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The story so far...

Together, we're listening,
learning and leading the way
for positive change.

0@

50,000+ voices having their say on
education since 2022
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Shaping conversations from
staffrooms to parliament on education
now and its future
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Building foundations for the future
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Pearson School & College Report 2026 | What we're exploring

What we’re exploring...

Educators, students, sector experts and
changemakers share their perspectives to help us
answer key questions.

Part One: Facing the future

B Where do studentshopelearning willlead?

Part Two: The power of perspective
B Wherearewenow?
B What'schanging? What's not?

B What'smaking a difference?

Part Three: Exploring the possibilities

B Howdo we build onthisto help every student
forge their future?

- Empowering students’ choices
- Equipping with skillsand ways to learn
- Evolvinginstep with technology and Al

Taking the conversation further

< Previous Part1

About the research

Pearson commissioned a programme of research
and surveys on education between November 2025

and February 2026. Thisincludes:

B Surveys of primary and secondary classroom teachers, middle
leaders, schoolleaders and headteachers workingin schoolsin
England conducted by TeacherTapp, with between 2,355 and
10,100 respondents depending onthe question. Results were
weighted toreflect national teacher and school demographics.

B Surveysof 1,000 primary pupils (aged 7-11), 1,000 secondary pupils
(aged11-16),1,000 college students and 1,000 college tutors in the

UK by Censuswide.

B Reflections fromindividuals and organisations across education

andindustry.

Plus.. more than 40,000 educator, student, parent/carer and sector
voices throughout our2022-2025report series.

Notes:

We use ‘colleges’ asanoverarchingtermfor
allcolleges, including sixth-form colleges.

Where we compare Pearson School &
College Report datatrends, thisrepresents
apercentage point(pp) change. Wereferto
+/-3pp differencesasbeingachange.

Forthisreport,'agree'representsa
combination of 'strongly agree'and
'somewhat agree'responses, and 'disagree’
representsacombination of 'strongly
disagree'and'somewhat disagree’
responses.

Part2 Part3

Conclusion

Similarly, ‘confident' represents a
combination of 'very confident'and
‘somewhat confident'responses, 'not
confident' represents acombination of 'not
atallconfident'and 'notvery confident'
responses, and 'ready'representsa
combination of 'veryready'and 'somewhat
ready'responses.

Where percentagesdon’ttotal100%, the
remainder of respondents selected anoption
suchas'ldon'tknow' or'neither' or ‘never
heard of it’.
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Part One

Facing the
future

To set the scene forexploring
education now and what it could
become, we asked students: where
do you hope learning will lead?

< Previous Home Part2 Conclusion




6 Part1 Facing the future | Dear Future Me

Inlast year's report, students, “
educators and sector experts
advocated thatlearningis forlife.

Dear Future Me,

This year, students share more 'hopelearning willhelpmeto..

about the dreams, destinations Stay curious, adapt to new challenges, and make informed
and decisions they hope learning decisions that benefit both my career and personal life.
willmake possible. | hope it gives me the skills and confidence to solve

problems creatively, use technology responsibly, and
contribute positively to the world around me.

Most of all, | hope learning will help me keep growing, no
matter what changeslife brings.”

- School Student

< Previous Home Part2 Part3 Conclusion Next >
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7 Part1 Facing the future | Dear Future Me

These aspirations are echoedin what more than 800 school and college students wrote in letters to
their future selves. They share a beliefinthe power of learning to help them...

A , , :
o). Make choices and achieve »Cf Feelready forwhat the future brings
“Achieve and work through my goals, get a “Master new technology, turn curiosity into
good job, and be of help to humanity too” real-worldimpact, and keep my mind as flexible as
- School Student agymnast, solcansolve problems, chase dreams,

and still enjoy a good laugh along the way”

- School Student

“Get the career of “Become more
my choice and confidentin my
developitinto abilities and trust “Adapt to whatever changes come my way”
something better” my own decisions” _ College Student
- College Student - College Student
“Teach me new skills “Continue learning new
“Make better decisions, solve problems and opendoors to things to stay current
creatively and achieve my personal and opportunities | haven’t in fields that are
professional goals” imagined yet” changing”
- School Student - School Student - College Student
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Part1 Facing the future | Dear Future Me

9 Grow in many ways

“Learn many new things at school, like
maths, reading, and new skills that will
help me when | grow up”

- School Student

“Become as well-rounded anindividual as
possible, [with] learning not necessarily
beingrestricted to my areas of speciality”

- College Student

“Be my best self; |hope to keep learning
even for fun not academic success.”

- School Student

“Be abetter persontomorrow”
- College Student

“Student voice should shape education by
informing learning experiences that prepare
learners with skills for fulfilling futures. These
voices should be understood and actioned,
not simply heard.”

- Rochelle Wong, Co-Chair, FED Learners' Council

Part3 Conclusion Next >



9 Part1 Facing the future | Continuing the conversation
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Part2

Continuing the
conversation

The ambitions of students today
are inspiring. So toois their

belief inlearning to support their
journeys fromwho they are now to
who they’llbecome.

Every student’s path will differ but their

experiences at schooland college are crucial
inpaving the way.

There's no one-size-fits-all future, sohow can
we support each studentin their next steps?
To answer this, we need to look at students’
hopes and educators’ experiences over

time to betterunderstand where learning is
working well and where we can go further.

Part3 Conclusion
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Part Two

The power of
perspective

As we collectively strive to help

studentsreachthe futures they
imagine, it'simportant to reflect on
our starting point.

Five years of report insights can help
us pinpoint changes, challenges and
emerging opportunities to inspire our
next steps.

< Previous Part3 Conclusion Next >




1 Part 2 The power of perspective | Ourstarting point: 2026 snapshot

Our starting point: 2026 snapshot

< Previous

The power of learning shines through...

“My school/collegeis
successfully preparing
me to appreciate the
power of learning and
what learning cando.”

78% of primary students
72% of secondary students
70% of college students

“l enjoy school/college.”

76% of primary students
63% of secondary students
67% of college students

Home

Part1

“I feel supported by my
teachers/tutors.”

81% of primary students
70% of secondary students
66% of college students

“l feel like | belong at
school/college.”

80% of primary students
67% of secondary students
67% of college students

Part3

-
“What’s a great thing

my school does?
Accept me forwho
lam.”

- School Student

N

~

J

(
“[My tutors] treat me

as an adult which
makes me want to
learn more.”

- College Student

N\

~

J

-

“My schoolis very
inclusive and
learning is fun.”

- School Student

N

~

Conclusion
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12 Part 2 The power of perspective | Ourstarting point: 2026 snapshot

Schools and colleges are continuously striving
to enhance teaching and learning...

( Key focuses forimproving learning in the last year) [ Key positive impacts onlearningin the last two years )
Primary Secondary College
1 Expandingin-school 47% 1 Attendance schemes 53% 1 Improving digital infrastructure 30%
SEND support
2 Joining/being part of a college group 28%
2 Behaviourschemes 32% 2 Behaviourschemes 40%
= Flexible working options for staff 28%
3 Attendanceschemes  31% 3 Eéﬁagd'”g '”'tSChOO' 35%
suppor 4 Digitallearningresources 27%
Moreinclusive o Expanding accessto °
resources and texts 29% 4 oxtra-curricularactivities 2070 = Mentalhealthandwellbeinginitiatives 27%
“[My school] is very inclusive and “Students have so “I'think it’simportant to keep
everyone here has avoice.” much potential.” improving.”
- School Student - Secondary Classroom Teacher - College Tutor

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >



13 Part 2 The power of perspective | Ourstarting point: 2026 snapshot

But pressures are building...

(Top areas educators have become increasingly concerned aboutin the last year )

[ ]
N1e4

@ 2 Studentbehaviour 58%

@g 5 Studentdisengagement o,
inlearning

Prevalence of SEND 63%

—

® 4 Student mgntal health 51%
and wellbeing

Colleges

Student mental health
and wellbeing

Impact of cost of living
onfamilies

3 Digitalwellbeing

Prevalence of
safeguardingissues

“The most prevalent challenge for students, that's amplified the

mostinrecentyears, is the need for mental health and wellbeing
support. At NCC, we've increased student support as much as we

can, but there's a critical need for funding to address this.”
- Gerry McDonald CBE, Group Principaland CEO, New City College

< Previous Home Part1 Part3

Conclusion

29%

29%

27%

27%
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14 Part 2 The power of perspective | Continuing the conversation

Continuing the
conversation

These insights showcase the
powerful and positive impact

of learning today. They also speak
to the complexjourneys that
schools, colleges, and students
are navigating every day.

Since 2022, challenges and opportunities
in education have changed, endured and
emerged. By bringing together five years of
observations, we can chart general trends
andtrace apicture of: how are different
pressures being felt? Why are some
challenges persisting? Where is progress
taking place? Whatis facilitatingaccess to
new opportunities?

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >



15 Part2 The power of perspective | Challenges beingfaced: 2026 snapshot

C h a I I e n g es The top three challenges educators expect their school/college

being faced: o manage in the next 12 months
2026 snapshot G

1 Budget pressures 69% —
We asked educators about the most
N - - 2 i s with SEND % (D
significant challenges facing their Supporting pupils with 5 68%
schools and collegesinthe next 3 Teacherandschoolleaderworkload 42% (D
12 months.
- ~ Secondary
“We're constantly short of qualified 1 Budgetpressures 57%
teachers|[...] it puts huge pressure
ontherest of usto cover gaps.” 2 Teacherandschoolleaderworkload 47%
- College Tutor 3 Supporting pupils with SEND 42%
o J
g h College
“Money, staffing and time - there 2
are never enough hoursin the day 1 Tutorrecruitment andretention 24%
for everything that’s expected to
be done.” 2 Studentmental healthand wellbeing 23%
- Primary Middle Leader Theincreasinguse of Alinteaching, °
= . 23%
\_ Y, learning and assessment

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >



16 Part 2 The power of perspective | Spotlight onschool challenges

Spotlight on school challenges

Charting answers from schools since 2022 reveals that while the same seven challenges have consistently

topped thelist, theirprominenceis changing over time.

What do you expect to be the top challenges for your school to manage over the next 12 months?

