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Teacher GuideYear 3 | Unit 1: Nouns, verbs and adjectives

Lesson 1: Revising nouns

Introduction 5 minutes

• Remind students about their Year 2 learning on nouns.
• Display the term ‘noun’ on the board or screen, and clarify that nouns can name people, things, 

events or ideas.
• Ask students what they remember about plural nouns.
• Display the words ‘lesson’ and ‘lessons’, and ‘class’ and ‘classes’ on the board or screen. 
• Ask students to comment on how the spellings of the words in each pair differ, and then on how the 

meanings of the words in each pair differ.
• Ask students to complete Activity 1.

Exploring the skill 10 minutes

• Read through the Activity 2 ‘Grammar guide’ in the student book and ensure understanding, 
explaining the terms ‘consonant’ and ‘vowel’ if necessary.

• Ask students to suggest one other example of a noun for each category. (If students struggle, 
suggest ‘photo’, ‘city’, ‘boy’ and ‘wolf’.)

• Together, form the plurals of these words.
• Ask students to complete Activity 2.
• For support: Suggest that pairs or groups complete the activity together.
• Take feedback on Activity 2, discussing any errors and asking students to help correct them. 

Ensure students are confi dent in their understanding before moving on.

Plenary 5 minutes

• Ask students to complete Activity 3.
• Challenge students to recap the rules for forming plural nouns.
• Explain that these rules will be useful during the next lesson.
• Ask students to mark their understanding using the Lesson 1 Student Checkpoints.
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Lesson 3: Revising adjectives

Introduction 10 minutes

• Remind students about their Year 2 learning on words used for describing.
• Display the term ‘adjective’ on the board or screen, and explain that describing words are called 

adjectives.
• Ask some students to point to an object or act out a sensation (for example, ‘hot’ or ‘sleepy’), and the 

rest of the class to suggest adjectives that could describe it.
• Ask some students to then suggest adjectives fi rst, for which the rest of the class fi nd matching objects 

or act out matching sensations.
• Ask students to complete Activity 1.
• Take feedback on Activity 1, checking that students found all fi ve of the adjectives in the sentences.

Exploring the skill 5 minutes

• Display the following sentences on the board or screen:
• The gleaming ship landed. 
• We explored a alien planet. 
• It was important a mission.

• Ask students to identify which sentences are constructed incorrectly.
• Correct these sentences with help from students. Note the change of ‘a’ to ‘an’ when the third sentence 

is rearranged.
• Ask students to complete Activity 2.

Plenary 5 minutes

• Ask students to complete Activity 3.
• For support: Ask pairs to discuss their appearance with a partner, before writing their answers.
• Ask students to mark their understanding using the Lesson 3 Student Checkpoints.

Lesson 2: Revising singular verbs

Introduction 5 minutes

• Remind students about their Year 2 learning on verbs.
• Display the term ‘verb’ on the board or screen, and clarify that verbs name actions.
• Display the following pairs of sentences on the board or screen.

• I play. Mo plays.
• I watch. Mo watches.

• Ask students to explain how verbs change depending on who is doing the action. 
• Focus on the added ‘s’ and ‘es’ in the verbs after ‘Mo’. Ask students to explain when ‘es’ should be used, 

referring to the Activity 1 ‘Grammar guide’ in the student book.
• Ask students to complete Activity 1.

Exploring the skill 10 minutes

• Read through the Activity 2 ‘Grammar guide’ in the student book. Ask students to compare this with the 
previous lesson’s Activity 2 ‘Grammar guide’, on page XX in the student book. 

• Ask students to complete Activity 2.
• For support: Suggest that pairs or groups complete the activity together.
• Take feedback on Activity 2, discussing any errors and asking students to help correct them. 

Ensure students are confi dent in their understanding before moving on.

Plenary 5 minutes

• Ask students to complete Activity 3.
• Ask pairs to check each other’s work to ensure accuracy.
• Ask students to mark their understanding using the Lesson 2 Student Checkpoints.
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Activity 1: Reading

1  Underline the nouns. Circle the verbs.

a  The garden grows.

b  A car zooms past the house. (5)

2  Underline the adjectives.

a  Look at that enormous spider! 

b  Bright, warm sunshine fi lled the garden. (3)

3  Underline the noun phrase in each sentence.

a  Some visitors arrived.

b  Then a beautiful rainbow appeared.

c  I drank the warm, tasty soup. (3)

 Total marks for Activity 1: 11

Lesson 4: Expanding noun phrases

Introduction 5 minutes

• Display the word ‘phrase’ on the board or screen, and ask students if they know what the term means.
• Explain that a phrase is a group of at least two words that means one thing.
• Point to a book, and display the phrase ‘the book’ on the board or screen. Explain that this is a ‘noun 

phrase’: it is more than one word, but it still means the thing named by the noun.
• Add an adjective to the phrase (for example, ‘the red book’ / ‘the big book’).
• Ask students if this phrase still means the thing you pointed to, named by the noun.
• Ask students to complete Activity 1.
• Take feedback on Activity 1, and together identify the noun (and pronoun), adjective(s) and verb in each 

sentence. 

Exploring the skill 10 minutes

• Point to an object, different from the book used in the introduction activity.
• Ask students to suggest a simple, two-word noun phrase for the object: ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ and a noun.
• Ask students to suggest adjectives that could describe the object, and then to add them to the simple 

noun phrase.
• Explain that students have ‘expanded’ the simple noun phrase: they have made it bigger and more 

detailed. 
• Ask students to complete Activity 2.
• For support: Suggest that groups discuss their answers before writing them.

Plenary 5 minutes

• Ask students to complete Activity 3 (which examines their answers to Activity 2).
• Ask pairs to compare their expanded noun phrases with those of their partner. They should discuss what 

information each adjective has added to the noun.
• Ask students to mark their understanding using the Lesson 4 Student Checkpoints.
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5   Write three short sentences about your home. 
Include at least one expanded noun phrase in each sentence.

(3)

 Total marks for Activity 2: 11

 TOTAL MARKS FOR TEST: 22

Activity 2: Writing

1   Complete this sentence by adding ‘a’ or ‘an’ and a singular noun in each gap.

  Outside the window, I can see 

 and . (2)

2   Complete this sentence by adding ‘the’ or ‘some’ and a plural noun 
in each gap.

  I pass  and 

 on my way home. (2)

3  Complete these sentences by adding a singular verb in each gap.

a  What do you do at the weekend?

 At the weekend, I .

b  Think of your favourite animal. What does it do?

 The animal . (2)

4   Complete these sentences by adding ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘the’ or ‘some’ 
and an adjective in each gap.

a  sun had disappeared.

b  Instead,  clouds fi lled the sky. (2)
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