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Introduction

Readiness Test: An overview

The Pearson English International Certificate Readiness Testis an online assessment of English
language proficiency forindividuals and groups of test takers. Itis designed to assess a
candidate’s readiness to take the Pearson English International Certificate Exam (PEIC) - either
the paperorcomputer-basedversion. The test measures a student’s English language
competency andreports a ‘readiness’ status at the overall and skill level. There are 4 tests - one
eachat CEFRlevels A2,B1,B2and Cl.

The test score report provides the overall test readiness status, supplemented with skill statuses,
performance summaries, and recommendations for future study. Suggested activities are also
included forarange of Pearson courseware titles. Results can be reported at both the group and
individual level. The assessment is delivered digitally through the Pearson English Test Hub, which
also stores and displays the results of the test.
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The purpose of the test

The testis designed to be used by test takers intending to take the paper or computer-based
versions of the Pearson English International Certificate (PEIC). It providesinformationto a test
takerontheirreadiness to take this test by indicating the likelihood of them passing the test at the
desiredlevel. Teachers also have access to group reports, to help them understand if their class
of studentsisready to attempt the PEIC.

The information providedincludes:

+ Anoverallreadiness status (Ready, Potentially Ready, Not Ready)

+ Aprofile of sub-skill scores, which show the strengths and weaknesses foreach test taker
(Ready, Potentially Ready, Not Ready)

+ Performance summaries, recommendations for further study, and links to Pearson
courseware.

The group report alsoincludes:

« Aprofile of overall and sub-skill scores for a group showing strengths or weaknesses (Ready,
Potentially Ready, Not Ready).

As well asindicating readiness, the test score reports can be used by test takers and teachers to
inform theirlearning and test preparation plans.

Whois it for?

The testis designed for secondary and adult learners who are aged 14 or older, planning to take
the Pearson English International Certificate (PEIC) General Test.

Why take anintegrated skills test?

Some of the questions Readiness Test test a single skill, such as speaking or writing. When
assessing these skills, we test traits such as pronunciation and fluency, the ability to argue, as well
as written conventions, along with grammar and vocabulary.

A number of the questions on the test are integrated skills questions. These questions test more
than one skill at the same time. Using integrated skills questions means that the Readiness Test is
abettertest of alearner’s English. Inreallife and in the classroom, learners use more than one skill
to complete communicative tasks. To order somethingin arestaurant, we need tolisten and
speak, andto take notesin aclassroom, we need to listen and write. Integrated skills questions
testhow well learners can use the skills they have learnt and practised in the classroom and used
inreallife. On a practical level, integrated skills also means that the test length can be reduced,
which is of benefit to the teacher.
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Test Design

The Readiness Test is designed specifically to measure language proficiency. The test construct
isbased on actionable learner outcomes as embodied in can-do statements in the Common
European Framework of Languages and the Global Scale of English General learning objectives. It
is built onthe body of applied linguistic research of the last 50 years, which prioritises the ability
touselanguagein contextrather thanjust knowledge of the language. In order to use language
effectively, itis assumed that learners require certain knowledge of the systems of language,
such as grammar, vocabulary and phonemic systems.

The test explicitly measures language as a unitary trait. It also provides a breakdown of sub-skills
forthe convenience of users to provide some insights into the relative strengths and weaknesses
of test takers.

The test suite contains 4 tests: Test A2, Test B1, Test B2 and Test C1. The tests use fixed, linear
forms. The total time of the testis approximately 60 minutes, although this may vary slightly
according to level. Each test has three parts:

Part1- Part1tests Reading. There are 2 item types in this section.
Part 2 - Part 2 assesses Speaking and Listening. There are 7 item types in this section.
Part 3 - Part 3 assesses Writing. There are 2 item types in this section.

Testitems are primarily integrated skills. Speaking and writing items utilise automated scoring
technologies, described below.

Common European Framework levels

The following table contains the summary descriptors published in the CEFR (Council of Europe,
2001, p. 24). These descriptors informed the development of the testitems as well as the
descriptorsusedinthe score reports.

A2 Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to
areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family

The capabilities of learners at Level A2 have been information, shopping, local geography, employment).

summarised in the CEFR (Council of Europe, 2001,

Table 1, p. 24) as follows:.. Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and

direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters.

Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, immediate
environment and matters in areas of immediate need.

B1 Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar

matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc.
The capabilities of learners at Level B1 have been

summarised in the CEFR (Council of Europe, 2001, Can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area
Table 1, p. 24) as follows: where the language is spoken.

Can produce simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of
personal interest.
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Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions
and briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

B2 Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and
abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of

The capabilities of learners at Level B2 have been specialisation.

summarised in the CEFR (Council of Europe, 2001,

Table 1, p. 24) as follows:. Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes

regular interaction with proficient speakers quite possible without strain
for either party.

Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain
aviewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages
of various options.

Cc1 Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise
implicit meaning.