2022*

54%

47%

41%

40%

33%

32%

28%

2023

2024

2025

59%

{ 59% )

(

64%

“
34% “ 31% ,' 33%
34% ‘, 30% ,‘ 31%
29% ,‘ 23% ,‘ 16%

*Note: 2022 results gathered from schoolleaders only.

< Previous

Home

Part1

2026

|

55%

44%

32%

28%

26%

|

Part3

#

Budget pressures

Supporting pupils with SEND

Teacherand schoolleaderworkload

Staff mental health and wellbeing

Teacherrecruitment and retention

Pupilmental healthand wellbeing

Schoolinspection

Conclusion
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17 Part 2 The power of perspective | Spotlight onschool challenges

Five years on: emerging patterns

Looking beyond the top-ranked challenges for schools overall, we've also tracked arange of wider trends.

@ Goingup

B Theperceivedchallenge of supporting students with SEND hasreached an
all-time high for primary and secondary schools. The number of educators
highlighting it as atop challenge since 2022 hasincreased by:

- 30 pp forprimary (now 68%)
- 18 pp forsecondary (now 42%).

B Thereporting of budget pressures as a top challenge by private schoolsis
highertoday than at any timeinourreport series - rising 20 pp from 2022 (now
59%). Thereisnow only a4 pp difference between state and private school
educatorsreporting this top challenge (comparedtoa 17 pp gap in2022).

m Digital safety and wellbeingis noted as atop challenge by 7% of teachers
now -up 4 pp since 2022.

@ Going down

The number of schoolteachers noting the continued impact of COVID-19 as atop
challenge has decreased 13 pp since 2022 (was 15%, now 2%). While the legacy of
the pandemic can’t be underestimated, the downward trend is significant.

< Previous

Home Part1 Part3

@ Staying the same

Amidyear-on-year movement,
performance measures are highlighted
as atop challenge by 156% of educators
today - similarto 2022.

Acloserlook at 2026

While shiftinginrank as atop challenge
since 2022, schoolinspectionincreased
by 8 pp - the only challenge toincrease
beyond 4 pp this year.

Secondary educators are more likely than
their primary counterparts to cite teacher
recruitment and retention as a challenge
(38% vs.17%), as well as pupil mental
health and wellbeing (31% vs. 21%).

34% of primary educators see staff mental
health and wellbeing as a top challenge,
comparedto 30% of secondary teachers.

Conclusion Next >
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Part 2 The power of perspective | Spotlight on college challenges

Spotlight on college challenges

To furtherunderstand

the shared pressuresin
education, we asked tutors
forthe secondyearrunning
about the challenges their
college willhave to manage
inthe next 12 months.

4 )
“It remains very difficult
to attract andretain
talent - especially
inrelationto the
skills priority and
shortage areas within
the government’s

Industrial Strategy.”
- James Scott, CEO,

Trafford and Stockport
College Group

< Previous Home

While the reported challenges for colleges remain at similar percentages to 2025, college
tutors’ responses show a cluster of high-ranking challenges being managedin parallel.
Aswe saw with schools, there have been subtle shiftsin the rankings - with almost every
challengelisted changing position.

[Top six expected challenges for colleges to manage in the next 12 months*)

2026 2025

] Teacher/tutorrecruitment and

. 1 Studentmental healthandwellbeing
retention

2 Studentmental health and wellbeing Digital safety and wellbeing

_ Theincreasinguse of Alinteaching, _ Teacher/tutorand college leader
~ learningandassessment ~  workload
4 Digitalsafety and wellbeing = Budgetpressures

Teacher/tutorrecruitment and

= Performance measures 5 .
retention

Theincreasinguse of Alinteaching,

6 Teacher/tutorand college leader
learning and assessment

workload

* Note: Challenges are shownwithout percentages toreflect the narrow spread of responses. Differences should be
read as shiftsinemphasisratherthanchangesinscale.

Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >
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Part 2 The power of perspective | Spotlight on college challenges

What we’re learning...

“At Eastern Education Group, we recognise these
challenges. These findings underline the importance
of deeper collaboration between colleges, employers
and organisations such as Pearson. By working
together, we can ensure that provision remains relevant
and future-facing, supporting every learner to progress
with confidence in arapidly evolving world.”

- DrNikos Savvas OBE DL, Chief Executive, Eastern Education Group

“It's unsurprising that budget pressures dominate as top
challenges for both schools and colleges. Mental health
ranking highly also reflects leaders diverting capacity
to support students after systemic cuts elsewhere.

Thereis anurgent need to restore funding, close pay
gaps andrebuild system-wide support capacity to
ensure schools and colleges can focus on their primary
role of educating young people.”

- Claire Green, Post-16 and Skills Specialist, Association of School and
College Leaders

< Previous Home Part1 Part3

Conclusion
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20 Part 2 The power of perspective | Barriers to learning: school spotlight

Barriers to learning:
school spotlight

Alongside the challenges facing schools
and colleges overall asinstitutions, we asked
schoolteachers about the biggest barriers to
their students’ learningin the near future.

4 )

“Behaviour can be an early warning
signal. Heeded early, it opens a door
to support. Ignored, it becomes the
first step to lostlearning and the path
out of school.”

- Kiran Gill, Chief Executive, The Difference

- J

4 )
“This data shows how important it

is that we rebuild relationships

between parents and schools.”

- Frank Young, CEO, Parentkind
G J

< Previous Home Part1

2026 snapshot

(Top barriers to school pupils’ learning in the next six months )

T Bty @ L & [ e

1

Special educational needs and/or disabilities

Attendance

Behaviour

Parent/carerdisengagement

Mental health

Student disengagement

School avoidance

Priorlearning experience

Part3 Conclusion

72%

68%

62%

60%

59%

59%

47%

44%
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21 Part 2 The power of perspective | Barriers to learning: school spotlight

Five years on: a changing picture

Expanding onthisyear’s snapshot, the longer-term view shows an even more nuanced landscape of barriers to learning.

Sustained pressures

B Thetop threebarrierstolearning
in2022 (attendance, mental
health and special educational
needs and/or disabilities) remain
inthe top five today.

B Attendance continuestoimpinge
onschoolstudents’learning,
remaining within 3 pp of its 2022

figure, but 7 pp lower thanin 2024.

B Studentdisengagement,
abarrier we first surveyed
educators aboutin2025, remains
atanidenticalleveltolastyear
(59%,).

< Previous Home

%

Marked differences

B Special educational needs and/

or disabilities (SEND) now top
the list of anticipated barriers
to students’learning-up 15 pp
overall since 2022 (now 72%).

Primary teachers are more likely
to perceive SEND as abarrier
tolearning, with 81% reporting
this compared to 65% of their
secondary counterparts.

Parent/carer disengagement
isseentobeamore prominent
barriertolearningin 2026 - up

7 pp since 2025 (now 60%,).

Encouraging signs of change

Overthe last five years,fewer educators are
noting the following anticipated barriers to
learning:

B mental health - down 23 pp sinceits
peak of 82%in 2024

B hunger - falling18 pp from 34%in 2024

B physical health- down17 pp sinceits
peak of 28%in2022

m poverty - falling12 pp from 48%in 2022

B priorlearning experience - down19 pp
sinceitspeak of 53%in2022.

While these factors have not necessarily
lessened at anationallevel, these figures
and our conversations with schools
suggest that teachers’ dedicationand
school-wide approaches arereducing
their perceivedimpact onlearning.

Conclusion
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22 Part 2 The power of perspective | Barriers to learning: college spotlight

Barriers to learning: college spotlight

Building onour2025 report, we asked college tutors to share their perspectives on barriers to students’ learning in the next six months.

Inthese early stages of charting the trends, we see some variations emerging.

Top barriers to college students’ learning in the next six months*

2026

2025

2026

2025

#

#

Work/time pressures

+4pp

Curriculum and
assessment volume

+3pp

38%

34%

35%

32%

# Timetableinflexibility

> QD
Consistent
2 QD

# Priorlearning experience

s QD
+4pp
s QD

Accessto special
educational needs and/or
# disabilities provision

: QD
Consistent
| D

Childcare or other caring
# responsibilities

*Note: The answer options givento schools and colleges contain some variation toreflect differences between the phases.
2026 totals are based onacombination of answers for16-18-year-old students and adult learnersrespectively.

< Previous

Home

Part1

# Studentdisengagement

3 D

Only askedin2026

35%

Lack of information/
awareness of what
# coursesare available

« D 0% ¢ GD 34%
+7pp +6pp
n @D 7% 10 QD 28%
Part3 Conclusion
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23 Part2 The power of perspective | Barrierstolearning: college spotlight

A closerlook:

wellbeing and the wider picture

Perceived barriers to learning outside of the top-ranking answers aren’t
necessarily decliningin prevalence orimpact. The following have seen

year-on-yearincreases:

Up 4 pp,
now 33%

Mental health

Up 3 pp,
now 32%
Lack of technology
in college
< Previous Home

Rising 5 pp,
now 32%

Lack of technology
athome

Rising 5 pp,
now 22%

Poverty

“The growing impact of work

pressures, mental health, poverty
and digital exclusionresonates for
our students across the sector.

Colleges are constantly adapting
through flexible delivery and
enhanced support.

To ensure that these barriers are
addressed sustainably, increased
focus on collaboration with wider
public services such as health

and social care and sustained
investmentis needed; collectively
we can support access to learning
and create opportunities forlife."

- Vickilllingworth, Executive Principal/
Deputy CEO, Chichester College Group

Part3 Conclusion
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24 Part2 The power of perspective | Barriers tolearning: across the phases

u
B a r rl e rs to The expected barriers to learning in the next six months - across phases
I Ing:
ea rnlng - Primary Secondary
across the 1 Specialeducationalneeds and/ordisabilities 1 Attendance
81%
phases

2 Behaviour 2 Studentdisengagement

To support connections and

; 3 Parent/carerdisengagement = Mentalhealth
conversations beyond these e
pages, we're also sharing a
VieW Of the barriers to Iearning 4 Attendance 4 Specialeducationalneeds and/ordisabilities
. 65%
thisyearby age and stage -
Surfacing similarities and shifts 5 Curriculumvolume 5 Schoolavoidance

across learningjourneys.

