
Go to MyEnglishLab to check what you know.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

48 UNIT 3

> Infer factual information from context

> Take notes with abbreviations

> Recognize and understand pronoun 
references

> Use present perfect and simple past

> Pronounce -ed endingsed endings

> Use eye contact in a presentation

Sam
ple unit



 FOCUS ON THE TOPIC1
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3UNIT

1. What are some different kinds of space exploration? What is the purpose of this exploration?

2. What are the benefi ts of exploring space? What are the risks?

 Why 
Explore 
Space?
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An Ecuadorian communication satellite was hit by pieces of an old spacecraft
about 1,500 kilometers (930 miles) above the southeastern coast of Africa. The 
satellite, called Pegaso, was sent into space in 2011. It was Ecuador’s first satellite 
to orbit Earth.

Scientists knew the satellite would pass near the aging 
spacecraft, which was sent up in 1985 by the Soviet 
Union. The old rocket broke into fragments and is now 
surrounded by a cloud of debris. Scientists believe that 
Pegaso collided with the debris. The tiny satellite 
weighed only 1.2 kilograms (2.6 pounds), so even a 
small particle of debris could have caused damage.

Ecuador’s space agency, EXA, said that the satellite 
continues to orbit but cannot send or receive signals. 
Pegaso was designed to send pictures and video back to 
Earth. Scientists are tracking the satellite to see if it 
stays on course or stops working completely.

Despite the accident, Ecuador and Russia still cooperate on their space programs. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) said that no 
American satellites are in danger.

Pegaso communication satellite

Ecuador’s Satellite Hit by Russian Spacecraft

 FOCUS ON LISTENING2

50 UNIT 3

LISTENING ONE  The Space Junk Problem

1  Read and listen to the article about a satellite from Ecuador. Notice the boldfaced 
words. Try to guess their meanings.

VOCABULARYSam
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2 Match the words with the defi nitions. Write the words in the blanks.

damage fragment orbit satellite track

 1. :  machine that is sent into space and goes around Earth and is used for 

radio, video, and other electronic communication

 2. : a piece of something that has broken off something larger

 3. : physical harm that is done to something

 4. : to follow the movements of something

 5. :  to travel in a curved path around a much larger object such as the 

Earth or sun

collide cooperate debris particle spacecraft

 6. : a vehicle that is able to travel in space

 7. : a very small piece of something

 8. : the pieces of something that are left after it has been destroyed

 9. : to hit something that is moving in a different direction

 10. : to work with someone else to do something that you both want

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more vocabulary practice.

Trash has been a problem on Earth for many years. Now there is also trash in space. In this radio 

report, you will learn about space junk.

PREVIEW

 Listen to an excerpt from the report. Answer the question.

Is space junk1 dangerous? Why or why not? 

1 junk: unwanted old object

an orbital debris cloud damage to the Mir Space Station 
from space debris
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1  Listen to the whole report. Create a chart like the one below to take notes. 

LISTEN

Main Ideas Details

NASA—old satellite falling 

to Earth

• 6 tons

• into ocean

 TAKE NOTES The Space Junk Problem

2 Compare your notes with a partner’s. How can you improve your notes?

Go to MyEnglishLab to view example notes.

Choose the correct answer to complete each statement. Use your notes to help you.

1. Most space debris is created when satellites  .

a. stop working

b. collide or explode

c. fall back to Earth

2. Falling debris  .

a. sometimes causes injury to people on Earth

b. usually burns up before it reaches the ground

c. frequently falls into cities and towns

3. Debris fragments in space are dangerous because they  .

a. all move in the same direction

b. orbit close to Earth

c. travel very fast

4. Space debris presents the biggest danger to  .

a. space crafts and satellites

b. oceans and rivers

c. people and animals

5.  must cooperate to solve the problem of space debris.

a. Scientists and researchers

b. The international community

c. Governments and businesses

MAIN IDEAS
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1  Listen again and add to your notes. Choose the correct answer to complete each 
statement. Use your notes to help you.

