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Polite requests

1
Asking if you can do things (asking for permission) 
	Asking
	Saying ‘yes’
	Saying ‘no’

	Can I …?

Could I …?

Could I possibly …?

Is it alright/okay if I …?

Do you think I could …?

Do you mind if …?
	Yes, sure.

Yes, of course.

That’s fine.

Certainly.

No, not at all.
	Well, I’m afraid …

(+ reason)

Well, the problem is …

Sorry, but …


2
Asking other people to do things (making requests)

	Asking
	Saying ‘yes’
	Saying ‘no’

	Can you …?

Could you …?

Could you possibly …?

Do you think you could …?

Will you …?

Would you …?

Would you/Do you mind + -ing
	Yes, sure.

Yes, of course.

Yes, that’s fine.

Certainly.

Of course not!
	Well, I’m afraid …

(+ reason)

Well, the problem is … 


We use Do you mimd if …?, Could I possibly…?, Could you possibly …?, Do you think you could …? when we want to sound particularly polite.

Could you …?, Would you …?, are a little more polite than Can you …?/Will you …?

In all these questions though, intonation is more important for showing politeness.

Note:

1 After Would you mind …? we use the –ing form of the verb.

2 With Would you mind …? and Do you mind…?, if we answer Of course not! it means ‘yes’.
A: Would you mind giving me a lift to Hull? My car’s broken down.

B: Of course not! I’m going that way in any case.
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