
2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

Present Perfect Simple and Continuous

1  Have these activities fi nished or are they still 
continuing? Choose (FA) for Finished Activity or (SC) 
for Still Continuing.

1 □ I’ve read four books about the Voyager.
2 □ She’s been reading all day, she’s fed up. 
3 □  We’ve been trying to find valuable information 

about Neptune. 
4 □ That computer hasn’t been working properly. 
5 □  I think he’s found a good website on space travel.
6 □ The students have collected a lot of material.
7 □ We’ve studied three units of the book.
8 □  Stella has been working on a project about 

Saturn.

2  Read the sentences and choose the best answers.

1 The students have studied the movement of the planets.
a They’re going to study something different now.
b They’re going to continue studying the same thing.

2 Kate has been revising for her Physics exam all week.
a She’s still studying.
b She’s finished studying.

3 I haven’t been working very hard at school recently.
a I’m not working hard now.
b I’m working hard now.

4 The girls have done a project about space travel.
a The project is not complete.
b The project is complete.

5 They’ve been watching a documentary.
a The documentary is finished.
b The documentary isn’t finished.

6 Mrs Carter has been marking our exam papers.
a She can give everybody their results.
b She can’t give everybody their results.

3  Choose the correct verb forms to complete the 
sentences.

1 Why have you switched off / been switching off the 
computer?

2 I think I’ve found / been finding a good article about 
space discovery.

3 They’ve studied / been studying the galaxy for six 
months now.

4 Have you finished / Have you been finishing that book 
about the solar system yet?

5 Scientists haven’t discovered / haven’t been discovering
the nature of these satellites yet.

6 Look at Jenny! She’s painted / been painting and she’s 
covered in paint!

7 Why have you sat / been sitting in front of your 
computer all day?

8 I’ve read / been reading Tim’s book about the Voyager 
space probe; I’ll lend it to you when I’ve finished it.

4  Put the words in order to make sentences.

1 seen / has / your pictures / Terry
Terry has seen your pictures.

2 sent / has / new information / ? / Voyager

3 have / receiving / not / recently / they / been / news

4 signals / picking up / all day / we / been / have

5 what / investigating / ? / you / been / recently / have

6 any information / collected / have / today / we / not

5  Read the questions and complete the short answers.

1 Have you done experiments with plants?
Yes, I have.

2 Has Jemma followed Gary’s research?
No,     .

3 Have you tried this solution yet?
No,     .

4 Have they been publishing the results?
Yes,     .

5 Has the team been working together?
Yes,     .

6 Has Dr Brown been explaining the process?
No,     .

The digital mind02
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2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

6  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of 
the verbs in brackets.

1 Scientists have been studying (study) the planet for 
twenty years.

2 What                         (you/do) since we last met?
3 She      (complete) the project, so it’s ready for 

publication.
4 They      (not receive) any signals from the 

space probe yet.
5      (the team/discover) the reason for the 

radio waves yet?
6 We      (not work) on those photos recently, 

we have other work to do.
7 How much information      (Callum/process) 

so far?
8 I      (study) the results for hours, but I still 

don’t understand them.

7  Complete the text with the correct forms of the 
verbs from the box. Use the Present Perfect Continuous 
wherever possible.

have   not tire   pay   study   use   work

8  Read the answers and write questions.

1 Have you seen the new photos from Voyager yet?
No, I haven’t seen the new photos from Voyager yet.

2 ?
I’ve been watching this documentary since I got 
home.

3 ?
I’ve been sleeping all day because I’m tired.

4 ?
Yes, I’ve seen the film twice.

5 ?
No, the information hasn’t reached Earth yet.

6 ?
They have been studying those particles for two years.

7 ?
Yes, they’ve managed to fix the spaceship.

8 ?
No, they haven’t launched the space probe yet.

9  Use the prompts to write the interview.

Journalist 1  Dr Graham, how long / you / work / for 
NASA?

Dr Graham, how long have you been working for NASA?
Dr Graham 2 I / work / here / for about ten years

Journalist 3 you / make / any discoveries / yet?

Dr Graham 4  No, / I / not / complete / my research / yet

Journalist 5  What sort / research / you / be / do / 
since / you joined NASA?

Dr Graham 6 I / study / radio waves 

10  Complete the second sentence so that it means 
the same as the fi rst one. Use no more than three 
words in each gap.