1. A six-ton piece of space debris the size of a bus fell to Earth in   .

a. 2001 b. 2010 c. 2011

2. Two events created   of the debris in space.

a. one-half (1/2) b. one-quarter (1/4) c. one-third (1/3)

3. NASA tracks   large debris fragments that orbit Earth.

a. 2,100 b. 21,000 c. 210,000

4. There may be   of tiny debris particles.

a. hundreds b. millions c. hundreds of millions

5. Each day, an average of   of space debris falls to Earth.

a. one piece b. five pieces c. ten pieces

6. Space debris travels at   kilometers per second.

a. 8 b. 8.8 c. 18 

7. There are more than   working satellites in orbit around Earth.

a. 1,000 b. 5,000 c. 10,000

8.   countries formed an organization to solve the problem of space debris.

a. Two b. Twelve c. Twenty

2 With a partner, take turns summarizing your notes. Then discuss how your notes and 
your answer in Preview helped you understand the listening.

 Go to MyEnglishLab for more listening practice.

DETAILS
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Inferring Factual Information from Context

A speaker may give facts indirectly. The listener can infer the facts based on the context.

 Read and listen to the example. Notice how Michaela Johnson corrects the reporter. 
Based on inference, who do you think Michaela Johnson means when she says “we”?

Example

 RepoRteR: But this made us wonder: How much space junk is up there? And are we 
in danger?

 Michaela Johnson: Well, we call it orbital debris, not space junk.

Michaela Johnson means “scientists.” She doesn’t say directly that scientists use the term orbital 
debris. However, you can infer the information from the context because she is a scientist, and she 
says, “we call it . . .”

MAKE INFERENCES 

 Listen to the excerpts. Choose the correct answer to complete each statement. Then 
write the key words from the excerpt that helped you decide.

Excerpt One

NASA can’t track most of the debris fragments because they   .

a. are not important

b. move too fast

c. are too small

Key words:  

Excerpt Two

People   being hit by space debris.

a. should

b. should not worry about

c. should look out for

Key words:  

Excerpt Three

  are dangerous to spacecraft.

a. Only large fragments

b. Only small fragments

c. Fragments of all sizes

Key words:  
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Work in a small group. Read the questions. Discuss your ideas.

1. In the report, Michaela Johnson indicates that the space debris 

problem “will only get worse unless we can stop the creation of 

more space debris.” Imagine that in an effort to fi nd a solution to 

the space debris problem, you decide to make a public service announcement to educate people 

about the problem of space debris. What information would you include? What type of images?

2. The report described the need for countries to work together to solve the problem of space 

debris. What can be done about the problem? How can countries cooperate to fi nd a solution? 

Go to MyEnglishLab to give your opinion about another question.

DISCUSS 

APPLY Find information 
in your notes to use in 
your discussion.

 USE YOUR NOTES 
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The first telescope was invented in 1608. Since then, 
many more innovations, from water filters to smoke 
detectors, have been inspired by space research.

Flight crews on the International Space Station (ISS) 
have included people from fifteen different countries.

In 2002, scientists found signs of ice on Mars. This 
information has changed our perspective on the 
history of the planet.

The United Nations Office of Outer Space Affairs 
promotes the peaceful uses of outer space.

Most spacewalks on the ISS last between five and 
seven hours. Time is precious during a spacewalk, so 
the work must be finished quickly.

International 
Space Station

Telescope

56 UNIT 3

LISTENING TWO  The View from Space

1 Read the fact sheet about space. Notice the boldfaced words. 

VOCABULARY

2 Write each boldfaced word from Exercise One next to its defi nition.

 a.  groups of people who work together on a boat or aircraft

 b. new ideas or inventions

 c. way of thinking about something

 d. valuable and should not be wasted

 e. helps something to develop or increase

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more vocabulary practice.
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Taking Notes with Abbreviations

An abbreviation is a short form of a word or phrase. Abbreviations are useful for note-taking 
because they can help you write information more quickly.

