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“Recently we have constructed a data set on the time
Stuadents spend in MylLab and the final grades they receive...
We do see that there is a strong positive association
between time spent in Mylab and grades.”- Kjetil Andersson

The course

The course is Introductory Economics, and we're

using the book by Acemoglu, Laibson and List: The textbook

Economics, 3rd edition. This is a large course with

approximately 400 students. We are using It is a very good introductory text. What
MyLab® Economics, which helps us to provide distinguishes this book from other texts,
students with questions and follow-ups from the is that it emphasises that Economics is an
lecturer. There are 12 two-hour lectures, and right empirical science. /n addition to the
after each lecture groups of students come traditional introductory period, the

concepts introduced are also quite
empirical. Furthermore, the content of
I have been using MyLab Economics for five years. the textbook is very well-paced.

together to solve tasks.

| assign tasks taken from MyLab consisting of
roughly 20-25 questions per group session — each
time relevant to the respective lecture. | also invite
former students of the course, who supervise and
help with the groups. Occasionally, | also go around
myself.

IGLOBAL i

In addition to these group sessions, | use
MyLab Economics after each lecture for the

mandatory assignments. These mandatory
assignments are three in total, and students have
to pass all of them to be able to take the exam.
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https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/subject-catalog/p/economics-global-edition/P200000002096?view=educator
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How do you work together with How did you decide to use this
Pearson upon implementing and platform, and why?

. o .
using MyLab® Economics? A couple of years ago, | was looking around for

textbooks for this course. Because of the
cohort size and number of students, | quickly
decided | wanted a textbook with digital
resources. | found a new textbook, ordered a

| had a lot of meetings with Kristine and
Andrew, our local Pearson contacts. They
gave me all the information | needed to
set up MyLab Economics in the beginning.
Kristine also used to come and take a few copy, had a look and liked it.
minutes in my first lecture to tell students
about how MyLab Economics works. |
don’t do that anymore, but maybe | will
again.

What were your aims and objectives
when you decided to start using
MyLab® Economics with your

students?
Now | also tell students this is a tool they
can use for self-study, so if they are First of all, | decided | needed a textbook with
interested, they can familiarise digital resources. There are not that many
themselves with it on their own. But around, so | just quickly stumbled upon MyLab
students these days tend not to do more Economics. | liked what | saw and have been
than what is required. If you have not using it since.

explicitly told them about all these

additional features, my experience is they

don't use it that much. As a whole, it definitely did. It is as good as |
expected it to be.

Did it meet your goals?

How do you integrate MyLab into your curriculum?

It’s formally integrated in the sense that there are both the questions | assign to groups and the
mandatory segments as part of the curriculum. | stated that in addition to the textbook, MyLab
Economics, as well as my lecture slides, are part of the core curriculum.

| tell students that Economics is a discipline you need to work with; you need to do a lot of the
work yourself, and MyLab Economics is the tool to do that.

Do you give any extra credits to your students for working with
MyLab® Economics?

No. Although they have to pass the three mandatory assignments to be able to take the exam,
the use of MyLab for practice is voluntary.
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How do you communicate the use of MyLab® Economics with your
students?

In the first lecture, | tell them we are using MyLab Economics and provide the introductory
material Pearson gives to lecturers, which includes useful links and PowerPoints. Then they
use the first group session to download and register on MyLab Economics and do some very
simple work to familiarise themselves with it. After that, | have an assistant walking around
and supervising the process, helping them with implementing it and getting started, but |
don't have an explicit tour of how you can use the tool.

We have noticed they use MyLab Economics intensively before the exam.

What do your students say about MyLab® Economics?

They fill in a general questionnaire where they provide their feedback on the digital
environment of the course. Frequently, we receive a lot of feedback on MyLab Economics. |
would say the majority of it is positive or very positive about MyLab Economics.

My overall experience is that they like the tool.

Regarding the pedagogical setting of the course — one of them said it was brilliant because
right after the lecture they logged in to this tool to test themselves and see if they could
understand the main concepts. That's why | always want to form these groups right after
lectures, so they get this form of revision immediately and practice what they've learned.

Which features do they use the most?

The assignments | hand them. Very few tend to use additional quizzes or other features;
however, they work on the weekly and mandatory assignments | give.
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“The main benefit is that it automatically grades rmanaatory

assignments. It provides the assignments and mostly works by Pearson
itself. It makes life much easier. | would have needed a lot

more assistance- and additional resources had it not been for gEIA\A/GEDRESFIQTY

Myl ab Economics.”

In your opinion, what are the main benefits of the platform
and what was your personal favourite tool?

The main benefit for me as a lecturer is that | have access to these questions which can
basically function on their own. They don't need very much assistance from my part in forming
these groups where students sit together to solve them. Obviously, the time | save by
having this tool is the main reason | choose to use MyLab Economics.

For students, | would guess the main benefit is they can log in and practice and gain exam-
relevant practice by themselves.

You're an experienced user —you are using MyLab® Economics for five
years already. What would be your advice for a first-time user?

The first thing is, if there are lecturers who are similarly working with groups of students that
get together after the lectures for, say, two hours, they could figure out how much time the
groups of students can dedicate to practice on the bulk of questions assigned. In the beginning,
| assigned too few questions because many of them were quickly done.

So, probably you need more questions than you might think. Then, you have to think about
the default settingin MyLab where you can get the right answer by just clicking enough times.
| wasn't aware of that until recently. It might be better to remove this functionality; maybe you
can think about giving tasks without the answers, so students would have to think to solve
them.

If you set it up as homework, this feature is built-in; and that’s ok. I'm contemplating moving to
quiz mode instead sometimes — to make students think more.



https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/higher-education/products-services/mylab.html
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