LESSON E

Pre-lesson task, Teacher's notes
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Bristol: UK capital of

street art

If you want to see art, it's normal to go to an art
exhibition in a gallery. There you'll find paintings,
landscapes and sketches. But wouldn't it be mare fun to
see these works in the street? Well, theres a city in the
UK whose biggest tourist attraction is street art: Bristol!

There are historical reasons for this fame. The city

was badly bormbed in World War II, leaving large areas
that were empty and required new buildings. Many of
these new constructions were put up in a hurry and the
buildings quickly became abandoned. The concrete walls
were perfect canvases for street art. Today you can find
art everywhere - on bridges, in alleys and on the main
streets in the city centre. The whole place seems like a
giant outdoor gallery!

If you're able to stay for a while, book onto one of
Bristol's popular street art walking tours, Experts will
tell you about the artists who have decorated the city's
streets. The mast famous of them is Banksy, with his
stencilled graffiti designs. He is celebrated all over the

GLOSSARY
abandoned (adj) if a builiding is abandened, no

world for his funny and, at times, controversial murals one [ives in it _ o
. ) | i canvas (n) o surface on which an artist paints
but nobody knows his real identity. ost of his early stencilled (ad]) painted using o piece of metal,
: ) plastic, etc. into which shapes have been cut
work was removed by the local council but there is one g_nnhm_mrsiul {adj) causing disagreement or
. . ISCUSSIOnN
famous work that survives. It shows a man hanging from mural (n) wall painting

a painted window on the side of a large wall.

0f course, some people call Banksy’'s creations street
art and others call it graffiti. What's the difference?
Well, the debate is open. Some people say that graffiti is
destructive and political, while street art is constructive
and creative. But others say that the only difference is
that graffiti includes letters - people's 'tags’ or special
signatures. Whatever you think, a lot of these works
are now worth large sums of money at auctions. |s

that a good thing or are people just paying for acts of
vandalism?
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Answers

EXPLORE
O 1. Students’ own answers.
Interpretation of the piece here.

1 What can you see in the photo? What 2. Students’ own answers
do you think is the message? 3. Students’ own answers

2 lIsit groffiti or street art? Why? What do 4. Students’ own answers
you think is the difference?

3 Do you think street art can be worth
money? Why? [ Why not?

4 Is there o lot of graffiti/street art where
you live? ls it often removed?

1 In pairs, discuss the questions.

2 Read the article and choose the correct 1. Unusual
option. 2. Abandoned buildings
1 The writer believes that it's narmal [ 3. Alotof
unusual to see art in the streat. 4. Is
2 Street art became popular in Bristol
becaouse there werﬁml::;nyr obandoned > N‘Ot much
buildings [ street artists there. 6. Disagree

3 Not many [ A lof of people know about
the city's art tours.

4 Banksy's art is / isn't well-known.

5 There is not much [ a lot of Banksy's art
on the streets of Bristol today.

& People agree { disagree about the
difference between groffiti and
street art.

EXPLORE MORE

™

3 In pairs, discuss the questions.
1 |s there any interesting graffiti or street
art where you live?

2 What would you prefer to look at -
street art or graffiti? Why?

1. Students' own answers
2. Students’ own answers
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http://banksy.newtfire.org/html/gallery_pages/graffiti/sweep_it_under_the_carpet.html#:~:text=Banksy%20%7C%20Sweep%20it%20Under%20the,the%20main%20issue%20in%202006.