1 The astronauts began their journey a week ago.
The astronauts have been travelling through space for 
a week.

2 I haven’t received the photos from Gordon yet.
     sent me the photos yet.

3 Jerry started work at NASA two years ago.
Jerry      at NASA for two years.

4 When did you start studying Physics?
How long have      Physics?

5 Sarah is still reading the book.
Sarah      the book yet.

11 ON A HIGH NOTE Think about a project you are working 
on at the moment or an exam you are preparing for. 
Write a short paragraph about what you have been 
doing and what you have done for the project/exam. 

The digital mind

Merav Opher 1has been working with the 
Voyager team since 2001. She is an expert in 
space physics and computing and 2                her 
knowledge to make new discoveries about 
the Sun’s behaviour. She 3                different 
information from both Voyager 1 and 
Voyager 2. Over the past few years, newspapers 
4                more and more attention to her work. 
Opher says she 5                lots of funny experiences, 
including her colleague using a wooden ruler 
to measure computer charts! She 6                of her 
NASA work yet, and intends to continue.

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 25 17
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2B READING AND VOCABULARY

1 Skim the text: look at the photos, the title, and quickly 
read the headings and the fi rst line of each paragraph 
to get the general idea of the text. Then answer the 
questions.

1 Where do you think you would you read this text?
a in a magazine
b in a person’s blog
c on a website

2 What is the main idea of the text?
a the science behind micro-chipping humans
b the reasons for and against micro-chipping humans
c the history of micro-chipping humans

2 Read the text again and complete the sentences with 
one or two words in each gap.

1 In the future, people will have micro-chips in their 
bodies.

2 People have been receiving heart pacemakers 
since     .

3 A pet’s microchip stores details such as its 
name     .

4 Many workers at a      get micro-chips in their 
hands.

5 These micro-chips are unable to read     .
6 In the future microchips could carry information about 

our      history.
7 One superpower that chips might give us 

is     .
8 There are concerns that employers could use chips to 

follow their workers’     .

Vocabulary extension

3 Complete the sentences with the highlighted words 
from the text.

1 My gran’s eyesight isn’t very good and she wears thick 
glasses.

2 There’s a medical      that can check for 
problems inside the stomach.

3 At college there are some      about students 
using smartphones in class.

4 When you get older your      can rise.
5 My friend got a tooth      and it cost a fortune!
6 Severe depression is a mental     , but it can be 

treated with counselling or medication.
7 Technological      in the next ten years will 

solve a lot of health problems.
8 The school keeps      of all its students’ 

achievements.

ACTIVE VOCABULARY | Su£  xes -ity, -ility, -osity

We can add the suffix -ity, -ility or -osity to some adjectives 
to create nouns.
• If the adjective ends with a consonant, we add -ity, e.g. 

human – humanity
•  If it ends with a consonant and -e, we take off the -e and 

add -ity, e.g. secure – security
•  If it ends with -le, we take off the -le and add -ility, e.g.

able – ability
• If the adjective ends with -ous, we take off the -ous and 

add -osity, e.g. curious – curiosity

4 Read the information above and write the nouns of 
these adjectives. 

adjectives nouns

1 moral morality

2 real

3 creative

4 electric

5 public

6 probable

7 responsible

8 generous

5 Complete the sentences with the nouns from 
Exercise 4.

1 You need a lot of creativity to become a good artist.
2 The actors’ wedding got a great deal of      in 

the media.
3 The      is that we will all have micro-chip 

implants in thirty years’ time.
4 Organising the music for the party is Aidan’s      .
5 Sometimes it’s difficult to return to      after 

a holiday.
6 We must thank your parents for their     

in paying for the trip.
7 The house in the country is pretty but it hasn’t 

got      !
8 Some people question the      of developing AI.

6 ON A HIGH NOTE Write a comment to post after 
the article, giving your opinion with reasons and 
examples.

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 2518
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2B READING AND VOCABULARY

THE WAY FORWARD
Smart phones have become part of  our daily lives, 
connecting us with everyone and everything, and 
the development of  smart watches means that we 
can now have this means of  connectivity with us 
all the time. However, experts believe that soon 
microchips will move from our phones and watches 
into our bodies! Man and machine will merge, 
and we shall become true ‘cyborgs’! 