Abbreviate a word or phrase by using the fi rst few letters: 

space

program

government

billion

space exploration

sp

prog

gov

bil

sp explor

Abbreviate proper nouns with multiple words by using the fi rst letter of each word:

United States

International Space Station

US

ISS

NOTE-TAKING SKILL

1  Listen to the words and phrases and write abbreviations. Compare your abbreviations 
with a partner.

a. d. g. 

b. e. h. 

c. f. i. 

2  Listen to the excerpt from the fi rst vocabulary section. Fill in the blanks with 
information you hear. Use abbreviations.

Go to MyEnglishLab for more note-taking practice.

Main Ideas Details

Ecuadorian 

hit by old 

*  hit 1,500  above Africa

* was Ecuador’s 1st  (Pegaso)

* old rocket broke into 
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1  Listen to an interview with Ray Santos, who is a scientist in the space exploration 
industry. Create a chart like the one below to take notes. Try to use abbreviations as you 
take notes.

COMPREHENSION

Main Ideas Details

 TAKE NOTES The View from Space

2 Label the three main points from the listening. Choose from the ideas in the box. (There 
is one extra choice.) Then, under each main point, cross out the supporting detail that is 
not mentioned. Use your notes to help you. 

Curiosity Innovation International Cooperation Scientific Knowledge

1. Innovation

 • We have had to solve new problems in space.

 • Space travel has become easier and cheaper.

 • New products have been developed for use on Earth.

2. 

 • Countries help each other send satellites into space.

 • Countries work together to run the International Space Station.

 • Countries develop positive relationships.

3. 

 • There is still a lot to fi nd out about space.

 • Space exploration has given us a new perspective.

 • We can look for life on other planets.

Compare your notes with 
a partner’s. How can you 
improve your notes next time? 

 USE YOUR NOTES 
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1  Listen to an excerpt from the interview with Ray Santos. What does the word it  
refer to?

 INTERVIEWER: One criticism of the space program is the cost. The U.S. government is spending 

over 18 billion dollars on space exploration. Is it worth the price?

Recognizing and Understanding Pronoun Reference

Speakers use pronouns (I/me, he /him, she /her, we /us, they/them, you, it, this /these, that /those) 
to refer to people, things, and ideas. It is important to understand which people, things, or ideas a 
speaker is referring to.

A pronoun may refer to something mentioned before or to an idea that is not directly stated.

 Read and listen to the example. Notice the boldfaced pronouns.

Example

 RAY SANTOS:  Space exploration has a lot of benefits. One is innovation. The research for the 
space program has led to all kinds of innovations.

 INTERVIEWER: Can you tell us about some of those?

 RAY SANTOS: Think about it: To get into space we had to solve all kinds of problems.

• Those refers to innovations.

• It refers to space exploration.

• We refers to scientists or people in general.

LISTENING SKILL

2  Listen to the excerpts. Then write the meaning of the boldfaced words.

Excerpt 

One

Excerpt 

Two

Pronoun

a. It has brought together 

international flight crews . . .

b. This cooperation promotes 

positive relationships . . .

c. . . . we’ve had a great  

curiosity . . .

d. This curiosity has led us  

to explore . . .

e. And it doesn’t just give us 

answers—it gives  

perspective . . .

f. . . . we see how precious it is.

Refers to

it =   

this cooperation = cooperation between  
 

we =   

this curiosity = curiosity about  
 

it =   

 

it =  

 Go to MyEnglishLab for more skill practice.
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ORGANIZE

Complete the chart with information about how space 
exploration affects individual people, countries, and space. 
Circle the positive effects of space exploration. Draw a box 
around the negative effects. 

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF SPACE EXPLORATION?

