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About the GSE

Pearson developedthe Global Scale of English (GSE) to provide instructors and learners with a more granularunderstanding
of Englishlanguage proficiency. It has been designed to build learners’ confidence by revealing exactly where they are on their
learningjourney and setting personalised goals to help them progress.

The GSEisanecosystemthatunderpins the Pearson English Journey:

« GSEScale: aproficiency scale from10 to 90, with clear statements for what alearner can achieve in speaking, listening, reading,
and writing at any point onthe scale.

- GSE Learning Objectives: descriptions of what learners can do at each level of proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and
writing.
- Courseware: all of Pearson’s English language learning courseware is developed using the GSE Learning Objectives.

- Assessment: institutions can develop theirown assessment materials using the GSE Learning Objectives and Assessment
Frameworks or choose one of Pearson’s digital assessments which report onthe GSE.

The GSEis theresult of many years of research with more than 6,000 teachers from over 50 countries. It serves as a standard
against which Englishlanguage courses and assessments worldwide can be benchmarked.

It has been psychometrically aligned to the Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR (see De Jong, Mayor, &
Hayes, 2016). The GSE complements and extends the CEFR by adding an extra layer of detail to the CEFRlevels and providing
thousands of additional learning objectives. This extrainformation helpslearners understand where they are now and offers a
step-by-step guide to where they want to go next. Using the GSE, teachers can match a student to course materials to suit their
exactlevelandlearning goals.
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CEFRIlevel ‘ GSE Scale

Below Al 10-21
Al 22-29
A2 30-35
A2+ 36-42
Bl 43-50
Bl+ 51-58
B2 59-66
B2+ 67-75
Cl 76-84
C2 85-90

Table 1: Therelationship between the GSE Scale and the CEFR
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To address the specific needs of learners studying English
fordifferent purposes, GSE Learning Objectives have been
developedforfive different learneraudiences:

adult: adults studying on a general English course
academic: adults studying academic English
professional: adults studying English for the workplace
young learner: Englishlanguage learners aged 6-14

pre-primary: Englishlanguage learners aged 3-5

For more information:
pearson.com/languages/why-pearson/the-global-

scale-of-english
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About NCERT Learning Outcomes at the Secondary Stage

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) provides the national curricular foundation for secondary
educationinIndia through framework documents such as Learning Outcomes at the Secondary Stage, which define what
learners should know, understand, and be able to do by the end of Classes IX-X. Following the introduction of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, India’s school system has beenrestructuredinto a 5+3+3+4 model, including the Secondary stage
(ages14-18). Inalignment with thisreform, NCERT released the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE)
2023, whichupdates curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment approaches.

Within both the earlier NCERT framework and the updated NCF-SE 2023, learning outcomes emphasise competency-based
education, holistic development, inclusion, and the integration of knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes, while allowing flexibility
inpedagogy and classroomimplementation. These outcomes function asreference standards rather than prescriptive syllabi,
supporting diverse pathways to achieving common national goals.

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) operationalises the NCERT framework through its Secondary and Senior
Secondary School Curricula. It adopts NCERT learning outcomes as core reference points and translates theminto detailed
curricular structures, subject offerings, syllabi, pedagogical guidance, and assessment frameworks for Classes IX-X and XI-XII. In
doing so, CBSE ensures national coherence while providing practical guidance oninstructional time, competency-basedlesson
planning, and assessment design.

Inline with NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023, the CBSE curriculum places strong emphasis on competency-based learning, formative
assessment, real-life problem-solving, multilingualism, and 21st-century skills. In this ecosystem, NCERT defines the “what” and
the developmentalintent of secondary education, while CBSE defines the “how” of implementation—ensuring that national
learning outcomes are systematically embeddedinteaching, learning, and assessment practices across CBSE-affiliated
schools.

Formoreinformation about NCERT Learning Outcomes for the English Language Secondary Stage, visit https://ncert.nic.in/
learning-outcome.php?In=hi.

Formoreinformation about CBSE, visit https://cbseacademic.nic.in/curriculum_2026.html.
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Alignment Methodology and Results

GSE Learning Objectives were aligned to the learning outcomes both gradesin NCERT Secondary IXand X, as wellas CBSE
grades IX-X (English Communicative Subject Code 101) and XI-XII (English Core Subject Code 301).

GSE Young Learner Learning Objectives and GSE Adult Learning Objectives were used for all the grades. Each learning outcome
was aligned to one ormore GSE Learning Objectives from across the fourlanguage skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing) as appropriate.

The results of the alignment show progression across the grades, reflecting the advancement from the intermediate level to
advanced. Thereis an overlap between the GSEranges moving from grade to grade, to accommodate avarying pace of learner
progress.

Class

GSERange 58-68 66-76 58-76 72-82

Table 2: Overall NCERT Secondary and CBSE-GSE alignment.
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Sample Alignment

The following tables are excerpts fromthe NCERT Class Xand CBSE Classes XI-XlIl alignments to the GSE. The tables show
examples of Learning Outcomesin NCER Class X and Specific Objectives of Writingin CBSE Classes XI-Xll and the corresponding
GSE Learning Objectives.

Fullalignment documentationis available onrequest via our website: Educator sales enquiries | Pearson Languages.

Learning Outcomes GSE Learning Objective ‘ Skill ‘ GSE Value
Canidentify keyinformationinlinguistically complex conversations at natural speed. Listening 71
Thelearnerlistens
.toannogncements, Canidentify specificinformationinalinguistically complex presentation orlecture. Listening 72
instructions,
read-aloudtexts,
audio. videos for Canfollow extended speech onabstractand complex topics outside theirfield, if able . .
’ . . . Listening 74
information, gistand to ask for confirmation of details.
details; responds by
answering questions Canselectrelevant, detailed information and arguments on complex, abstract topics
accordingly. frommultiple oral sources (e.g. lectures, podcasts, formal discussions and debates, Writing 80

interviews), provided the deliveryis atnormal speed.

Cangive well-structured, detailed presentations on a wide range of familiar subjects. Speaking 71

Canput forward asmoothly flowing andlogical structured argument, highlighting Speakin 73
The learner speaks significant points. peaxing

with coherence
and cohesionwhile

participating in Cancontribute to agroup discussion even when the speechisfastand colloquial. Speaking 75
interactive tasks.
Cancontribute fluently and naturally to a conversation about a complex or abstract topic. Speaking 79
Canparticipate inafast-paced conversation with fluent speakers. Speaking 80

Table 3: An excerpt from the NCERT Class X Learning Outcomes list showing GSE alignment.
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Learning Outcomes

GSE Learning Objective

‘ Skill ‘ GSE Value

Canexpressnews andviews effectivelyinwriting and relate to those of others. Writing 65
The students willbe
able towrite letters to Canwrite clearand precise emailsintended to create rapport and put the addressee at Writin 68
friends, relatives, etc. ease. o
towrite business and
official letters. Canemploy high-levelvocabulary and structures to enhance impactinwritten Writin 84
correspondence. 9
The students will be Canmodify the language and organisation of writteninformation when moving from Writin 74
abletoopenaccounts one form of delivery to another. 9
inpostofficesand
banks. Tofillinrailway/
airline reservation Can adapt theirregister according to the context of online interaction, moving from Wit 77
forms both online and riting

offline.

oneregisterto the otherwithinthe same exchangeif necessary.

Table 4: An excerpt from the CBSE Classes XI-Xll Specific Objectives of Writing showing GSE alignment.
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