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About the GSE

Pearson developedthe Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granularunderstanding
of Englishlanguage proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their
learningjourney and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSEisanecosystemthatunderpins the Pearson English Journey:

« GSEScale: aproficiency scale from10 to 90, with clear statements for what alearner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing at any point onthe scale.

- GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of whatlearners can do at each level of proficiencyin speaking, listening,
reading, and writing.

« Courseware: all of Pearson’s Englishlanguage learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

- Assessment: institutions can develop theirown assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment
Frameworks or choose one of Pearson’s digital assessments which report onthe GSE.

The GSEis theresult of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard
against which Englishlanguage courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, &
Hayes, 2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extra layer of detail to the CEFRlevels and providing
thousands of additional learning objectives. This extrainformation helpslearners understand where they are now and offers a
step-by-step guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their
exactlevelandlearning goals.
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CEFRIlevel GSE Scale
Below Al 10-21
Al 22-29
A2 30-35
A2+ 36-42
Bl 43-50
Bl+ 51-58
B2 59-66
B2+ 67-75
Cl 76-84
C2 85-90

Table 1: Therelationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR
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To address the specific needs of learners studying English
fordifferent purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been
developedforfive different learneraudiences:

adult: adults studying ona general English course
academic: adults studying academic English
professional: adults studying English for the workplace
young learner: Englishlanguage learners aged 6-14

pre-primary: Englishlanguage learners aged 3-5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-

scale-of-english



http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english
http://pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-scale-of-english

About NCERT Learning Outcomes for the English Language Primary Stage

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is India’s national autonomous body responsible for
developing curriculum frameworks and academic standards across school education. Historically, NCERT has provided a
nationally shared reference through documents such as Learning Outcomes at the Elementary Stage, which defines what
childrenin Classes|-VllI should know, understand, and be able to do across subjects.

Following NEP 2020, India’s school system was restructuredinto a 5+3+3+4 model spanning Foundational to Secondary
stages. NCERT's NCF-SE 2023 aligns curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment with this design. Earlier terms like “Primary”
and “Elementary” are stillused but now map mainly to the Foundational and Preparatory stages. Across both frameworks,
early Englishlearningis treated as foundational, inclusive, and meaning-centred. It emphasises communicative proficiency,
drawing onlearners’home languages, experiences, and real-life use rather than rote learning.

The primary-stage English curriculum (aligned with both earlier NCERT guidance and the direction of NCF-SE 2023) highlights:

- Integrated development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, with reading and writing emerging fromrich oral
language experiences.

« Meaningfulcommunication andinteraction, using stories, rhymes, role-play, classroomtalk, and print-rich environments rather
thanisolated drills.

« Respectformultilingualismandinclusion, allowinghome languages to support learning while progressively increasing
exposure to English.

- Formative, observation-based assessment, where errors are treated as natural stages of learning and instruction is adapted to
support alllearners.

Formoreinformation about NCERT Learning Outcomes for the English Language Primary Stage, visit https://ncert.nic.in/
learning-outcome.php?In=hi.
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Alignment Methodology and Results

Across the eight grades of the NCERT primary stage, GSE Learning Objectives were aligned to the learning outcomesiin
each grade.

GSE Young LearnerLearning Objectives were used for all the grades. Eachlearning outcome was aligned to one or more GSE
Learning Objectives from across the fourlanguage skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) as appropriate.

Theresults of the alignment show progression across the grades, reflecting the advancement from the beginnerlevel to

intermediate. Thereis an overlap between the GSEranges moving from grade to grade, to accommodate a varying pace of
learner progress.

Classli Classlli ClasslV Class VI Class VII Class VI

GSE

12-22 16-27 23-32 29-37 34-42 38-50 47-55 50-61
range

Table 2: Overall NCERT Primary-GSE alignment by range.
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Sample Alignment

The following tableis an excerpt from the NCERT Primary Class Il alignment. It shows examples of the evaluation criteria
descriptors and the corresponding GSE Learning Objectives, with theirvalues and corresponding language skills.

Fullalignment documentationis available on request via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages.

Evaluation Criteria Descriptor GSE Learning Objective GSE value
Canrecite ashort, simplerhyme or chant. Speaking 16
The learnersings songs orrhymes with action.
Canuselanguagerelatedtobasic actions(e.g. clap, .
. Speaking 21
stamp, jump, walk).
anaskand answer simple questions on familiar topics Speaking 15
using simple language.
Thelearnerrespondsto comprehension
questionsrelatedto stqr|esaqd poems, in Canget the gist of short, simple stories, if told slowly and , ,
home language or English orsignlanguage, clearly and subported by pictures or gestures Listening 25
orally andinwriting (phrases/ short y PP yp 9 '
sentences).
CanfoIIO\INS|mpIe.d|angt.Jes|n shortillustrated stories, if Reading 2
they canlisten while reading.

Table 3: An excerpt from the NCERT Primary Class Il showing GSE alignment to some of the descriptors.
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Evaluation Criteria Descriptor GSE Learning Objective GSE value
Canunderstand basic sentencesintroducing someone .
Reading 17
(e.g.name, age).
Canidentify everyday objects, people oranimalsin their
Thelearneridentifies characters, and immediate surroundings orin pictures from short, basic . .
) o NN Listening 19
sequence of eventsinastory. descriptions (e.g. colour, size), if spoken slowly and
clearly.
Canrecognise familiarwords and basic phrasesin short Listenin 24
illustrated stories, if read out slowly and clearly. 9
Canuse afewbasicwordsandphrasestotalkabouta .
The learner expresses verbally her or his familiar topic. Speaking 16
opinion and asks questions about the
characters, storyline, etc., in Englishorhome
language. Canask simple questions about otherpeople (e.g. their Speakin 27
name, age, where they live, things they have). P 9
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Table 3: Continued.
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