friends 
decide to use?

Dan So we have to choose one of these posters to promote our 
environmental campaign – the school clothes swap day. 
What do you think? I’m 1torn between these two.

Sia That’s what I was going to 2    ! I can’t make up my 
3     which one though. I mean – on the one 
4    , the poster with the wave of clothes is visually 
striking, but on the other hand, the one with the two guys is 
quite funny.

Dan It is, but something about it doesn’t 5     me. I can’t 
quite put my 6     on it. Maybe it needs a better 
caption or something?

Sia That’s a good 7    , but I’m not sure I can think of 
anything better.

Dan Maybe something like ‘Clothes swap day – not just for girls!’
Sia Hmm. I think we’re on the wrong 8     with the 

gender thing. How about ‘You never know what you’ll fi nd 
at clothes swap day’. Sort of like these two guys found each 
other among the clothes, if you know what I mean.

Dan I think you’re 9     on! I like it!
Sia OK, so will we 10     with this one then?
Dan Defi nitely. I’ll change the caption and print a few o£ .

4  ON A HIGH NOTE Write a short conversation between two friends 
who want to organise a fundraising event for their school. Use 
phrases from this lesson.

2E SPEAKING DROWNING IN 
OLD CLOTHES? 
BRING THEM TO
CLOTHES SWAP DAY.

AT CLOTHES SWAP DAY
Swap old clothes for new
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Future forms for plans and hopes

1  Read the sentences. Then complete the rules with 
the structures and names of tenses in bold.

1 The shopping centre opens at 10 a.m. (Present Simple)
2 I’m going to give these old blankets to the charity shop.
3 I will take a packet of the paper straws, thanks.
4 As usual on the show, we’ll be showing you how to 

reuse everyday items. (Future Continuous)
5 We’re meeting early to go to the car boot sale. 

(Present Continuous)
Rules
a  We use Future Continuous to talk about an action that 

is expected to happen in the normal course of events.
b  We use      to talk about a timetabled or 

scheduled future event.
c  We use      to talk about something which has 

already been decided.
d  We use      to talk about a future arrangement 

with another person.
e  We use      plus bare infi nitive to talk about 

a future action decided at the moment of speaking.

2  Choose the correct forms to complete the sentences 
about a monthly car boot sale.

1 The monthly sale starts / is starting at 10 a.m.
2 I ’m going to try / try and sell all my old sports 

equipment.
3 As usual, they ’re / ’ll be selling tickets at the gate.
4 I ’m meeting / ’ll meet my cousin there at 9 a.m. to set 

up our stall.
5 It sounds fun – maybe we ’re going to / ’ll come along 

too.

3  Look at the poster and complete the sentences 
with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets. 
Sometimes more than one answer is possible.

1 The annual charity day begins (begin) at 9 a.m.
2 29 July? I’m free, so I think I      (come).
3 It’s been decided that we      (raise) money for 

the British Heart Foundation.
4 As in previous years, the head teacher     

(announce) how much money we have raised at the 
end of the day.

5 On the 28, my classmates and I      (bake) 
cakes to sell.

2F GRAMMAR

4  Put the words in order to make sentences. Then 
match the sentences with explanations a–d.

1 □ the winners / announce / they / to / are / about 
They are about to announce the winners.

2 □  planning / we / go / on holiday / this summer / to / 
are 

                         
3 □ are / you / apologise / at once / to / !

                         
4 □ begin / is / the concert / due / at 8 p.m. / to

                         
5 □ hoping / turtles and dolphins / to / we’re / see 

                         
6 □ of / my summer job / thinking / quitting / I’m 

                         
7 □ the café / shut down / is / on Friday / to 

                         

a  for plans
b  when something is happening very soon
c  for timetabled events
d  for formal or o�  cial arrangements, instructions or 

commands

5  Rewrite the sentences using the words in bold.

1 I intend to sell this jacket online.  THINKING
I'm thinking of selling this jacket online.

2 We will arrive at our destination very soon.  ABOUT
                             

3 I’ve just decided to go home. ’LL
                             

4 We intend to buy fewer clothes this year.  GOING
                            

5 The timetable says the tram leaves at ten past.  DUE
                            

6 The princess will open the new park. TO
                            

6  ON A HIGH NOTE Use each of the tenses and structures 
practised in Exercises 1 and 4 to write sentences about 
you and your plans for the next few weeks.

