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Why did you choose to do a BTEC?

When was choosing my subjects | decidedto
only choose those | was genuinely interestedin
or passionate about. I've always been musical
but neverhadthe opportunity tolearnhow to
produce music with technology so BTEC was
perfect forme. As musicis my main hobby, it
also allows me to study it alongside my Alevel
subjects. Becauseit’s more hands on,my BTEC
compliments my other studies and positively
impacts my whole study programme.
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Beingin such a healthy, creative
environment enables creative
innovation to flourish and it really
encourages and rewards thinking
outside of the box.”

How is your BTEC structured?

| study for at least three hours perweek on

my BTEC and as many as six hours focusing

on music technology, skills demonstrations,
collaborations, interactive listening, display work
andindependent work on my music projects.

It’s been a great experience and|’'ve learned this
year how to build music from scratch using my
computer, which has been such a useful skill to
learn.

YPearson

((l

What was the most enjoyable
and engaging project you’ve
worked on as part of your BTEC?

Definitely the 20-minute EP Imade! Each
student on my course has to produce theirown
20-minute-long album and we allhave complete
freedom - any genreis allowed, the songs canbe
covers ororiginals, they can be programmed or
live, they can be just yourself orabandrecording
oryou cangetintouchwithlive musicians to
record, aslongasitis produced yourself. | really
enjoyed the freedom and have produced my
best work by farin this project, from coversl|
made by myself torecordings of my friends and
theirbands.

Do you feel the skills you’ve
learned during your BTEC
will help you to succeed

in your chosenroute?

One thousand per cent. Alot of the work in music
consists of large long-term projects and so the
courseisreally great forlearning organisational
and planning skills that I simply would not have if
I didn’t take the course. What’s more, there are
so many opportunities to collaborate on creative
ideas with friends and other musicians that
teamwork becomes second nature and group
projects are built so organically and effectively.

Beingin such a healthy, creative environment
enables creative innovation to flourish and it
really encourages and rewards thinking outside
of the box and coming up with new and different
solutions to the problems you encounter.
Whethermusicis a hobby ora careeraspiration,
the musical and technical skills youlearnonthe
course are invaluable and will provide you with
the means to exercise your creativity throughout
yourlifeinthe future. p
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It’s perfect for providing and
honing valuable alternative
skills for life that universities
alsolove to see.”

Would you recommend
BTEC to other students?

Without a doubt. It’s perfect for providing and
honing valuable alternative skills for life that
universities also love to see. It canequipyoufora
future in any route - whetheryou take the subject
furtheror, like me, you use such transferable
skills to go down a completely different road. It
definitely does not close any doors, and in my
case, itopened more that | could only dream of.
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Finally, what advice would
you give to a student just
startinga BTEC?

Don’'tbe afraid at first when new things are being
thrown at you. Embrace them and welcome new
opportunities. Once you've grasped the basics
of your course, if that takes weeks or months
(and trust me, sometimesit cantake alongtime),
youwill begin to fly ahead andreally enjoy all the
work. Never be afraid torevisit orask again about
the basics - it’s soimportant to grasp these so
thatyou can build afoundation on which you can
always fallbackinyourstudies. B
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