[image: image1.png]Pearson ELT






Revision of Modals

1
should/shouldn’t
Should is used for obligations which are not strong. It is not necessary, but it is ‘a good idea’ or ‘the right / correct thing’.

The students should be back from the break by now.

You shouldn’t spend so much time online.

REMEMBER:

1
You can use should in the continuous form.


You shouldn’t be eating all that cheese; it isn’t good for you.

2
Ought to means the same as should.


He ought to be on a diet.

2
must/mustn’t
Must expresses necessity. There are two types of necessity:

a
obligation

I must go back to class now.

REMEMBER:

Have to and have got to also express obligation. Must often expresses and

obligation that comes from the speaker while have to/have got to express an

external obligation.

I must go back to class now. (= I have decided this)
I’ve got to go back to class now. (= my teacher says I must do this)
b
logical necessity
Here, must means ‘from the evidence, I am sure this is true’.

This phone bill must be incorrect; I never make any international calls.

REMEMBER:

Mustn’t is used for obligation and it means ‘obliged not to’ or ‘not allowed’.

You mustn’t talk on your phone in this carriage; it’s a talk-free zone.

If you want to say that logically you think something is impossible, you use
can’t.
This bill can’t be right; I never made any international phone calls.

 3
can

Can expresses possibility in three ways:

a
ability (negative form can’t) 


He can’t speak Chinese well.

b
permission



Can I go to the bathroom?

c
theoretical or general probability


It’s very warm outside now, but it can be very cool when you’re in the shade.

Notice that can is not used to express specific possibilities, either in the present or the future.

Look in that drawer; the keys might/can/could be in there.

4
Could
Could also expresses possibility in three ways:

a
like might and may it expresses present/future probability.


Of course, she could be wrong.
REMEMBER:

You cannot use the negative form here. (Instead, use may not or might not).
  b
to ask for permission


Could I use your telephone?

c
it is the past of can


My father could run a mile in six minutes.

5
May

Generally, may (not) expresses possibility in two different ways:

a
present/future probability:

She may (not) be at her desk right now.

b
permission (this is mostly in the first person and is formal):

May I ask you a question?

6
Might

Might (not) also expresses possibility. It is used:

a
to express probability

We might (not) come to class tomorrow.

Many people believe that might sounds more probable than may, but the intonation you use with modal verbs is more important in showing how probable you think the action is.

b
to express permission (it is old fashioned and rarely used)

Might I borrow your coursebook?

c
in reported speech (might is the past tense of may)

It may snow.
>
The weather forecast said it might snow.

REMEMBER:

1
The different degrees of probability expressed by modal verbs can be summarised like this:

          •
sure/logically certain

= 
must

          •
probable, but not sure
=
may (not), might (not)







could

          •
sure/logically certain not
=
can’t 


to happen

2
These modal verbs can be used in the continuous form to talk about actions happening now.


I won’t call my parents now; they might/may/could be sleeping.
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