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Perfect verb forms

General
1
Perfect verb forms are used to link time periods. The speaker is looking back from one point 
of time to another time before that:


a
the past and the present


Present Perfect Simple: I’ve been to Germany.
[image: image1.png]
[image: image2.jpg]





Present Perfect Continuous: Have you been waiting long?


b
two points in the past

Past Perfect: By the time I got to the station, the train had left.


Past Perfect Continuous: They had been playing football for an hour. 


c
two points in the future


Future Perfect: By this time next year, I’ll have moved house. 
Present Perfect Simple and Continuous

1
The Present Perfect Simple links the past and present in a number of different ways.

a
When we are interested in the present result of a past action.




I’ve spoken to Alice and she says she’ll meet us at four o’clock.




They’ve just arrived. I’ll put the kettle on.

b
When an action or state started in the past, but is incomplete or still in progress.




I’ve supported Cambridge United for a long time.




How long have you lived here?



Or when the period of time in which it takes place is incomplete.




This year, they have played several excellent concerts.




He’s had four cups of coffee already this morning.
Note: The Present Perfect can’t be used with a time period that is finished.


She’s been to Yemen three times. Twice last year and once in 2003. 

He’s been to Yemen last year. 

c
When an action happened in the past but is still current/relevant in the speaker’s 


mind.




Sonia has made millions of pounds with her inventions.




I’ve seen that film a few times.

2
A number of time phrases are commonly found with the Present Perfect, including:

a
present time periods.




today, this week, this year, etc. 


b
adverbs whose meaning links the past and the present.




for and since, already, just, recently,  ever, never

c
phrases like twice, three times, several times, etc.

Note: We use the Present Perfect in the pattern the first/second/third time + time clause.



That’s the second time I’ve seen this film.



Is this the first time you’ve been to Poland?

3
The Present Perfect Continuous also links the past with the present. The continuous form 
stresses the duration of the action and so it is commonly found with how long, for, since, a 
long time, all day, all week, etc.


We’ve been living here for three hours.



I’ve been playing golf since this morning.



How long have you been waiting? 


When there is no time expression, the continuous form emphasises the recentness of the 
activity.


I’ve played rugby. (= this could be any time in the past until now)


I’ve been playing rugby. (= and now I’m tired. It was recent)

Past Perfect Simple and Continuous

1
Use the Past Perfect to emphasise that one action happened before another action in the 
past, especially when the sequence is not completely clear from context.



When I got home, someone had put my dinner in the fridge.


It was obvious that someone had tried to fix the car.

Because of this, it is common in reported speech, and after verbs of thought and 
perception.



Bond told the police he had never been to that part of town.



I realised that someone had broken in to the garage.


When the sequence is of the actions is obvious, we generally stick to the Past Simple.



When I arrived in Jakarta, I took a taxi to my hotel.

2
The Past Perfect is found with some of the same time phrases as the Present Perfect, but 
they are used in a past context.



When he met Jennifer, Daniel had already been married twice.


It was only the third time I had been to London.



Marta had lived at number 47 since 1971.

3
Use the Past Perfect Continuous to describe an action which happened before a particular 
point in the past. With the continuous form, the speaker sees the action as being repeated 
or extended.



They had been playing for thirty minutes when the storm started. 


The relationship between the Past Perfect Continuous and the past is the same as the 
relationship between the Present Perfect Continuous and the present. 



I’d been trying to get through to her for days. (before I got through)



I’ve been trying to get through to her for days. (now) 

Note: The Past Perfect (Simple and Continuous) is also often used to express the ‘unreal’ past after words like if, wish.


If you had been watching more carefully, you would have seen it.


If only you hadn’t done it!
 
Other perfect forms

1
We use the Future Perfect when we are thinking mainly about one point in the future and 
want to talk about the time before that. It is ‘the past of the future’.


By this time next year, I’ll have made a million pounds.

2
We can use a Perfect -ing​ clause to mean when/because + subject.



Having (= When he had) finished dinner, he switched on the television.



Having (= Because I had) surfed every summer, learning to snowboard was easy.


The subject of both sentences must be the same.



As she had passed her exams, her parents took her out for dinner to celebrate.



Having passed her exams her parents took her out for dinner to celebrate.
3
In patterns which are followed by the infinitive form, the Perfect Infinitive (to) have done 
emphasises that we are talking about a past action. 



I’d like to meet my hero. (= present/future)


I’d like to have met Marvin Gaye. (= past)



You should be more polite when you meet new people. (= generally)



You should have been more polite when you met Liam. (= past)


The pattern would + perfect infinitive (without to) is often used to refer to an ‘unreal’ past 
action.



  If she hadn’t cheated, she wouldn’t have passed the test.
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