ANNUAL
CHARITY DAY

29 July, 9 a.m.
Queen Anne’s School
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2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY | A formal email

1  Replace the underlined parts in the email with the 
words and phrases from the box.

concerned    Dear Mrs Greco    I would ask you    It is said 
vital    with regard to    your response    Yours sincerely

1 Dear Mrs Greco
2       
3       
4       
5       
6       
7       
8        

2 Find the word that is not possible in each sentence.

1 I am contacting you with regard to a(n) complex / 
ideal / signifi cant problem.

2  This is a fundamental / major / viable problem for the 
town and its citizens.

3  What is needed is a pressing / simple / workable
solution.

4  People need to face / o� er / address this issue
as a matter of urgency.

5  The most e£ ective way to tackle / deal with / 
implement this problem is also the simplest.

6  We are ready to face / provide / o� er a range of 
alternatives if necessary.

3  WRITING TASK Read the headline from a newspaper 
and write a formal email to your local council about 
the problem.

ACTIVE WRITING | A formal email  

1 Plan your email.
• Make a note of the problems air pollution can cause.
• Think about two or three possible solutions.

2 Write the email.
• Write an introduction, stating your reason for writing.
• Explain the problem and suggest solutions.
• Ask the council to take action and say that you 

expect a reply.
• Use an impersonal writing style including passives 

and hypothetical constructions.
• Avoid contractions and phrasal verbs.

3 Check that ...
• all the relevant information is there.
• there are no spelling, grammar or punctuation 

mistakes.

George Grouse
To: City Council
Subject: Air pollution

1Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing 2 to express my concern about plans to construct a new concert hall on 
the site of the city park on Washington Road. While a concert hall would certainly be 
a desirable facility, the current plans present a number of major problems.

Like many city centre residents, my family and I live in an apartment and value the 
park for the access it provides to fresh air in a green environment. On any day, 
people of all ages can be found walking, jogging, cycling and rollerblading there. 
Outdoor exercise is vital for physical and mental well-being and I am 3 worried
that removal of the park would have a serious impact on residents’ health. If the 
council is keen to promote � tness and well-being, plans for the concert hall must be 
reconsidered to allow space for this vital function to continue.

With its mature trees and good-sized lake, the park is home to many birds and wild 
animals. 4 We are told that the city’s expansion in recent years has already caused 
a great deal of habitat loss. I � nd it unacceptable that yet another part of the 
city’s green space would be sacri� ced under the current proposals. It is 5 essential
that preservation of the area for the bene� t of the animal population is taken into 
consideration in any plans.

Given the drawbacks to locating the concert hall on the site of Washington Road 
Park, 6 I urge you to seek an alternative location in an area which would bene� t from 
development and not one which already has a clear and important purpose. I look 
forward to 7 hearing from you.
8 Yours faithfully,

George Grouse

State your reasons for writing in 
the introduction.

Begin with an appropriate formal 
greeting.

In the fi nal paragraph, ask the 
recipient of the email to take some 
action. 

Sign o£  with an appropriate 
farewell that matches the greeting 
you began with.

In the main paragraphs, state the 
problem and o£ er some solutions.

Mention that you expect a reply 
before you sign o£ .

AIR POLLUTION FROM CARS IS A SIGNIFICANT 
PROBLEM IN OUR CITY AND NOT ENOUGH IS 
BEING DONE BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
TO TACKLE THE SITUATION.

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 2524
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#TRASHTAGChallengeThe

2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY | A formal email UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1  2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY Complete the blog post 
with one preposition in each gap.

2  2B VOCABULARY Complete the sentences with one 
word in each gap. 

