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Global Scale of English Learning Objectives:  
making learning more effective

This document introduces the Global Scale of English (GSE) Learning Objectives for Adult Learners. These 
Learning Objectives have been developed by Pearson English over a number of years in collaboration 
with teachers, ELT authors and language experts from around the world. They form the backbone of our 
mission to ensure that our products and services have a positive and measurable impact on learners’ lives.

In order to learn English as effectively and efficiently as possible, a learner needs to know  
three things:
 • What level is my English?
 • Am I making progress?
 • What should I aim to learn next to meet my long-term goals?

To answer these three questions, learners and teachers need the following as part of an overall English 
learning ecosystem:
 • A clear and precise definition of what it means to be at a particular ‘level’ of proficiency
 • English teaching and learning materials which are aligned to the ‘level’ definitions
 • An assessment tool designed to profile a learner’s proficiency across all four skills: reading, writing, 

speaking and listening

The Global Scale of English represents the most significant 
advance in performance-based approaches to language 
learning, teaching and assessment since the development of 
the Common European Framework of Reference.” 
David Nunan Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of Applied Linguistics, University of Hong Kong 

The GSE Learning Objectives form part of the first point above: providing an accurate definition of what it 
means to be at a particular ‘level’ on a scale of English language proficiency. 

Five sets of GSE Learning Objectives have been developed to meet the needs of specific audiences:  
Pre-Primary (aged under 6 years old), Young Learners (6-14), General Adult Learners, learners of 
Academic English and Professional English. 

For more information about our work in this field, please visit pearsonenglish.com/gse.

http://pearsonenglish.com/gse
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Extending the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages

The work to develop the GSE Learning Objectives builds upon the research carried out by Brian North and 
the Council of Europe in creating the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR)1.

The Global Scale of English itself has been psychometrically aligned to the CEFR.

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90Global Scale of English

A1 + + +CEFR B1  B2  C1 C2A2 <A1  

The CEFR uses a six-level classification of learner proficiency from A1 (low basic) to C2 (fully proficient). 
The amount of instruction needed to progress learners from one level to the next varies widely according 
to level, context, native language, age, ability, and other factors, so it is difficult to quantify exactly. 
However, it has been observed that most people studying for three or four hours per week (as is the case 
for the majority of adult learners) may take two or more years to move from one CEFR level to the next – 
and as proficiency increases, it takes even longer to move to the next CEFR level. When learners spend 
two or more years studying without reaching a new CEFR level, it can leave them feeling that they are 
making little or no progress.

In developing the GSE Learning Objectives, we have extended the number and range of learning 
objectives – or ‘Can Do Statements’ – that are included in the CEFR, providing information to support a far 
more granular definition of language proficiency. Students are much more motivated when they can see 
every small step in their progression.

+ + +

Personalised Progress

Learning
Objectives

Proficiency  
Scale

Course 
Material

Assessment and 
Certification

For teachers, assessment specialists and content developers, the GSE ecosystem provides a detailed 
picture of language performance at different levels of proficiency and for individual skills. By combining 
course materials with assessment tools that are aligned to the Global Scale of English, teachers can:
 • understand their students’ levels of proficiency more precisely
 • monitor students’ progress at a granular level 
 • make more informed choices for each student or class

1 These learning objectives extend and build on the principles of the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR) in their intended use “…[for]…the planning of language learning programmes in terms of their 
assumptions regarding prior knowledge, …their objectives, [and] their content” (Council of Europe, 2001, p6). Like 
CEFR, the GSE Learning Objectives are also intended for use in “the planning of language certification in terms of the 
content syllabus of examinations [and] assessment criteria, in terms of positive achievement.” (ibid) 
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GSE Grammar for adult learners

GSE Grammar for adult learners is designed to provide detailed information on the key enabling skill of 
grammar, linking grammatical structures to their usage pattern, related language functions, and GSE/
CEFR levels. 

