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Obligation and permission 

	Positive forms
	You


	can/must/should + verb
	see it.

	
	
	can

must

should
	

	
	You


	have to/have got to/ought to + verb
	see it.

	
	
	have to

have got to

ought to
	

	
	You
	be + allowed to + verb
	enter now.

	
	
	are allowed to 
	

	Negative forms
	You
	can’t/cannot
mustn’t

shouldn’t

don’t have to

haven’t got to

aren’t allowed to
	see it.

	Question forms


	Can

Must

Should
	come in now?

	
	Do I have to

Have I got to

Am I allowed to
	see it?


Note: 

1 Have to is a normal Present Simple verb – it has the auxiliaries do/does in the question form and don’t/doesn’t in the negative form.

2 Ought to is not often used in the negative and question forms.

1
must/have to/have got to


The meaning is very similar, but:

a must often shows that the obligation comes from the person speaking.



We must go home. (= I, the speaker, say)



I must eat better food. (= I think this)


Have to and especially have got to show that obligation comes from some other person, not the 
speaker.


In this country, children have to stay at school until they’re sixteen.



Alan has got to go to the police station because he was caught speeding last week.


b There are often differences of formality. Must is often written down, for example on public 
notices.



Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Have to is mostly used in speech. Have got to is informal.

2
don’t have to and mustn’t

These are not the same:


must/have (got) to = it is necessary


mustn’t = it is prohibited  / not allowed


don’t have to/haven’t got to = it is not necessary



You mustn’t smoke inside. (= it is not allowed)



You don’t have to do this homework. It’s optional. (= it is not necessary)


Haven’t got to is the same as don’t have to.

3
should/ought to


a We use should to say something is a good idea, or if it is correct/right; we use shouldn’t for 
something that is not a good idea or not correct.  


You should go to Greece this summer, it’s beautiful.



James should find a new job. He’s stressed all the time.


Should is weaker than have to or must. It is often used to give advice, suggestions and opinions 
because it sounds more polite. Again, we often use ought to for giving advice, suggestions and 
opinions.


b Ought to means the same as should; we use it for something that is a good idea or the 
right thing.



You ought to try some of this pudding. It’s incredible.


He ought to give that money he found in the street to charity.

4
can


We use can to talk about something that is permitted; we use can’t to talk about something that 
is 
prohibited.



You can smoke outside.


You can’t travel on the train without a ticket.

5
allowed to


Use allowed to to talk about things we are permitted (can) do. We use not allowed to to talk 
about things we are not permitted to (can’t) do.

6
Past forms
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a I must see him.


   I have to see him.

I had to see him.


   I’ve got to see him. 

 


b They can swim. – They could swim.


   They can’t swim. – They couldn’t swim.


c We were/weren’t allowed to watch horror films when we were young. 











































PAGE  
[image: image2.jpg]




Page 1 of 33
r: Katie Jones.

