
Go to MyEnglishLab to check what you know.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

2 UNIT 1

> Infer important ideas

> Take notes with bullets and dashes

> Recognize emphasis

> Use the passive voice

> Contract and reduce be and have

> Give your opinion 
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 Exploring Genius 3

1UNIT

1. The photo shows a prodigy—a young person with exceptional abilities. Do you know of anyone 

who could be considered a prodigy? What does this person do that is different or special?

2. If a child shows unusual talent in a particular area, how should the parents react? Should they 

push the child to develop that talent, or allow the child to develop it naturally?

3. Why do some children show advanced abilities at an early age? Are they born with a special 

talent, or do they learn it somehow?

 Exploring 
Genius
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Host: Hello, everyone. Today we have a great subject to talk about: genius—what it is and 

where it comes from. I’m sure all our listeners have heard of child prodigies—people who 

display incredible abilities when they are very young. Let’s begin by taking your calls on 

this interesting topic. First, we have Alana from New York.

Alana: Hi. My husband and I have always been fascinated by this subject, but right now, 

I’m calling about our son Mike. He’s only ten years old, but he can do all kinds of 

mathematical calculations at the speed of light. For example, we’ll show him a rule from 

my college textbook that is completely unfamiliar to him—square roots of large numbers, 

for example—and he gets it immediately. Is he a prodigy?

Host: I’m not too sure, but Mike certainly sounds interested in math. Does he ever make 

mistakes?

Alana:  Well, sure, sometimes. But then he goes back to revise the answers he gets wrong. 

And he enjoys doing calculations. He has a lot of confidence in his own abilities.

Host: That’s terrific. Whether he’s a prodigy or not, I think you should definitely 

encourage his interest. Thanks for calling. Next, we have Steve from Chicago.

Steve: Hello? Yes, well, I’d like to know where talented young children get their abilities.

Host: You know, we’re not really sure. Even the most renowned scientists don’t 

agree on why a few children become prodigies. Some young children become skilled 

in something like math, music, or chess before our very eyes. They don’t have any 

training, and, most of the time, they’re completely unconscious of their abilities. It’s 

just the way they are. For example, Mozart started composing when he was five. It 

was instinctive, almost involuntary. And perhaps you’ve heard about Akrit Jaswal, 

the young Indian boy who performed surgery at the age of seven. Now, he really 

was a prodigy, as far as I’m concerned. OK. Our next caller is Samir, from Dallas.

Samir:  Hi. I wanted to point out that all children have a lot of potential. That’s an 

objective fact.

Host: Yes, you’re right—and we certainly want to encourage all children to do their 

best. But personally, I do think that some individuals are a bit different. They seem to 

be born with some kind of underlying talent. Let’s take a break now. When we return, 

we’ll be talking about how parents should handle their children’s talents.

TRANSCRIPT

4 UNIT 1

 FOCUS ON LISTENING2
LISTENING ONE  The Music in My Head

1  Read and listen to a radio call-in show about genius. Notice the boldfaced words and 
phrases. Try to guess their meanings.

VOCABULARYSam
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2 Match the words and phrases on the left with the defi nitions on the right.

h  1. involuntary

 2. before (one’s) very eyes

 3. confi dence

 4. fascinated (adj.)

 5. at the speed of light 

 6. objective (adj.)

 7. renowned 

 8. revise 

 9. unconscious 

 10. unfamiliar

a. directly in front of us, while we watch 

b. to review and correct or change something

c. belief in your ability to do things well

d. unaware, not realizing what you are doing

e. very interested

f. not infl uenced by your own feelings, 

beliefs, or ideas

g. known and admired by a lot of people

h. automatically, without intending to 

i. extremely quickly

j. not aware of

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more vocabulary practice.

You will hear a report by reporter Scott Pelley about a musical prodigy named Jay Greenberg. 

 Listen to the introduction to the report. Then answer the questions. 

1. What characteristics set Jay Greenberg apart?

2. What activities set Greenberg apart?

3. What other information about “the greatest [musical] talent to come along in 200 years” might 

the report include? Check (✓) them.

his role models

his successes

his challenges

his parents’ reaction

his critics’ opinions

PREVIEW

Like Jay Greenberg, jazz pianist Joey Alexander 
(b. 2003) is a prodigy, teaching himself to play 
the piano as a young child.
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1  Listen to the whole report. Create a chart like the one below to take notes. 

