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Guided reading worksheet
Chapter 22

 Check  
 Match these words and phrases with the descriptions below. 

  1 a general set of descriptors to pinpoint a student’s overall level   

  2 the quality that means that test administrators and candidates know 
exactly what is being tested and how the test works   

  3 the quality that means that the design of the test changes the content 
of teachers’ lessons and the way they teach them    

  4 the quality that means that the test always gives the same results if the 
conditions are the same    

  5 the quality that means that the test gives us the information we 
need/want    

 6  the quality that means that the test looks good – it gives the test takers 
confi dence that it is well designed and it will do the job that it is 
designed for    

  7 the quality that means that the test measures up well to other tests 
which are designed to give the same information   

  8 the quality that means that the test only tests what the students should 
know – and not other knowledge which is irrelevant to the test itself   

  9 a detailed description for individual elements from a 
global/holistic scale   

 10  the type of evaluation that is designed to help students learn 
better/more appropriately in the future   

  11 the type of evaluation that is designed to say what the candidate knows    

 1
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 What specifi c kind of test would a student take: 

  1 if they wanted to get a public qualifi cation based on a ‘snapshot’ of their abilities?  

 

  2 if we wanted to see how well they are doing – to help us to decide what to teach next?  

 

  3  if we wanted to see how well they have learnt what we have been teaching them?  

 

  4 If we/they wanted to see what (level of) class they should go into?  

 

 Evaluate 
 Complete the chart about the two approaches to assessment.  

 Advantages  Disadvantages   

 ‘Snapshot’/’sudden 
death’ assessment 

 

 Portfolio assessment 

 

 What is your own view of portfolio assessment? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Comment on the suitability/appropriacy of the following items. If you think there is 
something wrong, how would you rewrite the item? 

 1  

 Choose the best answer. 

 I am ______ excited about my new job. 

 a very    b extremely    c rather    d quite 

 

 

 2

 3

 4
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 2 

 Rearrange the following words to make a correct sentence. 

 exam / had / hadn’t / have / if/ passed / repeat / she / she / the / the / to / would / year 

 

 

3

 According to the famous 20th-century British statesman Winston Churchill, 
‘jaw-jaw is always better than war-war’. Do you agree that talking is always 
better than fi ghting? Give your reasons in not more than 500 words. 

 

 4 

 Reply to the following email saying if you are interested in the new project and suggesting when 
and where you can meet. 

 Dear Marion, 

 I am mailing you to ask if you would like to join me in my new project to buy some land and plant 
a large number of trees. This will involve some initial investment, but it will also earn money in the 
longer term. On top of that, you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you are helping to save 
the planet. 

 Whether or not you would like to be part of the project, I would like to meet up with you to tell you 
all about it. Can you suggest a time and place? 

 I look forward to hearing from you. 

  100–200 words  

 

 

 5 

 In 40 seconds you must say (in one or two sentences) why it is important 
for children to go to school. You will have 40 seconds to do this. 
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 Read the following text and complete the task which follows. 

 Jason Lewis and his friend Steve Smith had a question: would it be possible to go all round the 
world using only human power – no engines or sails? It was a crazy idea, but gradually they 
started to plan. To cross the oceans, they built a special 26-foot boat called Moshka (= ‘Liberation’ 
in Sanskrit) which was powered by their feet – they used bicycle pedals. It took them 111 days to 
travel across the Atlantic, for example. 

 On land, they used rollerblades and bicycles. For smaller seas, Jason paddled a kayak.  

 Steve gave up after a few months, but Jason went on. And on. And on. He was nearly eaten by 
a saltwater crocodile in Australia. In the USA, a drunk driver hit him when he was rollerblading. 
Both his legs were broken and he was in hospital for nine months. Later on, he had a bad attack 
of malaria. He was arrested as a spy on the Sudan/Egypt border. But he made it in the end. And it 
only took him THIRTEEN YEARS. 

  1 What level could you use this text with (in a test)? 

  2 How many different ways can you think of for using the text to test language skills or language systems? 

  3 Which of your alternatives is your preferred option and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Action 
 Take a unit of work that your students have been doing and write a short progress test. Decide: 

 • if you will give a grade, and if so, whether it will be a letter or number grade. 
 • what proportion of the test will be given over to grammar, vocabulary and skills. 
 • whether your test will have a spoken component. 
 • how the test will be administered – and how long it will take. 

  a Write the test, taking into account the conditions in which it will be administered. 

  b Show your test to a colleague and get their reactions. 

  c Try your test out on a class.   

 5
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Key 
1 1 global/holistic scale 2 transparency 3 washback/backwash 4 reliability 5 construct validity 6 face validity 7 criterion validity 8 content validity 

9 analytic profi le 10 formative assessment 11 summative assessment

2 1 profi ciency test 2 progress test 3 achievement test 4 placement test

3 (Suggested answers)

 ‘Snapshot’ assessment: Advantages: gives the student a specifi c goal to work towards; helps the student see what they can and can’t do. 
Disadvantages: only shows how well a student can perform on a given day; some students do not perform well in test conditions; it is tempting 
for teachers to ‘teach to the test’, which can result in overuse of certain simplistic items in their teaching.

 Portfolio assessment: Advantages: provides evidence of student effort; helps students to be more autonomous; students have a chance to edit 
their work; fosters refl ection and self-monitoring. Disadvantages: time-consuming; requires more marking and evaluation time for the teacher; 
teachers may need extra training in selecting best pieces; work completed away from the classroom may not be all the student’s own work.

4 (Suggested answers)

1 Problem: all answer options are correct. Solution: ensure that the distractors do not fi t into the sentence, but also that they are not so wrong as 
to make the correct answer obvious. Suggested rewrite: change answer options as follows: a very b completely c much d absolutely

2 Problem: more than one ordering solution is possible. Solutions: show the fi rst word by giving it an initial capital letter and the last by adding 
a full stop; add in punctuation; reduce the number of words so that only the structure being taught is tested; pair some words up. Suggested 
rewrite: 

 exam, / had / hadn’t / have / If / passed / repeat / she / she / the / the / to / would / year.

3 This would seem to be a good essay question as it comes close to ensuring that all candidates have the same chance of success. It does not 
unfairly favour those who have some specialist knowledge.

4 Problem: more information is required in the rubric about who the writer is. Suggested rewrite: Reply to the following email from a friend of 
your sister’s whom you know moderately well .

5 Problem: question is not specifi c enough; does not provide enough of a framework for students to base their arguments on; the words ‘in 40 
seconds’ appear twice; uses the imperative ‘Say …’ instead of a more specifi c instruction like ‘Explain …’ or ‘Describe …’; does not allow for 
the student to express his or her own opinion. Solution: tighten up the question; remove repetitions; provide students with some basic idea 
on which to build their argument; allow student to express his or her own opinion. Suggested rewrite: ‘Children should not be locked up in a 
classroom all day.’ Explain why you think it is important or not important for children to go to school. You will have 40 seconds to do this.

5 (Suggested answers)

1 Upper-intermediate (or strong Intermediate)

2 Language systems: gap-fi ll for passive forms, the simple past, subject/object pronouns, spelling, punctuation; Language skills: reading 
comprehension; writing (e.g. ‘Describe what happened to Steve’), speaking (e.g. ‘Describe a long journey that you have been on.’).
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