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Other Ways of Talking about the Future

1
Verbs + infinitive with to
We use a number of verbs followed by the infinitive with to to talk about the future: aim, arrange, expect, hope, intend, plan, prepare, etc.
I’m not free this evening; I’ve already arranged to go out with a friend.

2
about to, due to and is/are to
We use about to talk about something we expect to happen in the very near future.

Get ready – the film is about to begin!

We use due to to talk about something which is expected to happen at a particular time.
My sister’s flight is due to arrive in ten minutes.

We use is/are to to talk about official future arrangements. This form is commonly found in newspaper reports.

The Mayor is to visit our school this week.
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