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Picture # | | ,
Hates it?

It's OK?

Likes it?

1. In your opinion, which person complains too much?

2. Who has the worst commute?




BUILDING FLUENCY
COMPLAINING AND DEALING WITH COMPLAINERS

___ 1.1 hate commuting! a. Look on the bright side. At least you can get some exercise.

2.1 hate cleaning the toilet! b. Well, the air conditioner’s broken, so you'll just have to
put up with it.
g ihatgalking toscheo) c. Well, what can you do? The test's next week!
___4.I'm o sick of this heat! d. Try to make the most of it. Why don't you study on the train?
___5.I'm so tired of studying! e. Too bad. It's your turn.

Are the underlined phrases positive @ , hegative @ , or neutral @ ?

Positive = Negative = Neutral =
(sympathetic) (unsympathetic)

| hate commuting. It’s...
1. too expensive 3. so boring 5. so annoying 7. too stressful

2. so tiring 4. a waste of time 6. SO noisy 8. too crowded

i\ HOW THE GRAMMAR WORKS:
\ Adverbs :
Use “adverbs of degree” like really and absolutely

with hate for emphasis.
| really hate walking to work when it rains.

er: use the responses in step 1.

Use “adverbs of degree” like so and really
with sick and tired for emphasis.
I'm so sick and tired of taking the bus.

e commuting. It's too expensive.
/Il have to put up with it!

----------------------------------------------------




CONVERSATION MODEL

IT’'S SO BORING.

DON'T YOU HATE \
COMMUTING?

I SURE DO.
IT'S SO BORING.
Q)

| =

YEAH, TELL ME ABOUT IT.

THERE’S NOT TO
DO ON THE TRAIN.

NOTHING, I GUESS
— WE JUST HAVE TO MAKE
: THE MOST OF IT.

==

WELL, WHAT CAN
YOU DO?

(1)
SO expensive
so crowded

such a waste of time

so tiring It takes me 2 hours one way.

HOW THE PRONUNCIATION WORKS:
Stress words for emphasis:

so:: bouring / so: expe:nsive / so: crozwded /
such a waste of tizme / so:: tizring

I =




COMMON COMPLAINT HATE? DON’T MIND? REASON

1. Sitting in trafficjams B
2. Takmg the train to work/school
3. Takmg g the bus to work/school

4. (your idea):

5. Doing English homework
6. Taking tests
7. Wearing a school uniform

8. (your idea):

9. Cleaning yourroom
10 Doing t the Iaundry
11. Washlng the dlshes

12. -(your idea): _

13. Hot weather

14. Cold weather
15. Rainy days
16. (your idea):

‘Activity

ERIK'S LEARNING TIP

Make the most of YOUR commute!
1. Listen to an English podcast using your MP3 player.
2. Read an English book or newspaper.

3. Sing some English songs while riding your bike.
4, Text a friend in English.

5. Think of your plans for the day...in English!

1. How do you commute to school or work?
How long does it take? Do you mind it?

2. Would you prefer to live close to school or work,
or farther away? Why?

3. What do you think about riding your bike to
school or work? What are the pros and cons?
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