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Using articles

1
Use an or a the first time we mention something. When we mention it again, use the.


Yesterday  I saw a cow in a field. Today the cow wasn’t in the field.
2
Do not use the:



a when we talk about people or things in general.




People are very kind.



b with the names of people and countries.




British people love queuing.



c with many place names.

	Continents
	South America, Asia
	Cities
	London, Sydney

	Countries
	Laos, India
	Lakes
	Lake Titicaca 

	Islands
	Mallorca
	Hills
	Stamford Hill

	Roads/Streets
	Chishill Road
	Mountains
	Mount Etna


3
Use the:



a with some place names.

	Oceans and seas
	the Caribbean, the Southern Ocean

	Rivers
	the River Thames, The River Cam

	Mountain ranges
	the Urals, the Pyrenees, the Himalayas

	Countries which are republics or kingdoms
	the United Kingdom, the People’s Republic of China 




b with superlative forms.



She’s the strongest woman I’ve seen.



c when there is only one of something.




the moon; the Sun; the sky; the Queen of England

4
Other phrases with the:



in the south, in the east, in the west, in the north


on the coast, on the border



in the centre, in the middle



at the bottom, at the top



in the centre, in the middle



on the left, on the right

5
Other phrases without the:



at school, at work, at home



at night



on holiday, in bed
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