NOTHING NEW
The idea of  implants – putting electronic devices 
inside a living body – is not new. It’s been 
happening for a long time. The first electronic 
heart pacemaker, a device to support the heart, 
was implanted in 1958 and the first cochlear 
implant (to help hearing) was in 1982. We 
have been microchipping pet animals since the 
1990s to provide information about the pet’s 
name and owner. But what about implanting 
humans with information microchips? Well, that’s 
already happening too! A group of  people called 
bio-hackers have been microchipping themselves 
with chips that can unlock doors or even pay for 
things with a movement of  their hand! Who needs 
keys or wallets?

WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW?
If  you think bio-hackers are an extreme group, then 
think again. A Swedish company regularly implants 
its employees with microchips – the size of  a grain 
of  rice – under the skin of  the hand. They can 
then open security doors, operate printers and buy 
things from machines. The technology is similar to 
that used in contactless credit cards. The chips are 
‘passive’ – that means other devices can read the 
information on them, but the chips can’t read other 
devices. The employers and the employees appear 
to be happy with this procedure and they often hold 
‘implant parties’ for workers who are about to get 
microchipped!

IS THIS PROGRESS?
The main benefit of  having an implanted chip is that it makes life 
easier. It saves time and money and security cards are no longer 
necessary. In the future, chips could even replace passports. 
They might improve our health, too. They could store our medical 
records, with information about our blood type, allergies and so 
on. They could perform health checks on blood sugar levels and 
blood pressure, and even release medicines into the blood at the 
correct times. Looking even further into the future, experts believe 
that implanted devices could improve our eyesight, prevent brain 
disorders or possibly even give us super powers such as night 
vision or the ability to see things over a long distance.

SO, WHAT ARE THE DOWNSIDES?
As with all scientific advances, there are potential dangers. 
The Swedish company can already find out what their employees 
do at work, what they buy and what they eat. In the future they 
may be able to track their exact movements and learn about 
health problems and other information that the employees might 
not want to share. If  it becomes normal for us all to have chip 
implants, then these privacy issues will become very important. 

However, the most significant change for us will be continual 
connectivity. We won’t be able to take the chips out and leave 
them on a table like a phone or a watch. We shall never be 
completely alone again. But perhaps that’s what we want? 
What’s your opinion? Click here to send your comments.

This is SO exciting! I can’t wait to get one. Excellent! Evi3

Sounds horrible! I like to be in control – thank you – not 
give out all my info to anyone and everyone! So, not in my 
lifetime please. Bluesue

Never in a million years! Pans1

‘implant parties’ for workers who are about to get ‘implant parties’ for workers who are about to get 

TO CHIP OR NOT TO CHIP 
That is the question!
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2C VOCABULARY | Science, phrases with think and mind

5  Complete the second text with one word 
in each gap so that it has the same meaning as the 
original.

1  Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.

1 The organism / gravity we are studying divides its cells 
to reproduce.

2 We’d like to do some radiation / research into these 
strange waves.

3 The force that keeps us connected to the Earth’s 
surface is radiation / gravity.

4 Every living organism is made of pressure / cells.
5 It’s best to avoid cells / radiation because of harmful 

effects.
6 Water exerts a lot of pressure / gravity on the things in it.

2  Match the phrases 1–8 with their defi nitions a–h.

1 □ It blew my mind.
2 □ It broadens the mind.
3 □  We don’t think much 

of it.
4 □  I’ve changed my 

mind.
5 □  I’ve made up my 

mind.
6 □  My mind has gone 

blank.
7 □ Think outside the box.
8 □  I can’t hear myself 

think!

a We have a negative 
opinion of it.

b There’s too much noise.
c I’ve made a different 

decision.
d It was absolutely 

amazing.
e I can’t think.
f It makes you aware of 

more things.
g I’ve decided.
h Think in an original way.

3  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of 
the phrases from Exercise 2.

1 This article isn’t very good – I don’t think much of it.
2 Jason                                  to study engineering next year.
3 That discovery was incredible – it                                 !
4 I’m sorry. I can’t think of the correct answer – 

my                                 !
5 Will you turn down the music? I                                 !
6 We need more creative ideas – can’t you                                 

this time?
7 Zoe wanted to study medicine, but she                                 

and now she’s going to study Physics.
8 You should travel more. It                                  and gives 

you a very different view of life.

