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Welcome to today’s 
ceremony
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A celebration of star educators in 
international schools across the world



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHER AWARDS

The 2026 Teacher Awards categories

International School 
Teacher of the Year

The teachers who create 
magic in their classroom, go 

the extra mile for their 
students, create extraordinary 

learning opportunities, and 
operate at an exceptional 

level.

International School 
Leader of the Year

The leaders who create 
exceptional teaching and 

learning environments for their 
students and staff, who lead 
by example and strengthen 

their school communities as a 
result.

International School 
Innovator of the Year

The educators who are 
spearheading innovative 

educational projects or taking 
a new and exciting approach 

to teaching and learning to 
make a real difference to 

education outcomes

Lifetime Achievement 
Award

An educator who has dedicated 
their professional – and often 

personal – life to education, 
who is universally respected 
and delivers real change and 

unity in their school community 
and beyond.
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2026

International School 
Innovator of the Year
Introducing the 2026 finalists and announcing our regional winners
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PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR

Our judging team 
for Innovator of 
the Year

Josh Meredith

Head of International 
Assessment at Pearson School 
Qualifications International
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For this award, our judges were looking for 
educators and leaders who are spearheading 
innovative educational projects, leading 
game-changing curricular or extracurricular 
activities or taking a new and exciting 
approach to teaching and learning in their 
school, to make a real difference to education 
outcomes in their international school.​

Helen Morgan

Head of Leadership 
Development and Learning 
at ECIS



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026 Innovator of 
the Year Award

Africa Finalists
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Bruno Otieno Noah

Barakah International 
School, Djibouti

"He is an exceptional 
innovator whose visionary 
approach to education has 
transformed teaching, 
learning, and student 
engagement across our 
school. His work exemplifies 
the integration of creativity, 
technology, and evidence-
based practices to deliver 
learning experiences that are 
both impactful and 
inspiring."

Ramzi Hamouti

Willow Schools, 
Algeria

"He stands out because of 
his courage, humility, and 
extraordinary commitment 
to student success. He does 
not lead from behind a desk; 
he leads from within the 
learning process itself. His 
example reminds us that true 
leadership is measured not 
by comfort, but by 
commitment.



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026 Innovator of 
the Year Award

Asia Finalists
Rob Parker

St Andrews International 
School Bangkok, Thailand

“He exemplifies innovation 
in education through his 
visionary work at our 
school and beyond and 
has uniquely advanced 
STEAM learning, creating 
transformative 
opportunities for students 
in Thailand and across 
Asia. His initiatives have 
cemented his legacy as a 
pioneer in educational 
innovation.”

Timothy Dillan

Sekolah Cendekia 
Harapan, Indonesia

"His innovation has 
transformed not only the 
computing programme at 
our school but also the wider 
educational community 
across Bali. His work 
shows how technology, 
when used thoughtfully, can 
strengthen learning, reduce 
unnecessary burdens, and 
support students as unique 
individuals."
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Fathima Sana and 
Aysha Muntaha
Iqra International School 
Bangalore, India

"Sana and Aysha have led a 
transformative and deeply 
student-centred SDG 
programme. Their work 
demonstrates a powerful 
integration of global 
awareness, community 
responsibility, and 
meaningful learning that has 
reshaped how young 
learners understand their 
place in the world. "



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026 Innovator of 
the Year Award

Australia and New 
Zealand Finalists
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Zoe Benjamin and Barb Jeffcott

Crimson Global Academy, New Zealand

"Zoe and Barb have led a whole school innovation that has 
redefined what excellence looks like in a fully online school, 
designing and implementing the CGA Way, a coherent 
model that aligns pedagogy, professional development, 
technology, and community around three pillars: Learning, 
Community, and Technology.

