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Categories Game
1	  You will read a list of categories. In pairs, write something that goes in each category. If 		
	 nobody in the class has the same answer as you, you will get 2 points. If another pair has the 	
	 same answer, you will get 1 point, so try to think of unusual answers. 

													           
												          

	 Points

a) An activity you can do at the beach (but NOT in the sea!)		  ______________	 _____

b) A place where you stay overnight on holiday				    ___________	___	 _____

c) An activity you can do in the countryside				    ______________	 _____

d) A type of  transport for getting to your holiday destination		  ______________	 _____

e) Something you can ride while on holiday				    ______________	 _____

f ) A type of  water sport							       ______________	 _____

g) Something you can do in the evenings on holiday, after your meal	 ______________	 _____ 

h) A historical building which people might visit on holiday		  ______________	 _____

i) A ball game that people like to play on holiday				   ______________	 _____

j) Something you take when you go camping				    ______________	 _____

k) Something you take when you go to the beach			   ______________	 _____

l) Something you can find inside a hotel room				    ______________	 _____

m) Something you wear more often on holiday than at other times	 ______________	 _____

n) Something you carry your clothes in					     ______________	 _____

o) Things you do when you visit a historical site				    ______________	 _____	
	

2 	 Calculate your points. 

3	 Create a mind map using the holiday vocabulary from the game. Use the template on the 	
	 following page.  Add more categories and vocabulary.

4	 Discuss the following questions in groups
a) 	 Where do you often go on holiday? 
b) 	 Do you usually stay in a hotel or another type of  accommodation?
c) 	 What activities do you often do on holiday?
d)	 Do you prefer to go on holiday to a busy place or a quiet place? Why?
e) 	 Where would you most like to go on holiday?
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Transport 

Transport you ride 
for enjoyment 

Places to stay 

Facilities at a hotel 

Holidays 

Things you take 

to the beach 

on a camping trip to wear 

to carry clothes 

Activities 

water sports 

on the beach 

in the countryside 

in the city 
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•	 Ask the class what they like to do in the summer. 
•	 Tell the class that they are going to play a vocabulary game about summer. They will need to 	
	 think of  words to fit categories. They will work in pairs. If  no other pair has the same word as 	
	 them, they will get two points. If  another group has the same word, they will get one point.
•	 Put students in pairs and hand out the first page of  Summer warmer. Give students 5–10 		
	 minutes to complete the quiz. 
	 feedback their answers as a class.

Suggested Answers
a sunbath, build a sandcastle, read a book, play 
volleyball
b hotel, tent, campsite, guest house, caravan
c hiking, mountain biking, trekking, climbing
d train, car, plane, coach
e horse, pony, camel, motorbike, scooter
f canoeing, scuba diving, wind-surfing, snorkelling
g go to a show, go to a bar, go to the cinema
h castle, monastery, church, palace, museum

i volleyball, tennis, golf, crazy golf
j tent, sleeping bag, air bed, camping stove, torch
k picnic, swimming costume, towel, ball, bucket, 
spade
l bed, cupboard, wardrobe, lamp
m shorts, bikini, swimming costume, sun hat
n suitcase, bag, rucksack, backpack
o take photos, buy a guidebook, take a guided tour

Learning Objectives: Practise summer 

holiday vocabulary with this game,

Preparation Time: 5 minutes

Completion Time: 20 minutes

Skill/Grammar: Functional language, 

speaking, writing

Age/Level: Elementary–Pre-Intermediate

Resources: Summer Activity

•	 When the students have finished, go through the worksheet. Note down the words students 	
	 have used on the board. Give out points as appropriate.
•	 Students count up their points and declare the winner. 
•	 Hand out page 2 of  the WARM-UP. Ask students whether they recognise this type of  
	 diagram – (mind map). Ask the students to complete the mind map using vocabulary from the 	
	 previous exercise. They can add more categories if  necessary.
•	 Give students 5 minutes to complete the mind map. Then they can compare with a partner 	
	 and add more words if  necessary.
•	 Put students into pairs or small groups. Give students 5 minutes to discuss the questions in 	
	 part 4. Encourage them to use vocabulary from the mind map. 
•	 Monitor conversations and feedback on grammar/pronunciation problems.