LISTEN

Main Ideas Details

Reporter: 

Jay Greenberg =  musical 

prodigy

- studies at Juilliard

- is greatest talent in 200 yrs

- has written 5 full-length symphonies

- is 12 yrs old

 TAKE NOTES The Music in My Head

2 Compare your notes with a partner’s. How can you improve your notes?

Go to MyEnglishLab to view example notes.

Answer the questions. Use your notes to help you.

1. What does Jay’s teacher Sam Zyman say about Jay’s talent?

2. What does Jay say about how he creates compositions?

3. What role have Jay’s parents played in the development of his talent?

4. Why doesn’t Jay go back and revise his work?

MAIN IDEAS

Sam
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1  Listen again and add to your notes. Then identify the statements as T (true) or  
F (false). Correct the false statements. Use your notes to help you. Discuss your answers 
with a partner.

  1. Jay Greenberg named himself “Bluejay” because he is small and produces a lot of 

sound, like a small bird.

  2. Other musicians have helped Jay to compose his music.

  3. Sam Zyman is a composer and teacher at the Juilliard School.

  4. At twelve, Jay could probably write a great sonata in two hours, according to Zyman.

  5. Jay doesn’t need to think about his compositions.

  6. Jay’s parents are professional musicians.

  7. By the age of two, Jay had begun drawing pictures of instruments that his parents 

had at home.

  8. At the age of three, Jay began composing music by drawing small cellos as musical 

notes on a scale.

  9. As a child, Jay’s hero was Batman.

  10. Jay creates symphonies by writing for one instrument and then thinking about how 

the others should come in.

2 With a partner, take turns summarizing your notes. Then discuss how your notes and 
your answers in Preview helped you understand the listening.

 Go to MyEnglishLab for more listening practice.

Inferring Important Ideas

An inference is an educated guess about something that is not directly stated. Speakers sometimes 
stress or repeat key words to emphasize important ideas. By listening for such signals, listeners can 
infer what ideas the speaker considers to be important.

 Read and listen to an excerpt from the Jay Greenberg report. Note the stressed or 
repeated words. Then answer the questions.

Example

SCOTT PELLEY:  A twelve-year-old wrote this. He wrote every note for each and every 
instrument. And the really amazing part is, he wrote it in just a few hours.

1. Which words does the reporter stress or repeat? 

2. Which idea does the reporter want to emphasize?

a. Jay has an unusual background.

b. Jay is incredibly talented.

ANSWERS: 1. He stresses twelve and a few hours. He repeats wrote (wrote this, wrote every note, 
wrote it in just a few hours) and stresses and repeats every (every note, every instrument). 
2. b

DETAILS

MAKE INFERENCES 
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ple unit



8 UNIT 1

 Listen to excerpts from the Jay Greenberg report and answer the questions.

Excerpt One

Music teacher Sam Zyman comments on Jay Greenberg’s skills.

1. Which words does Zyman repeat? 

2. Which idea does Zyman emphasize? 

a. Jay is one of the greatest music prodigies in history.

b. Jay’s parents are responsible for his composition skills.

Excerpt Two

Jay’s mother Orna Greenberg comments on her son.

1. Which word does she repeat? 

2. Which idea does she emphasize? 

a. She thought she should encourage her son’s interest in music.

b. Jay became obsessed with cellos when he was a young child.

Work with a partner or in a small group. Discuss the questions.

1. Why are Jay’s teacher and mother so surprised by Jay’s talents?

2. What kinds of feelings does Jay experience when he is composing?

3. What do you predict for Jay’s future in music and in life?

Go to MyEnglishLab to give your opinion about another question.

LISTENING TWO  What Makes a Prodigy?

1 Work with a partner. Take turns reading the words in the box aloud. Try to guess their 
meanings. Check a dictionary if necessary.

accomplished (adj.) exceptional influential potential (n.)

achieve inconclusive interact

DISCUSS 

VOCABULARY

APPLY Find information 
in your notes to use in 
your discussion.