LISTENING ONE: 

The Space Junk Problem

LISTENING TWO: 

The View from Space

Effects on 

individual 

people

•  Space debris falls 

 .

•  Space debris may damage satellites, 

causing problems with 

 .

• It promotes innovation.

• It gives us  .

Effects on 

countries

•  Countries must work 

 .

•  Countries work 

 .

• The U.S. spends $1.8 billion per year.

Effects in 

space

• Space debris damages spacecrafts.

•  Collisions create 

 .

SYNTHESIZE

Work with a partner. Discuss the questions about space exploration. Use the details and 
examples from Organize.

1. What are the positive effects of space exploration?

2. What are the negative effects?

Switch partners and repeat the discussion.

Go to MyEnglishLab to check what you learned.

CONNECT THE LISTENINGS 

APPLY Review your notes 
from Listening One and Two. 
Use the information in your 
notes to complete the chart.

 USE YOUR NOTES 
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 FOCUS ON SPEAKING3

REVIEW

Read each question and notice the boldfaced word. Then choose the correct answer.

1. What happens when two things collide?

a. They crash.

b. They go faster.

c. They turn around.

2. How can countries cooperate on the space junk problem?

a. They can argue about what to do.

b. They can work together to clean it up.

c. They can cancel their space programs.

3. A rock hit the space station. What did the damage look like?

a. a small planet

b. a hole

c. a piece of metal

4. What should we do with the debris?

a. clean it up

b. sell it

c. create more of it

5. Where would you find a flight crew?

a. on a boat

b. on an airplane

c. on a train

6. What is a fragment?

a. a piece of a larger object

b. two pieces of an object joined together

c. an unbroken object

7. What innovation has improved communication?

a. the water filter

b. the telescope

c. the internet

VOCABULARY
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 8. What orbits the Earth?

a. the sun

b. the moon

c. planets

 9. What does a particle look like?

a. a tiny piece of dirt

b. a large rock

c. a long piece of metal

 10. What is a person’s perspective?

a. the person’s point of view

b. the person’s goals

c. the person’s language

 11. What’s an example of something that is precious?

a. a rock from California

b. a picture of a rock from Mars

c. a rock from Mars 

 12. How can you promote something?

a. put it in a safe place

b. take good care of it

c. tell people about it

 13. Where can you see a satellite?

a. under the ground

b. in the night sky

c. at a store

 14. Where might a spacecraft go?

a. to New York

b. to China

c. to Mars

 15. How do scientists track moving objects in the sky? 

a. They discuss them.

b. They destroy them.

c. They watch them.

Sam
ple unit



Have you ever wanted to travel into space? Virgin 
Galactic, an American space exploration company, 
wants to take commercial passengers into 
space—for a price.

In April 2018, Virgin Galactic completed a successful 
test of a spacecraft to take six tourists into space. 
The spacecraft takes off from the ground like a plane 
and then goes almost straight up. After leaving 
Earth's atmosphere, the engines turn off. Outside of 
Earth's gravity, travelers experience weightlessness 
for several minutes. They also get an amazing view 
of Earth. Then the spaceplane descends 62 miles 
back to Earth. The cost is $250,000 per person.

Another space exploration company, SpaceX, is 
planning an even bigger trip. They have two tourists 
who have paid millions of dollars to make a trip 
around the moon. The chance to see the surface of 
the moon would give travelers a view that only a few 
astronauts have seen. 

Both Virgin Galactic and SpaceX have a similar 
mission—to give regular people an opportunity to 
experience space.

SPACE TOURISM

 Why Explore Space? 63

EXPAND

1 Read the online article about space tourism. Notice the boldfaced words.

2 Complete the defi nitions. Write the correct letter in the blank.

1. A seat on a commercial spacefl ight 

is  .

