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The art of recycling

Five challenges from British artist Nick Gentry

Thereis so much more to art thanjust paint, pastels, oils
and pencils. British artist, Nick Gentry, shares his top tips
on how best to encourage students to explore outside the
traditional art box - think disused materials, objects and
evenitemsinyourrecycling bin!
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Find an ‘object’

Artdoesn’t alwaysrequire pristine supplies,
instead look forthe potentialinthe discarded.
What objects have been overlooked or
forgotten by society? As artists, we canunearth
these cultural artefacts and study themto
understand our past and define our present.
We canresurrect objects by placing them
into anew spotlight. With an open mindset
anything has the potential to be the genesis
of aunique artwork so take your pick and see
whatyou cancreate.

Put materials centre stage

Explore the textures, colours, and inherent
qualities of recycleditems. View the materials
fromas many perspectives as possible. How
does the material make you feel, see, taste, or
hear? Does the material have significant cultural
orhistoricimportance? Explore yourchosen
material, allowing the material to guide your

creative process.

Showcase your own ‘Recycled Art’

Recycled artisnotjust about using old things,
but about transformingthem, giving them

new life and meaning. Inaworld saturated with
fleeting media, genuine and sincere artistic
voices are crucial. Look at different artists who
work withrecycleditems, look at their different
techniques, theirmessages, and theirimpact.
Now it’s your turn! What canyou create from
items around you? What willyour message be?
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Celebrate the story behind
your material

ObjectBiographies: Every object has apast,
astory waitingto be told. Think of adiscarded
object. What purpose did the object serve?
Canitserveanewone,become avisual
metaphor or culturalicon? Yourimagined
narrative canbecome integraltoyourartwork,
addinglayers of meaning and emotional
resonance. See where your object’s biography
takesyou next.

Embrace the Unexpected
Juxtaposition

I like to combine seemingly disparate elements.
Why don’tyou give it atry too!l Experiment

with unexpected pairings: nature vs. tech, old
vs.new. Anancient fossilboundin electronic
wiring, avintage photographjuxtaposed

with amodern plastic component. The more
unexpected, the more potent. Enjoy!.

Nick Gentry

Nick Gentryis a British artist cultivating
aninternational community through
collaborative art projects and exhibitions.
Explore Nick’s fantastic work here:
www.nickgentry.com
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