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About the GSE

Pearson developedthe Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granularunderstanding
of Englishlanguage proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their
learningjourney and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSEisanecosystemthatunderpins the Pearson English Journey:

« GSEScale: aproficiency scale from10 to 90, with clear statements for what alearner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing at any point onthe scale.

- GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of whatlearners can do at each level of proficiencyin speaking, listening,
reading, and writing.

« Courseware: all of Pearson’s Englishlanguage learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

- Assessment: institutions can develop theirown assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment
Frameworks orchoose one of Pearson’s digital assessments whichreport on the GSE.

The GSEis theresult of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard
against which Englishlanguage courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, &
Hayes, 2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extra layer of detail to the CEFRlevels and providing
thousands of additional learning objectives. This extrainformation helpslearners understand where they are now and offers a
step-by-step guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their
exactlevelandlearning goals.
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CEFRIlevel ‘ GSE Scale

Below Al 10-21
Al 22-29
A2 30-35
A2+ 36-42
Bl 43-50
Bl+ 51-58
B2 59-66
B2+ 67-75
Cl 76-84
C2 85-90

Table 1: Therelationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR
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To address the specific needs of learners studying English
fordifferent purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been
developedforfive different learneraudiences:

adult: adults studying ona general English course
academic: adults studying academic English
professional: adults studying English for the workplace
young learner: Englishlanguage learners aged 6-14

pre-primary: Englishlanguage learners aged 3-5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-

scale-of-english



http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english

About STEP

Stepsto English Proficiency (STEP)is “a framework for assessing and monitoring the language acquisition and literacy
development of Englishlanguage learners across the Ontario Curriculum” (Step: A Guide for Users, 2015, p4). It encompasses four
mainlevels: Grades 1-3, Grades 4-6, Grades 7-8, and Grades 9-12, each focusing on the four key language skills: Oral Language
(including Listening and Speaking), Reading, and Writing. The framework provides observable language behaviors (OLBs) that
become progressively more complex across six steps within each grade level, ensuring a structured and measurable approach to
language proficiency.

Formoreinformation about STEP, visit the ERGO website.

STEP Grades 4-6

ORALLANGUAGE Observable Language Behaviours (OLB) continua
Element
Listening
Listenand Respondtoa Respondtosimple Respondtoa Respondtoanoral | Respondtooral Respond
respond for personally relevant questionsinEnglish | simplified oral text text with linguistic texts onabstract toanoral
avariety of questionwith andLl . complexity. and complex academic text
purposes gestures, and L1 Follow multi-step approaching grade | grade-leveltopics | throughactive

interspersed with
Englishwords and

Follow simple
instructions

instructions

level

withvocabulary and
grammar support

participationina
class discussion

phrases withsome
vocabulary

Followinstructions for and grammar

classroomroutines, support

usingvisual cuesand
pre-taught English
words and phrases

Table 2: An excerpt fromthe STEP table for Grades 4-6.
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https://www.ergo-on.ca/stepframework.htm#:~:text=Ontario%20school%20boards%20use%20the%20Ministry%27s%20STEP%20Framework,available%20on%20the%20Ministry%20of%20Education%27s%20Brightspace%20VLE.

ORAL LANGUAGE

Observable Language Behaviours (OLB) continua

Speaking

Usevocabulary
and other
language
featuresina
comprehensible
and
grammatically
accurate way

Use familiarwords to
express meaning

Express personal
needsusing gestures,
andLlinterspersed
with Englishwords
andphrases

Use pre-taught
and high frequency
vocabularyin
simple sentences

Initiate and
engageinsocial
interactions

with peers,
usingwords and
phrasesinEnglish
interspersed with L1

Use simple
conjunctionstojoin
words and phrases
inspeech

Use key academic
vocabulary and
some multiple-
meaningwords
incompound
sentences

Usevocabulary to
clarify/enhance
meaning by
incorporating
low-frequency
wordsincomplex
sentences

Use connecting
words to show
relationships
betweenevents
andideas

Use anexpanded
range of vocabulary
to contribute to
classroom activities

Use anexpanded
range of
grammatical
structuresto
increase speaking
accuracy andclarity

Selectfroma
range of social
and academic
vocabulary
toenhance
meaning, using
arange of
grammatical
structures
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Table 2: Continued.




ORAL LANGUAGE

Observable Language Behaviours (OLB) continua

Speaking

Uselanguage
strategically to
communicate
foravariety of
purposes.

