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Book review Template
· You have been asked to write a review of the book you read for the This is Lit book club. In your review, you should share your opinion of the book and explain whether you would recommend it as a potential text for GCSE students to read.
· As we are gathering reviews from students to decide if this book should be considered as a GCSE text, we very much value your opinion.
· This template may help you plan your review and organise your thoughts. 
· Your teacher will also help you with the review and how to structure it so that it gets the main points across. 


Paragraph one - The introduction
· Start with a title - you will want to grab the reader’s attention and clearly get across what you think of the book in one punchy sentence. Even a simple statement such as ‘This book must go on the GCSE NOW!’ gets across what you think from the outset.
· You can also give it a rating (or stars) out of 5 at the top.
· The opening paragraph is almost like a ‘mini-review’.  You want to give a brief summary of:
· The title of the book and the author.
· A very brief outline - you may want to just give a sentence to cover the main idea.
· What you thought of it overall.
· If it is similar to something else you have read or seen.
· If you would recommend it to be part of GCSE Literature. 

	
Title: ____________________________________________

Rating: _______________




















Paragraph two – about the book 
· This is an opportunity for you to tell the reader what you have read and what it is about.
· Keep it brief and outline the book’s plot, setting, themes and characters.  
· Don’t include too much detail - or ruin the ending for the reader!
· You may want to start using words which show what you felt about the text e.g. ‘the gripping plot’ or ‘the realistic characters’. 

	



































Paragraph three - The main thing you liked/disliked
· Use this paragraph to write about the main thing you really liked or disliked about the book. 
· Remember to link it to the purpose of this review. Explain why you think this book is ideal or unsuitable for GCSE.
· Think here about the main plot or a character - what is the number one thing about the book which grabbed you (or you disliked) and why?

	



































Paragraph four - The second thing you liked/disliked
· This will be similar to the third paragraph and is used to build on your review. 
· Try to link it to the third paragraph so that the review follows a logical structure. 
· How are you going to start this paragraph? You could use a straightforward sentence such as ‘another reason why I think this book should be included on the GCSE is the use of….’ Or you could link it to the GCSE student - ‘Another way the writer will sweep a GCSE student up in this book is through the characters of…’
· Try to build on the point you were making in paragraph 3 by writing about something else which is good or bad.  So, if you wrote about the plot or a theme in paragraph 3, move onto characters or setting in this paragraph.  Or think about the overall writing style or the way the book is structured. 
	































Paragraph five - What you may not have liked so much
· This paragraph may start to show how you have thought about the ‘not so good’ elements of the book.
· You may have really enjoyed the book but there is often something - an unrealistic action or twist, a character who doesn’t quite appeal to you, a chapter which just doesn’t work - and you can talk about this here.
· If you are writing a review on a book you didn’t enjoy, here is the place where you can put something which did appeal to you.
· If you want to just praise or criticise the book some more, you can do that here too!  But it needs to be something different from the previous two paragraphs.

	































Paragraph six - Summing it all up
· This is where you draw your review to a close and give your final opinion.
· Sum up how you felt about the book and underline why it should (or shouldn’t) be considered for the GCSE.
· Use this last paragraph to leave your reader with a definite idea of what you feel about the book and if they would enjoy it or not. 
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