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Guided reading worksheet
Chapter 7

 Check  
     Complete the sentences about strategies for teaching large classes, using your own words. 

  1 It is important to establish shared routines because …  

   
  2 One way to attract the students’ attention effectively in a large class is …  

   
  3 When we want to ask our students to work on their own in large classes, we can … 

   
  4 Using a few students to take on some of the administrative responsibilities of the classroom, such as taking 

the register or handing out copies, has the advantage of … 

   
  5 Creating pairwork activities with worksheets rather than working in lockstep is an effective way for 

teachers to … 

   
  6 Teachers can ask the class to give itself a specifi c name and identity to help create  … 

   

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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Imagine that you wanted to begin a one-to-one session with a ME-diagram. What prompts would 
you give your student to encourage them to reveal a mix of important facts (relevant to the task of 
English learning you share) and fun facts (important to form a relationship quickly at the beginning 
of the learning process).

 
 
 
 
 
 

Look at the eight techniques below for handling mixed-ability classes positively. Match each 
technique (1–8) to its potential disadvantage (a–h).

 1 Give different content to each student to read or listen to, depending on ability.

 2 Give students the choice to decide on relevant and doable homework.

 3 Give students different tasks to complete with the same material.

 4 Give students different roles in activities (e.g. roleplays), depending on their ability.

 5 Give fast finishing students supplementary tasks.

 6 Give students with low linguistic ability the chance to show other talents, e.g. artistic.

 7 Give feedback which is tailored to the preferences of different students.

 8  Group students differently and flexibly across different classroom sessions.

 a Can disturb the language focus of the class if time is dedicated to musical or artistic activities.

 b Time consuming to create different content for large differentiated classes.

 c Can be challenging to give feedback on supplementary tasks done by a minority of a large class.

 d Students with higher language ability can hijack activities.

 e Some students may become suspicious of hidden motives behind class groupings.

 f Students may find making such choices difficult and prefer to have the same task.

 g Monitoring students in order to give differentiated feedback, for example some on grammar and others on 
their communication skills, is very demanding.

 h It’s difficult to review different tasks on the same material with the whole class, as not all the class have 
done all the tasks.

What would you suggest to prevent any of these potential disadvantages from happening? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluate
What are the main advantages and disadvantages of teaching/learning on a one-to-one basis, as 
compared to in a class?

Advantages Disadvantages

One-to-one learning 
over class learning

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 13

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15
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Complete the table below with what you see as your strengths and possible weaknesses if you were 
teaching in these situations.

Strengths Potential weaknesses

One-to-one teaching  
 

 
 

Large class teaching  
 

 
 

(Significantly) mixed-
ability teaching

 
 

 
 

Note down some personal development ideas to turn your weaknesses into strengths and make your 
strengths even stronger!

 
 
 
 
 
 

Action
Think about a one-to-one student with whom you have worked, are working or will work. Note down 
the different rapport-building strategies which you have used, are using or will use to create a highly 
effective working relationship with that student. Show your list to a few colleagues or friends to get 
some feedback on your strategies. Ask them to suggest one or two more ideas to help you accelerate 
positive relationships in your one-to-one teaching with different types of student.

Think about a class that you are working with at the moment or have worked with in the past. 
Cluster and list the students in different ways to reflect the different types of diversity which exist/
existed in the class. For example:

• People with shared interests
• People with the same or similar cultural backgrounds
• People with the same language level
• People with the same or similar learning styles
• People with the same or similar personality and communication style
• People with a similar sense of humour
• People of the same age
• People of the same gender
• People from the same or similar ethnic groups
• People with the same or similar professional background
• People from the same or similar region/country

Think about which type of diversity has or had the most impact on learning within the class. Define 
your teaching strategies for dealing with that diversity – to minimise any risks posed, and to 
maximise any opportunities present.

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 16

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 17

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 18

 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 19
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Key 
1 (Suggested answers)

 1 It is important to establish shared routines because things can be done more quickly and efficiently.

 2 One way to attract the students’ attention effectively in a large class is to ring a bell loudly.

 When we want our students to work on their own in large classes, we can ask them to look individually at specific tasks, graded readers or the 
internet.

 4 Using a few students to take on some of the administrative responsibilities of the classroom, such as taking the register or handing out copies, 
has the advantage of building in the students a sense of responsibility for their own learning.

 5 Creating pairwork activities with worksheets rather than working in lockstep is an effective way for teachers to keep all the class active.

 6 Teachers can ask the class to give itself a specific name and identity to help create a sense of team and joint commitment to learning.

2 (Suggested answers)

 Important facts
 Why are you learning English?
 What do you enjoy about learning English?
 Who do or will you speak English to?
 Which do you enjoy most: speaking, listening, reading or writing?
 What is the most important thing to do when learning a language?

 Fun facts
 Where do you live?
 Where were you born?
 How big is your family?
 What is your favourite TV programme?
 What’s the most amazing place you have seen?
 What is one thing you really want to do?

3 1 b   2 f   3 h   4 d   5 c   6 a   7 g   8 e

4 (Suggested answers)

 1 Don’t try to write too many different tasks. 

 2 Give students homework options to help them decide.

 3 Link the tasks being done in some way, e.g. the higher-level tasks develop some of the answers in the lower-level tasks.

 4 Brief the students clearly as to their role and tell them what not to do, e.g. hijack.

 5 If necessary, give feedback to more advanced students at a later time or by email.

 6 Encourage the students openly to respect the talents of others.

 7 Don’t try to note down too much feedback per student.

 8 Explain the logic of groupings clearly.

5 (Suggested answers)

 Advantages
 The student can do all the student speaking.
 The course can be tailored exactly to the needs of the single student.
 One-to-one students can get highly personalised feedback, which can accelerate learning.

 Disadvantages
 Students can find one-to-one learning exhausting.
 One-to-one teaching can be demanding if there is a poor relationship between teacher and student.
 Teachers are under pressure to provide the stimulus of entertainment and variety which is provided automatically in a class environment.
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