
 

 
Festive celebrations 

Feast Day of Our Lady 
Guadalupe 
Every year on the 12th December, millions of people across Mexico and 
around the world celebrate Día de la Virgen de Guadalupe, or the Feast 
Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. It’s one of Mexico’s most important 
religious and cultural celebrations, honouring Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. ​
 

 

What’s the story behind this day 

According to religious beliefs, in December 1531, a man called Juan Diego - an Indigenous 
Mexican who had recently become a Christian, saw a vision of Mary on a hill near Mexico 
City,  accompanied by beautiful music and a glowing light. 

She spoke gently to him in Nahuatl, his native language, and asked him to tell the local 
bishop to build a church on that very spot. But the bishop didn’t believe him, and so Mary 
reappeared asking him to go back to the hilltop. There he saw roses growing: a miracle for 
Mexican winters.  

 



 

Diego collected the roses in his tilma, a cloak, and presented them to the bishop. As he did, 
Mary’s image appeared on the cloak. The church was built, and the place became the 
sacred hill of Tepeyac. 

Cultures and customs 

●​ Although the biggest celebrations take place in Mexico - with huge public 
processions, firework displays and celebrations, or fiestas - devotion to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is found all over the world. On 12 December, churches and 
communities come together with music, prayer and dancing, blending faith, 
culture and joy. 

●​ In Rome, the Pope leads a special Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica. In the Philippines, 
Catholic communities mark the day with colourful processions, dancing and 
prayer.  

●​ Across Europe -  including France, Italy and Spain - churches with altars 
dedicated to her are filled with people lighting candles and singing songs 
of celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe - BBC  Our Lady of Guadalupe: Surprising Facts – EWTN Great Britain The History & Significance of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe - Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 5 Things You Didn't Know About Our Lady of Guadalupe - Verso 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-67690996
https://ewtn.co.uk/article-our-lady-of-guadalupe-surprising-facts-that-defy-explanation/
https://guadalupeshrine.org/our-lady-of-guadalupe-shrine/
https://guadalupeshrine.org/our-lady-of-guadalupe-shrine/
https://versoministries.com/5-things-you-didnt-know-about-our-lady-of-guadalupe/
https://versoministries.com/5-things-you-didnt-know-about-our-lady-of-guadalupe/
https://portlanddiocese.org/feast-our-lady-guadalupe
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