4  Complete the conversation with one word in each 
gap. 

Anne Have you seen that documentary about 
pollution? We have to think 1 seriously about it or 
things will be much worse in the future.

Vicky I haven’t seen it, but I agree. We need to think 
2 t                before building nuclear power stations 
again!

Anne Well that’s true, but there are other problems. 
We need to think 3 b                and look at the 
whole picture.

Vicky Anne, if you imagine people are going to do that, 
think 4 a               ! Not everyone is interested in 
environmental problems.

Anne Well, they’re wrong. We must think 5 a                and 
try to reduce pollution for future generations.

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 25

Peter decided to study Biology and began 
a course, but he wasn’t very happy with it, so he 
made a different choice and decided to do 
a Chemistry course. The teacher was great, she 
thought in an original way and she really increased 
Peter’s knowledge of new things. Peter had no 
experience of Chemistry, so the first experiments 
he did were really incredible to him. The only 
problem was the noise from the other students. 
Sometimes he couldn’t concentrate and he was 
unable to think clearly.

Peter made up his 1mind to study Biology 
and joined a course, but he didn’t think 2     
of it, so he 3      his mind and decided to 
do a Chemistry course. The teacher was great, 
she thought 4       the box and she really 
5      his mind. Peter had no experience 
of Chemistry, so the first experiments he did 
6      his mind. The only problem was 
the noise from the other students. Sometimes 
he couldn’t hear 7      think and his mind 
went 8     .

6 ON A HIGH NOTE Write a short paragraph about 
a situation in which you had to make an important 
decision. Use at least four of the phrases from the box.

blow my mind   change my mind   don’t think much of   
make up my mind   think ahead   think seriously   
think twice
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2C VOCABULARY | Science, phrases with think and mind

1  Complete each pair of sentences with the correct 
forms of the verb given.

1 steal
a He has admitted stealing Jeff’s research results.
b We didn’t mean                 Jeff’s research results.

2 develop
a She has decided                 this technology.
b I hope you keep                 this technology.

3 insert
a Please avoid                 bad codes into the program.
b The engineer refused                 bad codes into the 

program.
4 study

a I really don’t mind                 this subject.
b Sorry, but I don’t want                 this subject.

5 learn
a We really need                 something about AI.
b I quite fancy                 something about AI.

6 code
a The students practised                 on their IT course.
b After a few lessons I managed                 a new game.

2  Complete the sentences with the correct forms of 
the verbs from the box. There are two extra verbs.

be   discuss   interrupt   show   study   talk   think   work

1 I can’t stand studying at night – I need to sleep, not 
revise for exams!

2 This seems                 a very interesting subject.
3 I can’t imagine                 to a machine!
4 The guide offered                 us some of the exhibits.
5 Since I’ve left the project, I miss                 with the other 

members of the team.
6 I hate                 work problems with my family – I like to 

keep my work and home life separate. 

3  Choose the correct verb forms to complete the 
sentences.

1 a  I have to go home. I forgot to lock / locking the door!
b I forgot to tell / telling him the story, so I told it 

a second time. How embarrassing.
2 a  The teacher regretted to be / being so hard on the 

student.
b We regret to inform / informing you that today’s 

lesson is cancelled.
3 a  Luckily I remembered to switch off / switching off the 

lights so we didn’t have to go back and do it.
b I remember to meet / meeting your cousin very well.

4 a  We stopped work to have / having a break because 
we were really tired.

b A problem occurred so the scientists stopped 
working / to work on that project.

5 a  We tried to add / adding more information to the 
program, but it didn’t solve the problem.

b She tried to explain / explaining the process but she 
didn’t manage to.