Grammar structures have been selected from a number of authoritative sources, including the Council of 
Europe’s own language syllabuses, and have been rated for usefulness by groups of experts. 

GSE Grammar is designed to enable teachers to find at which GSE value/CEFR level a grammar structure 
or group of structures becomes necessary for successful communication. It will also help them to 
understand and define the usage of an unfamiliar or partially understood grammar structure.

The principal sources used in the creation of GSE Grammar were the Council of Europe’s series of 
language syllabuses: Breakthrough (A1), Waystage (A2), Threshold (B1), and Vantage (B2). Other sources 
used included Pearson’s key grammar publications: MyGrammarLab and Focus on Grammar. The CEFR 
levels given in these sources were among the data points used to calculate the GSE values/CEFR levels of 
the structures in the inventory.

The grammatical structures in this document are grouped by CEFR level and then ordered by GSE value. 

Learning Objective Structure Example Grammatical Categories GSE

Can use ‘and’ to link 
nouns and noun 
phrases.

NP + ‘and’ + NP boys & girls | a cat and 
a dog | the tall man 
and the short woman

Conjunction | Coordinating 25

The structures themselves are identified (a) by a ‘Can Do’ descriptor, in the format Can use structure X 
to perform task Y, and (b) by a ‘label’ corresponding to the term(s) normally used in grammar and course 
textbooks to refer to the structure. Examples of the structures in use are also provided.

Types of language activity

The structures in GSE Grammar have been rated for productive use, rather than receptive use, since 
there is very little research showing how knowledge of grammar contributes to successful language 
comprehension. The ratings do not distinguish between written and spoken language, or between 
interaction and production. It is assumed that a learner who is able to produce a structure can do so in 
both written and spoken forms and in one-to one, one-to-many and two-way communicative contexts. 
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Ranking by GSE and CEFR

Teachers and pedagogical experts trained in a series of workshops were asked to assess structures on 
a five-point scale of usefulness. These findings were analysed statistically and combined with the CEFR 
levels assigned by the Council of Europe or by Pearson’s MyGrammarLab (C1-C2) to produce a ranking of 
structures from the most to the least useful for learners. This ranking was then mapped to the Global of 
Scale of English to determine GSE values for each structure. 

The acquisition process

All skill acquisition follows a gradual process from the point at which a learner notices that they need 
a particular skill or structure, passing through the stages of increasing competence in applying it, until 
finally they are able to produce it automatically. The value given to a grammar structure in the inventory is 
the mid-point of the process, where a learner has a 50% chance of using it successfully, as shown in the 
figure below.
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A Learning Objective at 51 on GSE

This model illustrates the link between the ratings given to structures in GSE Grammar and a learner’s 
ability to produce them in practice. If a structure at GSE 51 is systematically introduced at around GSE 40 
(approximately 10 GSE points in advance of its indicated level), then learners at GSE 51 have, on average, a 
50% success rate of producing it correctly.
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’s 
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 m
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g.
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e 

w
in

e 
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e 

di
ni

ng
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e.
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e 
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pp
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 m
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un
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s 
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os
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 | 
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 c
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st
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ct
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e 
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pe

ra
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pe
ra

tiv
es
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 m
e!

 
H

el
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pe
ra

tiv
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 p
er
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na

l p
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no
un
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en

ts
.

ob
je
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 p

er
so
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s

I l
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e 
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m
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I c
an

 s
ee

 h
er

. 
H

e 
w

an
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ou
n 
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er
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C

la
us

e 
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 c
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ru
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io

n
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an
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 a
 ra

ng
e 
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m
e 

ex
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s 
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w
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lo
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pr
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w
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lo

ck
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th
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e 
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k 
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lo
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m
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he
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 ‘b
e’

 to
 e

xp
re

ss
 p
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(n
’t)
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’t)
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C

an
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bo
ut

 th
e 

pr
ic

e 
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om

et
hi

ng
 

us
in
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‘H

ow
 m

uc
h 
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/a
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‘H

ow
 m

uc
h’
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H

ow
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uc
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h?
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ow

 m
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m
at

oe
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De
te
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er
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ue
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n 
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rm
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C

la
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e 
| W

ith
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C
an

 a
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 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 w

h-
 q

ue
st

io
ns

.
ty

pe
s 

of
 w

h-
 q

ue
st

io
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W
ha

t’s
 th

is
? 

