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How much of a psychologist are you?



True or False?

• A person with schizophrenia has a split personality 
• Women are more likely to conform than men 
• People who threaten to commit suicide rarely do 
• We only use 10% of our brain 
• Astrology is a good predictor of personality 
• “Opposites attract” (in romantic relationships) 
• Neuroscience has concluded that people are left-brained or right-brained 
• People exposed to words about old people leave a laboratory walking more like an 

old person 
• People who suffer from amnesia typically cannot recall their own name or identity 
• Human memory works like a video camera, accurately recording events 
• Once you have experienced an event and formed a memory of it, that memory does 

not change.



They are all…
       

       FALSE





MAKING INTRO PSYCH  
(EVEN MORE)  
INTERESTING

• Replication (and well-known psychological phenomena) 

• Questionable research practices 

• Deception 

• Face recognition 

• Knowledge of memory 

• Sense of smell (and taste) 

• Cognitive psychology and classroom learning 

• Some highlights of the 7th edition of psychology 

 



PSYCHOLOGY & 
REPLICATION/REPLICABILITY

“the integrity of research, especially medical and social science research, is 

at risk from what is known as the ‘reproducibility crisis’ (i.e. it being very 

difficult or impossible to replicate a scientific study).” (https://

committees.parliament.uk/committee/135/science-and-technology-

committee/news/156859/reproducibility-of-research-inquiry-launched/) 

UK Parliament’s Science and Technology Committee, 2021 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/135/science-and-technology-committee/news/156859/reproducibility-of-research-inquiry-launched/


6th edition- 2018



7th edition- 2023





CONVERTING THIS INTO A CLASS ACTIVITY
What is replication?

Why is it important?

What are the Open Science Framework and Many Labs 
and how have these contributed to our understanding of 
how psychology research has been conducted and 
published?

What is the difference between a direct and conceptual 
replication?



SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY:  
STATE/CONTEXT DEPENDENT MEMORY

Compare and contrast Godden & Baddley’s (1975) 
scuba diving study with a “replication” by Murre (2021; 
2022)

1. Ask the students to describe what Godden and Baddeley did
2. Then, ask them to compare that study’s method with those of the 
Murre study.
3. How do they differ?
4. In what way is the latter study not a direct nor a conceptual 
replication?
5. What are the issues with describing this study as a replication?



SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY:  
STRACK ET AL (1988)- FACIAL FEEDBACK HYPOTHESIS



https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1988-25514-001  

You can repeat this study in the session using a selection of cartoons 
and rating scales 

A failure to replicate the result of Strack et al directly in 17 laboratories 
can be found here: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/
10.1177/1745691616674458 

Discussion of the controversy here which suggests that variations in 
procedure can affect whether the finding is replicated -https://
psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-16714-001

https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1988-25514-001
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1745691616674458
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-16714-001


CLASS ACTIVITY:  
QUESTIONABLE RESEARCH PRACTICES

• Ma t c h  t h e  t e r m  w i t h  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  

• T h e  e x e r c i s e  p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  Q R P s ,  

w h y  t h e y  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e m .   

• Yo u  c o u l d  r e f e r  t o  c a s e  s t u d i e s  i n  p s y c h o l o g y,  s u c h  a s  D i e d e r i k  

S t a p e l  a n d  B r i a n  W a n s i n k -  a n d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  E y s e n c k  &  G r o s s a r t h -

M a t i c e k  w o r k  o n  c a n c e r - p r o n e  p e r s o n a l i t y .   

• c f  G i n o ,  A r i e l y .  

• F a b r i c a t i o n  i n  a  s t u d y  a b o u t  h o n e s t y  

• https://www.informahealthcare.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/08989621.2024.2329265 

https://www.informahealthcare.com/doi/metrics/10.1080/08989621.2024.2329265


A .  p - h a c k i n g                  

B .  O m i t t i n g  d a t a        

C .  A d d i t i o n a l  r e c r u i t m e n t   

D .  H A R K i n g  o r   H  ( y p o t h e s i s i n g )  A  ( f t e r )  t h e  R  

( e s u l t s )  a r e  K  ( n o w n )  

E .  P u b l i c a t i o n  b i a s        

F.  R e p o r t i n g  “ t r e n d s ”     

G .  S m a l l  s a m p l e s

SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY: 
QUESTIONABLE RESEARCH PRACTICES







KRISHNA & PETER (2018): QRPS

•As k  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e s p o n d  o n  a  f i v e  

p o i n t  s c a l e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  t h i n k  

t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  a c c e p t a b l e  

( w h e r e  1 =  u n a c c e p t a b l e ) .  

•Yo u  c o u l d  a l s o  a s k  s t u d e n t s  h o w  

t h e y  t h i n k  t h e i r  t u t o r / s u p e r v i s o r  

m i g h t  r e s p o n d ,  u s i n g  t h e  s a m e  

s c a l e .  



SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY: DECEPTION!
•A test of students’ knowledge about deception and the behavioural 
cues to deception 

•Ask the students to indicate what verbal and non-verbal behaviour 
they think would identify a liar.  

•Are there any consistent cues, according to them, that liars use/
exhibit when they lie?   

•Are there any verbal and non-verbal cues that signify truth-telling? 
Ask them why they think these cues are indicative of deception 
(and truth-telling)?



ARE THESE INDICATIVE OF PEOPLE  
NOT TELLING THE TRUTH & LYING?





SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY: FACE RECOGNITION 
HOW MANY DIFFERENT FACES CAN YOU SEE?  

(JENKINS ET AL, 2011)



QUESTIONS
• Why were they unable to identify the correct number? 
• What does this say about our ability to identify faces 

accurately?  
• Do they think that facial recognition software would perform 

better? 



FACE RECOGNITION: SOME SIMPLE EXPERIMENTS



SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY:  
BELIEFS ABOUT MEMORY



BUT!  
WORDING

•When participants presented with: 

 ‘Human memory works partly like a video camera, accurately 
recording some of the events we see and hear so that we can review 
a simplified version later’ and ‘ Human memory is not like a video 
camera because we cannot play back events exactly as happened’ 

they were less likely to accept the video camera metaphor (Brewin et 
al, 2019) 

Importance of wording in influencing people’s beliefs- discussion of 
validity



SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY: THE JELLY BEAN TEST



SEMINAR/CLASS ACTIVITY: THE JELLY BEAN TEST





JUST *SOME* IDEAS

•INSTRUCTOR’S MANUAL accompanying textbook has 
over 300 of these types of exercises 

•PLUS MCQs & powerpoint slides for each chapter



NEW IN THE 7TH EDITION



NEW IN THE 7TH EDITION



Thank you for listening!
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