6 Mentalhealth 6 Behaviour

7 Studentdisengagement 7 Parent/carerdisengagement

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >
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Part 2 The power of perspective | Barriers to learning: across the phases

College: learnersaged16-18

1 Studentdisengagement
G 23%
2 Accesstospecialeducationalneeds

and/or disabilities provision

G 22%

= Work/time pressures

G 22%

4 Mentalhealth
G 21%

5 Curriculumandassessmentvolume

G 20%

= Timetableinflexibility
G 20%

= Lackofinformation/awareness of what
courses are available

G 20%

< Previous Home

College: adultlearners

1 Work/time pressures

G 23%

2 Priorlearning experience

G 21%

= Timetableinflexibility
G 21%

= Childcare orothercaringresponsibilities

G 21%

5 Accesstospecialeducationalneeds
and/or disabilities provision

G 20%

= Curriculumandassessmentvolume

G 20%

= Lackofinformation/awareness of what
courses are available

G 20%

Part3

Conclusion
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26 Part 2 The power of perspective | The student outlook:impacts onlearning

The student outlook: School students say...
i m pa Cts 0 n Iea rn i ng Top five factors impacting my learning

How are the challenges and barriers that “Finding it hard to concentrate because
educators see manifestingin students’ of other students’ behaviour”

' ' ?
leammg SHerEees: 33% of primary students | 32% of secondary students

When we asked students to share their
perspectives, they respondedintheir “Not understanding the work”

thousands. 32% of primary students | 32% of secondary students

While every student’s experienceis unigque, theircombined
responses help trace a picture of factorsimpactinglearning “Not feeling clever enough”

within the classroom and beyond.
25% of primary students | 29% of secondary students

“My mental health

“Feeling unwell”

4 and wellbeing”
This year, fewer students now say 21% of primary students | 21% of secondary students
that nothing impacts their learning. _ _

“Struggling to take part orlearninlessons
Only17% of school students and 3% of college students inth me w m hercl m ”
reportedthisin 2026 (compared to 23% and 6% in 2025). SIS SENIEEYES b QU ez

\ 16% of primary students | 19% of secondary students

< Previous Home Part1 Conclusion




27 Part 2 The power of perspective | The student outlook:impacts onlearning

A closer look:
emerging patterns

B Otherstudents’ behaviour (a new option forschool
students to consider thisyear)is deemed the top impact
onlearning. This mirrors teachers’ views of behaviour
as anareaofincreasing concerninthelastyearandits
prominentranking as a barriertolearning.

- ThisalsoechoesTeacherTapp findings this year, where
54% of primary teachers and 43% of secondary teachers
said that students’ behaviour disrupted theirlast lesson
to the point that teaching andlearning stopped.’

B Worrying about money is the only aspect thathas seenan
overalltwo-yearincrease inimpact since 2024 -up 4 pp
(was 5%, now 9%).

B Year-on-yearcomparisons from 2025 show ajumpin
studentsreporting theimpact of not feeling clever
enough and struggling to take partinlessonsin the same
way as my other classmates - up 4 pp respectively.

B Despiteanincreaseinthe number of students that have
theirlearningimpactedin some way, there’'sbeen a
downward trendin the level of perceivedimpact for
some elements since 2024:

- notunderstanding the work - down 13 pp (now 32%)
- being hungry - falling 7 pp (now 10%)
- feelingunwell - decreasing 5 pp (now 18%).

! TeacherTapp.2026."Behaviour,menopause policies plus email monitoring."
teachertapp.com/articles/behaviour-menopause-policies-plus-email-monitoring

< Previous Home Part1

College students say...

[Top five factorsimpacting my learning ]

1 Mentalhealthand wellbeing

24%
2 Work/time pressures
23% = Lackof confidence
4 Thevolume of curriculum and assessment
content
2196

Worrying about money

Like theirschool counterparts, the number of college students

reportingimpacts onlearning has fallenin some areas.

B Despitetoppingthelist ofimpacts fortwo yearsinarow,

mental health has seen the largest year-on-yeardecrease -

down 1l ppto 24%.

B A7ppdecreasehasalsobeenseenyearonyearforwork/
time pressures (now 23%), confidence (now 23%) and hunger
(now 7%), followed by a 6 pp fall for physical health (now 13%).

Part3 Conclusion
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28 Part2 The power of perspective | What’s worrying students?

What’s worrying students?

With students of allages noting that mental health and wellbeing canimpact theirlearning, we asked them
to share more about their current concerns - with different stories emerging across schools and colleges.

( The top five worries for students )

ol
o 2

O
0o 3

@) s

o

Academic performance/ 40%

getting good grades

School expectations

Peerpressure

Staying safe online

Parent/carer
expectations

“l gettoo overwhelmed.”
- School Student

< Previous

Home

37%

29%

25%

21%

W B I

o
O
®

]

Secondary

Academic performance/
getting good grades

Schoolexpectations

Gettingajobinthe future

Peerpressure

Money

42%

42%

33%

28%

24%

“Itworries me not finding a good job.
| want more alternatives in future.”

- School Student

Part1

Part3

Colleges

Getting ajob/progressing
inmy currentrole

Succeedinginmy
learning/studies

3 Money

Uncertainty about my
future

B [ $30 d

= College expectations

“There’s always the thought of am|
making the right decision.”

- College Student

Conclusion

30%

29%

28%

26%

26%
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29 Part 2 The power of perspective | What’s worrying students?

Discussion point IE
A CIoser IOOk: One year On In contrast to theirschool-based
peers, the proportion of college
students noting the top-listed concernsis
generally lower this year thanin 2025.
@ Goingup

Viewed alongside the decreasein college
students saying nothing worries them, this

B Forschoolstudents, there’'sbeenamarked swing points to awiderrange of concerns than those
towards worries about academic performance (up 18 pp capturedintheselists — perhaps connected
to 41%) and school expectations (up 13 pp to 39%). to broader challenges, barriers andimpacts

B Forcollege students, succeedingin studies has climbed exploredin thisreport and beyond.

from fifth to second position overallin the rankings.

B Thenumberof schoolstudents citing peer pressure as a
worry hasjumped 13 pp to 29%, taking it from seventh to

third position. By prioritising the joy and excitement

inlearning, we can better support the

B Money worries among school students haverisen é ”
Y ° PP mental health of our young people.

to19% inthelast year.
- DrHelen Care, Clinical Psychologist

@ Goingdown L .
“The priority is his mental health. We just

B Forcollege students, money worries have dropped by want him to have a stable, happy life.
10 pp to 28% - falling from first to third position. - Parent

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >



30 Part 2 The power of perspective | What’s making the difference?

y - We asked students what their school or college is doing to help them
What S ma klng andtheirlearning.

]
t h e d Iffe re n Ce? [ Here are just some of the 1,800+ answers from students... )

Throughout ourreport series and

in ourwork alongside schools and It’s personal.

colleges every day, we see educators .

rising to the challenges and barriers The biggest factor school
thatimpact learning. This yearis no students sayis helping

exception. And students agree. theirlearning: support
from theirteachers.

“Our teachers make “We use technology
learning super like tablets and
interactive, like doing interactive boards,
science experiments which makes
and having debatesin lessons more
class, it makes school interesting and
really engaging!” fun.”

- School Student - School Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >
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“My collegeis “My teachers are helping me as | have “The tutors are really friendly and
teachingus some learning difficulties, and | do worry want us to succeed. They make
how to use | am falling behind others in my class but lessons interesting and we do lots
Al tools.” with their help [..] | am getting better.” of outdoors stuff — whichl like.”

- College Student - School Student - College Student

“Always reassuring me, always “Every Friday, we have either a talk, “They create a supportive
saying they believe in me” a seminar or a carousel activity learning environment
- School Student where we learn about things where students feel

that willimpactus/help us or comfortable asking

“They're helping me realise things we need to be informed on questions and making
my potential.” ‘beyond the gates’.” mistakes.”

- School Student - College Student - School Student

“Every term we have this progress check-up one-on-one with “In class, having open
our form teacher, where we talk with them about how we feel conversation allows me to freely
things are going orif an A level is getting overwhelming.” voice my thoughts”

- College Student - College Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >
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Enhancing learning: intent and action

From ourwider conversations
andresearch with educators, Last year, we asked: Primary
schools and colleges, it's clear

What, in anideal Expandingin-school SEND support
that the support sltudlelnts world, would you o N
describereflectsindividual prioritise to improve IN2025, 67% said they'd ideally
effortS and a3 dedicated fOCUS. student Iearning? prlorltlsethlsto|mprove|earn|ng.

This year, almost half (47%) say their
schoolhas actively focused on this.

8 o , b This year, we asked: Parent/carer engagement schemes
“These findings remind us
of the huge impact made What has your school n .200%55’65;‘.’/: fj!ithiy S l"ejaean'.'z
rioritl | | rov rni 0
by educators every day, focused on toimprove P ' _ P . o
and highlight how their student learning in the Thisyear,1in4(26%) say their school

. . . . last 12 months? has actively focused on this.
dedication and innovation

is key to helping schools, Behaviour schemes
colleges and students
tackle any challenges that
come their way.”

In2025,39% said they'dideally
prioritise this toimprove learning.

Thisyear, almost1in 3 (32%) say their
- Mary Palmer, Chief Executive schoolhas actively focused onthis.
Officer, The Teaching Awards Trust

- J
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Secondary

Expandingin-school SEND support

In2025,48% said they'dideally
prioritise this toimprove learning.

Thisyear,morethan1in 3 (35%) say

theirschool has actively focused on this.

Parent/carer engagement schemes

In2025,49% said they'dideally
prioritise this toimprove learning.

Thisyear,almost1in4(23%) say their
schoolhas actively focused on this.

Behaviour schemes

In2025,48% said they'dideally
prioritise this toimprove learning.

Thisyear,2in5(40%) say their
schoolhas actively focused on this.

< Previous Home Part1

What the responsesreveal..

m Alignment
The three areas teachers wanted to prioritise most toimprove

students’learningin 2025 and have been focused on this year align
with many of the top challenges for schools and barriers to learning

noted within thisreport and the overall series.

B Proactivity and momentum

Many schools are already acting to make their prioritiesin ‘anideal

world” areality.

