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About the GSE
Pearson developed the Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granular understanding  
of English language proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their 
learning journey and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSE is an ecosystem that underpins the Pearson English Journey:

	• GSE Scale: a proficiency scale from 10 to 90, with clear statements for what a learner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading, 
and writing at any point on the scale.

	• GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of what learners can do at each level of proficiency in speaking, listening,  
reading, and writing.

	• Courseware: all of Pearson’s English language learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

	• Assessment: institutions can develop their own assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment 
Frameworks or choose one of Pearson’s digital assessments which report on the GSE.

The GSE is the result of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard 
against which English language courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, &  
Hayes, 2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extra layer of detail to the CEFR levels and providing 
thousands of additional learning objectives. This extra information helps learners understand where they are now and offers a 
step-by-step guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their 
exact level and learning goals.
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CEFR level GSE Scale

Below A1 10–21

A1 22–29

A2 30–35

A2+ 36–42

B1 43–50

B1+ 51–58

B2 59–66

B2+ 67–75

C1 76–84

C2 85–90

Table 1: The relationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR

To address the specific needs of learners studying English 
for different purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been 
developed for five different learner audiences: 

	• adult: adults studying on a general English course 

	• academic: adults studying academic English 

	• professional: adults studying English for the workplace 

	• young learner: English language learners aged 6–14

	• pre-primary: English language learners aged 3–5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-
scale-of-english

http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
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About STEP
Steps to English Proficiency (STEP) is “a framework for assessing and monitoring the language acquisition and literacy 
development of English language learners across the Ontario Curriculum” (Step: A Guide for Users, 2015, p4). It encompasses four 
main levels: Grades 1–3, Grades 4–6, Grades 7–8, and Grades 9–12, each focusing on the four key language skills: Oral Language 
(including Listening and Speaking), Reading, and Writing. The framework provides observable language behaviors (OLBs) that 
become progressively more complex across six steps within each grade level, ensuring a structured and measurable approach to 
language proficiency.

For more information about STEP, visit the ERGO website.

STEP Grades 4–6

ORAL LANGUAGE	 Observable Language Behaviours (OLB) continua

Element Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6

Listening

Listen and 
respond for 
a variety of 
purposes

Respond to a 
personally relevant 
question with 
gestures, and L1 
interspersed with 
English words and 
phrases 

Follow instructions for 
classroom routines, 
using visual cues and 
pre-taught English 
words and phrases

Respond to simple 
questions in English 
and L1 

Follow simple 
instructions

Respond to a 
simplified oral text 

Follow multi-step 
instructions

Respond to an oral 
text with linguistic 
complexity. 
approaching grade 
level

Respond to oral 
texts on abstract 
and complex 
grade-level topics 
with vocabulary and 
grammar support

Respond 
to an oral 
academic text 
through active 
participation in a 
class discussion 
with some 
vocabulary 
and grammar 
support

Table 2: An excerpt from the STEP table for Grades 4–6.

https://www.ergo-on.ca/stepframework.htm#:~:text=Ontario%20school%20boards%20use%20the%20Ministry%27s%20STEP%20Framework,available%20on%20the%20Ministry%20of%20Education%27s%20Brightspace%20VLE.
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ORAL LANGUAGE	 Observable Language Behaviours (OLB) continua

Element Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6

Speaking

Use vocabulary 
and other 
language 
features in a 
comprehensible 
and 
grammatically 
accurate way

Use familiar words to 
express meaning 

Express personal 
needs using gestures, 
and L1 interspersed 
with English words 
and phrases

Use pre-taught 
and high frequency 
vocabulary in 
simple sentences 

Initiate and 
engage in social 
interactions 
with peers, 
using words and 
phrases in English 
interspersed with L1 

Use simple 
conjunctions to join 
words and phrases 
in speech

Use key academic 
vocabulary and 
some multiple-
meaning words 
in compound 
sentences

Use vocabulary to 
clarify/enhance 
meaning by 
incorporating 
low-frequency 
words in complex 
sentences 

Use connecting 
words to show 
relationships 
between events 
and ideas

Use an expanded 
range of vocabulary 
to contribute to 
classroom activities 

Use an expanded 
range of 
grammatical 
structures to 
increase speaking 
accuracy and clarity

Select from a 
range of social 
and academic 
vocabulary 
to enhance 
meaning, using 
a range of 
grammatical 
structures

Table 2: Continued.
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ORAL LANGUAGE	 Observable Language Behaviours (OLB) continua

Element Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6

Speaking

Use language 
strategically to 
communicate 
for a variety of 
purposes.