2D GRAMMAR | Verb patterns

4  Use the prompts to complete the conversation 
between a student and her teacher.

Sharon Mrs Shaw, I have a problem. 1 I / can / not / 
understand / the process

 I can't understand the process.
Mr Shaw 2 You / need / study / your notes / again

Sharon The problem is that 3 I / not / enjoy / study / 
notes. 4 I / love / do / experiments

Mr Shaw I know, but I can’t 5 let / you / do / 
experiments without studying first

Sharon 6 I / like / work / in a lab / one day

Mr Shaw That’s great, but study first! I think it will 
7 allow / you / achieve / your ambition

Sharon Thanks, Mr Shaw. Don’t worry, I won’t 
8 forget / read over / my notes this evening

5 ON A HIGH NOTE Write about some things you enjoy or 
don’t enjoy at school and how they might a  ̈ ect your 
future. Use as many of the words and phrases in the 
box as possible.

can’t stand   decide   (don’t) enjoy   (don’t) like   
don't mind   expect   hate   hope   love   refuse   want   
wouldn’t like

21
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2E LISTENING AND VOCABULARY

1  10 Listen to Part 1 of an interview with Deb who 
is talking about her plans for the future. What is her 
ambition?

a to design phone apps
b to develop VR apps
c to develop video games

2  11 Listen to Part 2 of the interview and tick the 
things Deb mentions. 

1 □ video games
2 □ sports matches
3 □ medical procedures
4 □ famous landmarks
5 □ the theatre
6 □ shops
7 □ computer programming

3  12 Listen again to the whole interview and decide 
if statements 1–6 are true (T) or false (F), or if the 
information is not given (NG).

1 □  The presenter hasn’t met anyone with the same 
ambition before.

2 □ Deb plays video games.
3 □ Deb enjoys football.
4 □  People can use VR to walk around football 

matches.
5 □  Deb became interested in VR through school 

lessons.
6 □  Deb will begin her career by studying  VR 

development at college.

Vocabulary extension

4 Complete the sentences with the correct prepositions 
from the box. You need to use some of the prepositions 
more than once. 

from   in   of   on   through   with

1 I’ve set my heart on becoming a pilot.
2 The students will be involved      designing 

the new school IT centre.
3 What did you do      History yesterday?
4 I don’t remember a lot of things      my early 

Science lessons.
5 Some people learn      reading and others by 

doing things.
6 My friend has an interest      music from the 

1990s.
7 In this game there’s a lot of interaction     

gamers from other countries.
8 I love the idea      getting a VR tour of the 

shops!

5 ON A HIGH NOTE Write a short paragraph about 
a possible use of VR in the future and explain why it 
could be important.

Pronunciation

ACTIVE PRONUNCIATION | The letter o

The letter o can be pronounced in many ways and the 
spelling of a word is not always a clear guide to its 
pronunciation. Three common ways of pronouncing o are:
• /ɒ/ (e.g. got)
• /uː/ (e.g. do)
• /əʊ/ (e.g. go)
 Double oo can be pronounced in many ways. Two of the 
more common are:
• /ʊ/ (e.g. book)
• /uː/ (e.g. moon)
Be careful! Blood and flood are pronounced with the /ʌ/ 
sound.

6  13 Write the words from the box in the correct 
place in the chart. Listen, check and repeat.

hope   involved   move

/ɒ/ got /uː/ do /əʊ/ go

            

            

            

            

            

7  14 Listen to some more words from the interview 
and add them to the chart. 

8  15 Read the sentences aloud. Can you pronounce 
the words with the letter o correctly? Listen and check. 
Then practise saying the sentences.

1 Both the codes for the webpage were wrong, 
so I didn’t post a comment on the show.

2 Most of the clothes cost too much, but I finally chose 
a loose top with roses on it.

3 Tony lost his keys and couldn’t unlock his car, 
so Sophie drove him home.

4 The notes he wrote prove that the majority of the 
population don’t vote in local elections. 

9  16 Write the words from the box in the correct 
place in the chart. Listen, check and repeat.

boot   cook   good   hood   look   mood   room   soon   
spoon   wood

/uː/ food /ʊ/ foot

        

        

        

        

        

UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE > page 2522

M02_HIGHNOTE_WB3_978129220964.indd   22 02/09/2019   07:50

Sam
ple Material © Pearson 2023



2F SPEAKING

1  17 Listen and repeat the phrases. How do you say 
them in your language?  

SPEAKING | Making choices  

MAKING SUGGESTIONS
 What/How about getting her some books? 
What do you think of getting her a new tablet 
computer? 
Why don’t we take her to the cinema?
Let’s invite her to a restaurant.

EXPRESSING AND JUSTIFYING OPINIONS
You can’t go wrong with getting new tech for Gran.
 (That) sounds good/like a good idea. 
(Personally,) (I think) that’s a great idea because she 
likes reading.
(Personally,) (I think) that’s a terrible idea because she 
hates reading. 
It’s not a bad idea, but it’s not a good one either.
I don’t think much of that idea, to be honest.
The main reason is the price.
Another reason is that she hates technology.

