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Guided reading worksheet
Chapter 18

 Check  
 Match the words and phrases in the box to the defi nitions (1–7). 

   1 a quick form of reading, also called skimming, during which 
you read to understand the general meaning of a text    

  2 a form of reading designed to fi nd specifi c and more 
detailed information    

  3 a deeper form of reading looking to understand the meanings 
behind the words, and the motivations revealed through words   

  4 searching through reading texts to fi nd useful language to study   

  5 an activity in which the students read a text aloud at the same 
time as a teacher or in time with an audio recording of the text   

  6  an activity which involves the students reading fragments of the 
same text or different texts relating to the same things, and then 
sharing the information to answer questions or solve a problem   

  7 a set of general reading questions which can be applied to a 
wide variety of texts   

 Look at the four procedures listed below (a–d), which encourage the students to interact with texts 
effectively as they read. Match each activity example (1–4) to the correct procedure. Then add at 
least one example activity of your own for each. 

  1 Ask the students to identify and then criticise the main ideas of the writer. 

  2 Ask the students to fi nd and extract fi gures and complete a table or fi nancial report. 

 1

 2

 Issues  Issues  Issues  Issues  Issues  Issues 

  1   1   1 

  2   2   2 

  3   3   3 

  4   4   4 

  5   5   5 

 Discuss  Discuss  Discuss  Discuss  Discuss  Discuss 
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 3 Ask the students to note down what they like or don’t like about the content of a text.

 4 Ask the students to write an email to a character in the text.

 a Encouraging student responses and emotional reactions 

 Example:   
 Your example:   

 b Transferring information from a text to another source

 Example:  
 Your example:  

 c ‘Interrogating’ the text to engage with its content

 Example:  
 Your example:  

 d Using reading as a springboard for another activity or different skills work

 Example:  
 Your example:  

Which of the above activities do you feel is most effective and why? Share your ideas with a 
colleague and check if they have other ideas to engage the students in reading a text. 

Evaluate
How can teachers prevent some learners from reading texts too slowly as they try to look up every 
unfamiliar word? Is reading slowly like this always a bad idea? Why? Why not?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete the table by adding four advantages and four disadvantages of reading aloud as a way of 
supporting and developing reading skills. 

Advantages Disadvantages

Reading aloud can quieten a class and focus efforts 
on reading. 
 
 
 
 

Students find it (too) difficult to pronounce unfamiliar 
words.
 
 
 
 

What arguments would you use to promote the activity of extensive reading to your students? 
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Action
Carefully choose three different articles from national newspapers and/or magazines which you 
would like to integrate into your lessons to develop your students’ reading skills. Then follow the 
lesson planning sequence below.

 • Devise a list of seven ‘reading kit’ questions, which you can use to engage the students at a general level 
with all the articles.

 • In each article, identify a vocabulary area to mine which can be used in a follow-up activity. Create a 
specific activity linked to this vocabulary, e.g. underline all the verbs which describe change in the article, 
and write a synonym for each verb.

 • For each article, decide on a different discussion question which will encourage your students to engage 
further with the theme and which will activate learnt words and ideas. 

Design a 45-minute lesson based on an engaging literary text, e.g. a poem, a set of song lyrics or a 
dialogue from a popular film. 

 • Use the concept of ‘modified cloze’ described in the chapter to create an activity which requires the 
students to complete the text by guessing missing words (you can decide whether or not to give the first 
letter of each missing word). 

 • Decide on a specific feature of the literary text to examine from a language learning point of view after 
the students have completed the blanks, e.g. a grammatical feature, lexical set, etc. 

 • Finally, create two follow-up activities (one discussion question and one writing task) based on the topic of 
the text, which will engage the students and encourage them to develop their skills in an integrated way.

 7

 8

Key 
1 1 reading for gist     2 scanning     3 reading for inference     4 text mining     5 parallel speaking     6 jigsaw reading     7 reading kit

2 a 3     b 2     c 1     d 4

4 (Suggested answers) 
Tell the students to read in order to try to get a general understanding the first time round – but make sure they know that they’ll have a chance 
to work on things they don’t understand later. Give a time limit for post-reading vocabulary work. Disallow dictionaries and agree to answer 
questions on only a small number of words. Get the students to work together in groups and to agree on the words which they would like 
defined. 
Reading slowly is not always a bad idea if the students are motivated by this kind of learning style, and they are learning useful words as a result.

5 (Suggested answers) 
Advantages: Reading aloud can quieten a class and focus efforts on reading. Hearing the sounds of words helps with comprehension of 
language in written text. It can bring the drama of dialogue to life. Reading aloud can be more entertaining than reading in silence. It can help 
teachers to diagnose strengths and weaknesses in language knowledge. 
Disadvantages: Students find it (too) difficult to pronounce unfamiliar words. Students may read with a lack of fluency and enthusiasm. The 
activity can be seen as boring by the class due to a lack of enthusiasm from the readers. It is demotivating/humiliating for students if they ‘fail’ 
in front of their classmates. Some students are embarrassed to be put in the spotlight.

6 (Suggested answers) 
It’s fun and pleasurable. 
You learn more by exposure to more language. 
Reading can improve other skills such as spelling, writing and even speaking. 
You can learn interesting things through the language.
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