B Foundations to build on
The three areas teachers have focused on most mirror the areas
they’'ve becomeincreasingly concerned aboutinthelastyear. This

underlines the importance of continuingwhat's already underway in

many schools, aswell as sharinginsights and successes to help the
educationcommunity enhancelearning at scale.

More fromus...

To see moreinspirational stories and celebrate the
innovation andimpact happening in early years settings,
schools and colleges across the nation, visit the
Pearson National Teaching Awards website.

®

Conclusion
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What else is enabling progress?

Every school, college andlearningjourneyis unique. But by asking similar questions across our
reports, we see patternsinwhat’s enabling progress withinand beyond the classroomwalls.

What school students say...

( What’s helped my learning in the past year or two? )

Almost a third say access
to digital devices (31%)

4in10 say support from teachers

K\ ﬁ (42%)

L]

Around1in4 say @O 08 Around1in 5 say

ann

m extra-curricular activities learning about how to use
e.g. sport orafter-school clubs (27%) Al (20%)

m using more digital learning resources ﬂ more diverse resources
andtools (27%) Q and texts (18%)

B more support staffinlessons (25%)

B mental health and wellbeing support (24%) . . .
1in 10 say climate initiatives

orresources (12%)

&

B accesstooutside green space (23%)

< Previous Home Part1 Part3

A closerlook:
what’s changing?

Comparing students’ answers
from 2024 and 2026, we see that:

B Support fromteachers

remains the maindriver
prompting students’ progress.

Learning about how to use Al
has seenthe biggestincrease
of anyresponse option -
doublingt020% in 2026.

Access todigital devices and
using more digital learning
resources and tools both
increased-up 4 ppandépp
respectively.

Mental health and wellbeing
supportrose 5 pp (now 24%),
as didmore diverse resources
and texts (now 18%).

Conclusion
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< Previous

What schoolteachers say...

We also asked schoolteachersin2024 and 2026
what’s had a positive impact on their schoolin the
lasttwo years.

What college tutors say...

Reflecting onthe last two years specifically, college tutors highlight
similar enablers having animpact for staff and students.

Theirresponses show what has been supporting
schoolcommunities between 2022 and 2026, with

( What’s positively impacted your college in the last two years? )

some increasing overtime.

1
B Thenumberofteachers naming Al tools has

more than doubled - rising from12%in 2024 to
29%in2026.

B Flexible working options for staff has increased
5pp (now17%).

& <0

i

[ b
Several enablers show a consistentimpact, with
2026 levels remaining within 2 pp of 2024 for mental EI 4
health and wellbeing initiatives (22%), using
digital learning resources (17%), improving digital
infrastructure (15%) and more diverse resources @
and texts (15%).

Improving digital infrastructure

Joining orbeing part of a college group

Flexible working options for staff

Digitallearningresources

Mental health and wellbeinginitiatives

Part3

Conclusion

30%

28%

28%

27%

27%
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Spotlight on tech enablers

Inspired by what educators and students shared with us, we asked for more detail on how technology

is making a difference to school and college life.

( What has technology improved in your school/college in the last two years? )

P] Teacherworkload/admin 36%

M 2 Studentprogresstracking 33%

[ ] Accessibility forlearners

o,

K77 3 withSEND 28%
Staff remote/ o

B . flexible working Rac

Ia 5 Parent/carerengagement 20%

< Previous Home

Part1

Secondary

Student progress tracking 30%

Teacherworkload/admin 28%

Student remote/

o,
flexible learning U

Accessibility forlearners

with SEND 22%

Parent/carerengagement 19%

T R W

A

Colleges

1 Teacherworkload/admin

2 College's environmental
impact

3 Studentprogresstracking

High-stakes assessments
e.g.onscreen

Studentremote/
flexible learning

Conclusion

28%

27%

26%

25%

25%
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sl sl

| | 1 1 O,
Whenreflectingon change§ in edL.Jcann overthe past f|ye years, ?46 of schogltgachers and As technology evolves, it's
80% of college tutors mentionedincreased use of Al. With Alandits presence in lives and shaping the teaching, learning
learning being the subject of much discussion, we explored how it's being used today. and working experiences of
educators and students alike -
Educators’ views Students’ views spanning challenges and barriers,
aswellasimprovements.
| Al hi | Al £ d To support furtherreflections and
use to.support teaching use . asparto .my Svery ay future conversations as a sector,
andlearning.” learning or studying. we will build onthese
findings throughout the
42% of primary teachers 45% of secondary students reportand by sharing @
40% of secondary teachers 56% of college students moreinsights online.
27% of college tutors - J
This year, only 12% of schoolteachers and 9% of college tutors say they don’t
use Alin theirrole. Last year,20% of schoolteachers said the same.
“Al saves me time in my role.” More than half of secondary -
andcollege students feel Al  _ _m—
57% of primary teachers has had a positiveimpacton 1§~
48% of secondary teachers their learning. 15% disagree”
26% of college tutors
*Note: Where percentages don’t total 100%, the remainder of students stated they neitheragreed nor disagreed with the statement.
< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >
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Continuing the
conversation

Over the past five years,

we've witnessed schooland
college communities striving to
meet the moment with positivity
and proactivity, from navigating
the Covid-19 pandemic to
bringing new innovations into the
classroom.

Pressure and progress are happeningin
parallel. And working together as a sector, we

cancontinue to support students, schools
and collegesintheyears ahead.

< Previous Home Part1 Part3 Conclusion Next >



Part Three

Exploring the

possibilities

How do we build on these findings to
help every student forge their future?
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Readying for the future

Aswith any learning, future readinessisn’t taught by one person orachieved at a single pointin
time. It's cumulative: acquired, developed and made tangible throughout schooland college,
andoninto the world beyond the classroom.

Learning as a foundation
for the futureis clear...

Inletters to their future selves, students emphasised
that they want learning to underpin personal and
professional growth, as well as the pathways that “Be abetter

lead there. beauty therapist”

College Student

“Ihope learning will help me to best “Secure the

prepare for the future.” apprenticeship

- College Student I want

School Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2

Conclusion

For some, learning-fuelled

destinations are precise

‘Ihope learning helpsme..."

“Becomea
clinical
psychologist”

College Student

“Be agreat cloud
programmer”

School Student

Next >
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9 For many, they last a lifetime

‘Ihopelearning helps me..."

“In day-to-day
life [and] helps
me to improve
myself”

School Student

“Become
successful
and happy in
whatldo”

College Student

=  Othershopelearning will show

them the way

L
—-

‘Ihopelearning helps me..."

“DiscoverwhatI'm
really passionate
about and turn
thatinto a career”

School Student

< Previous

“Know what |
wanttodo
and whatjob
to go for”

College Student

Home Part1

Part2

Together, educators are
preparing students for
what’s next...

Ourfindings show educators’ efforts to shape future
readiness at every stage of the learning journey -
connecting and evolving over time.

“I’m currently preparing my students for...”

Further study or training

Their future careers

Being responsible citizens

Part3

Conclusion

of primary teachers
65% of secondary teachers

82% of college tutors

of primary teachers
43% of secondary teachers

80% of college tutors

of primary teachers
57% of secondary teachers

81% of college tutors
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But hopes and actions for the future
sit alongside apprehension...

Students'responses highlight that theiranxiety about the future is growing across learning phases. Comparing answers to
what we've seen on earlier pages, students' biggest worries are ones they anticipate will continue in the future.

“Uncertainty about my future worries me.”
£

. ' ’ Schooland college students believe employment
and economic pressures will be two of the greatest

13% of primary ~ 23% of secondary  26% of college

students students students

pressures for their generationin the future.

Considering how we prepare students to encounter these challenges and the unknown is a consistent theme across
reflections from educators and students.

“The curriculum has to prepare students “As everythingis changing so rapidly [..]  have no
for a very uncertain future in terms of job idea whether the skills that | am learning, my future
opportunities etc. Are we doing that now?” prospects, or my ideas will be relevant.”

- Primary SLT - College Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion
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Fuelling shared aspirations
to go further...

As nationwide reforms progress, our findings show how united
educators areintheir desire to keep enhancing students’ preparedness
fortheirfuture paths.

@ Infact, more than 1,750 schoolteachers and
o college tutors took the time to send us theirideas.

In addition to subject-specific suggestions, many responses noted the
power of strengthening connections and collaboration between each
stage of learning.

While we can’t make the future more certain, we can
explore ways to bolsterreadiness forwhat lies ahead...
That's why we're taking a closerlook at how, alongside the announced
reforms, we can collectively go further to:

B empower students to choose what their future learning looks like
B equip students with the skillstolearnand live
B evolveinstep with future-shaping forces such as technology and Al.

< Previous

Q Beyond the numbers:
what would make a difference?

“Working alongside secondary schools and
colleges, so primary children are better equipped”
- Primary SLT

“More vocational learning linked to industry”
- Secondary Headteacher

“More collaboration between schools, universities

and employers”
- College Tutor

More fromus...

Conversations about future-focused learning
will continue beyond these pages.

To support theseinthe run-up to reformand @

beyond, we'llkeep sharingnews, insights
and supportonline.



https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/news-and-policy/reform.html
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Spotlight onchoices:
future-shaping
moments

As students progress through education, choosing
what to study and the pathways to pursue means
the futureis front of mind.

Sohow canwe go furtherto empoweryoung
people to decide their next steps with confidence?

“Ihope learning helps me to acquire the ability
to make well-considered decisions.”

- School Student

“Ihope learning helps me to find the right path.”
- College Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion Next >
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“My life, my choice?”

Fromwhat thousands of students told us, having a say in what comes next and feeling a
sense of control over theirdirection matters to young people froman early age.

“Having my voice/ “Being able to make my
opinion heard at school own decisions about my
isimportanttome.” futureisimportant tome.”

82% of primary students 87% of primary students
70% of secondary students 91% of secondary students

Yet, the level of control students feel over their future changes between primary,
secondary and college.

»N*

“I feel in control of my future path after school/college.

() Agree (X) Disagree

69% of primary students 6% of primary students
58% of secondary students 13% of secondary students
62% of college students 13% of college students

*Note: Where percentages don’t total 100%, the remainder of students stated they neitheragreed nor disagreed with the statement.