1 Acid rain is sometimes strong enough to damage the 
paint on your car.

2  Exhaust f     are extremely dangerous to 
human health.

3  Sometimes the only way to save an e    
species is to move the last remaining animals to a zoo.

4  Known deposits of f     fuels may run out in 
the next 50 to 150 years.

5  Could technology provide a solution to global 
h    ?

6  The disastrous landslide was caused by soil e    
after trees were cut down higher up the slopes.

7  Vehicle e     are only one of the many causes 
of climate change.

3  2C LISTENING AND VOCABULARY Complete the weather 
report with the words and phrases from the box.

cold    freak    gale-force    heat    hot    humidity pour    
scorching    soaked    sub-zero    torrential

4  2D READING AND VOCABULARY Choose the correct 
words to complete the sentences.

1  The marine / poacher caught a little furry / slimy
hamster and gave it to his children as a lovely chilly / 
cuddly pet.

2  The pangolin is the only reptile / mammal wholly 
covered in scales / claws.

3  The dodo was a bird with a large beak / scale. Sadly, 
it’s now extinct / nocturnal.

4  This species of bee is now endangered / solitary
because of lead poisoning / pesticides used in    
agriculture.

5  The skeleton / wing of the sabre-toothed tiger shows 
that it was one of prehistory’s largest backbones / 
predators.

5  2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY Complete the email with 
the correct forms of the words from the box.

contribute    press    tackle    urgent    viable

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing with regard to the 1pressing problem of 
single-use non-biodegradable plastics your restaurant 
uses. 

The takeaway boxes that stay in your customers’ hands 
for ten minutes could be in the ocean forever, so they
2    to the problem of plastic waste. As the  
majority of your clients probably won’t check if the box 
is recyclable before throwing it in the bin, I believe, 
it is your company’s responsibility to 3    this 
fundamental problem and make a signifi cant change 
to your packaging system. 

I would be grateful if you could offer a 4    
solution as it is a matter of 5    .

Yours faithfully,

Fran Bothered

6  ON A HIGH NOTE What is the weather like in your 
country? Describe how it varies throughout the year.

As a consequence 1of the ‘#trashtag challenge’ going 
viral on social media, thousands of people have begun 
clearing up rubbish from their neighbourhoods. The 
social media phenomenon has brought 2    
a change in people’s attitudes to urban cleanliness and 
given rise 3    hundreds of mini clean-up schemes 
across the country. Littering results 4    a lack 
of responsibility and awareness, but the ‘#trashtag 
challenge’ is helping to change that. Another big cause 
5    littering is the shortage of bins in public 
spaces, so we are asking the local council to fi nd funding 
to increase both the number of bins and the frequency 
of rubbish collections. If you would like to help, click 
here to sign our petition. Your support could result 
6    concrete action and a cleaner environment 
for us all.

And here’s the world weather report. It’s boiling 1hot in 
Australia with the blistering 2    reaching 
45 degrees in many places this week. 
Those 3    temperatures continue southwards into 
Indonesia and Thailand, where it is particularly humid 
for the time of year – high 4    in Vietnam too. 
You can expect to get 5    in South East Asia next 
week, however, as the heatwave breaks and is replaced 
by 6    rain and the risk of fl oods and even 
hurricanes in the coming weeks.
Crossing to Canada, it’s a completely di� erent story – 
heavy snow and 7    temperatures making it 
a chilly minus 9 in Vancouver, and further north it’s 
freezing 8    , reaching minus 28 in places. 

Returning to Europe and to Germany where 9    
weather means that 10    winds have hit the 
city of Frankfurt and surrounding areas. The storms 
should fi nally die down tomorrow, but it’s expected to 
11    with rain for most of the next week.
That’s the weather for now. We’ll be back after the news.
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02 Self-assessment

1 For each learning objective, write 1–5 to assess your ability.

1 = I don’t feel confi dent. 5 = I feel confi dent.

Learning objective Course material How confi dent I am (1–5)

2A I can use a variety of forms to talk about future predictions. Student’s Book pp. 18–19

2B I can talk about threats to the environment. Student’s Book p. 20

2C I can understand signposting in a lecture and talk about 
climate change.