2. Earth’s atmosphere is  .

3. Gravity is  .

4. A mission is  .

5. The surface is  .

6. An astronaut is  .

a. a person who travels and works in space

b. a trip by a spacecraft to complete a 

specifi c task

c. sold by a business to make money

d. the force that causes something to fall to 

the ground

e. the mixture of gases that surrounds Earth

f. the top area of something
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CREATE

APPLY Work in a small group. Make a prediction about the future of space exploration. 
Agree or disagree with others’ predictions. Use the expressions and verbs from the box and 
at least three of the boldfaced words from Review and Expand.

1. Twelve astronauts have walked on the moon.

2. Astronomer Carl Sagan’s 1980 TV series Cosmos created

    popular interest in space.

3. NASA has sent school children to the International Space Station.

4. In 1970, the Apollo 13 spacecraft collided with a satellite.

5. Astronauts haven’t landed on Venus yet.

Discuss these questions with the class.

1. How is the time period different for statement 1 and statement 2?

2. How is the time period different for statement 3 and statement 4?

3. What rules can you make about simple present and present perfect?

In 10 years . . .

In 50 years . . .

In 100 years . . .

In the future . . .

there will / won’t be __________

many nations will / won’t

__________________________

people will / won’t

announce

cause

create

send

solve

travel

EXPRESSIONS

Example

A: In fi fty years, people will travel to Mars on commercial missions, as tourists.

B: Maybe, but I don’t think there will be enough innovation or money to do that in fi fty years.

A: In the future, space fl ight will become more dangerous. There will be more debris 

orbiting Earth.

B: Right. That means the debris might collide with a spacecraft.

Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more vocabulary practice.

1 What do you know about space? Take the Space Quiz. Check (✓) the statements that are 
true. Notice the boldfaced verbs.

GRAMMAR FOR SPEAKING
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Present Perfect and Simple Past

1. To form the present perfect use:

 have / has + past participle

 have / has + not + past participle (negative)

 have / has + subject + past participle 
(question)

Astronauts have landed on the moon.

Tourists have not landed on the moon.

Have tourists landed on the moon?

2. Use the present perfect to talk about events 
that started in the past and continue to  
the present.

 NOTE: often used with since and for

Astronauts have traveled in space since 1961.

(The first astronaut is space was in 1961. 
Astronauts continued to travel in space from 
1961 until the present.)

3. Use the present perfect to talk about events 
that happened at an indefinite time in the 
past. The event happened, but the exact 
time is not mentioned.

Astronauts have been to the moon.

(Astronauts have been at a specific time in the 
past, but the exact time isn’t mentioned.)

4. Use the present perfect and adverbs like 
twice or many times to talk about repeated 
actions at an indefinite time in the past.

The astronaut has gone to the International 
Space Station many times.

How many times has he gone there?

5. Use the present perfect with not . . . yet to 
talk about something that has not happened 
before now but will likely happen in  
the future.

Astronauts haven’t traveled to Mars yet.

6. Use the simple past to talk about things 
that happened at specific times in the past. 
The time when an event happened is an 
important focus of simple past.

Astronauts first landed on the moon in 1969.

When did they land on the moon?

2 Complete the sentences. Write the simple past or the present perfect form of the verbs.

1. Russian astronaut Valentina Tereshkova (be)   the first woman to go into 

space. Since then, more than fifty-five women astronauts (fly)   in space.

2. (hear)   you   of Sally Ride? In 1983, she  

(become)   the first American woman to travel in space.

3. After taking a break from space travel, astronaut Sunita Williams (return)   

to the International Space Station in 2018. From the beginning of her career until today, she 

(live)   on the Space Station for more than 322 days. 

4. In 2012 and 2013, China (send)   two female astronauts into space: Liu 

Yang and Wang Yaping. Many space programs (not / send)   any female 

astronauts yet.

5. Last summer I (visit)   the International Women’s Air and Space Museum 

in Ohio. I know my sister (be)   there many times, but I don’t know when.
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3 APPLY  Read the History of the Space Age on page 192. Take turns making statements 
about the facts, using the simple past and present perfect.