The capabilities of learners at Level C1 have been

summarised in the CEFR (Council of Europe, 2001, Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much

Table 1, p. 24) as follows: obvious searching for expressions.

Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and
professional purposes.

Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects,
showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and
cohesive devices.

Test Development

The questionsin the Readiness Test have been developed by international teams of writers based
inthe UK, USA, Hong Kong, and Australia.

Once written, all questions are reviewed by the teams in the different countries. Comments and
suggestions forimprovement are stored with the test questions on a secure database. The
questions then go through a further review by an expert panel, and decisions are made on the
quality of the questions, which to keep and which toreject. All questions are then thoroughly
checked by Pearson staff, and images and high-quality recordings are added to complete the
questions before they go forward to be calibrated in alarge-scale field test.

Afterthe field testing, further checks are made onitem quality based on the measurement
characteristics of the questions. Questions are eliminated from the item pool if they are too easy
ortoo difficult, if weaker learners get themright but strongerlearners get them wrong, orif they
show any bias. These checks thenresultin a bank of the best quality questions. Questions are
selected from this bank to gointo the final tests.

Readiness status validation

To establish the cut scores for the Readiness status at each test level, data from five different
sources were used. The first source was a trial of the Readiness test itself, in 5 countries, with
students taking the Readiness test and the equivalent PTE General test within 3 months of each
other. This data source was supplemented with 4 other data sets, containing alternative but

overlapping assessments, all within the same frame of reference. This resulted in over 40,000
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test attempts, covering the full CEFR range from Alto C2, being used to establish the readiness
status categories (Ready, Potentially Ready, Not Ready) for all tests.

To verify these categories, the pass/fail/merit/distinction outcome of a set of PTE General
candidates was compared with their Readiness test status. The analysis showed that none of the
candidateslabeled as ‘Ready’ failed the PTEG exam. 27% of candidates labelled as ‘Not Ready’ in
the Readiness Test went on to pass the PTE General exam. This can be explained by the time
between taking the Readiness test and the actual exam, and the additional work and preparation
that candidates did.

Automated scoring validation process

Tovalidate the automated scoring of speaking and writing items, 300 candidates were randomly
selected as the validation data set. Avalidation data setis a group of candidates whose data are
segregated out prior to psychometric analysis in order to independently test how well automated
scoring models work, once they are complete. Additionally, these candidates’ data were not
includedin the psychometric item calibration orin the scaling onto the GSE. If the test scores for
these candidates, as calculated by both automated and human scoring models, are highly
correlated, this provides evidence that the automated scoring models willwork as expected for
othernew candidatesin the operational setting.

Once the automated scoring system was developed, the responses from the validation set were
run through the same psychometric model to produce an Overall and six skill scores for each
candidate. Those human and machine scores were then correlated to compare how similar those
two kinds of scores are for each person. When candidates were identified as having extreme
scores (i.e., well outside the reported score range of the GSE and not well estimated), orwhen
they had fewer than five responses which were able to be scoredin a skill area, their scores were
excluded fromthe analyses. Thisreduced the n-count for the Overall score correlationto 288
candidates. The relationship between machine and human Overall scores was found to be avery
strong one with a correlation of .97 (see Table 1).

Table 1. Correlations between scores using machine and human scoring methods for Overall and

skillreporting areas.
Score Type Correlation

Overall .97
Listening .93
Speaking .83
Reading .90
Writing .99
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Grammar .97

Vocabulary .93

Machine scoring produces scores that are nearly identical to those that a careful humanrating
process for many item types would require (see Figure 1).

Figure 1. Scatter plot of GSE scaled scores forvalidation set candidates using human and
machine scoring methods.
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Testreporting

Test takers completing the Readiness Test are provided with a score report, providing detailed
feedback forteachers and students and helping advise future learning. The report contains the
overall and skill readiness statuses, performance summaries, recommendations, and courseware
activities (where relevant).

The overall and skill statuses are reported as follows:

+ Ready - very likely to pass the PEIC exam at that level

+ Potentially Ready - could pass the PEIC exam at that level, but willneed to work on the areas
identifiedinthe score report

+ NotReady - unlikely to pass, and recommend further study before taking the PEIC exam

Using a Readiness Test assessment map, based on Pearson assessment frameworks, item types
and test content, the score report provides test-specific performance summaries for each skill at
different CEFR levels. These describe what the test taker can do, based on theirtest responses.
The performance summaries link to recommendations, which state what test takersneedto do to
improvei.e. to passthe corresponding PEIC/PTE General exam. Recommendations are course
agnostic, but arange of Pearson courseware titles are available to provide links to specific
activities.
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Enabling skills (Vocabulary, Grammar) are reported on in the performance summaries and
recommendations where relevant, but are not given a status.

The Readiness Testis aformative assessment andis not taken at a secure test centre. Therefore,
the testresultis not for certification of the test taker’s English proficiency level, but to support the
test taker’slearning.

Test Questions

What kinds of questions are in the test and what do they
measure?