At the heart of this innovation is a clear articulation of 
teaching standards tailored for online education. "



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Innovator 
of the Year Award

Europe Finalists Marcela Nacif

Brave Generation Academy, 
Portugal

“She has changed the lives of 
many students, including those 
from conflict affected and 
marginalised communities. 
Through her work, she has 
made it possible for students 
with no other options to gain 
access to education. She is a 
remarkable education
innovator creating a space 
space for people to learn, 
grow and achieve their goals.”
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Ketevan Gelashvili

St. George's Georgian-
British School BGS, Georgia

"Her creative approach has 
transformed the way 
students engage with Maths 
at St. George’s Georgian-
British School BGS. She 
constantly seeks ways to 
make learning both 
meaningful and enjoyable, 
blending traditional curricula 
with imaginative, hands-on 
methods that inspire 
curiosity, collaboration, and 
critical thinking."



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Innovator 
of the Year Award

Middle East 
Finalists

Sally Saad Hassan

Alreeyada International 
School, Saudi Arabia
“She is an outstanding 
educational innovator who 
has transformed science 
teaching and learning. Her 
Student Research Incubator 
Program empowers students 
to conduct independent 
investigations and present 
their work at science fairs 
fairs and she promotes 
interdisciplinary STEM 
learning by connecting 
biology to real-world 
challenges. ”

Waqas Latif

Doha College, 
Qatar
‘He established The Medical 
Review Conference which 
provides students with an 
authentic academic platform 
to research contemporary 
medical issues, collaborate 
in teams, and present their 
findings in a formal 
conference setting. He 
has successfully led and 
grown this initiative into one 
of the most impactful 
academic enrichment 
programmes in our school."
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Mirvat Farhat

Belgravia High School, 
Qatar
"She is a true innovator 
who demonstrates a passion 
for innovative teaching 
methods and achieves
exceptional success. Her 
hands-on experiments and 
approach to teaching have 
enhanced her students' 
understanding and prepared 
them well for exams.
Feedback from students 
consistently reflects how 
well they grasp challenging 
concepts."



2026 Innovator 
of the Year Award
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Regional Winners

Pearson International School 
Teacher Awards



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Africa Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year 
Africa Winner is

Bruno Otieno Noah
Head of Mathematics at Barakah 
International School, Djibouti



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Asia Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Asia Winner is

Timothy Dillan​
Computer Science Teacher at
Sekolah Cendekia Harapan, Indonesia



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Aus + NZ Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Aus + NZ Winner is
Zoe Benjamin and Barb Jeffcott
Teaching and Learning Lead and 
Digital Learning Lead at Crimson 
Global Academy, New Zealand



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Europe Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Europe Winner is

Marcela Nacif
Head of Academics at 
Brave Generation Academy, Portugal



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Middle East Winner 
is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Innovator of the Year
Middle East Winner

Sally Saad Hassan
Head of Biology at Al Reeyada 
International School, Saudi Arabia



2026

International School 
Leader of the Year
Introducing the 2026 finalists and announcing our regional winners
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PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

Our judging team 
for Leader of the 
Year

David Albon

International Product Portfolio 
Director at Pearson School 
Qualifications International
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For this award, our judges were looking for 
leaders who create an exceptional teaching 
and learning environment for their students 
and staff, who are taking innovative 
approaches to leadership and leading by 
example and strengthening their school 
communities as a result.​

Natalie Williams

Director of Membership and 
Engagement at COBIS



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Leader of 
the Year Award

Africa Finalists Maey Elnimer

The Continental School of 
Cairo, Egypt

“She speaks about inclusion 
with urgency, clarity, and 
moral purpose, challenging 
stakeholders at every level to 
rethink access, dignity, and 
responsibility toward all 
learners - particularly those 
who are most vulnerable. She 
leads through purposeful 
delegation and  advocacy, 
equipping staff with the 
language, confidence, and 
tools needed to implement 
inclusive practices."

Manal Morcoss

Marvel International 
School, Egypt

‘They have created 
meaningful, lasting change 
for our school by placing 
learning, well-being, and 
collaboration at the heart of 
everything they do. They set 
up professional learning 
communities where teachers 
collaborate and share best 
practices, strengthening 
teamwork, improving 
teaching quality and boosting 
staff morale. Teachers feel 
trusted and empowered."
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David Sechero

Shree Cutch Sastang 
Swaminarayan Academy 
Lang’ata, Kenya

"His impact is evident 
through the respectful 
relationships he builds and 
the positive behaviour 
culture he champions. He 
models excellence in 
character, communication, 
and professionalism, 
offering students a clear 
example of responsible 
leadership and creating a 
culture where everyone feels 
seen, supported, and 
valued."