 USE YOUR NOTES 
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Hello, everyone. Today, we're going to continue our discussion about prodigies. 

As early as the seventeenth century, scientists began to ask where unusual 

abilities come from, and we are still fascinated by this question today. Why are 

some children especially intelligent and ____________________ in certain 

areas while others are not? Why do some have  ____________________ talent? 

Are they simply born with the  ____________________ to do well at something, 

or do they somehow acquire their talent from their environment and by how 

they ____________________ with the world?

This question is now referred to as “the nature / nurture debate.” Nature refers 

to natural, inborn ability. For example, some people are born with the ability to 

run faster than others, to do mathematical calculations in their head, or to 

____________________ success in chess, even if they get very little 

encouragement from their families or teachers.

Nurture, on the other hand, refers to the impact of people's environment on 

their success. For example, some great musicians have had the help and 

support of ____________________ teachers or parents who have made their 

children practice for hours every day. Sometimes, an uncle or sibling may 

inspire a child to take up a particular activity. Researchers say that these 

influences are also very important.

Today, scientists have a greater ability to study nature and nurture. They use 

modern methods, like neuro-imaging scans, to study the human brain, 

particularly areas like the cerebellum. However, in the end, research about 

whether our genes or environment are responsible for our successes is  

____________________.

LECTURER:

2.

3.

4.

7.

1. 

5.

6.

 Exploring Genius 9

2 Complete the transcript with the words from Exercise One. The transcript is from a 
lecture and about the so-called “nature / nurture debate,” which considers the origin of 
unusual abilities. Then take turns with a partner reading the lecture aloud.

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more vocabulary practice.
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Taking Notes with Bullets and Dashes

When you listen to speakers, notice how they use details, such as examples and explanations, to 
support their ideas. As you take notes, list details using bullets or dashes to show their relationship 
to the main ideas. 

Items should be listed using a consistent, or parallel, structure (all verbs, all nouns, etc.).

Example

  You hear:  Researchers study the brains of prodigies in different ways. One way is to use 
neuro-imaging scans. This is a procedure for studying the brain. Another way is to 
focus on the cerebellum, which is a particular area of the brain. And yet another 
way to study the brains of prodigies is to examine “working memory,” which is 
done to measure brain speed.

  You write: Researchers study brains of prodigies in different ways

 – use neuro-imaging scans (to study the brain)

 – focus on cerebellum (an area of the brain)

 – examine “working memory” to measure brain speed

NOTE-TAKING SKILL

 Listen to excerpts from an interview with a scientist. List the examples and explanations 
using bullets and dashes.

Excerpt One Excerpt Two

Prodigies run in families  Research done on abilities 

in different areas:

• Sibling

Go to MyEnglishLab for more note-taking practice.
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You will hear an interview with Dr. Gráinne McLoughlin, a 

scientist who specializes in the study of twins.

1  Listen to the interview. Create a chart like the one 
below to take notes. Try to list the examples and 
explanations with bullets or dashes as you take notes.

COMPREHENSION

2 Use your notes to answer the questions. 

1. According to Dr. McLoughlin, how common are prodigies?

2. What special techniques do scientists use to study prodigies? 

3. How are prodigies different from other people?

4. Dr. McLoughlin says, “The study of twins has allowed us to understand the infl uence of 

nature and nurture on many different behaviors and abilities.” What does she mean? 

5. Dr. McLoughlin says, “A great deal of research has been 

done . . . But the results are often inconclusive.” What 

does she mean? 

6. What is the smart seventeen-year-old boy who graduated from Cambridge University an 

example of?

7. Why does Dr. McLoughlin talk about Tiger Woods? 

8. What does Dr. McLoughlin conclude about whether geniuses are born or made?

Main Ideas Details

 TAKE NOTES What Makes a Prodigy?

Compare your notes with 
a partner’s. How can you 
improve your notes next time? 

 USE YOUR NOTES 
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1  Listen to an excerpt from the interview with Dr. McLoughlin. How does her voice 
change when she says “differently”?

Recognizing Emphasis

When speakers want to emphasize an important idea, they often slow down and stress one word or 
phrase, speaking loudly and clearly. The word or phrase can indicate the speaker’s view.