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion

Next >



46 Part 3 Exploring the possibilities | “Butam|ready to choose?”

“Butam |l ready to choose?”

Given students’ desires to own and steer their futures, we wanted to delve deeperinto their experiences
of choosing next steps at secondary school and after college - from course options such as GCSEs,

Alevels and BTECs, to embarking on training, apprenticeships and careers.

How ready do you feel to make choices about subjects/
courses/next steps that willimpact your future?*

63% feelready

Year8 63% 33% 33% do not feelready
Year9 By 27% ;g“://: fdeoerlw;etizél ready
Year10 By 2% gg“: ;ec)e LroetafZéI ready
Yearll ey 3% ;‘;:;: fdQOe Inrstafoelél ready
Collogo B s 83% feelready

16% do not feelready

*Note: Where percentages don’'ttotal 100%, theremainder of students stated they didn’tknow how ready they felt.

**Note: Approximate figures calculated by extrapolating the combined totals foreachyeargroup reporting feeling
ready orunready, using 2025 student population data sourced fromthe Department for Education (via Explore
Education Statistics: explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/).

< Previous Home Part1 Part2

Over 4 million students in
England - from Year 8 to college
level - feel ready to make
choices about subjects/courses
that willimpact their future.
Around 1.2 milliondon’t.”

The findings echo and expand onwhat
we saw inour 2025 report where more
than 6in10 learners said they feltready
forthe next stage of theirlearning.

Yet teachers and tutors felt that over
1.9 million were not.

Conclusion
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Q Beyond the numbers:
student stories

As statistics only give us part of the picture, we asked students to
tellus morein theirownwords. Answering openly, they reflected

onthereasons why they don’t feel ready to make choices about
subjects, courses ornext steps.

“Limited exposure to “| don’t know what job “lam just starting to discover my interests now
real-world careers |want [..] soldon’t incollege[..] I feellneed time.”
makes choosing [...] want to choose the - College Student
difficult.” wrong subject.”
- College Student - Secondary Student
“How am | supposed “Why are we
to know what to do supposed to have
after school when this figured out at this
“Ineed to get English and Maths GCSE to do the schoolis the only age? Why can’t we
apprenticeship | want to do and | am dyslexic thing | have ever justlearn and grow
and have dyscalculia so | might fail.” known?” and be happy?”
- Secondary Student - Secondary Student - Secondary Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion Next >
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n
Which routes are known?
Awareness of different routesis a key starting point for choice. So, we asked
studentsinYears 10 and 11, and at college, which qualification routes they
recognise.
Year 10, 11 and college students’ awareness of qualification routes*
Alevels Apprenticeships
students
93% familiar with these 93% familiar withthese
1% neverheard of these 0% never heard of these
i, D) GEED
students
85% familiarwith these 86% familiar with these
4% neverheard of these 2% never heard of these
< Previous Home Part1

“What can | choose?”: picking pathways

Across students’ reflections, a clear theme emerges: feeling ready to make choicesis closely tied to feeling informed.
But do students believe they have the information they need to navigate their next steps with confidence?

BTECs

4 )

Discussion point IE
Asupcoming qualifications, V Levels

understandably have alower level of
recognition, with almost half of Year10s

(the potential first cohort forV Levels from
2027)saying they’'ve not heard of them. How
canwe collectively start building awareness?

\- J

TLevels V Levels

75% familiar with these 55% familiar with these 36% familiar with these
7% never heard of these 24% neverheard of these 42% never heard of these
81% familiarwith these 70% familiar with these 58% familiar with these
4% neverheard of these 8% neverheard of these 22% neverheard of these

* Note: Where percentages don’ttotal 100%, the remainder of students stated they’'d heard of the qualification name but nothing else.

Part2

Conclusion Next >
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How well are they understood?

Feelinginformed enough to choose learning options depends not just on
knowing that pathways exist, but also understanding what they involve and
where they mightlead.

59% 61%
59% of secondary students feel they 61% of college students say they
have enough information about all had enough information about
the different paths they can take after all their post-16 options before
school.15% disagree.” starting college. 13% disagree.”

Notably, open days/evening events play a significantrole, with 81% of
Year 9-11s and college students saying they influence the subjects and
courses they choose.

@ Yet, 11% of college students say a lack of information/awareness
= Of which courses are available impacts theirlearning.

“ldon’t know enough about

“ldon’t know my options how certain subjects will be
well enough.” usedinreallife.”
College Student School Student

Q Beyond the numbers:
what would make a difference?

“More in-depth support from younger school
age to map out educational journey and
show the benefits of what a good education/
further education can bring”

- College Tutor

“Give more choice [to] allow students to
find their niche”

- Secondary Middle Leader

“More [guidance on] creative fields”

- College Student

More fromus...

Explore the latest qualifications
news and support fromusonline.

*Note: Where percentages don’ttotal 100%, theremainder of students stated they neitheragreed nordisagreed with the statement.

< Previous Home Part1 Part2
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The top factorsinfluencing students’ choices

lenjoy the subject

[ think | can do well

Itlinks to my career goals

Ineedit for further study or training

academic, onthejob)

UF
@ It suits the way | like tolearn (e.g. practical,

[t willhelp me earnmore money in the future

For the love of learning...

Educators echo students’ sentiments, citing enjoyment of
the subject as a key motivator behind students’ choices -
83% say thisforYears 8 and 9,and 69% for Year11.

Part1 Conclusion
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Year 11 Forpost-16 study and training College Fornextstepsafterstudy
O 1 lenjoythe subject 33% 1 It'ssomethingI'minterestedinorenjoy
. 2 ltlinkstomy careergoals
U 2 ltlinkstomy careergoals 28%

B OO

3 Itwillhelp me earnmore moneyinthe future

Ib 3 Ithinklwilldowellonthiscourse orpathway  21%

Ithink I willdo wellin this option or pathway

The courses are available at schools and o
4 18%
collegesnearme , ,
It allows me to earn money while learning
O‘f 5 Ineeditforfurtherstudy ortraining 15% _ltsuitsthe way llike to learn (e.g. practical,
~ academic,onthejob)
|£| = ltwillhelp me earnmore moneyinthe future  15% - Itfitsltbestwithmygradesorpredicted
results
Changes over time

As students consider life beyond school, the deciding factors move towards practicalities like
course availability, pursuing career goals and earning money. This aligns with the proportions of
students we saw earlier who feelworried about money and getting ajob in future.

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion
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22%

18%

18%

15%

15%

15%
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Part 3 Exploring the possibilities | “Who’s guiding my choices?”

“Who’s guiding my choices?”

When we asked about who influences student decisions on subjects and courses more broadly,

the power of people was clearto see.

( The people mostinfluencing students’ decisions on next steps )

Parents/carers Teachers/tutors Peers/friends Careers advisors

95% of Year 9-11s 90% of Year 9-11s 84% of Year 9-11s 78% of Year 9-11s

97% of college
students

97% of college
students

95% of college
students

93% of college
students

It's a mix of the people consistently with usin life - those we trust and interact with most - and
those who have expertise to offer, that students are most guided by during decision-making.

“These extraordinary
figures show the huge

influence of parents on the

choices children make.

We need to make

sure that parents are
wellinformed when
they are the biggest
influence over choices
children make about
their future, particularly
where poor choices
can have long-term
conseqguences.”

- Frank Young, CEO, Parentkind

Conclusion

Next >



“It takes a village...”

It's not justindividuals at school, college orhome who help shape students’ choices:
influences also emerge from across the community.

Additional influences on students’ next steps

People met on work Community role models,
Wider family experience/in jobs e.g. youth group leaders
Inteachers they trust GEED GEEDTD GED
Students across all phasesrate o - "
76% of Year 9-11s 68% of Year 9-11s 57% of Year 9-11s

teachers andtutors as extremely

influentialin choosing course
options - much igher than D> G G
educators perceive themselves

ol5e. 90% of college students 92% of college students 87% of college students

While many teachersinour 2022
report notedtheirrole as being

‘mentors’ or ‘guides’, only 6%

of schoolteachers and 19% of
college tutors believe they're a
significantinfluencein students'
decision-making processes
in2026.

While almost half of Year 9-11 students (47%) and 81% of college
students say celebrities or social media influencers have some

impact ontheirsubject and course choices, these proportions
are muchlower than all other answers given.
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Continuing the
conversation

Futures are not defined by the choices
made at school orcollege alone. They are
influenced by young people's aspirations
and how prepared they feel when taking
each next stepintheirlearningjourney.

Our findings highlight a clearambition across education:
students wantlearning to be a foundation for fulfilling,

future-ready lives, and educators are actively working to
support thisthrough every stage.

However, fears of making the ‘wrong’ choices, changing
careerlandscapes, aswellas gapsinawareness and
understanding of available pathways mean these stages
canfeeluncertain for students.

Greater collaboration and connection across education and

industry will help us equip them with the skills, knowledge
and confidence they need to navigate these choices.

< Previous

Home Part1

Part2
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Skills for the future

As the world around us changes, sotoo do the
skills that power how we learn, work and live.

Students, educators and employers told

us theirthoughts on how we canbest equip
today's learners with the skills to ready them
forwhatlies ahead.

“Ihope learning gives me the skills to follow my
dreams, make a positive difference and keep
growing no matter what challenges come.”

- School Student

“lhope learning helps me to improve my life
skills [and] gets me ready to go to work.”

- College Student

< Previous Home Part1
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Skills: what’s the outlook now?

Ourfindingsreflect what's seenand heardin classrooms and nationwide conversations
every day: skills matter.

“There’s undoubtedly
aconsensusonthe
importance of developing
skills for work; the

The story SO fa r challenge now is to make

sure all young people

2022 % Three quarters of schoolteachers believe the curriculum’s are getting the practical
N

N approach to life skills and readiness for adult lives could be learning opportunities to
changed to better support pupils. gain these skills.
Education needs to keep
2023 62% of school students say that they want to pace with the world itis
learn more life skills at school. .
preparing young people
for; we need to help
2024 @ Thisrisestonearly 2in10 school students telling us they want young people flourish
to be taught more skills that they’llneedinlife. .
when they transition from
education, giving them
2025 Developing skills | canuse in everyday life is the: employability skills as well
#1 reasonforlearning for college students and home-educated students as technical skills.”

