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About the GSE

Pearson developedthe Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granularunderstanding
of Englishlanguage proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their
learningjourney and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSEisanecosystemthatunderpins the Pearson English Journey:

« GSEScale: aproficiency scale from10 to 90, with clear statements for what alearner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing at any point onthe scale.

- GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of whatlearners can do at each level of proficiency in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing.

« Courseware: all of Pearson’s Englishlanguage learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

- Assessment: institutions can develop theirown assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment
Frameworks or choose one of Pearson’s digital assessments which report onthe GSE.

The GSEis theresult of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard
against which Englishlanguage courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, & Hayes,
2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extralayer of detail to the CEFR levels and providing thousands
of additionallearning objectives. This extrainformation helpslearners understand where they are now and offers a step-by-step
guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their exact level and
learning goals.
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CEFRlevel GSE Scale
Below Al 10-21
Al 22-29
A2 30-35
A2+ 36-42
Bl 43-50
Bl+ 51-58
B2 59-66
B2+ 67-75
Cl 76-84
C2 85-90

Table 1: Therelationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR
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To address the specific needs of learners studying English
fordifferent purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been
developedforfive different learneraudiences:

adult: adults studying ona general English course
academic: adults studying academic English
professional: adults studying English for the workplace
young learner: Englishlanguage learners aged 6-14

pre-primary: Englishlanguage learners aged 3-5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-

scale-of-english



http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english

About The California English Language Development Standards

The California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards) provide a comprehensive framework to support
educatorsindelivering effective instruction to Englishlearners (ELs) from Kindergarten through Grade 12. These standards
describe “what” ELs are expected to know and do in English and “how well” across three proficiency levels: Emerging, Expanding,

and Bridging.

The CAELD Standards are organizedinto three interrelated parts: Interacting in Meaningful Ways (collaborative, interpretive, and
productive communication), Learning About How English Works (structuring cohesive texts, expanding and enrichingideas, and
connecting and condensingideas), and Using Foundational Literacy Skills. These parts are designed to guide instruction thatis
interactive, intellectually rich, and responsive to the diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds of ELs.

Formoreinformation about the CAELD Standards and theirimplementation, visit the California Department of Education’s
English Language Development Standards page.

Emerging

1. Exchanging information
andideas

ELD Proficiency Level Continuum
Expanding

1. Exchanging information
andideas

Bridging

1. Exchanging information and ideas

Contribute to conversations and express
ideas by asking and answering yes-no and
wh- questions andresponding using gestures,
words, and learned phrases.

Contribute to class, group, and partner
discussions, including sustained dialogue, by
listening attentively, following turn-takingrules,
askingrelevant questions, affirming others, and
addingrelevantinformation.

Contribute to class, group, and partner
discussions, including sustained dialogue, by
listening attentively, following turn-takingrules,
askingrelevant questions, affirming others,
adding pertinentinformation, buildingon
responses, and providing useful feedback.

Table 2: An excerpt fromthe CAELD Standards for Grade 2, Part|:

Interactingin Meaningful Ways, Collaborative.
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http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ml/eldstandards.asp

Emerging

ELD Proficiency Level Continuum

Expanding

Bridging

2. Interacting via written English

2. Interacting via written English

2. Interacting via written English

Collaborate with peers onjoint writing projects
of shortinformational and literary texts, using
technology where appropriate for publishing,
graphics, andthelike.

Collaborate with peers onjoint writing projects
of longerinformational and literary texts, using
technology where appropriate for publishing,
graphics, andthelike.

Collaborate with peers onjoint writing projects
of avariety of longerinformational and literary
texts, using technology where appropriate for
publishing, graphics, and the like.

3. Offering opinions

3. Offering opinions

3. Offering opinions

Offeropinions and negotiate with othersin
conversations usinglearned phrases
(e.g.,1thinkX), aswellas openresponses,in
orderto gainand/orhold the floor.

Offeropinions and negotiate with othersin
conversations using an expanded set of learned
phrases(e.g., lagree with X, but X), as well as
openresponses, inorderto gainand/orholdthe
floor, provide counterarguments, and the like.

Offeropinions and negotiate with othersin
conversations using a variety of learned phrases
(e.g.,That’'sagoodidea, but X), aswellas open
responses, inorderto gainand/orholdthefoor,
provide counterarguments, elaborate onanidea,
andthelike.
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Table 2: Continued.




Alignment Methodology & Results

Each descriptoracross the grades was aligned to one ormore GSE Learning Objectives. In Grades K-8, GSE Young Learner
Learning Objectives were used. Grades 9-12 were aligned to Adult Learning Objectives.

Theresults of the alignment show progression acrossranges, reflecting the advancement from the beginnerlevel towards
proficiency.

Kindergarten G9-10 | GI11-12

GSE

range 13-41 21-53 | 27-55 | 30-57 | 32-59 | 34-61 | 35-62 | 37-63 | 41-65 | 42-67 | 44-73

Table 3: Overall CAELD Standards-GSE alignment by range.
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Sample Alignment

The following tableis an excerpt from the CAELD Standards for Grade 2. It focuses on Part |, Interacting in Meaningful Ways,
subsectionA. Collaborative, inwhich the first pointis Exchanging information and ideas. Each of the three proficiency continuum
steps, Emerging, Expanding and Bridging, include one descriptor each under this point. The corresponding GSE Learning
Objectives aligned to each descriptorare shown on theright.

Fullalignment documentationis available onrequest via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages

Part I: Interacting in Meaningful Ways, Collaborative

1. Exchanginginformation andideas

Proficiency Level Descriptor ‘ GSELO GSE value

Emerging | canrequest and provide F:an ansvyershgrt,simple questionsrelated to basic personal 19
informationin conversations information, using a single word orphrase.
onfamiliar topics by creating
simple sentences and asking Canunderstandbasic questions about what things are in their 29
appropriate follow-up questions. immediate surroundings orinpictures (e.g. ‘What’s this?’).

Canrespondtosimple statements or questionsrelated toimmediate

28
personal needs.
Canstartand endasimple conversation using basic fixed expressions. 28
Canask simple questions about very familiar topics. 30

Cantake partinavery simple conversation on a familiar topic (e.g.
theirhome, family, school) if the other speakerrepeats questions as 32
necessary and speaks slowly and clearly.

Table 4: An excerpt from CAELD Standards for Grade 2 Part |, Collaborative, showing GSE alignments.
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https://www.pearson.com/languages/contact-us/educators.html

Proficiency Level Descriptor

Expanding

Contribute to class, group, and
partnerdiscussions, including
sustained dialogue, by listening
attentively, following turn-taking
rules, askingrelevant questions,
affirming others, and adding
relevantinformation.

GSELO

Cantalkabout everyday activities using simple language.

GSE value

34

Canexpress theiropinions onfamiliar topics, using simple language.

4]

Bridging

Contribute to class, group, and
partnerdiscussions, including
sustained dialogue, by listening
attentively, following turn-taking
rules, askingrelevant questions,
affirming others, adding
pertinentinformation, buildingon
responses, and providing useful
feedback.

Can explain the main points of anidea or problem.

52

Table 4: Continued.
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