COMPARING OPTIONS
It isn’t nearly as good/bad as the present I got her last 
year. 
It’s almost/It isn’t quite as good/bad as getting her 
a computer game. 
That’s even better/worse than getting her 
a science-fiction book. 
That’s by far the best/worst idea.

REACHING DECISIONS
That’s the best idea we’ve had.
That’s the one!
(Let’s) go for it! 

2  18 Complete the conversation with the words from 
the box. Then listen and check.

about   don’t   either   far   for   go   let’s   much   nearly   
what

Ben So, it’s Gran’s birthday next week and we need 
to get her a present. Any ideas?

Emma How 1 about  getting her some books? She loves 
reading, especially science fiction.

Ben It’s not a bad idea, but it’s not a good one, 
2    . We don’t know which books she’s 
read and which ones she hasn’t read! Why 
3     we take her to the cinema – she’d 
love to see the new film about robots!

Emma I don’t think 4     of that idea, to be 
honest. She hates the cinema. I think you 
suggested that because you want to see it!

Ben OK, OK! 5     do something else. I know 
– 6     do you think of asking Mum and 
Dad to get her a new tablet computer? We 
could add our money to the cost. Gran loves her 
iPad but it’s so heavy. It’s like a brick!

Emma Good thinking! You can’t 7     wrong 
with getting new tech for Gran. You know – 
she’s amazing. She always emails and browses 
the internet. She even streams films and things. 
Yeah, that’s by 8     the best idea. It’ll 
be expensive, but I’m sure Mum and Dad will 
agree.

Ben Great! Let’s go 9     it!
Emma Yes! It’s 10     as good as the present I got 

her last year.
Ben Oh, you mean when you bought her a computer 

game because you wanted to borrow it!

3 Choose the correct words or phrases to complete the 
sentences.

1 That sounds / appears like a good idea.
2 I think that’s / there’s a terrible idea.
3 The another / main reason I don’t want to buy it is the 

price.
4 It isn’t quite / almost as good as your last suggestion.
5 That’s quite / even worse than your first idea!
6 Excellent! That’s the / a one!

4 ON A HIGH NOTE Read the following suggestions and 
write two responses of your own for each, giving 
reasons. One response should be positive and one 
negative.

1 Let’s do our Science homework together tonight.
2 Why don’t we play your new video game this evening?
3 What do you think of entering the school ‘new 

invention’ competition this year? 
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2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY | A blog post

5 WRITING TASK Write a blog post about this topic:
Is it true that using technology means young people 
don’t interact physically with friends and are becoming 
isolated?

ACTIVE WRITING | A blog post

1 Plan your blog post.
• Think of a title which will attract people’s attention.
• Plan an interesting introduction with a thought- 

provoking question or an interesting fact.
• Plan two or three paragraphs with different views.  

2 Write your blog post. 
• Start with a key point.

• Use chatty, informal language with short sentences.

• Give arguments that support and don't support your 
key point. 

• Give some examples from your personal experience.

• Finish with a conclusion and a request for 
comments.

3 Check your blog post. Check that:
• there are no mistakes with spelling, grammar and 

punctuation. 

• there is interesting and relevant topic vocabulary. 

1 Read the blog post and choose the best title.

a Digital generation gap – the truth!
b Changing attitudes
c Can’t do it? Won’t do it!

2 Read the blog post again and complete it with the 
words from the box.

according   although   however   more   sum   true

3 Tick the comment(s) which would NOT be appropriate 
to leave in response to the blog post.

a □  This is rubbish! Of course older people can use 
tech! You don’t know what you’re talking about!

b □  I’m not sure this is really true. My parents are very 
good with new tech.

c □  You’re right! My parents are scared to try out new 
tech and I’m often worried that my dad will throw 
his PC out of the window!

