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I’m a scientist too

Where might science take you?

Become a Vet

Tasha

Please can youintroduce yourself and tell us Veterinary Surgeon
abit about yourjob?

I’'mTasha andI’'masmall animal veterinary surgeonbasedin
North Yorkshire. | qualified 5 years ago and have worked at
the same practice eversince. 2 years ago, | became Clinical
Director of the practicelambased at sonow I runthe
management side of the practice too.

Could describe your usual day?

My usual day is extremely varied! One of the reasons that
Ilove veterinary medicine is because you never know what
willwalk through the door. No two days are ever the same.

I spend alot of time consulting aswell as operating on
animals and dealingwith emergency cases. Consults
canbe anything fromavaccination, to poorly pets which
needblood tests and furtherwork ups. When operating,
we do alot of different surgeries - one momentyou can
beremoving adamaged eye and the nextyou could be
delivering alitter of puppies via caesarean section.

How did you get into this line of work?

Whenlwas16, | decided that | mightlike to be avet and did
some work experience at alocal out of hours emergency
veterinary clinic. I really enjoyeditand decided at that point
thatIwantedto do thisforacareer.

How has studying Science at school
prepared you to be become a successful
veterinary surgeon?

It gave me the passion formy career path, and | enjoy
continuously learning and gaining new knowledge around
my subject. It would beimpossible to qualify as avet
without taking science subjectsfor GCSE and ALevels.




What qualifications did you study, or what
experience did you gather to enable you
to become a veterinary surgeon?

Inorderto getinto most veterinary schoolsinthe UK,
youneed to study biology and chemistry at Alevel.
These were two subjects that | had selected anyway
as|enjoyedthem. Veterinary schoolis five years of
study at most UK universities and six years of study
at Cambridge University. |l went to Nottingham
University, which was anamazing place to be, and |
graduatedin 2015.

Are there any particular science practicals,
teachers or othermomentsin schools you
fondly remember to this day?

Ireally enjoyed studying all the science subjects
atschool. Inparticular,had a chemistry teacher
called MrBiddle who used to make the subjectreally
interesting and made sure we got to do some great
practical’sinlessons. | thinkitreally helpsif youhave
ateacherwhois passionate about their subject as this
really engagesyou and allows you to get as much out
of itas possible.

Were there any moments or events that
inspired you and led you down this path,
either as a child, a student or since
entering work?

I’'ve alwaysloved animals and been absolutely crazy
aboutthem. As a child, alll ever wanted to dowas play
with my Duplo zoo and cuddly animals. Evennow,
everythingin my houseis animalthemed fromthe
sheep print duvet to the farm animal themed crockery
- even my wedding nextyearwillbe animal themed!

How has your line of work changed to
whenyou first started as a veterinary
surgeon to now?

There will always be technology advancements and
advancementsinmedicine and surgical treatment,
soit’'simportant to keep learning even after qualifying
soyou can offerthe best possible treatments to pets.
Sincelqualified, there are now more womenthanever
inthe veterinary sector, which | thinkis fantastic.

Were there any people who have inspired
you into this line of work?

Somany! Whilst Iwas still trainingto become a
veterinary surgeon, | was lucky to practice with

some amazing vets and they have inspired me both

in terms of veterinary medicine and surgery as well
asinveterinary business. When training, | worked

with two fantastic vets called Becca and Sarahwho
constantly inspired me with passionand enthusiasm
fortheircases. They now both own theirown practices
too - they’re strong, independent businesswomen as
well as greatvets.

Were there any obstacles or factors that
put you off this route at any point?

Ihad abiology teacherat schoolwho was also Deputy
Head of Sixth Form that was fairly negative about

my chances of gettinginto veterinary schoolas my
schoolhad neverhadastudent manageit before.
Inallhonesty, I'm pleased that he casted doubts
onmy abilityto getinas|set out prove himwrong

and managediit!
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What advice would you give to others
thinking about a careerin STEM?

Studying STEM subjects can openthe doorto so
many different career paths. Any subject thatinvolves
science canbe extremelyinterestingandvaried.

I enjoy the challenges that my STEM careeroffersona
daily basisandit’s a sectorthatis always advancing so
there’s always the possibility to learn new things and
take partinresearch.

What advice would you give to someone
thinking about going into the same line of
work as you?

If you're passionate aboutit - go forit! The days can

belong,andthe work canbe hardbutit’s allworthit
when you make sick pets better. Of course, youneed
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to enter this profession with an awareness thatitisn’t
always possible to make them all better - the way

I dealwith thisis by knowing that I have tried my best
forevery patient that walks through the door. The
veterinary sector canbe anindustry with unsociable
hours and emotional challenges, so forthatreason
itisn’t foreveryone.

What is the reaction from friends and
family when you shared your desire to
become a veterinary surgeon?

Very positive - my friends and family have supported
me all the way through training and working and

understandthat thisis avocationformerather
thanjustajob.
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