YPearson

Alignment of the Brazilian
National Common
Curriculum Base to the
Global Scale of English -
An Overview

FEBRUARY 2026

Global
Scale of
English



Contents
About the GSE

About The National Common Curriculum Base

Alignment Methodology & Results

Sample Alignment




About the GSE

Pearson developedthe Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granularunderstanding
of Englishlanguage proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their
learningjourney and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSEisanecosystemthatunderpins the Pearson English Journey:

« GSEScale: aproficiency scale from10 to 90, with clear statements for what alearner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing at any point onthe scale.

- GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of whatlearners can do at each level of proficiencyin speaking, listening,
reading, and writing.

« Courseware: all of Pearson’s Englishlanguage learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

- Assessment: institutions can develop theirown assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment
Frameworks or choose one of Pearson’s digital assessments which report onthe GSE.

The GSEis theresult of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard
against which Englishlanguage courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, &
Hayes, 2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extra layer of detail to the CEFRlevels and providing
thousands of additional learning objectives. This extrainformation helpslearners understand where they are now and offers a
step-by-step guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their
exactlevelandlearning goals.
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CEFRlevel GSE Scale
Below Al 10-21
Al 22-29
A2 30-35
A2+ 36-42
Bl 43-50
Bl+ 51-58
B2 59-66
B2+ 67-75
Cl 76-84
C2 85-90

Table 1: Therelationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR
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To address the specific needs of learners studying English
fordifferent purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been
developedforfive different learneraudiences:

adult: adults studying ona general English course
academic: adults studying academic English
professional: adults studying English for the workplace
young learner: Englishlanguage learners aged 6-14

pre-primary: Englishlanguage learners aged 3-5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-

scale-of-english



http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english

About The National Common Curriculum Base

The Base Nacional Comum Curricular (BNCC)is Brazil’'s nationally mandated curricular framework that defines the essential,
progressive learning all students are entitled to throughout Educacao Basica—Early Childhood Education, Elementary Education,
and Upper Secondary Education. It serves as a national reference to guide state, district, and municipal curriculum development,
ensuring that alllearners across Brazil have equitable access to foundational knowledge, skills, and competencies.

The BNCC positions English as a mandatory subjectin the lateryears of Ensino Fundamental, treating it not as a traditional
foreignlanguage but as a globallingua franca. This means the curriculum recognizes English as a tool for participationinan
interconnected world, used by diverse communities beyond “native speaker” contexts. It values the plurality of Englishes spoken
globally and encourages students to critically reflect on English’s role inissues of identity, culture, and power.,

Teaching Englishunderthe BNCC follows principles of interculturality, multiliteracies, critical thinking, and linguistic variation.
Instructionis organized around five axes: oral communication, reading, writing, linguistic knowledge, and an explicit intercultural
dimension. Skills progress from basic comprehension and simple interactions in 6th grade to more autonomous production,
interpretation of multimodal texts, and critical analysis of Englishin global contexts by 9th grade.

Formoreinformation about the Brazilian National Common Curriculum Base, visit https://basenacionalcomum.mec.gov.br/.
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Alignment Methodology & Results

Across the four grades covered by the BNCC Englishlanguage programme (Grades 6, 7,8 and 9), descriptors are grouped by
language skills (Listening and Speaking, Reading, Writing, Linguistic Knowledge and the Intercultural Dimension) as well as
knowledge areas, forexample discursive interaction, listening comprehension, reading strategies, etc.

The descriptors which focus on the English language impact on Portuguese and the Brazilian culture were omitted from the
alignment. Each of the remaining descriptors was aligned to one ormore GSE Learning Objectives. In all four grades, GSE Young
Learner Learning Objectives, Young Learner Grammar and Vocabulary were used.

Theresults of the alignment show progression across the four grades, reflecting the advancement fromthe beginner level
towards proficiency. Thereis an overlap between the GSErangesinthe grades, which accounts forenoughlearning objective
coverage to support mixed ability classrooms and/or avarying pace of progress.

10-24 22-35 34-42 40-53

Table 2: Overall BCNN-GSE alignment by range.
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Sample Alignment

The following tableis an excerpt from the Base Nacional Comum Curricular (BNCC) English Language Grade 6. It shows examples
of descriptors from the Reading and Writing sections and the corresponding GSE Learning Objectives.

Fullalignment documentationis available on request via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages.

Skill Subskill Knowledge area Descriptor GSE Learning Objective
Reading Reading Hypotheses about (EFO6LIO7) Formulate Canguessthemeaning of aword froman 23
strategies the purpose of hypotheses about accompanying picture.
atext the purpose of atext
in English, based on
its structure, textual Canrecognise simple words and phrases related 3
organizationand to familiartopicsif supported by pictures.
graphic clues.
Generaland (EFO6LIO8) Identify Canunderstand asimple textif supported by o5
specific the subject of a text, pictures.
comprehension: recognizingits textual
quick reading organizationand . . .
(skimming, cognate words. Cangetthegistof averysimpleillustrated story. 28
scanning)
Canunderstandthe mainideainashort, simple 20
picture story.
(EFO6LIO9) Find Canrecognise familiarnames, words and very 19
specificinformation basic phrases onsimple notices and signs.
inatext.
Canunderstand simple informational material
containing familiarwords, if supported by 27
pictures(e.g.amenuwith pictures of food).
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Skill

Writing

Subskill

Writing
practice

Knowledge area

Production of
written texts, with
teachersupport

Descriptor

(EFO6LI15) Produce
texts writtenin English
(comic books, posters,
chats, blogs, agendas,
photo captions,
among others), about
themselves, their
family, their friends,
tastes, preferences
androutines, their
community and their
school context.

GSE Learning Objective

Canlabel simple picturesrelated to familiar

topics by copying single words. 16
Canwrite simple facts aboutthemselves (e.g. 29
name, age), given prompts oramodel.

Canwrite theirname, address, nationality and 23
other personal details.

Canwrite afew basic sentencesintroducing

themselves and giving basic personal 26
information, given prompts oramodel.

Canwrite basic sentencesidentifyingimmediate 27
family members, given prompts oramodel.

Canwrite asingle basic sentence about daily 8
routines and activities.

Canwrite simple sentences about theirlikes or
dislikesinrelation to familiartopics (e.g. food), 30

given prompts oramodel.
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Table 3: An excerpt from Base Nacional Comum Curricular (BNCC) English Language Grade 6 showing GSE alignments.




Scale of
[_ Enghsh

ack your progre

_JGlobal

)Pearson



	About the GSE
	About ACTFL Performance Descriptors for Language Learners
	Alignment Methodology and Results
	Sample Alignment