#2 reasonforlearning forschool students e Eeededee, S B e

#3 outcome teachers would prioritise for students. WorldSkills UK

Note: We group skillsinto three types: life skills (for everyday living), transferable skills (used acrossjobs and contexts),
andvocational skills delivered through vocationallearning (linked to specific occupations or technical areas).
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Spotlight on 2026: what’s important?

At school

Around 92in 10 school students say...

B Learningthingsthat willhelp
themin everyday life (89%)

B Learningskills that will help
themgetajobinthe future

This level ofimportance
isthe same placed on
getting good grades

At college

/1%

7in10(71%) of college

(88%).
(88%)
4 N )
“I'hope learning will help “The emphasis students place

me develop critical on practical, career-focused
thinking skills, foster learning reflects the continued
creativity, and provide importance of aligning education
practical knowledge for closely with employer needs.”
real-world Cha"enges' - DrNikos Savvas OBE DL, Chief Executive,
— School Student Eastern Education Group

- /L J

< Previous Home Part1 Part2

students believe they're
developing useful life skills.

6/ %

Two thirds (67%) of college
students state their current
course or training prepares
them well for future work
or study.

Andthere’s
opportunity to
go further

6in10 schoolteachersand7in10
college tutors say today’s education
system does not set studentsup
with the skills they need to thrive.

Conclusion
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Bringing skills to life, for life

Skillsaren’t only valued by students, educators and employers for today, but also
forhow they'llhelp us adapttolearning, work and life inthe future.

78% of school students would like to learn more
subjects/topics to prepare them for their futures.

Q Beyond the numbers:
what would make a difference?

More than 1,400 school and college students told us which subject or skill they’d
add to their current timetable, as they think they'd need it in future. Suggestions

include amix of life, transferable and vocational skills:

“More practical
hands-on job skills
formanual trades”

- School Student

- College Student

“Mental health
educationto better
manage stress and
wellbeing”

- School Student

“How to take care of
bills and taxes”

- College Student

< Previous Home

“Aluses -itis the future

“Public speaking
[and] real-world
negotiation skills”

- College Student

“How to cook and
take care of ahome”

- School Student

Future essentials

Inourrecentresearch, studentsinschools
and colleges alsoranked the mostimportant
skills for their futures as:

Confidence

D 49%
Problem-solving

) 44%
Human skills (e.g. communication/teamwork)
CGED 40%
Focus anddiscipline

GED 34%
Critical thinking

G 34%

What stands out: the transferable skills
deemed mostimportant forthe future are a
key focus for many students and educators
throughout the learningjourney. But are there
ways to take this further?

Conclusion
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To support ongoing conversations, we asked students and educators which skills they feel are being developedin schools and colleges now.

( The top skills students feel they’re being helped to develop ) ( The top skills teachers/tutors feel equipped to foster )

1 gg Problem-solving lb Confidence @ Resilience @ Critical thinking
O Human skills
- 2 5 ommiicn [y cor (5 cor
2 lb Confidence =8 (e.g.communication/ I Confidence I Confidence
teamwork)
3 B> | Digitalskills @ Critical thinking @g Problem-solving % Problem-solving
Human skills 'S Human skills
4 8: (e.g.communication/ % Problem-solving & (e.g.communication/ D> | Digitalskills
teamwork) teamwork)
T .- . Understanding A .
5 @ Focus anddiscipline D> | Digitalskills @ the widerworld ﬁ Growth mindset
[ ]
6 @ Critical thinking @ Focusanddiscipline @ Curiosity %-(; Self-awareness
= o
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Spotlight: vocational learning in schools

Alongside appetite for more life skills and transferable skills, calls for stronger technical and vocational learning opportunities
have been consistent throughout ourreport series.

Educators' views Students' views

3%

. In2026, 3% of primary teachers and

6% of secondary teachers say the
6% :

current education system has enough 34% 31%
. vocational learning options.

B Thesepercentageshaveremained
atasimilarlevel since 2024.

35% A third (34%) of students 31% of school students want
. In 2025, 35% of primary teachers and would like to see more to see things made fairer/
o/ ¢ ‘ : , hands-onlearning easier for everyone tolearn
42% of secondary teachers said they'd . , ) .
42% like to see more vocational options in optionsin theirschool. in away that they need.
. curriculum and assessment.

“Employers across the UK are calling out for talented young More fromus...

people to fill their skills gaps. High-quality vocational education

is the engine that can fill those gaps.” Explore the latest news
and support forvocational

learninginschools.

- Olly Newton, Executive Director, Edge Foundation
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Q Beyond the numbers:
what would make a difference?

Thisyear, more than 1,200 secondary teachers described what ‘more vocational educationin schools’ couldlook like.

“More subjects with “lteach avocational subject[...] but | think “Greater blending of
practical focus, getting it should be more hands on, with usable vocational learning and
themready for trades” skills that help them find a direction for appreciation that all students
- Secondary SLT what they want to doin the future.” have different strengths”
- Secondary Classroom Teacher - Secondary Middle Leader
“Vocational subjects should be “Collaboration with “Days off timetable to emulate a
available earlier than college, schools/colleges that vocation e.g. Become a Published
as students disengage earlier run vocational learning” Author Day where they have to write/
anddon'tgetto college.” - Secondary Middle Leader edit/pitch/design a cover forabook”

- Secondary Middle Leader - Secondary Classroom Teacher

< Previous Part3 Conclusion
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Spotlight: lessons from colleges

Colleges are adriving force for bringing career-focused, vocational and technical education to life. Across the sector,
there’s ashared aspiration to strengthen thisinreadiness for the future.

Building strong Readying for work

foundations
Perspectives across college communities highlight room to build stronger

000000 connections between the classroom and the work
place.
ARAAAA

More than 6in10 college

students say.. More than1in 3 college tutors say that...

“ e securing sufficient
Ih tunities f o
ave opportunities ror . 36% industry placements (36%)

practical orhands-on

77% of college tutors learning.” 65% of students would and )

think that the education ~ “My college is successfully like their course to . 33% studentreadiness for
system has enough preparing me for my include more practical or placements (33%)
vocational learning. future career.” work-related learning. are challenges.

“Young people clearly understand the importance of
developing employability skills and want work experience

“The world of work is changing quickly, so
students need skills that can evolve with
opportunities and clearer pathways into work.”

- Kate Ambrosi, Chief Executive Officer, Baker Dearing Educational Trust

new industries.”
- College Tutor
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Q Beyond the numbers:
what would make a difference?

We asked the sectorwhat could help build readiness within the classroom and beyond.

“Students being shown general “Students believe college is
expectations in the workplace preparlng_them well for future work,
(e_g. Writing emails and ||a|s|ng but there is more to do. We need
with stakeholders).” to prioritise funding, support,

simplification and better employer

- College Tutor engagement to ensure that all

vocational education supports all More fromus...
“Learning how to properly use young people to feel prepared for
technology - especially for their future.” Discover ourrange of
the future” - Olly Newton, Executive Director, support forcgllegesand
Edae Foundation students now, inthe run-up
- College Student 9 toreform, and beyond.
“Teachers should receive ongoing “Improve transition support Explore the latest insights
training in contemporary between school, college, university, on futureproofing @
business procedures.” employment and training” workforces and skillsets.

- College Tutor - College Tutor

< Previous Part3 Conclusion
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Continuing the
conversation

Skills and vocational learning
play a distinctive role in helping
students move from aspiration
to action.

As expectations forlearning, work and
technology continually shift, the question
isnot simply which skills today’s students
should develop, but how they canbe
supportedto adapt and use those skillsina
world thatis constantly changing.

Thisis also where digital and emerging
technologies come into sharperfocus: not
as a separateissue or challenge, but as the
most pressing examples of how learning
prepares young people for their next steps
inlife.
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Digital and Al:
patterns and
possibilities

Reflecting onwhat’s happeningin education
now helps us see the progress, pressure points
and considerations ahead when shaping
readiness for a digitally enabled world.

“l'hope learning helps me to understand how to
use Al effectively, asit's going to be everywhere.”
- College Student

“lhope learning will help me adapt, grow, stay
confident, and succeedin a digital world.”

- School Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion Next >
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The journey so far

As one of the biggest change drivers
that educators have witnessedin

the last five years, technology goes
beyond hardware and software. It's
simultaneously an enabler of learning,
underpins an essential skillset for life
andwork, and is an ever-changing
force shaping how schools, colleges
and workplaces operate today andin
the years ahead.

Part2

Supporting learning today

Students’ responses highlight the power of technology in supporting
theirlearning.

82% of school students agree

“Technology helps 3% disagree

me learn.”” 71% of college students agree

9% disagree

These figures emphasise that technology isn’t a one-size-fits-all
experience or solution. Rather, it's one of many tools that educators
canintentionally draw on to maximise learning impact.

Infact, 74% of school students and 64% of
/ N\ college students state that they learn best using

amix of digital devices, books, pens and paper.

What's more, technologyisn't only ameans of bringing learning to life,
but also forms the basis of what's being taught.

Inthe last five years, 21% of schoolteachers and 80% of
college tutorsreport seeing more emphasis on digital literacy
and digital skills in education.

*Note: Where percentagesdon’ttotal 100%, the remainder of students stated they neither
agreednordisagreed with the statement.

Conclusion Next >



67 Part 3 Exploring the possibilities | The journey so far

Futurein focus

84%

84% of school students say being
prepared for their future in a digital
worldisimportant to them.

B Upéppsince2024

Yet...

6% of teachers believe that the education
system has enough digital emphasis to
prepare learners for their futures - an
almostidentical proportionto 2024.

“[Technology] is neededin nearly every job.”

- College Student

< Previous Home

68% 83%

68% of school students say their
schoolis helping them be prepared
foradigital world.

B Upllppsince 2024

83% of college tutors believe they're
currently preparing their students to
have the digital skills they need.

6%

Building on this...

Onthe following pages, we're putting the spotlight
onimpact-focused edtech use: foundational
access, skillsets and connections to the future.

Part1 Part2
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Developing digitally:
the foundations

While technology is supporting teaching,
learning and assessment across many
schools and colleges, it's being embraced
and experienced to differing degrees.

e N
“If the future is digital, then we need to
really invest time and energy into this.”