4 Read the writing task and tick the ideas you think you 
should include in your blog post.

1 □ lack of time to meet up
2 □ social media
3 □ importance of face-to-face conversations
4 □ easiness of video chats
5 □ good balance
6 □ different type of friends today

What is it with my mum and dad and technology? I can understand why they have 
different ideas about stuff like clothes and music. My parents are living in the 
1990s as far as music is concerned and they won’t even try to listen to the music 
on my playlist! But as far as tech is concerned I think they should realise how 
important it is to keep up to date. They’re fine with the basics, but if I introduce 
them to anything new they just don’t want to know. Apparently it’s all because of 
something called ‘the digital generation gap’!

It’s 1true that some older people aren’t comfortable using digital technology 
because they find it confusing and difficult to use. 2               , another reason 
for the problem is that some older people won’t even try! 3                to a recent 
survey, many older people won’t even consider the idea of using VR, or being in 
a driverless car! What’s 4               , between seventy and eighty percent of adults 
think that technology will have a negative effect in the future. It’s crazy! 
5                there are exceptions and some older people are really good at learning 
new digital skills (like my gran, who’s brilliant!), maybe there should be a campaign 
to try and encourage others at least to try!

To 6                up, the world is changing and new technologies are going to affect 
everyone – both young and old. We need to accept that, and learn how to function 
in that world. Be open to change, guys, and you’ll be amazed at how your different 
your life can be!

How about your parents and grandparents? Click here to leave a (polite) comment.

Mention the key point you want to 
make. Start with a thought-provoking 
question, an interesting fact or an 
inspiring question.

Give one or more arguments 
supporting your key point.

Mention arguments that don’t 
support your key point.

Sum up your post and finish with 
something thought-provoking or 
amusing.

Mark’s Blog 12th October
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2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY | A blog post UNIT VOCABULARY PRACTICE

1 2A GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY Complete the 
sentences with the words from the box.

constellation   galaxy   launched   moon   solar system   
spaceship   universe   voyage

1 When NASA launched the Voyager space probe 
everyone was very excited.

2 We think there are eight planets in our     .
3 A group of stars is known as a     .
4 There are many constellations in one     .
5 Some planets have more than one      orbiting 

them.
6 It takes a lot of experts to build a      capable 

of carrying astronauts safely.
7 Voyager hasn’t finished its      and is still 

travelling.
8 All matter is contained in one     , but some 

scientists wonder if there are more.

2 2B READING AND VOCABULARY Choose the correct 
words to complete the sentences.

1 We require / requirement some new information.
2 I’m afraid I disagree / disagreement with your ideas on 

controlling machines.
3 I was unaware of the exist / existence of this 

technology.
4 Can you please identify / identification the main 

worries about AI?
5 I think your discovery was an incredible achieve / 

achievement.
6 Please follow the proceed / procedure carefully.
7 Do you think machines possess / possession emotions?
8 Recent develop / developments in AI are very 

interesting.

3 2C VOCABULARY Complete the conversation with one 
word in each gap. The fi rst letter is given to help you.

Yuri Eddie, I’ve made up my 1 mind about what 
to do for my Science project. I’m going to do 
something related to nuclear physics. I read an 
article recently and it 2 b     my mind!

Eddie Nuclear physics? Do you want to do 3 r    
into nuclear power stations and so on? 

Yuri No, I don’t mean that. Think 4 a    , Eddie. 
Eddie Sorry, Yuri. My mind has gone 5 b    . 

I can’t imagine what you mean.
Yuri OK, let me put it another way. In Biology we can 

study the whole organism and we can also study 
a single 6 c    . And then we can look into 
things which are even smaller.

Eddie Oh, I see. You mean that a nuclear physicist 
studies the nucleus. Atoms and things like that. 
I’d never thought about that before. You really 
broaden my 7 m     with your ideas, Yuri. 
I never think about science.

Yuri You should. It can help you to see things in 
a different way and to think 8 o     the 
box.

4 2E LISTENING AND VOCABULARY Match the words to 
make collocations. 