W
ho

’s 
th

at
? 

 
W

he
re

’s 
yo

ur
 h

ou
se

?

Pr
on

ou
n 

| Q
ue

st
io

n 
w

or
ds

 
C

la
us

e 
| B

as
ic

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Ve

rb
 | 

Ta
gs
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nd

 q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

rm
s

27

C
an

 s
ay

 w
he
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 th

ey
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nd
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th
er

 p
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pl
e 
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e 
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g 
a 
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w

 b
as

ic
 p

re
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si
tio

ns
.

N
P 

+ 
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/a
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 P

P 
w

ith
 c

om
m

on
 

pr
ep

os
iti

on
s 

of
 p

la
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Jo
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’s 
in

 th
e 

ba
r. 

M
y 

pa
re

nt
s 
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e 

at
 h

om
e.

Pr
ep

os
iti

on
 | 

Po
si

tio
n 

C
la

us
e 

| W
ith

 ‘b
e’

27

C
an

 u
se

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t s

im
pl

e 
to

 re
fe

r t
o 

lik
es

, d
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es

 a
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ni
on

s.
pr

es
en

t s
im

pl
e 

fo
r o

pi
ni

on
s,

 lik
es

 a
nd

 
di

sl
ik

es
I l

ik
e 
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ot
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ll. 

I d
on

’t 
lik

e 
te

nn
is.

 
Do
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 lik
e 
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p 

m
us
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I t

hi
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’s 
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.

Ve
rb

 | 
Te
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e 

C
la

us
e 
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 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n

27

C
an
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se

 ‘b
ut
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o 
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k 
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se
s 
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d 
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s.
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c 
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ut

’
Sh

e 
lik

es
 c

off
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, b
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 I 
lik

e 
te

a.
 

Sh
e’

s 
go

od
 a

t m
at
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 b

ut
 n

ot
 E

ng
lis

h.
C

on
ju

nc
tio

n 
| C

on
ce

ss
io

n 
an

d 
co

nt
ra

st
 

C
la

us
e 

| C
om

pa
ris

on
28

C
an

 u
se

 c
om

m
on

 fo
rm

s 
of

 ‘h
av

e 
go

t’ 
(B

rE
) 

in
 th

e 
pr

es
en

t t
en

se
.

‘h
av

e 
go

t’ 
in

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t t

en
se

H
av

e 
yo

u 
go

t a
 c

ar
? 

(B
rE

)
Ve

rb
 | 

Au
xi

lia
ry

28

C
an

 g
ive

 d
at

es
 (e

.g
. t

he
ir 

da
te

 o
f b

irt
h)

 
us

in
g 

or
di

na
l n

um
be

rs
 in

 th
e 

fo
rm

 d
ay

-
m

on
th

-y
ea

r o
r m

on
th

-d
ay

-y
ea

r.

or
di

na
l n

um
be

r +
 m

on
th

/m
on

th
 +

 o
rd

in
al

 
nu

m
be

r +
 y

ea
r

Th
e 

th
irt

ee
nt

h 
of

 M
ay

 19
79

 
Se

pt
em

be
r t

he
 5

th
 19

86
Ph

ra
se

 | 
Ba

si
c 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n

28

C
an

 u
se

 ‘’s
’ t

o 
ex

pr
es

s 
po

ss
es

si
on

 w
ith

 
si

ng
ul

ar
 n

ou
ns

.
‘‘s

’ f
or

 p
os

se
ss

io
n

Di
eg

o’
s 

bo
ok

  
m

y 
fr

ie
nd

’s 
ca

r
N

ou
n 

| P
os

se
ss

ive
 (g

en
iti

ve
) 