- Secondary SLT
- J

e N

“The most valuable products, services and
training right now aren’t necessarily the
most advanced... they’re the ones that
survive adropped connection, a frozen
screen, or anunexpected update.”

- Karen Wespieser MBE, Chief Executive Officer,
TeacherTapp

< Previous Home Part1

Part2

Connections and divides

Students and educators alike describe how the experiences
of using technology forlearning vary, particularly with
day-to-day availability and reliability.”

“My school/college has everything |
need to complete my work digitally, i.e.
through computers/digital devices.”

73% of school students | 64% of college students

“My learning is often interrupted because
of poorinternet connection or device
problems.”

44% of school students | 55% of college students

This aligns witha 2026 Teacher Tapp survey,? which revealed
that1in 3 teachers experience daily tech failures at school.

* Note: The answeroptions givento schools and colleges contain some variation toreflect
differencesbetweenthe phases.

2TeacherTapp.2026.“Tin 3teachers face daily techfails.” Public email communication, 19.02.26.

Conclusion Next >
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The picture taking shape:
digital in schools and colleges

While digital journeys differacross schools and colleges, understanding
where experiences align - and where they don’t - is fundamental

to pinpointing what could make the biggest differences across the
education community.

With thisin mind, we wanted to explore what's influencing how
technologyis beingusedto supportteachingandlearning.

“My school/college has embraced technology

to enhance teaching and learning.”

61% of schoolteachers agree, 22% disagree”

91% of college tutors agree, 2% disagree”

91%

*Note: Where percentagesdon’ttotal 100%, the remainder of educators stated they neither
agreednordisagreed with the statement.
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What’s helping and hindering?

Looking holistically,
there’'s abroadrange
of factorsinfluencing
whethertechnologyis
being embeddedto
support teachingand
learning.

Comparing the
presence and absence

of these factors,
aninterconnected
picture of enablers
and barriers emerges
across the phases,
with differencesin
emphasis.

< Previous Home

Top factors helping schools/colleges
embrace technology

S,

Accesstodevicesinschool/college

Availability of digitalresources (software/online content) at school
Digitalinfrastructure (e.g. broadband)
School/college-basedtech support

School/college-provided CPD ondigital forteaching andlearning
Digital skills taught across subjects (beyond computing lessons)
Accessto assistive technology for students with SEND
Fundingallocated fortechnology

Clearpolicy and support from seniorleaders

Specific digital skills development for students

Part1 Part2

Rank and % answered

- Secondary College

171%

2 43%

3 39%

4 37%

5 29%

6 25%

6 25%

8 22%

92 19%

10 12%

Conclusion

1 57%

3 45%

4 44%

2 47%

5 34%

9 14%

6 23%

7 20%

7 20%

10 9%

2 28%

3 27%

3 27%

8 25%

5 26%

1 29%

5 26%

5 26%

8 25%

8 25%
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Top barriers to embracing technology
forschools/colleges

Lack of accesstodevicesinschool/college

Lack of funding allocated fortechnology

Lack of school/college-basedtechsupport

Lack of school/college-provided CPD ondigital forteachingandlearning

Availability of digital resources (software/online content) at school/college

Digital skills not taught across subjects (onlyincomputing lessons)

Digitalinfrastructure (e.g. broadband)

Lack of accessto assistive technology forstudents with SEND

Unclearpolicy and support from seniorleaders

Lack of specific digital skills development for students

A closerlook

B Accesstodevicesis

Rank and % answered thelgading enablerand
barrierto technology

- Secondary College’ useinschools.In

college, the sameistrue

1 71% 1 62% 8 19% for digital skills being
taught across subjects.

2 69% 2 60% 1.38% m Acrossschoolsand
colleges, the same

3 44% 7 28% 1 .38% practical factors
(infrastructure, on-site

4 42% 4 36% 5 25% tech support and digital
resource availability)

4 42% 5 33% 5 25% consistently appearas
both key enablers and

6 38% 5 33% 138% barriers.

m Funding and CPD both

7 33% 3 37% 9 13% feature as mid-table
enablers fortechnology

8 27% 10 19% 1 38% useinschoolsand
colleges but are cited

9 20% 8 23% 5 25% more prominently as
barriers whenthey're

9 20% 9 22% 9 13% less available.

*Note: Results forcollege tutors are based on a small sample (fewer than 50 respondents) and should be interpreted asindicative rather

thanrepresentative.

< Previous Home Part1

Part2 Conclusion Next >



72 Part 3 Exploring the possibilities | What's helping and hindering?

Q Beyond the numbers:
what would make a difference?

Here are just some of the suggestions made by thousands of educators on where
we go next to support students' future readiness via tech-enabled learning.

“I'dintegrate data literacy, Al, “I'dlike to see computer
and digitalinto all post-16 literacy beyond what a
pathways.” smartphone cando.”
- College Tutor - Secondary Middle Leader
“[Pupils need] basic “I'dincrease access to
computer skills. They are assistive technologies that
not digital nativesifit’s fosterinclusive learning
not atablet.” environments.” More fromus...
- Primary SLT - College Tutor
To support schools and colleges with
making the most of technology for
“I'd like to see all students receive “Children need access tcianctm%;nti fj\;g'ggt’ewe ©
equal access to technology.” to laptops.” for system-wide digital @
- Secondary Classroom Teacher - Primary SLT transformation.

< Previous Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion Next >
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Spotlight: digital skills

Digital skills are key to unlocking what technology can do, but do students have what they need forlearning and life?

“My school/collegeis preparing
me to have the digital skills
Ineed.”

77% of school students

69% of college students

When it comes to acquiring digital skills, students

feelthey're headingintheright direction.

< Previous Home

A closerlook:
confidence

Once we gain skills, confidence
is crucial to how we develop and
deploy them overtime.

That's why we asked students about
thisinrelation to key digital skills that
support everyday learning, work and
online participation.

Discussion point Iﬂ
Ratherthanpointingtoalack

of skills, identifying where students
feelunconfident can guide usin
collectively boosting confidence -

from practical support and further
researchto collaboration and action.

Part2 Conclusion
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< Previous

Home

Top skills areas where students report feeling unconfident

Putting technology to work - independent
use, communication and productivity

$h

© © O

Part1

Using spreadsheet software to organise
information oruse formulas

Writing emails to teachers/tutors oremployers
using the appropriate tone and structure

Using presentation software to designand
present aslide deck

Usingword processing software to create, save
and format documents

Typing quickly and accurately

Saving files and backing them up to the cloud

Keeping devices working properly and up to
date (e.g. installingupdates)

Rank and % answered

Secondary
students

1 29%

2 20%

3 19%

4 15%

4 15%

6 14%

7 13%

Part2 Conclusion

College
students

1 13%

5 9%

6 8%

3 10%

6 8%

2 11%

3 10%
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Navigating the online world - participation, =~ Rankand % answered Upskilling: it’s mutual
ST S S S =L e Educators also emphasise the value of
students students

ongoing digital-focused CPD for staff

Managing privacy settings and understanding to help them guide their students.
) . 122% 1 11%
data shared with apps orwebsites

“We need teacher training

Distinguishing between facts, opinions, bias o ° programmes which focus on new
#= I . 122% 3 10% . ,
and misinformation technological advancements.
- College Tutor
@ Juglglngwhethermformahonfound onlineis 3 21% 1 1%
reliable

4=
“Young people seemincreasingly

E Identifying paid for or sponsored content 3 21% 3 10% confidentin their digital skills,

I online ° R but spotting misinformation and
judgingreliability lag behind.

7| Knowing how to report unsafe behaviour 16% 10% Embeddl.ng. critical thinking

| | online 5 16% 3 10% and media literacy across
educationis essential for both
students and staff.”

- Emma Darcy, Director of Technology
for Learning, Denbigh High School
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Keeping digital
In perspective:
balancing next steps

As ourreports and sector-wide conversations over the
years consistently show, access to technology and the
ability touse it well are increasingly shapinglearning today.
They also form the foundations that schools, colleges,
workplaces, educators and students will build fromin future.

Home Part1

There are clear benefits

Across theirresponses, students point to technology as a support
forengagement, participation and personalised learning.

“Technology helps me learnin ways that work for me.”

68% of college
students

81% of primary
students

77% of secondary
students

“Technology makes it easier for all students to participate.”

74% of secondary 70% of college
students students

79% of primary
students

“Using digital tools helps me engage more inlessons.”

70% of secondary 64% of college
students students

79% of primary
students

Conclusion
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|

.
But simultaneously...

The areas where students’ confidence with technology is atits
lowest are also where the concerns are most pronounced. They
alsolink to wider discussions across today’s society about the
presence of technology in daily lives.

“I’m worried about staying safe online.”

24% of school students 15% of college students

“Digital wellbeing is a top challenge for my school/college
to manage in the next year.”

7% of schoolteachers 22% of college tutors

“Inaworld where everything’s online, knowing how to
navigate, protect myself and create responsibly on
theinternetis [..] essential for any future.”

School Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2

Guiding what’s
next: impact
and intent

Any next steps need to acknowledge these multiple
perspectives - not as contradictions, but as
co-existing complexities to be balanced. Itisn’'ta
question of using more orless technology. Rather,
it'swhereit canbe used safely, responsibly and
impactfullyinourschooland college communities.

The nuances are where there’sroom for collaboration,
alignment and action to guide intentional,
responsible and impactful use of technological tools
and skills for the benefit of learners and those who
support them.

And navigating thisbecomesincreasingly important
asnewer technologies enter the picture, such asAl.
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Al: what’s emerging?

Asits presence grows, Alis becoming a focal point for discussions about technology in education.

Ratherthanstanding apart, itacts as alens bringing opportunities, challenges and considerations
fortech-enabledlearninginto sharperfocus.