There are anumber of question types in the test, taken from the computer-based version of PEIC.
The variety of question types allows test takers to demonstrate their English ability in different
ways. There are questions where learners choose the correct option or where they write the
answer to an open question. There are questions where the learnerrepeats what has been said, as
well as questions where learners describe something or write a short essay. Not all question types
appear at all levels, with more graphical-based items at the lowerlevels to reduce cognitive load.

Reading questions

There are three reading question types. Readingis also tested as part of Read Aloud, Recall a
passage, and Listen and Read, which are all Integrated Skills questions.

Item type What do the learners have to do? What is being tested?
Choose the Right This question asks learnerstoread ashorttextand  This question tests the global
Picture. select the best picture to match with the text. understanding of short messages,

notes and short pieces of writing.

Short Answer Questions  This question asks the learnertoread alonger text This question tests the reading

and answer questions on the text. comprehension of the learner. It
tests specificinformationincluded
inthe text.
Choose the Right Word This question asks learners to read a short text and This question tests the global
or Phrase (gapfill) select the best word or phrase to complete the understanding of short messages,
text. notes and short pieces of writing.

Listening questions

Listeningis tested as part of Listen and Repeat, Listen to the conversation, Listen and Write
(Dictation), and Listen and Read (Hotspots), which are all Integrated Skills questions.
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Speaking questions

There is one speaking question type which tests only speaking. Speaking is also tested as part of
Read Aloud, Listen and Repeat, and Listento the conversation, which are Integrated Skills
questions.

Item type What do the learners have to do? What is being tested?

Describe Image This question asks the learnertolook ata This question tests the learner’s ability to speak
photograph or picture and describe what they  inanextended way linking concepts andideas.
see. It tests the accuracy of speechincluding

accurate grammar, pronunciation and stress as
well as the fluency of the speech. It tests the
use of appropriate words to describe the
photograph or picture.

Writing questions

There is one question type which tests only writing. Writing is also tested as part of Listen and
Write and Recall a passage which are Integrated Skills questions.

Item type What do the learners have to do? What is being tested?

Short Writing Task This question asks the learnerto write a This question tests global writing skills. It tests
short essay inresponse to a prompt. For paragraph and sentence structure, therange
lowerlevels, test takers need to write a and accuracy of the language used, the ability
short description of animage. to structure an argument or discussionina

written context. It tests grammar and
vocabulary as an essential part of writing.

Integrated skills questions

There are six question types which measure more than one skill at the same time. These are called
Integrated Skills Questions.

Item type What do the learners have to do? What is being tested?
Read Aloud This question asks the learnertoread aloud a This question tests accurate pronunciation and
sentence or short text. how fluent the learneris at speaking. It tests if

the words in the text are understood and
repeated accurately.

Listenandthen This questionasksthelearnertolistentoa This question tests listening comprehension at
Write sentence or short text and write what they have the word and sentence level. It tests the ability to
(Dictation) heard. write accurately and understand sentence

structure, word order and connectors.
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Listenand

This question asks the learnertolistento a

This question tests listening comprehension at

Repeat sentence or short text and thenrepeat it the word and sentence level. It tests
pronunciation and fluency. It tests if the words
heard are understood and repeated accurately.

Read and then This question asks the learners to read a short This question tests reading comprehension. It

Write story or short piece of factual text. The text then tests the ability to write accurately and

disappears and the learner has toreconstruct understand sentence structure, word order and
the text. connectors.

Listenand This question asks the learnertoread a text and This question tests reading and listening

Read atthe same time listento the text. Thelearnerhas comprehension. It tests the ability to recognise

(Hotspots) to find the differences between the written text individual words in a text.

and the spoken text.

Listento the
Conversation

This question asks the learner tolisten to a short
conversation and then answer a question about
the conversation.

This question tests listening comprehension. It
tests the accuracy of the listening
comprehension of the learner.

Question type and level

Most questions are used across all 4 levels of the test. However, some questions are more
appropriate for students at lower or higher levels of proficiency. The table below shows question
typesinrelationto the four different test levels.

Item Type

Skills Covered

Test Level

Part Choose the Right Picture Reading
Short Answer Questions Reading
Choose the Right Word or Phrase  Reading

Part2 Read Aloud Speaking & Reading
Listen and Repeat Listening & Speaking
Describe a Picture Speaking

Listento the Conversation

Listening & Speaking
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Listenand Read (Hotspots) Listening & Reading

Listen and Write (Dictation) Listening & Writing

Part3 Recall a Passage Reading & Writing

Short Writing Task (Essay or

Describe animage) Writing

Sample test

Users can attempt the unscored sample test to familiarise themselves with the question typesin
the test. The sample tests contain an example of all the item types users will attempt in the scored
test, and thereis a separate sample test foreach level. Test takers should attempt the sample
test before taking the scored test, but they do not need to write fullanswers. The sample testis
not timed, but will take 5-10 minutes to complete.
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