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V Levels: key features at aglance /

Abroad, classroom-basedvocational qualification for students who want to explore arange of routes - the thirdlevel 3 pathway

Purpose alongside AlLevelsandT Levels.

Size 360 GLH, the same size as one A Level, taken over 2 years and studied alongside otherV Levels, A Levels or an English or maths
retake.

Content Setnationally and linked to occupational standards, blending appliedlearning with practical assessment.

Modularwith a terminal examination and mandatory synopticity. 40% examination, set and marked by the awarding organisation;
Structure and assessment 60% non-examassessment (NEA), marked numerically and moderated. One NEAwindow and one examination a year. First NEA
submission May 2028. First externalassessment summer 2029.

A*-E plus aP ‘pass’ grade below E,and U forunclassified. Comparable grade boundaries maintain standards over time; UCAS tarif f

Grading matches A Level grades, with P at 12 points.

Progression Supports progression torelated higher education, apprenticeships or employment.

Source: Post-16 pathways:|
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V Levelin Digital Systems and Data

360 GLH ¢ 2-year programme ¢ one optional unit e terminal examination

Presenting Data Securing Digital Systems Configuring Digital Understanding Digital
Effectively Systems Systems
or

Digital Solution Design &
Development

40% ¢ 144 GLH

20% ¢ 72 GLH 20% ¢ 72 GLH 20% ¢ 72GLH Teriel esertaen

NEA NEA NEA Pearson marked

Centre marked and Centre marked and Centre marked and

Pearson moderated. Pearson moderated. Pearson moderated. Duration: 2 hours 30 minutes
Takeninthefinalassessment

Duration: 15 hours Duration: 15 hours Duration: 15 hours series

NEArelease:1Sep 2027 NEArelease:1Sep 2027 NEArelease:1Sep 2028 Firstavailability: May/June

2029

40% Pearson-set and marked
(e _
60% Pearson-set NEA, centre marked and Pearson moderated examination

Studentstake either Unit 3 or Unit 4, so the programme contains four unitsin total.
Assessment durations and NEArelease dates are subject to confirmation pending regulatory approval.
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UNITT

V Level units and
assessment types

Studentsdevelop knowledge and understanding of how datacan
be collected, prepared, analysed, andpresented to support
decision-makingin the workplace.

Presenting Data Effectively

Non-examassessment (NEA)

Four non-exam assessment (NEA) units UNIT2

and one examined unit Securing Digital Systems Studentsdevelop knowledge and understanding of the threats

and issues that affect digital systems, and of the protocols and

technologies usedto protect them.
Non-examassessment (NEA)

UNIT 3

Configuring Digital Systems Studentsprepare and configure digital systemsin response to
defined userand system requirements.

Non-examassessment (NEA)

UNIT 4
) o ) Studentsdefine the problem and its scope, identify requirements
Creating Digital Solutions and constraints, structure solutionlogic, develop interface and
low-fidelity representations, and produce a proposal suitable for
Non-examassessment (NEA) development.
UNIT5 Students examine system components, operating systems,
) o accesscontrol, configuration and fault diagnosis. They explore
Understanding Digital Systems data structures, formats, quality, validationand analysis,
consideringhow uncertainty, biasand governance affect
T T conclusions andhow visual communication supports

understanding.
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Overview of
Assessment

Fromfirst teachingto
certification, with retakes
available if needed.

S steps

fromfirst teachingto
certification

Copyright 2026 Pearson. All rights reserved. |
Draftfortraining. Subjectto accreditation, final
specificationsand funding confirmation

1. Teach

Build the knowledge and applied
skillsinthe specification, with
synoptic content signposted
alongtheway.

4, Take the examination

Students take the Pearson-set
examination at the timetabled
dateandtime.

2.Complete NEA

NEA canbe completedinboth
years of the qualification as
students develop their applied
knowledge and skills.

5. Certificate

Pearsoncombines unit UMS
marksto determine the
qualificationgrade.

3. Enterforfinalexam

Students are entered totake the
terminalexamination inthe
series that they will certificate.




