
Activity 3
Imagine that you are making a film of ‘The Secret Chamber’. 
How would you create a gripping and creepy atmosphere? Use a 
storyboard like the one below to develop your ideas in detail.
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4 Setting and atmosphere
You are learning: 

•	how	to	create	an	effective	
setting	and	atmosphere.	

Gothic	stories	rely	heavily	on	setting	and	atmosphere.	Writers	try	to	
create	a	clear	and	imaginative	setting	or	‘place’	where	the	action	
happens.	Then	they	describe	that	setting	in	ways	that	give	it	a	
powerful	atmosphere	or	‘mood’.

3 Look at this unfinished sketch 
of the scene described in ‘The 
Secret Chamber’. You will also 
see a couple of quotations 
linked to details in the sketch. 
Copy the sketch, finish it, and 
then add more quotations 
from the story.

2 There are seven gaps in the story. Write the numbers 1 to 7 and 
next to each number write a good word or phrase to fill the gap in 
the story. Try to choose words that will build the right atmosphere.

Sharpen your skills Adjectives 
Sometimes when we write we use dull, unimaginative words such as nice, big, dark,  
but to create a creepy atmosphere it is important to choose words more carefully.

Imagine you are walking on a quiet country road. You are on your own and lost.  
You suddenly come across a large, very old, empty-looking house, and you wonder 
whether to knock and ask for help.

1 Write down at least ten effective adjectives to describe the house to make it sound 
scary. Here are three examples: gloomy, abandoned, creaky. Now think of ten more.

2 When you have done that, try making up five similes to describe the house. Here are 
two examples: like a blind monster; as spooky as a graveyard. Now think of five more.

You could use a thesaurus and a dictionary to help you find the best words.

‘…six of them lying packed 
together, side by side…’

‘…hands resting quietly 
on their chests…’
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Activity 1
Think about a scary film or TV programme you have seen. Think 
about a particularly scary part of it. Make a list of the things that 
helped to make it so scary. Typical items might include night 
(setting); creepy music (atmosphere). 

Activity 2
In this extract from The Golem’s Eye by Jonathan Stroud,  
Kitty is exploring a crypt – a cellar under a church – where  
people have been buried. She discovers a secret chamber at the  
end of the crypt. Some words are missing from the extract. 

1 Read the extract.

The Secret Chamber

The true end of the chamber was not much further than the illusory one 
through which she had fallen, perhaps only three metres away from where she 
stood. The [ 1 ] mould had disregarded the false barrier and marched straight 
through: it clad the walls, and floor, and what lay on the floor, and shone with 
a [ 2 ] radiance in the cold light of her lantern. But despite its thick coating, it 
did not obscure the objects that lay arranged in a neat row between the walls; 
their nature was all too clear. There were six of them lying packed together, 
side by side, their heads flung out towards Kitty, their legs pointing away 
towards the back wall of the chamber, their [ 3 ] hands resting quietly on their 
chests. The sealed conditions of the crypt had ensured that their flesh had 
not entirely rotted through; instead it had shrunk about the skeletons, so that 
the jaws of the skulls were drawn downwards by the [ 4 ] skin, giving them 
permanent expressions of unbridled terror. The skin itself was blackened like 
fossil wood or tortured leather. The eyes had entirely [ 5 ] away. All six were 
clothed strangely, in old-fashioned suits; heavy boots rested on their lolling 
feet. The ribcage of one [ 6 ] through his shirt. Their hair remained exactly as it 
had been in life; it flowed from the dreadful heads like [ 7 ]. Kitty noticed that 
one of the men still had a mop of beautiful auburn curls.


