The Practice of English Language Teaching 5th edition - resources for use with book -

Guided reading worksheet
Chapter 15

Issues

Complete the following statements to reflect your own opinion. You can change the words in italics
if you wish.

1 Showing pictures is a great way to teach vocabulary because ...

4 Teaching words grouped into categories, for example, ‘Hobbies’ or ‘Everyday verbs’, is useful for students
because ...

Discuss

If you have someone to discuss these issues with, find out what they think. If their statements are
different from yours, talk about why this is. Does Chapter 15 support your arguments.

Check
1 The following notations are common in good learner dictionaries. What do they mean?

2 Name three different vocabulary games presented in Chapter 13 which help student
vocabulary acquisition.
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3 Describe three techniques teachers can use to teach students the meaning of a specific word
occurring in a text.

Evaluate

4 Why can ‘word maps’ be a useful way of practising vocabulary for some students? What is the value
of getting students to create their own word maps with words which they feel are useful?

6 What is good advice to give to students who ask which information they should include when
writing down new words in their notebooks?

Action

7 Get your students to define an area of language, e.g. vocabulary connected to food or sport, which
they would like to improve. Give them time to research the topic and create a poster of 20-50
words which presents the words in an interesting way, e.g. with visuals, perhaps as a story or a
test. Encourage the students to include a variety of ways of understanding words, with translation,
sentences containing the target word, lists of opposites, collocation information, etc.

When they have finished, ask the students to present their language posters to the class. The posters
can be displayed on the wall and/or a photo can be taken and distributed on social media or to
classmates.

8 Write down the two best game-style techniques which you regularly use when practising vocabulary.
Share your ideas with a number of your teaching colleagues, and ask them to share their best two
ideas. When you have collected six new and interesting ways to practise vocabulary, plan to use one
technique per week with different classes (if possible).
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