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Leader of 
the Year Award

Asia Finalists Ping Wang

Lanzhou Country Garden 
School, China

“His empathetic vision, 
innovative leadership, and 
commitment to fostering an 
inclusive, growth-oriented 
community have 
transformed our school's
culture and has had a 
profound impact on 
students. Among many 
innovations, he has launched 
the “Global Hearts” mental 
health support programme, 
recruiting trained counselors 
and student peer mentors.”

Savindi Seneviratne

Lyceum International 
School, Nugegoda, Sri Lanka

"She has made a significant 
impact on performance by 
facilitating targeted 
academic intervention
seminars, introducing 
essential life skills training for 
A Level students, a 
comprehensive, school-
wide anti-bullying initiative 
that engages students 
across all year groups and a 
holistic development 
framework that redefines the 
role of the class teacher."
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Dr Aung Myo Min

Helix International 
School, Myanmar

"He is the heartbeat of the 
school. He has made it his 
life mission to ensure that a 
student's potential is not 
restricted by geography or 
financial circumstances. By 
establishing online and on-
campus learning pathways, 
he has made it possible for 
students from suburban and 
rural communities to access 
the same rigorous 
international education as 
those in major cities."



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Leader of 
the Year Award

Europe Finalists Xenia Tsolaki Metaxa

XTMPI Xenia Tsolaki Metaxa 
Private Institute, Cyprus
“She is an exceptional leader 
showing innovative, purpose-
driven leadership grounded in 
academic excellence, 
research-informed practice, 
and deep human values. She 
completed her PhD while 
leading a school of 1,000 
students, raising four 
children, training teachers 
and teaching and mentoring 
students daily. She fully 
embodies the leader-as-
coach model.”
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James Cunningham

Hull's School, Zurich, 
Switzerland
"He believes deeply in 
collaboration and learning 
beyond the classroom, 
working with school leaders 
and partners to strengthen 
students' real-world learning 
and future pathways. He 
connects the school to 
enrichment opportunities 
with organisations such as 
UBS, the Zurich Film Festival, 
and academic Olympiads, 
opening doors for students 
far beyond the classroom."



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Leader of 
the Year Award

Middle East 
Finalists

Jala Aakho

Al Ittihad International 
Schools, Jordan

“She really knows her 
students; our goals, worries, 
and potential. She ensures 
we receive up-to-date 
academic and university 
guidance and tirelessly 
connects students with 
international scholarships, 
ensuring that financial 
barriers do not limit our 
ambition. Because of her, we 
feel informed, empowered, 
and globally prepared. ”

Jennie Kellett

Yasmina British Academy, 
United Arab Emirates

"She combines strategic 
excellence with values-
driven leadership, delivering 
sustained impact for 
students, teachers, and the 
wider school. She leads with 
kindness, integrity, and 
clarity of purpose, and her 
influence extends beyond 
the school through 
curriculum initiatives that 
position the school as a 
regional leader."
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Dilovan Hazim Ahmed

Duhok British 
International School, Iraq

"He leads with clarity, 
purpose, and compassion, 
ensuring that students and 
staff feel supported, 
respected, and motivated to 
achieve. He is visible in 
classrooms, engaged with 
students, and supportive of 
staff initiatives. With parents 
and stakeholders, he 
strengthens trust and 
reinforces the school’s 
reputation."



2026 Leader
of the Year Award
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Regional Winners

Pearson International School 
Teacher Awards



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year
Africa Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year 
Africa Winner is

Manal Morcoss
School Leader at Marvel International 
School, Egypt



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year
Asia Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year 
Asia Winner is

Dr Aung Myo Min
CEO and Founder at Helix 
International School, Myanmar



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year
Europe Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year 
Europe Winner is

James Cunningham
Principal at Hull's School, 
Zurich, Switzerland



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year 
Middle East Winner is



Our 2026 
International School 
Leader of the Year 
Middle East Winner is

Jala Aakho
Head at Al Ittihad International 
Schools, Jordan



2026

International School 
Teacher of the Year
Introducing the 2026 finalists and announcing our regional winners
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PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR

Our judging team 
for Teacher of 
the Year

Maggie Johnstone

Director of Teacher 
Recruitment at Teacher 
Horizons

Lisa Evans

Director of International 
Marketing at Pearson School 
Qualifications International
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For this award, our judges were looking for the 
most exceptional, talented and inspiring 
educators in international schools – those 
teachers who create magic in their 
classroom, go the extra mile for their students, 
create extraordinary learning opportunities 
and operate at an exceptional level.​



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Teacher of 
the Year Award

Africa Finalists Oluwaseyi Samson 
Popoola
Children's International 
School Lagos, Nigeria
“He goes far beyond 
delivering lessons; he 
shapes character, builds 
confidence, and creates a 
learning environment where 
every student feels seen and 
valued. His genuine care for 
his students makes him 
stand out as an inspiring 
educator. His collaborative 
spirit strengthens teamwork 
among staff and contributes 
to a positive professional 
culture within the school.”

Sukaina Mahmood 
Khatau
Nairobi Jaffery 
Academy, Kenya
"She helps us outside the 
classroom, staying after 
school, explaining a topic 
many times in different ways, 
or checking in with students 
to see how they are doing. 
She always notices when 
someone is falling 
behind  and takes immediate 
action to help them get back 
on track. Because of this, we 
have grown into confident 
students who believe in 
themselves."
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Nelita Mbae

The Mombasa 
Academy, Kenya
"She consistently models 
professionalism and 
integrity. She supports 
extracurricular programmes 
and volunteers her time to 
help organise reading 
competitions, drama 
activities, and parent 
workshops. She fosters a 
positive school culture, is an 
outstanding teacher and a 
powerful force for good 
within our international 
school community. "



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Teacher of 
the Year Award

Asia Finalists Maryam Hussain

Beaconhouse School 
System, Pakistan
“She embodies the qualities 
of an inspiring international 
educator: cultural sensitivity, 
adaptability, empathy, and a 
genuine commitment to 
student growth. Her impact 
extends far beyond 
academics, creating a 
learning environment where 
every student feels valued, 
challenged, and capable and 
her influence on colleagues 
is equally profound.”

Dr Thinzar Theint 
Theint Thu
YOUTH International 
College, Myanmar
"They bring real warmth and 
patience that touches 
students and staff alike. They 
notice when someone 
seems off and offer a word 
or two that helps or they 
adjust how they teach if 
someone learns differently. 
New teachers go to them for 
tips on handling classes or 
sharing materials. Their
kindness and steady support 
leaves a mark on everyone."
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Nay Nwe Lwin

Hinthar International 
School, Myanmar
"She is an exceptional 
teacher who consistently 
shows kindness, dedication, 
and outstanding ability. She 
explains lessons clearly, 
adapts her teaching 
methods to suit different 
learners, and uses engaging 
activities to make lessons 
interesting and meaningful. 
She is a trusted teacher 
whom students admire and 
appreciate."



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Teacher of 
the Year Award

Europe Finalists Rachael Brett-
Summers
ELIS Murcia, Spain

“Her commitment to 
pedagogical improvement, 
her innovative leadership, 
and her unwavering care for 
learners reaches far beyond 
her own classroom. Her Find 
and Fetch whole-school 
initiative has transformed 
how retrieval is understood 
and used across the school 
and has had a substantial 
impact. Pupils are more 
motivated, confident, and 
more engaged in learning.”

Raquel Sánchez Nieto

ELIS Murcia, Spain

"She embodies the very best 
of our profession; alongside 
her responsibilities, she has 
pursued a Master’s degree in 
Child Psychology, not for 
status or advancement, but to 
deepen her understanding of 
how young people develop, 
behave, and learn. She offers 
quiet but highly effective 
academic and pastoral 
leadership, maintaining a 
clear, strategic overview of 
students’ journeys."
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Guy Garden

ELIS Villamartín, Spain

"He is a dedicated and 
inspirational teacher in and 
out of the classroom and a 
model of kindness and 
dedication, generously 
giving his time and 
knowledge to all students 
and colleagues. His loyalty 
and tireless commitment to 
each student goes far 
beyond the classroom, 
encouraging all students to 
perform to their full 
potential."