1 □ aerial  
2 □ map 
3 □ weather 
4 □ commercial   
5 □ law  

a delivery
b filming
c enforcement
d making
e forecasting

5 2G WRITING AND VOCABULARY Complete the text with 
the phrases from the box. There are two extra phrases.

depressed   distractions   forgetful   lack of sleep   
memory loss   multi-tasking   sleep disorders   stressed

6 ON A HIGH NOTE Write a short paragraph about your 
sleeping habits and how they a  ̈ ect you. 

Something that many people suffer from 
is 1lack of sleep – just not getting enough of 
it. The problem is that insomnia (not being 
able to sleep well) has got many causes. For 
example, if you are upset or 2                               by 
personal or professional problems, or if you 
are feeling 3                               and generally 
very down about things, this can lead to not 
sleeping. The common result of insomnia is 
4                               . We just can’t remember the 
things we need to – both at home and at work. 
5                               can interrupt us easily, as we 
find it hard to concentrate, and we aren’t as 
good at doing lots of things at the same time – 
what is sometimes known as ‘6                              ’.
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02 Self-assessment

1 For each learning objective, write 1–5 to assess your ability. 

1 = I don’t feel confident. 5 = I feel very confident.

Learning objective Course material How confident I am (1–5)

2A I can distinguish between the Present Perfect Simple 
and the Present Perfect Continuous to talk about recent 
finished or unfinished activities.

Student’s Book pp. 18–19

2B I can understand the main idea and identify specific details 
in an article and talk about artificial intelligence.

Student’s Book pp. 20–21

2C I can talk about science. Student’s Book p. 22

2D I can use a range of verbs taking the infinitive or the -ing
form.

Student’s Book p. 23

2E I can identify the main idea and key details in an interview 
and talk about technology.

Student’s Book p. 24

2F I can make suggestions, express opinions, compare 
options and reach decisions.

Student’s Book p. 25

2G I can write a blog post. Student’s Book pp. 26–27

2 Which of the skills above would you like to improve in? How?

Skill I want to improve in How I can improve

3 What can you remember from this unit?

New words I learned and most want 
to remember

Expressions and phrases I liked English I heard or read outside class
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GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY
1 Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.

1 Her main problem was being tired because of lack of 
sleep / memory loss.

2 I think his main achieve / achievement was the 
discovery of a new star.

3 He’s made up / changed his mind and decided on 
a different course.

4 The department received a forecasting / delivery of 
some new books.

5 He’s an astronomer and loves studying the stars, 
especially groups of them in constellations / cells.

/ 5

2 Complete the sentences with the words from the box. 
There are two extra words.

ahead   broaden   changed   development   law   
recognition   twice

1 We want to work on the      of this new AI 
technology.

2 Do you think that voice      programmes are 
useful for giving instructions?

3 You need to read more to      your mind and 
learn new ideas.

4 We need to think      and plan for the future.
5 Is it against the      to send drones over 

people’s gardens?
/ 5

3 Complete the text with the Present Perfect Simple or 
Present Perfect Continuous forms of the verbs from the 
box. Sometimes both tenses are correct.

do   make   not finish   not waste   work

Our research team 1                     on this new 
development for two years, but we 2                     our 
work yet. What 3                     (we) all this time? We 
4                     time, that’s for sure. 5                     (we) 
progress? Absolutely – as we can see from the 
interest that scientists from all over the world are 
taking in our project.

/ 5

4 Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the 
verbs in brackets.

1 We recently decided      (launch) a new space 
probe.

2 They’ve promised      (increase) students’ 
knowledge of physics.

3 She says we’ve met before, but I can’t remember 
     (meet) her.

4 You need to stop      (do) crossword puzzles all 
the time and get out more.

5 I’m afraid she’s refused      (allow) you to do 
aerial photography over her house.

/ 5

USE OF ENGLISH
5 Complete the text with the correct forms of the words 

in brackets.

It was very unpleasant when the two scientists had 
a 1                (DISAGREE) over how to proceed. One 
of them said the standard 2                (PROCEED) 
was old-fashioned and wanted to change it. The 
other said that the 3                (IDENTIFY) of a new 
one was too difficult – there were too many new 
4                (REQUIRE). He rejected his colleague’s 
5                (PROPOSE) and this offended the colleague.

/ 5

6 Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar 
meaning to the fi rst one. Use between two and fi ve 
words, including the word in bold.

1 The Voyagers were launched in 1977. TRAVELLING
The Voyagers      since 1977.

2 I started this book last week and I haven’t finished it 
yet. HAVE
I      this book since last week.

3 She said she would never use AI. REFUSED
She      AI.

4 I’m sure I haven’t read that book. REMEMBER
I      that book.

5 They didn’t work on the programme after the disaster. 
STOPPED
They      on the programme after the disaster.

/ 5
/ 30

Self-check
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