The Practice of English Language Teaching 5th edition - resources for use with book -

Guided reading worksheet
Chapter 10

Issues

Give each of the following statements a score from 0 {I totally disagree) to 5 {I agree 100%). Think
about why you have chosen your score and note down the main reasons.
1 One-to-one teaching is always more effective in terms of learning impact than teaching in large classes. D

2 The specific activity the students are engaged in, together with the dynamics in the class, should
determine how students are grouped — at least as much as the learning objective itself.

[ ]

3 The students, not the teacher, should be allowed to decide which form of class organisation is used.

4 Pairing students according to the teacher’s preconceived notions about them is akin to social
engineering. The advantages of random pairing far outweigh any disadvantages when considering
how to put students into pairs or small groups.

[]

5 Equal participation during groupwork activities is always the goal for fluency activities.
It is unacceptable for the louder voices to dominate.

[]

Discuss

If you have someone to discuss these issues with, find out what scores they have chosen. If they
are different from yours, talk about why this is and find out where you agree and disagree. Look at
Chapter 10 again and see how far your opinions and arguments are supported.

Check

1 List three advantages of working with the whole class rather than doing individual or pairwork
activities. How far do you think you maximise these advantages in your own teaching context? Why?

2 What can teachers do to ensure that the students have understood their instructions before a
groupwork activity begins?
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4 Name three techniques which a teacher can use to enable individualised learning in large classes.

Evaluate

5 What do you see as the main advantage and disadvantage of pairwork?

7 What criteria do you apply when putting students into mixed groups? Why? What are their
advantages and disadvantages?

Action

8 Think about ways to vary the mix of your groups according to different criteria, e.g. language ability,
psychology, communication style, technical skills, interpersonal skills, etc. Try two or three of them
out in different lessons. Observe what happens in each case, and use these observations to develop
an understanding of how to use the mixed abilities in your classes more effectively.

9 Record yourself in your next class and listen to the instructions which you give to set up different
activities. Rate yourself from 1-10 (one is low, ten is high) according to the following criteria:

* Clarity and simplicity of language

» Motivational and energising tone of voice

« Effective use of ‘check’ mechanisms, e.g. getting the students to model the exercise or explain back aloud
what the class has to do

» Positive impact on the class (were your instructions understood and acted upon)

Use your self-rating as a basis to improve the efficiency and success of the instructions you give your
students.

If you can, discuss your observations and conclusions with a colleague or colleagues to gain deeper
insight into your own teaching practice and to identify ways in which you can improve your use of
instructions in the future.
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