Example

A: Let’s see . . . sixty women have gone into space.

B: Right, and the first woman in space was Valentina Tereshkova. She went into space  

in 1963.

 Go to the Pearson Practice English App or MyEnglishLab for more grammar practice.  
Check what you learned in MyEnglishLab.

Pronouncing -ed Endings

The ending -ed is pronounced three ways:

• As /әd/ when the base verb ends in a /t/ or /d/ sound. This adds a syllable.1

• As /t/ when the base verb ends in a voiceless2 sound

• As /d/ when the base verb ends in a vowel or voiced3 sound

 Read and listen to the examples and repeat.

Examples

/әd/: started, decided

/t/: stopped, worked, passed, watched

/d/: played, caused, changed, returned, traveled

PRONUNCIATION

1 syllable = speech sound

2 voiceless = consonant sound with no vibration

3 voiced = consonant sound with vibration

1  Listen to the -ed sound in the underlined words. Check (✓) the sound you hear.

 

1. The satellite exploded.

2. The debris damaged the spacecraft.

3. Scientists have tracked its orbit for many years.

4. Have they solved the problem yet?

5. Debris surrounded the planet.

6. How many astronauts have walked on the moon?

7. NASA decided to end the program.

8. What caused the damage?

9. They finished the spacewalk in less than an hour.

/əd / /t / /d /

Sam
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2  Listen and repeat the words from Exercise One.

3 Work with a partner. Take turns asking and answering questions. Use words from  
the box to complete the conversations. Remember to use -ed endings with  
correct pronunciation.

cause collide create injure tour visit want work

1. A: What happened to the Ecuadorian satellite?

 B: It   with an old spacecraft.

2. A: Would you like to go into space?

 B:  Yes, I’ve always   to be an astronaut. / No, I’ve never 

  to be an astronaut.

3. A:  Have you ever   the National Air and Space Museum in  

Washington, D.C.?

 B:  Yes, I have. I   it in   (year). / No, I haven’t 

  it.

4. A: What was Sally Ride’s profession?

 B: She   as an astronaut for NASA.

5. A: Who   the space debris problem?

 B: Every country with a space program has   it.

6. A: Has space debris ever hurt anyone?

 B: No, it hasn’t   anyone yet.

When talking to people during oral presentations, it is important to look at them directly in the 

eyes. This is called eye contact.

Look at the following pictures. Who is demonstrating good eye contact—the person in photo A or 

photo B?

SPEAKING SKILL

A B
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Using Eye Contact in a Presentation

Why Make Eye Contact?

When giving an oral presentation, eye contact is important because it . . .

• creates a connection between the speaker and the listeners.

• shows that the speaker is confident.

• helps the speaker to speak more naturally (instead of reading).

Making Eye Contact with a Group

•  Look into the eyes of one person to say a complete thought (usually a sentence). Then look at a 
different person.

• Pause and look at the information in your notes. Then look up and speak to your audience. 

•  Use key words, phrases, and abbreviations in your notes. Don’t write complete sentences. 
Sentences will cause you to read instead of looking at your audience.

68  UNIT 3

1 Work with a partner. Take notes to answer the following question: “Would you like to 
travel in space? Why or why not?” Include two reasons for your opinion and details to 
support them. 

2 Practice making eye contact while presenting to a partner. Explain your opinion while 
making eye contact. Remember: Talk to the person, not the paper.

3 APPLY  Practice making eye contact while presenting to a small group. Take turns 
explaining your opinion. 

a. Before a speaker begins to talk, the listeners all hold a pencil or pen in the air.

b. Speaker: As you present, make eye contact with each person.

c. Listeners: After the speaker looks at you for 4–5 seconds, put down  

your pencil or pen.

d. At the end of each presentation, notice whether the speaker made  

eye contact with everyone in the group. 

 Go to MyEnglishLab for more skill practice and to check what you learned.
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In an oral presentation, a speaker prepares ideas and presents them to the class.

