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Present Perfect versus Past Simple

1
We use the Past Simple for completed actions that are in the past.

Michael Jackson had many number one hits. (= he doesn’t have number one hits now)


He has been fired three times! (= his life is not finished)

2
Whether we use the Present Perfect or Past Simple often depends on how we see the action. If we see it as related to the present, we use the Present Perfect. If we see it as finished and in the past, we use the Past Simple.


Susan has had a baby. It’s a boy! (= the event is important now)

Susan had a baby a month ago. (= the event isn’t so important now)
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