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Recognition by 
the world’s top  
20 universities   

University QS  
Ranking

Times  
Higher  

Education 
ranking

Pearson 
Edexcel 

International 
A level  

recognition

Massachusetts 
Institute of  
Technology (MIT)

1 2 ✓

Imperial College 
London 2 9 ✓

University of Oxford 3 1 ✓

Harvard University 4 3 ✓1

University of 
Cambridge 5 5 ✓

Stanford University 6 6 ✓1

ETH Zurich 7 11 ✓1

National University of 
Singapore (NUS) 8 17 ✓

University College 
London (UCL) 9 n/a ✓

California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech) 10 7 ✓

University of 
Pennsylvania 11 =14 ✓1

University of California, 
Berkeley (UCB) 12 8 ✓

The University of 
Melbourne 13 n/a ✓

Peking University 14 13 ✓1

Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore 
(NTU)

15 n/a ✓

Cornell University 16 20 ✓

University of Hong 
Kong 17 n/a ✓

University of Sydney 18 n/a ✓

University of New 
South Wales (UNSW 
Sydney)

19 n/a ✓

Tsinghua University 20 12 ✓1

Princeton University n/a 4 ✓1

Yale University n/a 10 ✓

University of Chicago n/a =14 ✓

John Hopkins University n/a 16 ✓

Columbia University n/a =18 ✓

University of California, 
Los Angeles n/a =18 ✓

Paris-Saclay University n/a n/a ✓2

University of California, 
San Diego n/a n/a ✓

University of 
Washington n/a n/a ✓

The top 20 universities in 
the QS and Times Higher 
Education World University 
Rankings all accept Pearson 
Edexcel International A levels. 

Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Levels 
are accepted by universities all around 
the world including: all Russell Group 
universities in the UK (including Oxford and 
Cambridge); Group of 8 universities (Go8) 
in Australia; US universities, including Yale, 
Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth College, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) and California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech); top Canadian Higher-Education 
Institutions, including the University of 
Toronto and McGill university; universities in 
Asia, including Hong Kong/China University 
of Science and Technology and the National 
University of Singapore. 

And there are many more! Search ‘Pearson 
progress to university’ to see the full list 
of universities that recognise and accept 
Pearson Edexcel qualifications.

Rankings according to QS and Times Higher Education 
2025 world university rankings.

1 �These universities accept Pearson Edexcel 
International A levels but have not provided us with a 
written recognition statement to that effect.

2 �The Centre ENIC-NARIC of France has confirmed that 
International A levels are considered comparable to 
level 4 qualifications or the Baccalaureate in France