V Levels:
assessmentrules

NEAresults can carry forwardto a new
registrationif a student needstoretakethe
exam.
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Examinations

Availability: One May/June series eachyear
First assessment: May 2029
First Results: August 2029

Terminal rule: the examined assessment mustbe
takenin the students’ final assessmentseries.

Entries: Enter studentsfor the relevant
assessment series.

Non-exam assessment (NEA)

Availability: One annual window.

First-year NEAs released: September 2027.
AllNEAsreleased from: Septemberfrom 2028.
Submissiondeadline: 15 May eachyear.

Centresmust use the current year's Pearson NEA
without adaptation.

NEA Resubmission andretakes

Resubmission: Programme Lead may approve one per
unit before moderation. Complete andre-mark by 15

May. No cap onmarks.

Retakes: Enter forthe next series, use theretake
series’ NEAfor that academic year. Grades are

uncapped. The highest NEA outcome counts towards

the qualification grade.



Fully
compensatory
assessment

Subject to accreditation, final
specifications and funding
confirmation.

No must-pass unit

Students can achieve the
qualificationwithout passing every
individual unit.

V Levels and Foundation

Certificatesrecognise
achievement across units

No external hurdle

Alow orunclassified examresult can
be balanced by stronger
performance elsewhereif the
overall UMS thresholdis met.

Every mark matters

Performance across all components
contributes proportionately to the
total outcome.

A complete programme

Avalidunit combination and the
entry, terminal and certification rules
still apply. Pearsonguidance
explains these.



V Level UCAS Tariff points

ALevel - UCAS Tariff points V Level - UCAS Tariff points

A* 56 56
A 48 48
B 40 40
C 32 32
D 24 24

What the P grade is: Ofqual has confirmedV Levelsare
E 16 16 graded A*-Eplus aP ‘pass’grade, with U forungraded.
P sits below E as the lowest passing outcome - a
genuine pass, not anunclassifiedresult -andhasno A
P Notavailable 12 Level equivalent, which is why UCAS gaveitits own
value of 12 points.

Source: UCAS Tariff points all forVlievels -UCAS (Vlevels fir: h mber2027
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Study Programmes: Pearson Level 3V Level in Digital Systems and
Data

Level 3reformtakes place over several years, which means T _ . .
we can expect to see study programmes up to 2030 that New qualification Available combinations to build a study programme

combine:

+ Vlevels

« Alevels PearsonLevel 3VLevelin Pearson Edexcel Alevelin : ,

« AAQs (BTEC Nationals 2025) Dlgltal Systems andData Mathematics PearsonEdexcelAlevelin PhySICS

- BTECNationals

Here are some examples of mixed study programmes for

e Z0Z7) 28 e el yeer PearsonLevel3V Levelin Pearson BTEC Level 3National Diploma in Creative Media Practice

There areno rules of combinations of subjects, and Digital Systems and Data (540GLH)
students should combine subjects based on their
intended progression.

Explore Programmes of Study examples

PearsonLevel3V Levelin Pearson Edexcel Alevel Business Pearson Edexcel Alevelin
Digital Systems and Data Studies Economics

. Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Pearson BTEC Level 3 National
Bieai‘::?g Lset\é?#: ;/nlae\éealt'g Extended Certificatein Esports Extended Certificatein Digital
gital sy (360 GLH) Games Production
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https://www.pearson.com/content/global-store/sites/en-gb/further-education/educators/routes-to-success/programmes-of-study.html

V Levels:
support for
confident
delivery
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1. Two-yearstructure

Atwo-year structure gives students
time to develop and connect their
knowledge and skills.

2.Delivery support

Delivery Guides and schemes of
work support teaching, NEA and
final examination preparation.

qu

3.Assessment guidance 4. Training

Clear assessment guidance explains Pearsontraining supports numerical
entries, the terminalrule and how marking and moderation, with less
results combine. administration and paperwork.
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https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/campaigns/l3-review-updates.html#contact
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