Use non-verbal
communicationand
personallymeaningful
vocabulary to

convey andreceive
messages

Ask forkeywords
and phrases using
gestures,and L]
interspersed with
Englishwords and
phrases

Use asmallrange
of personaland
academic words
andphrasesto
make andrespond
torequestsin
familiar situations

Initiate and
engageinsocial
interactions

with peers,
usingwords and
phrasesinEnglish
interspersed with L1

Useasmallrange
of conversational
strategies

Use conversational
strategiesto
maintain fluency

Ask follow-up
questionsto
seek additional
information

Self-correct orseek
confirmationthata
word orexpression
isusedcorrectly

Use subject-
specificlanguage
to stateanopinion

Rephrase
informationto
clarify meaning
Strategicallyuse
conversational
norms

Uselanguage
to effectively
convince or
persuade

Adjustspeech
forthe
appropriate
purpose and
audience

Table 2: Continued.

Alignment of Ontario STEP Framework to the Global Scale of English - An Overview | 7



Alignment Methodology & Results

Each descriptorin the four grade bands was aligned to one or more GSE Learning Objective. In Grades 1-3and 4-6, GSE Young
LearnerLearning Objectives were used. Grades 7-8 include both Young Learner and Adult Learning Objectives while Grades
9-12 were aligned to Adult Learning Objectives. In cases where matches could not be found, the label ‘'no descriptor available’
was used.

Theresults of the alignment show progression across Steps 1-6 in each grade band, reflecting the advancement from
the beginnerlevel towards proficiency.

Step 6 ‘ Overall

Gl1-3 13-21 18-27 23-33 29-41 39-49 47-55 13-55
G4-6 20-27 25-34 30-41 38-48 46-53 52-61 20-61
G/-8 2E=37 31-38 36-44 42-55 S7=51 57-68 25-68
G9-12 28-36 34-42 41-55 51-59 57-68 67-76 28-76
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Table 3: Overall STEP-GSE alignment by grade.




Sample Alignment

The following tableis an excerpt from STEP Grades 4-6 Oral Language with the corresponding GSE Learning Objectives aligned.
Fullalignment documentationis available on request via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages

Speaking: Use language strategically to communicate for a variety of purposes.

Observable Language Behaviour GSE value

Use non-verbal communication and personally

meaningful vocabulary to convey andreceive Cansay hovx{theyfeel,u3|(ngaI|n'T|'Eed ra,ngeof 22
common adjectives (e.g. ‘happy’, ‘cold’).
messages.
STEPT Canaskabout the colour of an objectusing abasic o1
Ask forkey words and phrases using gestures, and L1 phrase.
interspersed with Englishwords and phrases.
Canasksomeonethetime. 23

Table 4: An excerpt from STEP Grades 4-6 Oral Language showing GSE alignments.
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https://www.pearson.com/languages/contact-us/educators.html

STEP ‘ Observable Language Behaviour ‘ GSELO ‘ GSEvalue

. Canask simple questions about very familiar topics. 28
Use asmallrange of personaland academic words and
phrasesto make andrespondtorequestsinfamiliar
situations. Canmake simplerequests to have ordo somethingin 20
relationto common everyday activities.
STEP2 Canaskforthings using basiclanguage. 28
Initiate and engagein socialinteractions with peers,
usingwords and phrasesin Englishinterspersed with L1. Canask someone about their likes and dislikes in a 20
basic way.
Use asmallrange of conversational strategies Canask simple questions about other people (e.g. 07
Use conversational strategies to maintain fluency. theirname, age, where they live, things they have).
Canexpress agreement using simple fixed 33
expressions.
Use conversational strategies to maintain fluency.
Canask someone simple questions about theirlife 26
and experiences.
STEP3
Ask follow-up questions to seek additional information. Canasks!mplequ.es‘uorlwsrelatmg tosomeone's 32
personalinformation, given prompts oramodel.
Self-correct orseek confirmationthataword or Canaskforatranslation orparaphrase when they 3]
expressionisused correctly. don’tknow the meaning of aword or phrase.

Table 4: Continued.
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Observable Language Behaviour

GSE value

. e . nexpr their opinions on familiar topics, usin
Use subject-specificlanguage to state an opinion. C.a SXpress eiropinions on famiiartopics, using 4]
simplelanguage.
STEP4 Rephraseinformation to clarify meaning. CanglveS|mp|eex.a.mples.tosupportthelrpomtlna 44
short talk onafamiliar topic.
. . Canintroduce anew topicinto a simple conversation
Strategically use conversationalnorms. . ) 44
ordiscussion.
Cangivereasonsforachoice orcourse of action. 51
STEP5 Uselanguage to effectively convince or persuade.
Canlistthe advantages of a course of actioninsome 56
detail, using arange of fixed expressions.
Adjust speech forthe appropriate purpose and Candeliveratalk, presentation orperformance,
STEP 6 . : . : : 58
audience. giventime torehearse andrevise the material.
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Table 4: Continued.
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