 Read and listen to an excerpt from the interview with Dr. McLoughlin. Then answer  
the question.

Example

DR. MCLOUGHLIN: Actually, prodigies are quite rare.

What does she say?

a. Actually, prodigies are quite rare. (This emphasis indicates that the information—that prodigies 
are very uncommon—is important or surprising.)

b. Actually, prodigies are quite rare. (This emphasis indicates confirmation or agreement with the 
information—that prodigies are very uncommon.)

ANSWER: a - Dr. McLoughlin emphasizes rare to express her feeling that the information (that 
prodigies are very uncommon) is important and may be surprising.

LISTENING SKILL

2  Listen to excerpts from the interview with Dr. McLoughlin. Circle the correct answers.

Excerpt One

1. Which word does Dr. McLoughlin emphasize?

a. . . . a person can be made a genius. 

b. . . . a person can be made a genius.

2. What does she mean?

a. Tiger Woods’s experience, not his abilities, influenced his success.

b. Many people would disagree with this statement, but it’s true.

Excerpt Two

1. Which word does Dr. McLoughlin emphasize?

a. It could be that we all have the potential for genius . . . 

b. It could be that we all have the potential for genius . . .

2. What does she mean?

a. Each one of us could become a genius, under the right circumstances.

b. Perhaps we have natural abilities.

 Go to MyEnglishLab for more skill practice.
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ORGANIZE

What do we understand about prodigies? Complete 
the chart with details from the listenings. 

PRODIGIES

LISTENING ONE: 

The Music in My Head

LISTENING TWO: 

What Makes a Prodigy?

Jay Greenberg’s Experience General Research

1. What are some outward 
signs of a prodigy?

2. What does science 
know about the biology 
of prodigies?

3. What role does nature 
play in the making of 
a prodigy?

4. How much of a factor 
is environment on the 
development of a prodigy?

CONNECT THE LISTENINGS 

APPLY Review your notes 
from Listening One and Two. 
Use the information in your 
notes to complete the chart.

 USE YOUR NOTES 

Sam
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SYNTHESIZE

What does the research of Dr. Gráinne McLoughlin tell us about prodigies? How does the 
case of Jay Greenberg support or not support these ideas? Discuss the questions with a 
partner. Give examples from the listenings.

• STUDENT A: Explain the main points of Dr. McLoughlin’s research. 

• STUDENT B: Talk about how Jay Greenberg’s experience fi ts into those fi ndings. 

Example

A:   Prodigies are rare.

B:  That explains why we’re fascinated by them. Hearing music composed by a twelve-year-old 

is fascinating.

Go to MyEnglishLab to check what you learned.
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REVIEW

1 Complete the chart with different forms of the words. Then compare answers with a 
partner. Check a dictionary or ask your instructor.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

accomplished 

achievement 

confidence 

fascinated 
fascinating

fascinatingly

 influential influentially

interaction 

voluntary 
involuntary

VOCABULARY
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16 UNIT 1

2 Work with a partner. Complete the conversation by circling the correct word form. Then 
read the conversation aloud.

 WOMAN: Good morning, Doctor. I have newborn identical twins, and I want to make sure I 

treat them differently because I want them both to (1) achievement / achieve their 

full potential. Can you advise me?

 DOCTOR: Raising twins is a (2) fascination / fascinating experience. And, of course, this 

experience must be very diffi cult for you, because even one baby is a lot of work. 

Two is “double the trouble,” as they say! Now, every infant needs individual attention, 

so try to spend quality time with each one. That way you can develop a different kind 

of (3) interaction / interactive with each twin.

 WOMAN:  Yes, I’d like to. But I’m not feeling very (4) confi dence / confi dent. I’m worried 

that other people will treat them both the same. After all, they look identical. When 

people see them, they’ll always assume they have the same personality and the same 

skills. I suppose that’s a(n) (5) volunteer / involuntary reaction when you see 

identical twins.