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LEADER OF THE YEAR

2026  Teacher of 
the Year Award

Middle East 
Finalists

Kofi Lawrence Adams

The English School 
Fahaheel, Kuwait
“His dedication, kindness, 
and integrity have had a 
lasting impact. He creates 
meaningful learning 
experiences, bringing 
business education to life in 
ways that extend far beyond 
the classroom and giving 
students valuable real-world 
insight into how businesses 
operate, helping students 
connect their learning to the 
world around them in a 
practical and inspiring way.”

Saed Al-Twal

Al Ittihad School, Jordan

"He exemplifies excellence 
in teaching and leadership 
within the classroom. He has 
a remarkable ability to make 
complex concepts clear, 
engaging, and relevant to 
real life. He provides 
additional support when 
needed, challenges high 
achievers to reach their full 
potential, and fosters a 
classroom culture built on 
respect, curiosity, and 
resilience."
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Aishah Ahmed 
Nekiwala
MiSK Schools, Saudi 
Arabia
"Her passion for teaching is 
evident in every lesson, and 
her classroom is welcoming, 
engaging, and motivating. 
She explains concepts 
clearly and patiently, 
ensuring all students feel 
confident to participate and 
ask questions. Her kindness, 
encouragement, and 
dedication have made a 
lasting impact on our 
academic progress and 
personal growth."



2026 Teacher
of the Year Award
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Regional Winners

Pearson International School 
Teacher Awards



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year
Africa Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year 
Africa Winner is

Sukaina Mahmood Khatau
Mathematics Teacher at Nairobi Jaffery 
Academy, Kenya



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year
Asia Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year 
Asia Winner is

Dr Thinzar Theint Theint Thu
Chemistry Teacher at YOUTH 
International College, Myanmar



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year
Europe Winner is...



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year 
Europe Winner is

Raquel Sánchez Nieto
Middle School Coordinator and 
Teacher at ELIS Murcia, Spain



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year 
Middle East Winner is



Our 2026 
International School 
Teacher of the Year 
Middle East Winner is

Kofi Lawrence Adams
Head of Economics and Business Studies 
at The English School Fahaheel, Kuwait



Pearson International 
School Teacher 
Awards
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Global Winners

Announcing the 2026



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHER AWARDS

A reminder of the 2026 Teacher Awards categories

International School 
Teacher of the Year

The teachers who create 
magic in their classroom, go 

the extra mile for their 
students, create extraordinary 

learning opportunities, and 
operate at an exceptional 

level.

International School 
Leader of the Year

The leaders who create 
exceptional teaching and 

learning environments for their 
students and staff, who lead 
by example and strengthen 

their school communities as a 
result.

International School 
Innovator of the Year

The educators who are 
spearheading innovative 

educational projects or taking 
a new and exciting approach 

to teaching and learning to 
make a real difference to 

education outcomes

Lifetime Achievement 
Award

An educator who has dedicated 
their professional – and often 

personal – life to education, 
who is universally respected 
and delivers real change and 

unity in their school community 
and beyond.
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2026
Pearson
International School 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award
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A discretionary award given each year to an educator who has dedicated 
their professional – and often personal – life to education, who is 
universally respected and delivers real change and unity in their school 
community and beyond.
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Extracts from her proposers:

"She consistently demonstrates exceptional 
leadership, integrity and dedication to her 
profession and to the people she works with. She 
is the kind of leader who can balance strategic 
thinking and enforce work ethics with genuine 
empathy, creating an environment where 
collaboration and innovation naturally thrive."

" Her unwavering support, compassion, and 
professionalism have created a nurturing 
environment that benefits students, teachers, 
and staff alike. I've had the privilege of working 
alongside her for 18 years, and I can attest that 
she is not only an exceptional leader but also a 
mentor who inspires and motivates those around 
her."

"Every day working with her has been a lesson in 
dedication, resilience, and humanity. Her 
brilliance is matched only by her humility, and her 
professionalism is strengthened by her genuine 
kindness. For over two decades, she has 
consistently demonstrated transformative 
leadership that deserves international 
recognition."

