


​The final instalment in our mini series explores  how English can  prepare young people for life beyond​
​school. From equipping them  with broad literacy and critical thinking skills to ensuring the curriculum​
​reflects the diversity of their lives and future ambitions, we look back on one of the most central themes​
​running through all of our discussions - the purpose of English today.​

​Since March 2025, we’ve gathered insights from over 800 secondary English teachers, 1000​
​secondary students,  1000 college students and 1000 college tutors. Alongside this research, we’ve​
​hosted 10 national forums, taken part in key industry events and brought teachers and school students​
​together through regional events and visits across the country.​

​And one thing is clear:​​GCSE English matters.​​It matters​​not just for the functional benefits of reading,​
​writing and communicating with others. It  underpins  success in other subjects and the wider world of​
​wor​​k. But English also matters for the way it provides​​students their own window to their world,​
​improving their understanding of themselves, others and the world around them.​

​What we’ve learned so far…​

​From secondary  teachers and leaders:​

​“We need to prioritise strong foundations in English.  With the skills it provides, students have a​
​stronger grasp of learning in other areas.”​
​Secondary Middle Leader response (The Pearson School Report, 2025)​

​“English should be a curriculum priority with reading aloud and oracy in every lesson across the​
​school in every year group.”​
​Secondary Middle Leader response (The Pearson School Report, 2025)​

​Teachers and leaders consistently highlight​​English​​as the bridge to all other learning,​​building the​
​language, thinking, and confidence students need to thrive​​across the curriculum​​.​​A strong​
​English education lays the foundation for learning, helping students read widely, think critically,​
​join in discussions and make their voices heard.​



​From students:​

​“I want to learn things that will help in my life.  I know English is important as it’s what helps you​
​learn to read, write and communicate.​​”​
​Secondary student response (The Pearson School Report, 2025)​

​For many students across all stages, English is recognised as the​​essential foundation for learning​
​and life.​​They can articulate how English equips them​​with​​the core skills​​to read with​
​understanding, express themselves clearly and build the confidence to take part in class​
​discussions and wider society.​

​College students reflect on how these same core skills accessed through English become a​
​gateway to future opportunities and the world beyond school​​.​​They recognise it as a subject​
​that underpins workplace communication, supports further study and helps them navigate​
​challenges like job applications and interviews - providing the tools that​​enable success in​
​schools, careers and everyday life.​

​“English has prepared me for the future because it’s helped me learn to write a decent report,​
​and if you’re writing your CV or in an interview, it helps you to be more confident when speaking​
​and writing and talking in general.”​
​College student, New City College​

​From college tutors:​

​“Teaching real-life uses of English helps students see why this​
​subject matters. Showing how these skills help in jobs and​
​daily life makes them care more.”​
​College tutor response (The Pearson School Report, 2025)​

​College tutors echo this view of English as a life skill and stress​
​that, particularly for students having to resit,​​motivation​​often​
​comes from understanding why English really matters​​.​​They​
​see first-hand how framing English in terms of its real-world​
​relevance - how it links to jobs, confidence and everyday​
​communication - can transform engagement.​



​“Shifting the curriculum and assessment to focus on more​​relevant, real-world applications of​
​English would boost student engagement and illustrate the practical importance of these​
​courses in their future lives and jobs.”​
​College tutor response (The Pearson School Report, 2025)​

​Read more in​​Professor Cathy Shrank​​‘s blog, “Where​​can studying English take you?” to​
​discover how the skills built in English open doors to a wide range of careers and future​
​opportunities.​

​From the education community:​

​“English as a subject is all about us as human beings and our lives, as expressed through the​
​language we speak and write, the texts we read and the ones we create ourselves.”​
​Barbara Bleiman, English and Media Centre​

​Education leaders and subject experts describe English as a​​space​​where young people​
​encounter new ideas and voices, explore meaning, develop empathy and start to understand the​
​world and each other. It brings together​​curiosity​​and creativity,​​helping students to think​
​critically, appreciate different perspectives and communicate with confidence.​

​The impact of English is immeasurable and surpasses what can be assessed in  one (or two) single​
​exams. And so, at the heart of these discussions lies a broader question - what and how  do we​
​most effectively measure English (and its focus on  interpretation, analysis, creativity and​
​communication) in the modern world.​

​Read more from​​Professor Robert Eaglestone​ ​and​​Barbara​​Bleiman​​as they explore one​
​of the questions right at the heart of our campaign: “What is English and what is it for?”​

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/insights-and-events/schools-blog/2025/09/where-can-studying-english-take-you.html
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/insights-and-events/schools-blog/2025/05/what-is-english-and-what-is-it-for-bob-eaglestone.html
https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/insights-and-events/schools-blog/2025/05/what-is-english-and-what-is-it-for-barbara-bleiman.html


​Where we go next​

​English is where we learn to make sense of ourselves and our world - through language, stories,​
​debate and critical thinking. It’s the place where young people learn to explore not just what the​
​world is but who we are in it: how we express ourselves, how we understand others and how we make​
​meaning together.​

​The conversations from our​​Let’s Talk English​​campaign​​reveal  a strong appetite among the​
​education community to protect what makes English special, and to renew it for a generation​
​growing up in a rapidly changing world.​

​“It is what English can offer that makes it so hard to define: it gives us entertainment, enjoyment,​
​wisdom, communication with ourselves and others, escapism and the opportunity to understand​
​differing perspectives.  English is for all this - and for truly being ourselves.”​
​Professor Robert Eaglestone, Royal Holloway, University of London and English Association​

​Taking the conversation further…​

​Teachers, leaders, tutors, students and sector leaders have offered rich and powerful perspectives on​
​what English is for - and on the challenges the subject faces today. We’ll continue to share these​
​insights throughout 2026 and support the conversations that will help shape the future of English,​
​staying true to what it is, what it’s for and why it matters.​

​“English isn’t just a subject in education -​
​it’s a subject for education.”​
​Professor Robert  Eaglestone​

​“The key point is that we have to embrace​
​English and talk it up, and why it’s​
​important.”​​Professor  Cathy Shrank, The​
​University of Sheffield​

​*GCSE English refers to both the GCSE English Language and Literature specifications across all awarding​
​bodies​