 DOCTOR: Perhaps, but try not to be too concerned. As they grow, make sure you understand 

how they are different and what each one is interested in. It’s important to encourage 

their individual interests, talents, and (6) infl uences / infl uential so that as they 

grow up, they can set their own goals and (7) accomplish / accomplishments

different things. In the meantime, try to fi nd someone who can (8) volunteer / 

voluntary to help you get things done. You need to take care of yourself, too!

identical twins

Sam
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EXPAND

Read the opinions about how people become geniuses. Then write each boldfaced word 
from the text next to its defi nition.

My daughter seems to have an innate talent for music. One day, 

when she was only about seven years old, we took her to a store 

where they sold instruments, and, out of the blue, she picked up 

a guitar and started to play it. She seemed to have an instinctive

feeling about chords and notes. There are no musicians in my 

family, so I think that she is naturally predisposed to be good at 

music. How else can you explain her talent?

126 views    2 Shares    71 LikesKimberly Lewis, parent

Everyone is born with potential, and it's a teacher's job to 

motivate his or her students to develop it. I'm in favor of giving 

all my students the chance to experiment with different things— 

music, math, languages, and so on. Then, if they enjoy it, they 

can explore it on their own. Of course, you have to take into 

account people's natural abilities: After all, some students pick 

up certain subjects faster than others. But everyone deserves the 

chance to succeed.

318 views    4 Shares    128 Likes

Dan Medina, teacher

I've been really good at art since I was a child. In actual fact, 

many people tell me that my work—my paintings—really affect 

them emotionally. I believe that people inherit some of their 

characteristics from their parents: That's just common sense. 

Now I'm a successful digital designer working with all kinds of 

complex computer codes. I've been encouraged by a lot of 

different people in my life, but I also think that I was born with a 

natural aptitude for art.

459 views    3 Shares    198 Likes

Carly Michaels, prodigy

4:47

8:32

6:17

HOW DO PEOPLE BECOME GENIUSES?
A parent, a teacher, and a prodigy offer their opinions.

1. :  to pay attention 

to, allow for

2. :  naturally 

inclined to

3. : without warning

4. : by themselves

5. : by instinct

6. : natural, inborn

 7. :  to acquire, genetically, 

from your parents

 8. : to encourage

 9. : not easy to understand

 10. :  sound judgment: what 

most people would say

 11. : to be for, supportive of

 12. : in truth
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CREATE

APPLY  Work in a small group. Follow the steps.

1.  Read the discussion forum. Which group of students should the school invest the money in? 

What would be the benefi ts of each approach?

2.  Discuss your reaction.

3.  Try to use the vocabulary from Review and Expand.

REPLY

Kendra Bauer, Seabury Principal                                                                    3 hours ago

Seabury Middle School is facing a difficult decision about which programs to 

support. I'm opening this forum to ask for parents' opinions. We've been given 

some additional funding to support a program of our choice, and we're trying to 

decide whether to allocate it to the honors program or to an after-school program 

for struggling students.

Seabury Middle School  |  Forum: Additional funding

proudpapa123    RE: Additional funding                                 2 hours ago

My son's a really good student, and I think he needs to be encouraged 

more in his classes. You should invest this money in the honors program. 

That way, students like my son can be pushed to do even better.

m_vasquez    RE: Additional funding                          24 minutes ago

All of our students need to be supported, not just the best ones in the 

school! We've had a lot of discussions about this in our parents' group, 

and we feel that the after-school program would be a much better 

choice. Students could be given the chance to explore different subjects, 

like math, art, or music. All students deserve the chance to succeed!

avs_fan17:    RE: Additional funding                                  13 minutes ago

I don't see why the money couldn't be divided. Obviously, some of the 

more advanced students need to be challenged, but sometimes children 

need support in a subject they find difficult. Not everyone is good at 

everything, so why not expose all the students to different subjects?

27 hearts

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more vocabulary practice.

Sam
ple unit



 Exploring Genius 19

1 Look at the illustration and then read the description. Notice 
the forms of the boldfaced verbs.

In this cartoon, a boy is showing his teacher how to solve a 

complex math problem. Most likely, he has been taught to 

solve this kind of problem at home, not at school. The teacher 

is surprised by the boy’s explanation.

GRAMMAR FOR SPEAKING

Using the Passive Voice

How to Form the Passive Voice Active Passive

To form the passive voice, use 
the correct form of be + past 
participle.

