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About the GSE
Pearson developed the Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granular understanding 
of English language proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their 
learning journey and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSE is an ecosystem that underpins the Pearson English Journey:

	• GSE Scale: a proficiency scale from 10 to 90, with clear statements for what a learner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing at any point on the scale.

	• GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of what learners can do at each level of proficiency in speaking, listening,  
reading, and writing.

	• Courseware: all of Pearson’s English language learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

	• Assessment: institutions can develop their own assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment 
Frameworks or choose one of Pearson’s digital assessments which report on the GSE.

The GSE is the result of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard 
against which English language courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, &  
Hayes, 2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extra layer of detail to the CEFR levels and providing 
thousands of additional learning objectives. This extra information helps learners understand where they are now and offers a 
step-by-step guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their 
exact level and learning goals.
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CEFR level GSE Scale

Below A1 10–21

A1 22–29

A2 30–35

A2+ 36–42

B1 43–50

B1+ 51–58

B2 59–66

B2+ 67–75

C1 76–84

C2 85–90

Table 1: The relationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR

To address the specific needs of learners studying English 
for different purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been 
developed for five different learner audiences:

	• adult: adults studying on a general English course 

	• academic: adults studying academic English

	• professional: adults studying English for the workplace 

	• young learner: English language learners aged 6–14

	• pre-primary: English language learners aged 3–5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-
scale-of-english

http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
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About LOMLOE
The Ley Orgánica de Modificación de la LOE (LOMLOE) is Spain’s national education law and the foundation for its updated 
curricular framework. The curriculum defined under LOMLOE establishes the objectives, key competences, basic knowledge, 
pedagogical methods, and evaluation criteria that structure all educational stages. It ensures a common educational core across 
Spain while allowing regional educational authorities to adapt and expand on this foundation.

In the LOMLOE framework, additional language learning—such as English—is integrated within a competence‑based, 
intercultural, and communicative approach. English is taught not merely as a foreign language but as a tool for participating in 
academic, social, and global contexts, aligning with the law’s broader goal of preparing students for a digitally connected and 
multicultural world. The curriculum highlights:

	• Development of communicative competence through meaningful tasks and learning situations.

	• Engagement with multimodal texts, authentic communication, and global cultural perspectives.

	• Contribution to key competences such as linguistic competence, digital competence, learning to learn, and citizenship 
competences.

These emphases reflect the LOMLOE’s overarching commitment to ensuring that students can apply English—and all languages—
purposefully in solving problems, collaborating, and navigating diverse contexts.

For more information about LOMLOE, visit https://educagob.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/curriculo/curriculo-lomloe.html.

https://educagob.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/curriculo/curriculo-lomloe.html
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Alignment Methodology & Results
Across the three Primary cycles and the two Secondary cycles of the LOMLOE foreign languages curriculum, GSE Learning 
Objectives were aligned to two areas: specific competencies and basic knowledge. For specific competencies, the evaluation 
criteria descriptors served as the reference. Within the basic knowledge area, only Section A (Communication) was included, and 
the descriptors listed in this section were aligned accordingly.

GSE Young Learner Learning Objectives were used for all three Primary cycles. In the Secondary cycles, a combination of Young 
Learner and Adult Learning Objectives was applied. Each descriptor was aligned to one or more GSE Learning Objectives.

The results of the alignment show progression across the cycles, reflecting the advancement from the beginner level to 
intermediate. There is an overlap between the GSE ranges in the cycles, to accommodate a varying pace of progress.

Table 2: Overall LOMLOE-GSE alignment by range.

Primary 
First Cycle

Primary
Second Cycle

Primary
Third Cycle

Secondary First and 
Second Year

Secondary
Third and Fourth Year

GSE 
range 15–29 22–35 31–43 35–47 43–59
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Sample Alignment
The following table is an excerpt from the LOMLOE Primary Third Cycle alignment. It shows examples of descriptors from the 
Evaluation criteria in the Specific Skills section and the corresponding GSE Learning Objectives.

Full alignment documentation is available on request via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages.

Skill Competence Evaluation Criteria  
Descriptor GSE Learning Objective GSE 

value

Specific 
skills

Specific competence 1: 
Understand the general 
meaning and specific 
and predictable 
information of short 
and simple texts, 
expressed clearly and in 
the standard language, 
making use of various 
strategies and resorting, 
when necessary, to the 
use of different types of 
support, to develop the 
linguistic repertoire and 
to respond to everyday 
communicative needs.

1.1 Recognise, interpret and 
analyse the overall meaning, 
as well as specific words and 
phrases of short and simple 
oral, written and multimodal 
texts on frequent and 
everyday topics of personal 
relevance and areas close to 
their experience, as well as 
literary texts appropriate to 
the level of development of 
the students, expressed in an 
understandable, clear way 
and in standard language 
through different media.

Can identify specific information in short, simple 
dialogues, if there is some repetition and rephrasing. 34

Can identify specific information in a simple story, if 
guided by questions. 35

Can understand the main information in short, 
simple dialogues about familiar activities, if spoken 
slowly and clearly.

35

Can identify specific information related to a 
familiar topic in a short, simple text. 37

Can understand the meaning of short texts using 
information they already know. 37

https://www.pearson.com/languages/contact-us/educators.html
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Table 3: An excerpt from the LOMLOE Primary Third Cycle showing GSE alignment.

Skill Competence Evaluation Criteria 
Descriptor GSE Learning Objective GSE 

value

Specific 
skills

Specific competence 1: 
Understand the general 
meaning and specific 
and predictable 
information of short 
and simple texts, 
expressed clearly and in 
the standard language, 
making use of various 
strategies and resorting, 
when necessary, to the 
use of different types of 
support, to develop the 
linguistic repertoire and 
to respond to everyday 
communicative needs.

1.2 Select, organise and 
apply, in a guided way, 
appropriate strategies 
and knowledge in 
everyday communicative 
situations and of 
relevance to students in 
order to grasp the global 
meaning and process 
explicit information in 
various texts.

Can identify key information (e.g. places, times) from 
short audio recordings, if spoken slowly and clearly. 31

Can identify the context in which an everyday 
conversation is taking place. 35

Can identify the context of a short, simple text related 
to familiar situations. 35

Can identify some simple information that is either 
stated or implied in a short text. 37

Can make basic inferences about simple information in 
a short conversation or passage. 39

Can understand key information well enough to be able 
to pass it on to someone else. 43
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