"To say that she is an icon is no understatement...

2026 
Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award 

Our Winner

PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
TEACHER AWARDS

... Having known her for over 30 years, I 
have been both a student and employee 
of hers, and she is a role model I look up to 
every day. She has dedicated her life to 
our school; she is considered one of the 
pioneers of the International GCSE 
system in Egypt and she has created a 
learning environment that is appreciated 
by everyone inside and outside the 
school.“

Our Pearson panel comments
“She is a prominent education leader; 
widely recognised for her leadership and 
contributions to international education in 
Egypt for the last 40 years. She believes in 
providing a balanced, multicultural 
education that promotes academic 
excellence, critical thinking, personal 
responsibility, and lifelong learning 
and her leadership style emphasises high 
standards, continuous improvement, and 
the holistic development of students 
within an internationally recognised 
educational framework. Her impact has 
been huge, and she is extremely well 
deserving of this global award."

"



Once announced, ask Mark to say a few words

Our 2026 
International School 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award Winner 

Hoda Soliman
Principal at October Language School 
(Manor House School), Egypt



2026

Pearson
International School 
Innovator of the Year
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Awarded each year to an educator who is spearheading innovative 
educational projects or taking a new and exciting approach to teaching 
and learning to make a real difference to education outcomes.
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The nominations

“This young and bright teacher's innovation has 
transformed not only the computing 
programme at our school but also the wider 
educational community. His work 
demonstrates how technology, when used 
thoughtfully, can strengthen learning, reduce 
unnecessary burdens, and support students as 
unique individuals."

"By using AI for initial assessment scaffolding, 
he has redirected teacher energy from 
'marking' to 'mentoring.' Teachers now have an 
extra hours per week for their Personal 
Development and One-on-One Session with 
students, transforming feedback from a 
critique of the past into actionable strategies 
for future learning. Students also benefit from 
improved clarity and structure in their 
academic tasks.

His contributions reflect a deep understanding 
of both pedagogy and digital design, and the 
impact of his work is visible every day in the way 
students and teachers interact with academic 
processes.”

"His influence extends beyond the 
school. He has taught and encouraged 
more than 300 teachers to adopt AI tools 
as partners in their teaching practice, 
helping educators understand how AI can 
support administrative tasks, improve 
efficiency, and free up time to focus on 
student development."

Our judges’ comments

“He is a driving force behind a brighter 
future, using innovation to make a real 
difference for students and teachers. 
From developing an app that has reduced 
admin queries by 40% to integrating AI in 
ways that free up time for mentoring, the 
impact is clear and measurable. By 
training hundreds of teachers to use 
these tools confidently, his focus remains 
firmly on supporting learning, not just 
technology.”

2026 
International 
Innovator of 
the Year

Our Global 
Award Winner

PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
TEACHER AWARDS



Our 2026 
International 
School Innovator 
of the Year Winner

Timothy Dillan
Computer Science Teacher at Sekolah 
Cendekia Harapan, Indonesia

Once announced, ask Zubeeda to say a few words



2026

Pearson 
International School 
Leader of the Year
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Awarded each year to a school leader who creates exceptional teaching 
and learning environments for their students and staff, who leads by 
example and strengthens their school communities as a result.
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The nominations

“This leader has made his life mission to ensure 
that a student's potential should not be 
restricted by geography or financial 
circumstances. By establishing both online and 
on-campus learning pathways, he has made it 
possible for students from suburban and rural 
communities to access the same rigorous 
international education as those in major cities. 
He also initiated a merit-based scholarship 
program offering up to 100% tuition support 
for high-achieving students, opening doors for 
learners who might otherwise never have 
considered an international education 
pathway, and a partnership with a leading bank 
to provide educational loans, ensuring financial 
barriers never stop one of our students from 
pursuing further studies.”

"He ensures students see pathways to the 
world beyond our country. He also organises 
free webinars on international education 
pathways open to the general public, not just 
school families."

"He never leads behind the desk; he is in the...