Optional: If the agent of the 
action (the subject of an active 
sentence) is known and important, 
you can use by + agent. 

Many parents encourage

their children to explore 
different interests.

Many children are 

encouraged by their
parents to explore 
different interests.

The object in an active sentence 
becomes the subject in a 
passive sentence. 

My parents didn’t allow me

to play sports until I had 
fi nished my homework.

I wasn’t allowed to play 
sports until I had fi nished 
my homework.

With modals (can, may, should, 
will, etc.), use modal + base form 
of be + past participle. 

Children can beat adults at 
some memory games.

Adults can be beaten

by children at some 
memory games.

When to Use the Passive Voice

Use the passive voice to shift 
focus from the agent of the 
action to the person or thing 
being described. In this example, 
prodigies are more important than 
people all over the world.

Prodigies are admired by people all over the world.

Use the passive voice when you 
do not know the agent of the 
action, or when the agent is not 
important. In this example, it 
doesn’t matter who is reporting 
the news.

News about the child violinist is being reported in detail.

Use the passive voice when you 
don’t want to mention the agent, 
particularly to avoid blaming the 
agent. In this example, we know 
who made the mistakes, but we 
don’t wish to name that person.

Some factual mistakes have been made in the series of 
articles about the young artist. For example, she was fi ve 
years old when she had an exhibition, not fi fteen.

Sam
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2 Complete the news report transcript. Use the passive voice and the verbs and forms 
indicated. Then take turns with a partner reading the report aloud.

NEWSCASTER: Now, some news about prodigies from around the world. 

      Over the past two weeks, live audiences around the world ____________________  as the 

Chinese pianist Lang Lang (1982–) performed his latest work. One of these concerts was filmed 

and ____________________  on public television next week.

      On this day in 2013, Shakuntala Devi died at the age of 83. Born in southern India, Devi 

____________________ as the “human computer” because she could calculate large numbers in 

her head. People thought she ____________________ special instruction in mathematics, but in 

fact, she had no formal education. She ____________________ to do complex calculations by 

her father, who was a circus performer.

      Coming up next month is the annual Capablanca Memorial Chess Tournament, held in 

memory of José Raúl Capablanca y Graupera (1888–1942), the “human chess machine.” Born 

in Cuba, Capablanca ____________________ one of the greatest chess players of all time. 

Unlike other famous players, he ____________________ for his simple playing style, but he 

played at the speed of light. This, together with his exceptional skill, made it almost impossible 

for other players to beat him.

1. (captivate, present perfect)

2. (show, future)

3. (know, past)

 4. (give, past perfect)

5. (teach, past)

6. (consider, present)

 7. (know, past)

3 Rewrite the active sentences in the passive voice. Omit the agent.

1. A teacher told my son to practice piano more often.

My son was told to practice piano more often.

2. My father didn’t allow me to play soccer.

3. Your friends have always told you that you’re good at art.

4. They’re not going to release their new album until next week.

5. People can see Julie’s work at the local art museum.
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4 Work with a partner. Take turns reading and responding. Then complete the chart by 
writing the correct forms.

 STUDENT A: Cover the second column. Read one of the statements or questions.

 STUDENT B: Cover the fi rst column. Respond, using the passive voice and the verb 

form indicated.

Statement / Question Response

1. People are born with a certain amount 
of natural ability.

Yes, but environment is also important. If you 

bring up, present
 in a musical family, 

for example, you are more likely to be good 

at music.

2. Dr. McLoughlin says that nature and 
nurture are both important.

Yes. She seems to think that they 

can’t separate, present
 .

3. Scientists seem to have done a lot of 
studies on prodigies.

Yes, and one thing was very interesting 

to me: It sounds like a lot of studies 

conduct, present perfect
 on twins.

4. Were you a good math student? No, not really. But I think if I 

encourage, past perfect
 more, I would have 

done much better.

5. I do think Jay Greenberg is a genius, 
but he’s had a lot of education, too. Right. Jay 

expose, present perfect
 to all 

kinds of music instruction.

6. Jay has become really famous.
I know. Now he

contact, present progressive
 by 

musicians all over the world.

7. I think he’s going to be doing a lot of 
international performances. Yes, I heard that he 

invite, future

to Japan next fall.

