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Edexcel 
international 
qualifications 
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A side-by-side  
comparison with other 
awarding organisations

Pearson  
Edexcel

Other awarding 
Organisations

Progression to the world’s top universities?
Their international qualifications give your child the  
best chance of getting into Oxford, Cambridge or  
another of the world’s top universities.

 
Yes

 
Yes

UK regulated qualifications?
They offer both UK regulated qualifications and 
international qualifications that are most closely aligned 
to the highly respected British educational system.

Yes ✘

A modern 9-1 grading system?
Their GCSE and International GCSE qualifications 
have used the modern and most awarded 9-1 grading 
scale since UK reform in 2017-2020 avoiding a ‘mixed 
currency’.

Yes ✘

A choice of modular or linear International GCSEs?
They offer learners a choice of modular or linear 
assessment routes at International GCSE.

Yes ✘

A choice of paper-based or onscreen 
assessment?
They offer learners a choice of paper-based or 
onscreen assessment routes for International GCSE 
and International A level exams, including mock exams.

Yes ✘

Free access to exam scripts for teaching staff?
They offer teaching staff free online access to learners’ 
exam scripts, so educators can make timely decisions 
about requesting a review of marking if a learner 
doesn’t achieve their expected grade.

Yes Yes

Universities recognise the qualification 
not the awarding organisation

From June 2025

Still in development 
stages

Still some instances 
of older A*–G grading

You can find your local  
Pearson Edexcel school at  
quals.pearson/find-a-centre

http://quals.pearson/find-a-centre

