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Talking hypothetically about the past and present together

Notice the difference in these two forms:

a imaginary situations generally or in the present.


if + Past Simple + would + verb


If he was tall so short, he would be a professional basketball player.

b imaginary situations in the past.


if + Past Perfect + would have + past participle


If I’d left home on time the train, I wouldn’t have been late for my interview.   
Sometimes we want to talk about the past and the present together. In this case we can ’mix’ these two forms. 


If they hadn’t missed the bus, they’d be here now.



[PAST]


                [PRESENT]


If I didn’t know you, I wouldn’t have trusted you with my car.


           [PRESENT]
 
                [PAST]
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