8. I’m learning to play the piano, but I 
feel bad when I see young children 
play so much better than I do.

You
shouldn’t intimidate / present

 by them. Not 

everyone can be a prodigy!

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more grammar practice. 
Check what you learned in MyEnglishLab.
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Contracting and Reducing Be and Have

In speech, fluent speakers often use contractions of the verbs be and have after pronouns: He is ➞ 
He’s, They are ➞ They’re, She has ➞ She’s, We have ➞ We’ve. These contractions sound friendlier 
and less formal, and are easier to say than the full forms. 

After nouns, these same verbs often have reduced pronunciations. 

 Read and listen to the examples.

Examples

•  Is is pronounced /z/ after most sounds. But it’s pronounced /əz/ (the so-called long plural: 
Gus’s) after these sounds: s, z, ʃ, ʒ, tʃ, dʒ. 

A: My husband is convinced that Mitch is really talented.

Say: “husbandz” /həzbəndz/

 “Mitchəz” /mɪtʃəz/

•  Are is pronounced /ər/ or /är/. It is joined with the preceding word.

B: People are interested in prodigies. Scientists are interested in them, too.

Say: “peoplər” /piyplər/

 “scientistsär” /sayəntistsär/

•  Have is pronounced /əv/ (like the preposition of ). It is joined closely with the preceding word. 

A: Some have become world famous.

Say: “soməv” /səməv/

•  Has is pronounced like is (see above).

B: The word genius has become difficult to define.

Say: “geniusəz” /dʒiynyəsəz/

NOTE: For reference, see the phonetic alphabet on page 247.

PRONUNCIATION

1  Read and listen to the sentences. Underline the verbs that are contracted or reduced. 
(Not every sentence has a contraction or reduction.) Then practice saying the sentences 
with a partner, using contractions and reductions.

1. “The United States has become fascinated by prodigies.”

2. “Parents are aware of their children’s talents.”

3. “I have seen young children with a natural aptitude for sports.”

4. “Critics have warned that it’s unhealthy to put too much pressure on children.”

5. “We are concerned that our son spends too much time on his math problems.”

6. “Researchers are interested in studying children with unusual abilities.”
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2  Read and listen to an excerpt from a podcast about prodigies. As you listen, fi ll in the 
verbs you hear. 

HOST: Painting prodigy Aelita Andre, born in Melbourne, Australia, in 

2007, has captured the world’s attention with her colorful work. 

However, people ____________________ often surprised when they 

hear that she started when she was only nine months old. The media 

____________________ called her the “youngest professional painter 

in the world.” Aelita’s parents are themselves artists, and they 

____________________ always encouraged their daughter to paint. 

They say she can spend hours working on a canvas. The public 

____________________ responded enthusiastically to Aelita’s work— 

in fact, one of her paintings sold for $50,000. Some critics 

____________________ called Aelita’s work “surrealist

abstract expressionism.”

2.

3.

4.

1. 

5.

3 APPLY  Prepare to retell Aelita’s story to your partner. Mark the transcript in Exercise Two 
with the contractions and reductions you plan to make. Then read the transcript aloud.
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Giving Your Opinion

In a discussion, it is important to state your own opinion or viewpoints clearly and to do so  
politely. That way, listeners will be able to understand and respect your ideas. Sometimes, however, 
you may not want to give an opinion—either because you don’t have one or because you want to 
avoid an argument!

Give an Opinion I (don’t) think . . .

I believe . . .

If you ask me, . . . 

In my opinion, . . . 

As far as I know, . . . 

As I see it, . . . 

From what I understand, . . .

Agree I agree.

I think so, too.

I couldn’t agree more.

That’s just what I was going to say!

Yes, exactly.

Disagree Maybe / Perhaps, but . . . 

You have a good point, but . . . 

Yes, but on the other hand . . . 

That’s not exactly the way I see it.  
I think . . .

I’m not so sure . . .

Not Give an 
Opinion

I’m not really sure.

I don’t know what to think.

I haven’t made up my mind.

I’m of two minds. 

On one hand, . . . , but on the other 
hand, . . . 