… school grounds, at the sports field and 
on the front lines of crisis. In September 
2024, when floods devastated Taungoo, 
he personally led our school family into 
the affected villages, delivering aid to 
240 households. Again, after the 
devastating 2025 earthquake, he was 
there, providing for 100 families and 
supporting Mandalay Hospital. Seeing 
him fundraising and carrying supplies 
alongside everyone else inspires a level of 
respect and unity among students and 
staff."

Our judges’ comments

“He is an extraordinary leader whose 
vision, compassion and humanity are 
obvious for all to see and an inspiration to 
his school community, his students and 
staff. He leads with heart and as one of his 
nominators said, 'He does not simply 
manage a school; he uplifts a community 
and inspires those around him to become 
better versions of themselves.' He is a 
very worthy global winner.”

2026 
International 
Leader of 
the Year

Our Global 
Award Winner

PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
TEACHER AWARDS



Once announced, ask Ronan to say a few words

Our 2026 
International 
School Leader 
of the Year Winner
Dr Aung Myo Min
CEO and Founder of Helix International 
School, Myanmar



2026

Pearson
International School 
Teacher of the Year
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Awarded each year to a teacher who creates magic in their classroom, 
goes the extra mile for their students, creates extraordinary 
learning opportunities, and operates at an exceptional level.
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The nominations

“This exceptional international educator 
embodies the very best of our profession: 
intellectual rigour, moral clarity, and an 
unwavering commitment to the flourishing of 
young people. Her work consistently goes 
beyond the delivery of curriculum and reaches 
into the deeper work of shaping confident, 
thoughtful, and compassionate individuals.”

"She creates classrooms that are purposeful, 
inclusive, and alive with learning. She holds high 
expectations and meets them with warmth, 
clarity, and precision. Students are 
encouraged to think carefully, articulate their 
ideas with confidence, and take genuine 
ownership of their progress. She is deeply 
attentive to individual needs, routinely 
adapting her practice, offering additional 
support beyond lessons, and working closely 
with families and colleagues to ensure that 
every student feels known and valued."

"What distinguishes her most clearly is her 
commitment to understanding the whole child. 
Alongside her role, she has pursued a Master’s 
degree in Child Psychology, to deepen her...

...understanding of how young people 
develop, behave, and learn. She has led a 
pioneering programme of relationships 
education focused on healthy 
behaviours, boundaries, and self-respect. 
The impact has been immediate, with 
students demonstrating greater maturity 
in their interactions, and a clear shift in 
how they talk about relationships and 
personal wellbeing.

"She is an educator of rare calibre. She 
shapes culture, changes lives, and leaves 
a legacy that will endure well beyond the 
classroom."

Our judges’ comments

“This educator embodies the 
professionalism, innovation, curiosity and 
commitment of an outstanding 
international school teacher. She is 
changing young learners' lives with her 
commitment to supporting her students 
both in and out of the classroom. Her 
impact is tangible and lasting. She is a 
very worthy global winner of this award.”

2026 
International 
Teacher of 
the Year

Our Global 
Award Winner

PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
TEACHER AWARDS



Once announced, ask Loretta to say a few words

Our 2026 
International 
School Teacher 
of the Year Winner
Raquel Sánchez Nieto
Middle School Coordinator and Teacher 
of Lengua at ELIS Murcia, Spain



Congratulations to all 
our 2026 winners and 
finalists!

You are all exceptional international school educators, and it is 
a privilege to recognise your achievements.



PEARSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHER AWARDS

Digital 
certificates will be 
with you later 
today.

Trophies and 
certificates will be 
presented to you 
in September

Each finalist and winner will 
receive a personalised Pearson 
International School Teacher 
Awards trophy and certificate to 
showcase your achievements.

Our local team will be in contact 
with all our finalists, regional 
winners and global winners soon.

If they can, they will arrange to 
visit your school and present you 
with your award.

Our winners’ list will be updated 
on our website later today.

Sharing your successes

We’d love to see you with your 
trophies on social media! 

If you do post, please tag 
#PearsonInternationalSchoolTe
acherAwards and we’ll reshare!

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.

Presenting your awards



Thank you and 
goodbye!

2026 Pearson International 
School Teacher Awards
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