Use non-verbal 
communication and 
personally meaningful 
vocabulary to 
convey and receive 
messages 

Ask for key words 
and phrases using 
gestures, and L1 
interspersed with 
English words and 
phrases

Use a small range 
of personal and 
academic words 
and phrases to 
make and respond 
to requests in 
familiar situations 

Initiate and 
engage in social 
interactions 
with peers, 
using words and 
phrases in English 
interspersed with L1 

Use a small range 
of conversational 
strategies

Use conversational 
strategies to 
maintain fluency 

Ask follow-up 
questions to 
seek additional 
information 

Self-correct or seek 
confirmation that a 
word or expression 
is used correctly

Use subject-
specific language 
to state an opinion 

Rephrase 
information to 
clarify meaning 
Strategically use 
conversational 
norms

Use language 
to effectively 
convince or 
persuade

Adjust speech 
for the 
appropriate 
purpose and 
audience

Table 2: Continued.
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Alignment Methodology & Results
Each descriptor in the four grade bands was aligned to one or more GSE Learning Objective. In Grades 1–3 and 4–6, GSE Young 
Learner Learning Objectives were used. Grades 7–8 include both Young Learner and Adult Learning Objectives while Grades 
9–12 were aligned to Adult Learning Objectives. In cases where matches could not be found, the label ‘no descriptor available’ 
was used.

The results of the alignment show progression across Steps 1-6 in each grade band, reflecting the advancement from 
the beginner level towards proficiency.

Table 3: Overall STEP-GSE alignment by grade.

Grade Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Overall 

G1–3 13–21 18–27 23–33 29–41 39–49 47–55 13–55

G4–6 20–27 25–34 30–41 38–48 46–53 52–61 20–61

G7–8 25–32 31–38 36–44 42–55 52–59 57–68 25–68

G9–12 28–36 34–42 41–55 51–59 57–68 67–76 28–76
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Sample Alignment
The following table is an excerpt from STEP Grades 4-6 Oral Language with the corresponding GSE Learning Objectives aligned. 
Full alignment documentation is available on request via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages

Table 4: An excerpt from STEP Grades 4–6 Oral Language showing GSE alignments.

Speaking: Use language strategically to communicate for a variety of purposes.

STEP Observable Language Behaviour GSE LO GSE value

STEP 1

Use non-verbal communication and personally 
meaningful vocabulary to convey and receive 
messages.

Can say how they feel, using a limited range of 
common adjectives (e.g. ‘happy’, ‘cold’). 22

Ask for key words and phrases using gestures, and L1 
interspersed with English words and phrases.

Can ask about the colour of an object using a basic 
phrase. 21

Can ask someone the time. 23

https://www.pearson.com/languages/contact-us/educators.html
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STEP Observable Language Behaviour GSE LO GSE value

STEP 2

Use a small range of personal and academic words and 
phrases to make and respond to requests in familiar 
situations.

Can ask simple questions about very familiar topics. 28

Can make simple requests to have or do something in 
relation to common everyday activities. 30

Initiate and engage in social interactions with peers, 
using words and phrases in English interspersed with L1.

Can ask for things using basic language. 28

Can ask someone about their likes and dislikes in a 
basic way. 29

Use a small range of conversational strategies 	  
Use conversational strategies to maintain fluency.

Can ask simple questions about other people (e.g. 
their name, age, where they live, things they have). 27

STEP 3

Use conversational strategies to maintain fluency.

Can express agreement using simple fixed 
expressions. 33

Can ask someone simple questions about their life 
and experiences. 36

Ask follow-up questions to seek additional information. Can ask simple questions relating to someone’s 
personal information, given prompts or a model. 32

Self-correct or seek confirmation that a word or 
expression is used correctly.

Can ask for a translation or paraphrase when they 
don’t know the meaning of a word or phrase. 31

Table 4: Continued.
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STEP Observable Language Behaviour GSE LO GSE value

STEP 4

Use subject-specific language to state an opinion. Can express their opinions on familiar topics, using 
simple language. 41

Rephrase information to clarify meaning. Can give simple examples to support their point in a 
short talk on a familiar topic. 44

Strategically use conversational norms. Can introduce a new topic into a simple conversation 
or discussion. 44

STEP 5 Use language to effectively convince or persuade.

Can give reasons for a choice or course of action. 51

Can list the advantages of a course of action in some 
detail, using a range of fixed expressions. 56

STEP 6 Adjust speech for the appropriate purpose and 
audience.

Can deliver a talk, presentation or performance, 
given time to rehearse and revise the material. 58

Table 4: Continued.
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