Beats me. (informal)

SPEAKING SKILL

APPLY  Work in groups of three. Take turns presenting and responding to the ideas. Speak; 
don’t write. Use an expression from the chart above when you state your opinion.

1. A: I think most child prodigies are influenced by their parents.

 B: I think so, too. If you ask me, some parents put too much pressure on their children.

 C: Well, you have a good point, but some children seem to be born with exceptional abilities.

2. A: From what I understand, you lose your natural abilities if you don’t develop them.

 B:   . . .

 C:   . . .

3. A: I think anyone could become a prodigy with enough work, don’t you?

 B:   . . .

 C:   . . .
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4. A: I don’t think prodigies are always very happy.

 B:   . . .

 C:   . . .

5. A: I think it’s unhealthy for young children to become so involved in only one area.

 B:   . . .

 C:   . . .

 Go to MyEnglishLab for more skill practice and to check what you learned.

In this activity, you will work in a group and take turns sharing a case study about an actual  

child prodigy. 

PREPARE

1 Work in a group of four. Each member chooses a different case study from the box. (See 
Student Activities on page 216 for the details of each case study.)

•  Read your case study. Do not read the other case studies.

•  Consider these questions: What is the child’s gift? How was it discovered? How was it 

developed (through practice, lessons, etc.)? What kind of support did the child have (parents, 

school, etc.)? What challenges or special circumstances did the child face? 

•  Do additional research online. 

Case study 1: The Young Tennis Dynamo

Case study 2: The Math Whiz

Case study 3: The Promising Violinist

Case study 4: The Chess Master

2 APPLY  Consider how to apply the vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and speaking skills 
from the unit. Use the checklist to help you.

  Vocabulary: Read through the list of vocabulary on page 27. Which words can you include 

in your discussion to make it clearer and more interesting? Choose at least three words or 

phrases to use and add them to your notes.

  Grammar: Scan your notes for places where you will use the passive voice. Can you use the 

form correctly?

  Pronunciation: Record yourself practicing using contractions and reductions of be and have. 

Then listen back. Are your ideas clear?

  Speaking Skill: Think about how you want to state your opinion. Try to choose the 

expressions that are most effective.

FINAL SPEAKING TASK: Discussion APPLY
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DISCUSS

1 Discuss your case study with the group. 

•  Present the details of your case study. 

•  Tell about the individual’s gift. 

•  Explain how that gift was developed by the parents, school, or others. Include details about 

special challenges or circumstances the individual faced.

2 Share reactions to your case study with the class. 

• Share your and your group’s reactions.

• Invite responses from the other groups.Sam
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APPLY Read the quotes and decide what they mean. Then choose one and speak about it 
in class. Explain the meaning and say whether you agree or disagree, and why. Use the 
vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and speaking skills from the unit.

ALTERNATIVE SPEAKING TOPIC
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CHECK WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED

Check (✔) the outcomes you’ve met and vocabulary you’ve learned. Put an X next to the 
skills and vocabulary you still need to practice. 

Learning Outcomes Vocabulary Multi-word Units

 Infer important ideas 

 Take notes with 
bullets and dashes

 Recognize emphasis

 Use the passive voice 

 Contract and reduce 
be and have

 Give your opinion

 accomplished (adj.)

 achieve AWL

 confi dence

 exceptional

 fascinated (adj.)

 inconclusive AWL

 infl uential

 interact AWL

 involuntary

 objective (adj.) AWL

 potential (n.) AWL

 renowned

 revise AWL

 unconscious

 unfamiliar

 at the speed 
of light

 before (one’s) 
very eyes

Go to MyEnglishLab to watch a video about child prodigies, access the Unit Project, and take the 
Unit 1 Achievement Test.

Genius is 1 percent inspiration and 99 percent perspiration.
Thomas A.  Edison: American inventor,  1847–1931

Aristotle:  Greek phi losopher,  384–322 BCE

Genius is eternal patience.
Michelangelo:  Ita l ian art ist ,  1475–1564

Find out what your gift is and nurture it.
Katy Perry:  American s inger,  1984–

For every child prodigy that you know about, at least 50 potential

ones have burned out before you even heard about them.

I tzhak Perlman: Israel i  v iol inist,  1945–

There is no great genius without a mixture of madness.Sam
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