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· Your students have been asked to write a review of the book they have read for the This is Lit book club.   
· They have a template to help them, but you may want to ‘revise’ and think how to structure their review.
· The template guides students to frame their review as a recommendation (or otherwise) for the book as a potential GCSE set text. However, you may choose to adapt this so that students write a more general review of the book instead.
· It does not have to be long or ‘GCSE style’.  The purpose of this exercise is for them to capture their thoughts and make a recommendation.
· Below is the template which is in a separate document for your students.    
· You may also wish to use the following resources to help students write their review.  The discussion guide for each of the texts has a section in there to guide you and contains some existing reviews of the book.




Paragraph one - The introduction
· Start with a title - you will want to grab the reader’s attention and clearly get across what you think of the book in one punchy sentence. Even a simple statement such as ‘This book must go on the GCSE NOW!’ gets across what you think from the outset. 
· You can also give it a rating (or stars) out of 5 at the top. 
· The opening paragraph is almost like a ‘mini-review’.  You want to give a brief summary of: 

· The title of the book and the author. 
· A very brief outline - you may want to just give a sentence to cover the main idea. 
· What you thought of it overall. 
· If it is similar to something else you have read or seen. 
· If you would recommend it to go on the GCSE.  


	
Title:_________________________________________________

Rating:_______________

Teacher notes:

Before your students start their review, you may want to get them to discuss their thoughts as a group.  If there is a divide between students who enjoyed the book and those who did not, they could discuss their ideas together or you may want to split them so that there are two groups with mixed opinions.  

It is worth stressing to students here that there is no right or wrong answer.  Everyone likes and dislikes different books for a lot of different reasons. They don’t have to enjoy the book,  but they may be able to understand why others did.

You can use this opportunity to show students other reviews from the discussion guide to think about how they might structure their review. They could also think about the titles and short plot summaries as a group.

You may want to ask students to think about how they will plan their review at this point. They need 3 paragraphs with three main points they want to make.  This could be worked on in small groups or individually to give students a chance to think about all of the things they liked/disliked and how they might order their paragraphs.



Paragraph two - What have you reviewed?
· This is an opportunity for you to tell the reader what you have read and what it is about.  
· Keep it brief and outline what the book’s plot, setting, themes and characters.  
· Don’t included too much detail - or ruin the ending for the reader!
· You may want to start using words which show what you felt about the text e.g. ‘the gripping plot’ or ‘the realistic characters’. 

	Teacher notes:

This may be something the students can discuss in groups. What are the main plot points /characters?  What would you want someone who hadn’t read the book to know before they read it.  What should you leave out to make sure you are not giving spoilers! 

You could look at some of the plot summaries in the discussion guide here, or on the back of the book cover. 

























Paragraph three - The main thing you liked/disliked
· Use this paragraph to talk about the main thing you really liked about the book or disliked about the book.
· Remember to link it to the purpose of this review. Explain why you think this book is ideal or unsuitable for GCSE. 
· Think here about the main plot or a character - what is the number one thing about the book which grabbed you (or you disliked) and why? 


	Teacher notes:

This is where students will have their own personal ideas they want to include. Encourage them to think ‘big picture’ in terms of the main element they enjoyed.  It may be the plot of the novel, the structure, particular characters etc. 

Try to encourage them to think about why this would be a good point to make in terms of writing a review around recommending this for the GCSE - or to develop it into a point as to why it is not a suitable text for GCSE. 


























Paragraph four - The second thing you liked/disliked
· This will be similar to the third paragraph and is used to build on your review. 
· Try to link it to the third paragraph so that the review follows a logical structure.  
· How are you going to start this paragraph?  You could use a straightforward sentence such as ‘another reason why I think this book should be included on the GCSE is the use of…’. Or you could link it to the GCSE student - ‘Another way the writer will sweep a GCSE student up in this book is through the characters of…’
· Try to build on the point you were making in paragraph 3 by talking about something else which is good or bad.  So, if you talked about the plot or a theme in paragraph 3, move onto characters or setting in this paragraph.  Or think about the overall writing style or the way the book was structured. 

	Teacher notes:

· This is building on the paragraph above.   Encourage students to think about how they link their paragraphs together to build on the points they make. 
· They don’t need quotations or ‘evidence’ from the text but if there is a nice short pithy quotation or description, they want to use to underline their point about a character or how the writer has put an idea across, they can use it here as long as it doesn’t distract too much from the review itself. 





















Paragraph five - What you may not have liked so much
· This paragraph may start to show how you have thought about the ‘not so good’ elements of the book.
· You may have really enjoyed the book but there is often something - an unrealistic action or twist, a character who doesn’t quite appeal to you, a chapter which just doesn’t work - and you can talk about this here.
· If you are writing a review on a book you didn’t enjoy, here is the place where you can put something which did appeal to you.
· If you want to just praise or criticise the book some more, you can do that here too!  But it needs to be something different from the other two paragraphs.

	Teacher notes:

· Encourage students to see the good and bad in the text.  It is quite unusual for a review to be 100% positive or negative.
· It may be something small, or something quite personal, but it needs to link to the overall purpose of the review.
· So, if they are concerned about a particular plot point(or use of language), they may want to mention that this may be upsetting for some GCSE students.
· Or if they have written a more negative review, they may want to pick up on a small element or character which made them laugh or touched them but wasn’t enough for them to enjoy or recommend the book as a whole.


















Paragraph six - Summing it all up
· This is where you draw your review to a close and give your final opinion.
· Sum up how you felt about the book and underline why it should (or shouldn’t) be considered for the GCSE.
· Use this last paragraph to leave your reader with a definite idea of what you feel about the book and if they would enjoy it or not. 

	Teacher notes:

· Encourage students to sum up quite briefly and to stress their overall impression of the book.
· Remember that this is about recommending it for the GCSE so focus on this at the end.
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