Students’ views

“Alhas changed how
llearn.””
61%
52% Top three uses of Al for
secondary andcollege
23% students:
49% qf secondary students agree #1 Findinginformation or
21% disagree 4% sources for my work

G e lin 5 secondary students 52% of secondary =% Cheeking myworkfor
58% of college students agree (225%)and fewerthan'lin students and 61% of gmrjvnvwg;girnogrlmprovmg
16% disagree college students (4%) college studen‘ltssayA.I -
state they haven’t used helps make theirlearning #3 Explainingaconcept
Al forlearningin the last easiertoaccessand ortopicldidn't
*Note: Where percentagesdon’ttotal 100%, month. more personalised. understand

theremainder of students stated they neither
agreednordisagreed with the statement.
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Educators’ views

(1) 142%

The number of teachers saying Al has had a positive
impactin their schoolin the last two years hasrisen
by 142% - from 12% in 2024 10 29% in 2026.

@

56% of schoolteachers and 31% of college

tutors expect to seeincreased use of Al

toolsin theirsettingsin the next five years.

And educators have clearviews on the potential for Al to go furtherto support teaching andlearningin the future.

Top areas where educators believe Al could be utilised more for teaching and learning

Primary
1 Administration tasks
I 67%

2 Planninglessons
57%

3 Providinginsights and data analysis
55%

4 Adapting and personalising content
51%

Secondary

1 Administration tasks
D

2 Providinginsights and data analysis

3 Marking and feedback

4 Revisionsupportforhomelearning

College
1 Administration tasks
63% D

= Marking and feedback
56% .

= Adaptingand personalising content

49% L

= Revisionsupportforhomelearning

47% G

Together, theseresponses signal Al’s value in augmenting, not replacing, what teachers do: reducing the
administrative burden, enhancing insights and analysis, and supporting day-to-day practice.

< Previous Home
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Conclusion

81%

81%

81%

81%
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Key considerations

Alongside the progress and potentialin Al-enabled learning, there’s also concern.

1

in 9 secondary students (11%) 1in 8 school students (12%) and

and1lin5 college students (20%) 1in7 college students (14%) name
worry about Al. Al as the greatest pressure their

generation will face in the future.

“The promise of Alin educationis split - it appears to

< Previous

be reducing workload for educators but reshaping the
learning process for students. We need to have a joined-up
approach across education, which not only supports
teaching and learning, but also boosts skills, confidence
andresponsible usage for the future.”

- Emma Darcy, Director of Technology for Learning, Denbigh High School

Home Part1 Part2 Conclusion
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What could make a difference?

The search foranswers takes us beyond the question of if Alis used in education, to focusing on how and why.

To support discussions as they develop, we're drawing on insights from across the sector to pinpoint where there may
be opportunities to guide Alusage to positivelyimpact teaching, learning and readiness now andin the future.

The current picture

Schools and colleges are adapting to the emergence and evolution of Alinvarying ways and speeds.

@ Guiding principles @ Developing skills and understanding

B 54% of secondary schooland college educators B lin4schoolandcollege educators(25%) shared they've had
report they have aninstitutional Al policy.* training on Al thisacademic year.

B 19% of schoolteachersand 23% of college tutors B 49% of secondary students and 54% of college students
state their setting has an Al strategy. told us they're taught how to use Al tools as part of lessons.

B 56% of secondary students and 63% of college B 57% of secondary students and 62% of college students say
students say their school/college provides clear they’vereceived guidance from school/college on using Al
rules on how students should use Al. safely and responsibly.

3 Pearson.2026.Assessment Evolved: Redefining formative assessmentina generative Al era.
https://plc.pearson.com/sites/pearson-corp/files/2026-03/pearson-assessment-evolved-mar-2026.pdf
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Bridging the gap: empowering confidence

“I feel confident using Alin “I feel confident teaching
my role.” students about Al.”

33% of schoolteachers 16% of schoolteachers

27% of college tutors 27% of college tutors
But there’s animportant distinction Thisisa7 ppincreaseinschoolteachers
between confidentusage of Aland noting this since 2025, suggesting growing
teaching Al literacy. confidence and foundations to build on.

4 )

“The report highlights a clear tension:
while students are increasingly confident
using technology, many educators feel
underprepared to fully harness tools such as
Alinteaching andlearning. Addressing this
gap must be a priority if we are to maximise
the potential of digital innovation.”

- DrNikos Savvas OBEDL, Chief Executive,
Eastern Education Group

N\ J

< Previous Home Part1

More fromus...

OurAssessment Evolvedreport and practical educator
guides explore harnessing GenAlin formative assessment
while building Al literacy in schools and colleges.

Ourrecent Al Readiness report with AWS features more
insights on Al skills, higher education and the workplace.

Part2 Conclusion
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Bridging the gap: awareness and application

When asking students about their digital skills confidence, we also included Al usage.

Understanding Al ethics (e.g. bias/data privacy) is the area where most students feltunconfident -
reported by 33% of secondary students and 13% of college students.

And students'responsesindicate there's an opportunity and need to bolster awareness and support
how this translates into application.

“lalways check the accuracy of

“Al can be wrong or biased.” information provided by Al.”
Secondary students Secondary students
: : 64% agree 52% agree
DIS.CUSSIOn m 7% disagree 19% disagree
point 29% neitheragree nordisagree 29% neitheragree nordisagree

Building ontheseinsights,
what more canwe do as College students College students

asectorto strengthen Al

literacy and confidence for 630% agree 590% agree
students and educators alike? 15% disagree 15% disagree
24% neitheragree nordisagree 26% neitheragree nor disagree
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A shared view: shaping what’s next

When we asked students what could help them be future ready, an appetite formore
guidance and teaching emerged, with many suggesting addingit to theirtimetables.
Inspired by this, we asked educators what would help themin guiding and teaching To help students be
their students about Al forlearning.
future ready...

What would best assist you in supporting students to use

Al for learning effectively? “[We need] fuIIy funded Al
training for staff.”

Schoolteachers College tutors - Secondary Middle Leader

@ CPD forteachers on 53% eOe Takingpartinresearch 32% “II'd add to the timetable] Al
= Uslnge @& groupsforAl skills - as it’s everywhere.”
Tried-and-tested, Case studies sharing g iRl
— | age-appropriate Al 45% ( \/; best practice onusing 31%
resources Al effectively “[I’d add to the timetable] Al
® CPDonusingAl __ Tried-and-tested, knowledge to work alongside
Q\-ﬁﬂ \?VﬁIECSUE\;\Ieg withstudents 34% = 2?ree—sii|cr>ézsrlate 30% smart tools responsibly in
future job settings.”
Case studies sharing - S Colleae student
(\/’ best practice onusing 27% tollege polmeson 30% J
students' Aluse

Al effectively
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Continuing the conversation

The evolution of technology and the speed Alhas the potential to enrich learning
of Al'sadoption are subjects that have and support teachers, andits success
“[1'd have an] Al curriculum become iqcreas‘ingly prominentinour depends onthoughtful, responsible,
focus whilst emphasising conversations with students and educators. and evidence-baseduse, groundedin
human skills.” Throughout our report series and our work thelived experiences of students and
with schools and colleges across the world, educators.
- Secondary SLT we've seen how technology is transforming As Al transforms the world of work,
education. They’Ve told us that integrating industries are a|readyfee|ing the
“Al use/teaching should not fecl-enzl0/se SRl Ca S & ol S impact of a growing skills gap. Our
be limited to computer Jlourney,butltsonlethatsworthwhllewhen recent Al Readiness research clearly
: itenhances teaching andlearning. shows the need to ensure students
science lessons.”
We agree. Technology should never leave education with the right Al skills.
- SRR e T LB T [ e be used forits own sake, only where it This goes beyond just knowing about
supports safe, effective, and meaningful Alorhowtouseit, buthow towork
“[l’d] integrate Al and digital progress. This same journey is underway lalolngside ittoo. BuiIdirI]g onthese
Iiteracy into every subject.” with Al, and those same guiding principles insights, we can collectively take steps
should apply. to make this possible.
- College Tutor
“[Pupils need to] understand _ 2 Mindithe Learming Ca
fake news and the dangers To support furthgr reflections and | = i Evolgvedp
and uses of Al.” future Conver'satllons asaseptor, vye re B LostinTransition
- Primary Classroom Teacher i imore insights a.nd v.|ewpo.|nts W AlReadiness @
ontech-enabledlearning, including: e e
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< Previous

Home

Taking the
conversation
further

Learning never stops. Every
day, teachers, tutors, students
and the education community
are takinglessons from today
to inspire what comes next.

Overthelast five years, it'sbeena privilege
to share the views and insights of so many
peopleineducation. By featuring their
perspectivesinone place, thisreport
series offers away to see how learning has
evolved foryoung people, schools and
colleges.

These pages provide a snapshot of how
much educators and students believe
inthe power of learning, and how they
embrace progress and opportunity while
navigating pressure and uncertainty.

Part1 Part2 Part3

N

Looking ahead

Preparing ouryoung people forthe future
is a sharedresponsibility. The insights
we've shared since 2022 build a picture
of perspectives today and possibilities
to explore. What's more, they're a set of
foundations for conversationsand
meaningful action.

Aswe know from previous years, the
impact of thereflections andideas

shared here will expand well past these
pages. We look forward to continuing the
conversation, inviting everyone to joinus as
we keep listening, learning and exploring
what's possible.

That’swhy we'llconclude these pages as
we mean to go on: being guided by those
atthe heart of education...
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11
Dear Future Me,

lhope learning helps me to...

“Do [my] bestandifit’s not good enough,
getup and try again”

- College Student

“Solve problems that seem impossible today”
- School Student

“Appreciate little things that go unnoticed
if | didn’t have the passion for learning or the
foundation of knowledge”

- College Student

“Getmy dream job of being ateacher and
help others the way my teachers help me”

- School Student

< Previous Home Part1 Part2
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Five years on. One big picture.

Let’s shape what’s next together...

Jointhe conversation

@ @Pearson @Pearsonofficial
#PearsonSchoolAndCollegeReport

Explore the series @

About Pearson

At Pearson, our purposeis simple: to help peoplerealise the life they imagine
through learning. We believe that every learning opportunity is a chance for
apersonal breakthrough. That's why our c. 18,000 Pearson employees are
committed to creating vibrant and enriching learning experiences designed for
real-lifeimpact. We are the world's lifelong learning company, serving customers

innearly 200 countries with digital content, assessments, qualifications, and data.

Forus,learningisn'tjust what we do. It'swho we are.

)Pearson
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