C
la

us
e 

| B
as

ic
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n

28

C
an

 c
on

st
ru

ct
 s

ho
rt 

an
sw

er
s 

to
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 
in

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t s

im
pl

e 
us

in
g 

th
e 

ve
rb

 ‘d
o’

.
ta

g 
re

sp
on

se
s 

(s
ho

rt 
an

sw
er

s 
to

 p
re

se
nt

 
si

m
pl

e 
ye

s/
no

 q
ue

st
io

ns
)

Ye
s,

 I 
do

.  
N

o,
 I 

do
n’

t. 
Ye

s,
 th

ey
 d

o.
 

Ye
s,

 s
he

 d
oe

s.

Ve
rb

 | 
Ta

gs
 a

nd
 q

ue
st

io
n 

fo
rm

s 
Ve

rb
 | 

Au
xi

lia
ry

28

C
an

 te
ll w

he
n 

to
 u

se
 th

e 
pr

es
en

t s
im

pl
e 

an
d 

w
he

n 
to

 u
se

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t c

on
tin

uo
us

.
pr

es
en

t s
im

pl
e 

vs
. p

re
se

nt
 c

on
tin

uo
us

I g
et

 u
p 

at
 7

 o
’c

lo
ck

 e
ve

ry
 d

ay
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s 
7 

o’
cl

oc
k 

an
d 

I’m
 g

ett
in

g 
up

 n
ow

.
Ve

rb
 | 

Te
ns

e
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C
an

 u
se

 ‘I
’d

 lik
e 

…
/I 

w
an

t …
’ t

o 
ex

pr
es

s 
w

an
ts

 a
nd

 w
is

he
s.

‘I’d
 lik

e/
I w

an
t’ 
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N

P
I’d

 lik
e 

a 
dr

in
k.

  
I w

an
t a

 b
ur

ge
r.

C
la

us
e 

| B
as

ic
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

C
la

us
e 

| C
on

di
tio

na
l

29

C
an

 u
se

 ‘c
an

’ t
o 

re
fe

r t
o 

ab
ilit

y 
in
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e 

pr
es

en
t.

‘c
an

’ f
or

 a
bi

lit
y

I c
an

 s
w

im
. 

Sh
e 

ca
n’

t u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
at

 b
oo
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M

od
al

 v
er
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| A

bi
lit

y 
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rb
 | 

Te
ns

e
29

C
an

 u
se

 n
eg

at
ive

 fo
rm

s 
of

 th
e 

si
m

pl
e 

pa
st

.
pa

st
 te

ns
e 

– 
ne

ga
tiv

e
Th

ey
 d

id
n’

t u
nd

er
st

an
d.

 
Sh

e 
di

dn
’t 

ca
tc

h 
he

r p
la

ne
.

Ve
rb

 | 
Te

ns
e 

C
la

us
e 

| N
eg

at
io

n 
Ve

rb
 | 

N
eg

at
ive

 fo
rm

s

29
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A2

 (3
0-

35
) 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 O
bj

ec
tiv

e 
St

ru
ct

ur
e

Ex
am

pl
e

G
ra

m
m

at
ic

al
 C

at
eg

or
ie

s
G

SE
C

an
 u

se
 ‘t

ha
t’ 

an
d 

‘th
is’

 a
s 

de
te

rm
in

er
s 
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la

tin
g 

to
 p

eo
pl

e 
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 o
bj

ec
ts

.
‘th

is’
 a

nd
 ‘t

ha
t’ 
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 d

et
er

m
in

er
s 

(g
en

er
al

)
I l

ik
e 

th
is

 fi
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C

an
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ou
 s

ee
 th
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om
an

?
De

te
rm

in
er
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De

ic
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 (t
hi

s/
th

at
)
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C
an

 u
se

 th
e 

pr
es

en
t c

on
tin
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us
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 re

fe
r t

o 
ev

en
ts

 a
t t

he
 ti

m
e 

of
 s

pe
ak

in
g.

pr
es

en
t c

on
tin

uo
us

 fo
r t

im
e 

of
 s

pe
ak

in
g

I’m
 w

at
ch

in
g 

TV
. 