Student’s Book p. 21

2D I can identify specifi c details in an article and talk about 
endangered species.

Student’s Book pp. 22–23

2E I can use fi xed phrases to express indecision, agreement, 
disagreement.

Student’s Book p. 24

2F I can use a variety of forms to talk about plans and hopes. Student’s Book p. 25

2G I can write a formal email. Student’s Book pp. 26–27

2 Which of the skills above would you like to improve in? How?

Skill I want to improve in How I can improve

3 What can you remember from this unit?

New words I learned and most want 
to remember

Expressions and phrases I liked English I heard or read outside class

26
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4 Use the prompts to write sentences.

1 Hmm … I think / I / have / a California roll, / please
Hmm ... I think I'll have a California roll, please.

2  We / plan / go home / as soon as this class fi nishes
                         

3  you / meet / Lara tomorrow?
                         

4  I / about / put / dinner on the table
                         

5  At the moment / Rachel / think / help a charitable 
institution.
                         

6  Samuel's train / leave / at 10 a.m. 
                         

/ 5

USE OF ENGLISH
5 Complete the conversation with one word in each gap.

Ian Soon we’ll have 1been queuing for this 
roller coaster for over an hour. My feet hurt.

Kelly We’re nearly there, Ian. We’re sure 2    
enjoy it after all this waiting!

Ian With our luck it will 3     raining by the 
time we get on it.

Kelly Oh, 4     you keep complaining all the 
time?

Ian Well, in fact, I am having 5     thoughts 
about this. Last year my uncle got so scared on 
a roller coaster that he almost had heart attack.

Kelly Why are you always 6     a pessimist?
/ 5

6 Choose the correct words a–c to complete the texts.

a scorching b  gale-force c  torrential

a heating b  loss c  scarcity

a solitary b  cuddly c  furry

a brings b  results  c  causes

a bound b  due c  planning

/ 5
/ 30

Self-check

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY
1 Complete the sentences with one word in each gap. 

1  Lack of sleep can bring about all sorts of mental and 
physical health problems. 

2  Her refusal to pay the fi ne r     i    
a short jail sentence.

3  Around the world, h     l     is having 
a serious impact on the survival of many species such 
as frogs.

4  Mountain gorillas are amongst the most e    
s     with only a few hundred individuals left 
in the wild.

5  In Quibdó, Columbia there is no dry season and it 
p     with r     for 304 days a year on 
average.

6  Scientists agree that the burning of coal could 
l     t     global heating.

/ 5

2 Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.

1 The blistering / heavy snow means that it’s di�  cult for 
birds to fi nd food.

2  A grizzly bear could tear you apart with its powerful 
claws / fi ns.

3  These extinct / nocturnal creatures sleep by day and 
hunt by night.

4  This is one of the most complete fossilised dinosaur 
skeletons / scales ever found.

5 Two primates / poachers were arrested for hunting 
elephants for their ivory.

/ 5

3 Choose the correct forms to complete the sentences.

1  By the end of this term, we     English for fi ve years 
and we still have two more years to do.
a ’ll have been studying 
b ’ll be studying  
c ’ll have studied

2  If you don’t charge your phone now, it     completely 
by lunchtime.
a will be dying  
b will been dying
c will have died

3  You     sick if you eat any more cake.
a will have been  
b are going to be 
c will be being

4 Long before her birthday, Jessica will already     how 
she wants to celebrate.
a have been deciding 
b have decided  
c be deciding

5  In two weeks’ time, I     on a beach in Fiji.
a ’ll be lying  
b ’ll lie   
c ’ll have been lying

/ 5

Warning: heavy rain and    winds 
predicted for the next twenty-four hours.

Water    is a major problem on our island in the 
summer. Please do not wash your car.

Please do not approach bears. They may 
look    , but they are dangerous wild animals!

Health Warning: smoking    deadly diseases. 

Change of platform. The Liverpool train is now   
to leave from Platform 17 at 06.59.

1

2

3

4

5
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