In this activity, you will give a 2- to 3-minute oral presentation to a small group of classmates on the 

benefits and problems caused by space exploration.

PREPARE 

1 Divide into four groups. 

Each group will read and discuss the information for one of the following topics about the U.S. 

space program (Student Activities, pages 193–194):

• Finance and Economy

• Environment

• Innovation and Development

• Human Relations

2 In your group:

1. Read only the information for your topic. (For example, if your topic is Finance and 

Economy, only read the information in that section.)

2. Work together to prepare your oral presentation. Take notes that include information about 

these questions:

• Benefits: How has space exploration helped people and the world?

• Problems: What problems has space exploration caused?

PRACTICE

1 APPLY  Consider how to apply the vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and speaking skills 
from the unit. Use the checklist to help you.

  Vocabulary: Read through the vocabulary list on page 71. Then read through your notes. Put 

a star (*) above the vocabulary from the list. Choose two or three words or phrases and add 

them to your notes.

  Grammar: Scan your notes and underline verbs that are present perfect and simple present. 

Are you using them correctly? Add one or two more present perfect or simple present verbs.

  Pronunciation: Find verbs in your notes with -ed endings and mark the pronunciation of the 

endings. Record yourself saying the verbs. Did you pronounce the -ed endings correctly?

  Speaking Skill: In your notes, draw an eye  in places when you can pause to look down 

at your notes and back at the audience.

2 Work with a partner from your group. Practice giving your oral presentation to  
your partner.

FINAL SPEAKING TASK: Oral Presentation APPLY
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3 Give feedback to your partner.

• Did you understand the speaker’s ideas?

• Did the speaker talk about the benefi ts and problems of space exploration?

• Did the speaker use vocabulary from the unit?

• Did the speaker use the simple past and present perfect with correct pronunciation?

• Did the speaker use eye contact?

PRESENT

1 Divide into four new groups. Each group should have an “expert” from one of the 
four topic areas (one person from Finance and Economy, Environment, Innovation and 
Development, and Human Relations).

2 Take turns giving a 2- to 3-minute oral presentation about your topic to the group.

3 After the presentation, consider all the information as a group and decide: “Should we 
continue to explore space? Why or why not? Should we work to send humans farther 
into space at this point? Or would it be better to continue to use unmanned space 
exploration technology?” Choose a student from your group to report the group’s 
answer to the class.

A Mars rover, an example 
of unmanned space 
exploration technology
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APPLY  Discuss the topics in small groups. Use the vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and 
speaking skills you learned in the unit.

People have wondered if there is other intelligent life in the universe. Although we have not found 

any extraterrestrials1 yet, scientists have found other planets that could support life. We have tried 

to send messages into space and listened for signals from other planets, but so far there has been 

no communication.

a. Do you think it is a good idea to look for extraterrestrials? Should we try to communicate with 

them? Why or why not?

b. There are many images of extraterrestrials in movies, TV shows, and books. If we found real 

extraterrestrials, do you think they would be similar to those fi ctional beings? 

1 extraterrestrial: living being from another planet
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CHECK WHAT YOU’VE LEARNED

Check (✔) the outcomes you’ve met and vocabulary you’ve learned. Put an X next to the 
skills and vocabulary you still need to practice. 

Learning Outcomes Vocabulary

 Infer factual information 
from context

 Take notes with 
abbreviations

 Recognize and understand 
pronoun references

 Use present perfect and 
simple past

 Pronounce -ed endings

 Use eye contact during an 
oral presentation

 collide

 cooperate AWL

 crew (n.)

 damage (n.)

 debris

 fragment (n.)

 innovation AWL

 orbit (v.)

 particle

 perspective AWL

 precious

 promote AWL

 satellite

 spacecraft

 track (v.)

Go to MyEnglishLab to watch a video about space, access the Unit Project, and take the Unit 3 
Achievement Test.
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