W
ha

t a
re

 y
ou

 d
oi

ng
? 

Sh
e’

s 
no

t l
ist

en
in
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H
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s 
ch

ec
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ng
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is
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m
ai

l.

Ve
rb
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Te

ns
e
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an

 a
sk
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bo

ut
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ua
nt
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 ‘h

ow
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uc
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 c
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nt

 a
nd
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nc

ou
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ab
le

 n
ou

ns
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Q
ue

st
io

ns
 w

ith
 ‘h

ow
 m

uc
h/

m
an

y’
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 c
ou

nt
/

m
as

s 
no

un
s

H
ow

 m
uc

h 
do

 y
ou

 e
ar

n?
 

H
ow

 m
an

y 
ch

ild
re

n 
do

 th
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 h
av

e?
De

te
rm
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 | 
Q

ua
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er
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 m
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m
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r p

as
t s
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pl

e 
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 p
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e 
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r fi
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m
e 

(a
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rm
at

ive
 o

nl
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W
e 
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w

 th
e 

m
at
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Th
ey
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en

t t
o 
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.

Ve
rb
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e
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C
an

 u
se

 ‘a
nd

’ w
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er
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nd
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er
b 

ph
ra

se
s.
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 ‘a
nd
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P
W

e 
ea

t a
nd
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e)

 s
le

ep
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 th
e 

ho
te

l. 
Sh

e’
s 

an
 

IT
 e

xp
ert

, a
nd
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ng
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tio
n 

| C
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in

at
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g
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an
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o 
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pa

st
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.

ye
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ue
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 th

e 
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Di

d 
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u 
se

e 
hi

m
? 

Di
d 

th
ey

 c
at

ch
 th
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?
Ve
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 | 

Te
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 | 
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ue

st
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rm
s
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C
an

 u
se
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’’ 

to
 e

xp
re

ss
 p

os
se

ss
io

n 
w

ith
 

pl
ur

al
 n

ou
ns

.
‘s

’’ 
fo

r p
os

se
ss

io
n

th
e 

so
ld

ie
rs

’ g
un

s 
 

th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

’ b
oo

ks
N

ou
n 

| P
os

se
ss

ive
 (g

en
iti

ve
) 

C
la

us
e 

| B
as

ic
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n

30

C
an

 u
se

 ‘a
t’ 

as
 a

 p
re

po
si

tio
n 

of
 ti

m
e.

pr
ep

os
iti

on
s 

of
 ti

m
e:

 ‘a
t’

at
 tw

o 
o’

cl
oc

k 
at

 lu
nc

ht
im

e 
at

 th
e 

w
ee

ke
nd

Pr
ep

os
iti

on
 | 

Ti
m

e 
Ad

ve
rb

 | 
Ti

m
e

30

C
an

 u
se

 a
n 

ad
je

ct
ive

 a
s 

a 
su

bj
ec

t 
co

m
pl

em
en

t a
ft

er
 a

 lin
ki

ng
 v

er
b.

ad
je

ct
ive

 a
s 

su
bj

ec
t c

om
pl

em
en

t (
ve

rb
 +

 
ad

je
ct

ive
)

C
hi

ar
a 

is
 It

al
ia

n.
 

Yo
u 

lo
ok

 ti
re

d.
Ad

je
ct

ive
 | 

Po
si

tio
n 

C
la

us
e 

| B
as

ic
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

C
la

us
e 

| W
ith

 ‘b
e’

30

C
an

 m
ak

e 
affi

rm
at

ive
 s

ta
te

m
en

ts
 u

si
ng

 
co

m
m

on
 re

gu
la

r p
as

t s
im

pl
e 

fo
rm

s.
re

gu
la

r p
as

t s
im

pl
e 

fo
r fi

ni
sh

ed
 ti

m
e 

(a
ffi

rm
at

ive
 o

nl
y)

I a
sk

ed
 a

 q
ue

st
io

n.
 

Th
ey

 w
al

ke
d 

ho
m

e.
Ve

rb
 | 

Te
ns

e
30

C
an

 u
se

 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 p

re
po

si
tio

ns
 o

f p
la

ce
.

co
m

m
on

 p
re

po
si

tio
ns

 o
f p

la
ce

ag
ai

ns
t; 

be
hi

nd
; i

n 
fr

on
t o

f; 
ne

xt
 to

; u
nd

er
Pr

ep
os

iti
on

 | 
Pl

ac
e

30

C
an

 u
se

 ‘l
ik

e/
ha

te
/lo

ve
’ w

ith
 th

e 
‘-

in
g’

 
fo

rm
s 

of
 v

er
bs

.
‘lik

e/
lo

ve
/h

at
e’

 +
 V

Pg
er

un
d

I l
ov

e 
go

in
g 

to
 m

us
eu

m
s.

 
Do

 y
ou

 lik
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 h
er

e?
 

Sh
e 

ha
te

s 
w

at
ch

in
g 
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. 

Th
ey

 lo
ve

 d
an

ci
ng

.
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ra

se
 | 

W
ith

 g
er

un
d 
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in
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C
an

 a
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r i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t t
im

e,
 

m
ea

su
re

m
en

t, 
si

ze
 e

tc
. w

ith
 ‘h

ow
’ +

 
ad

je
ct

ive
/q

ua
nt

ifi
er

.

‘h
ow

’ q
ue

st
io

ns
 fo

r t
im

e,
 m

ea
su

re
m

en
t, 

si
ze

 e
tc

. (
ex

ce
pt

 ‘m
uc

h/
m

an
y’

)
H

ow
 b

ig
 is
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? 

H
ow

 ta
ll i

s 
he
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H

ow
 lo

ng
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 th
e 

fil
m

?

De
te

rm
in

er
 | 

Q
ua

nt
ifi

er
s 

Ve
rb

 | 
Ta
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 a

nd
 q

ue
st

io
n 

fo
rm

s 
Pr

on
ou

n 
| Q

ue
st

io
n 

w
or

ds

31

C
an

 p
la

ce
 a

dj
ec

tiv
es

 in
 th

e 
co

rr
ec

t p
os

iti
on

 
(b

ef
or

e 
no

un
s)

.
po

si
tio

n 
of

 a
dj

ec
tiv

es
 (a

dj
ec

tiv
e 

+ 
N

P)
a 

w
hi

te
 c

ar
 

a 
sm

al
l b

ox
 o

f b
isc

ui
ts

Ad
je

ct
ive

 | 
Po

si
tio

n 
C

la
us

e 
| B

as
ic

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n
31

C
an

 u
se

 a
 ra

ng
e 

of
 c

om
m

on
 ti

m
e 

ex
pr

es
si

on
s 

w
ith

 ‘p
as

t’/
’to

’ a
nd

 fr
ac

tio
ns

.
ba

si
c 

tim
e 

ex
pr

es
si

on
s 

w
ith

 ‘p
as

t/
to

’ a
nd

 
‘h

al
f/q

ua
rte

r’
a 

qu
art

er
 to

/p
as

t t
hr

ee
 

ha
lf 

pa
st

 s
ix

Pr
ep

os
iti

on
 | 

Ti
m

e 
Ad

ve
rb

 | 
Ti

m
e

31

C
an

 u
se

 ‘w
an

t t
o’

 +
 in
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