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How to use the Dictionary

Aa
atËmoËsphere /ˈætməsfɪə $ -fɪr/ S3 W2 n
1 [C,U] the feeling that an event or place gives you: The
hotel had a lovely relaxed atmosphere. | The atmosphere at
home was rather tense. | [+of] An atmosphere of optimism
dominated the conference.
2 [U] if a place or event has atmosphere, it is interesting:
The castle was centuries old and full of atmosphere. | The
match was lacking in atmosphere.
3 the atmosphere the mixture of gases that surrounds the
Earth
4 [C] the mixture of gases that surrounds a PLANET
5 [C usually singular] the air inside a room: a smoky atmos-
phere
beard1 /bɪəd $ bɪrd/ S3 n [C]
1 hair that grows around a man’s chin and cheeks
➝ moustache
2 something similar to a beard, such as hair growing on
an animal’s chin —bearded adj
beard2 v [T] beard sb (in their den) to go and see
someone who has influence or authority, and tell them
what you want, why you disagree with them etc
broËken1 /ˈbrəʊkən $ ˈbroʊ/ v the past participle of
BREAK

broken2 S3 W2 adj
1 PIECE OF EQUIPMENT not working properly: The CD play-
er’s broken again. | Do you know how the phone got broken
(=became broken)?
2 OBJECT in small pieces because it has been hit,
dropped etc: Mind the broken glass. | Wrap it up well so it
doesn’t get broken (=become broken) in the mail.
3 BONE cracked because you have had an accident: a
badly broken leg | Gibbs had an X-ray, which revealed no
broken bones.
4 NOT CONTINUOUS interrupted and not continuous: a bro-
ken white line | a long noisy night of broken sleep
5 PERSON extremely weak mentally or physically because
you have suffered a lot: He returned from the war a broken
man.
6 broken English/French etc if you speak in broken English,
French etc, you speak slowly and make a lot of mistakes
because you know only a little of the language

7 broken home a family that no longer lives together
because the parents have DIVORCEd: The majority of offend-
ers do not come from broken homes.
8 broken marriage a marriage that has ended because the
husband and wife do not live together anymore
9 a broken heart a feeling of extreme sadness, especially
because someone you love has died or left you: I reckon
she died of a broken heart.
10 a broken society a society which has many social and
financial problems: This report paints a depressing picture of
Britain's broken society.
THESAURUS
broken if something is broken, it does not work
properly: I think my watch is broken. | The camera got
broken when we were on holiday.
out of order [not before noun] if a machine, especially
one used by the public, is out of order, it is not
working for a temporary period: Every phone I tried
was out of order. | The toilets were all out of order.
down [not before noun] if a computer system is down,
it is not working: The computer system was down all
afternoon, so we went home. | go down (=stop
working): The network went down at 11:00 and we lost
the whole morning’s work.
there’s something wrong with sth used when
saying that a car, machine etc does not work
properly and you do not know why: There’s something
wrong with my car; I think it might be the battery.
sth has had it informal used when saying that a car,
machine etc is completely broken and cannot be
repaired: I’m afraid the bike’s had it.

buËtane /ˈbjuːteɪn/ n [U] a gas stored in liquid form,
used for cooking and heating

buy1 /baɪ/ S1 W1 v (past tense and past participle
bought /bɔːt $ bɒːt/)
1 a) [I,T] to get something by paying money for it
OPP sell: Where did you buy that dress? | Ricky showed her
the painting he’d bought that morning. | buy sb sth Let me
buy you a drink. | buy sth for sb/sth The money will be used
to buy equipment for the school. | buy (sth) from sb It’s
cheaper to buy direct from the manufacturer. | buy sth for
$10/£200 etc Dan bought the car for $2,000. | It’s much
cheaper to buy in bulk (=buy large quantities of some-
thing). b) [T] if a sum of money buys something, it is
enough to pay for it: $50 doesn’t buy much these days. | buy
sb sth $15 should buy us a pizza and a drink.
2 buy (sb) time to deliberately make more time for your-
self to do something, for example by delaying a decision:
‘Can we talk about it later?’ he said, trying to buy a little
more time.
3 [T] informal to believe something that someone tells
you, especially when it is not likely to be true: ‘Let’s just
say it was an accident.’ ‘He’ll never buy that.’
4 [T] informal to pay money to someone, especially
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FINDING A WORD OR PHRASE

Words that have more than one part of speech
Words that have the same spelling, but have 
different parts of speech, are listed separately and 
given different numbers.

Words that have more than one spelling
If a word is spelt differently in British and American 
English, the definition and examples are shown at 
the British spelling, and there is a cross-reference 
from the American spelling.
If a word has more than one spelling, the different 
spellings are shown together at the beginning of the 
entry.

Derived words
Derived words are shown at the end of the entry. 
These are words that can easily be understood  
if you know the meaning of the main word.  
Many of them end in ‘-ly’ or ‘-ness’.

Compound words
Compound words are treated like ordinary words  
and listed in alphabetical order as if there were  
no space or hyphen in them.

Position of idioms and phrases
Idioms and phrases are shown at the first important 
word of the phrase or idiom. For example the jury is 
(still) out on sth is shown at jury. Idioms and phrases 
are listed with the other senses of the word in 
frequency order.

Phrasal verbs
Phrasal verbs are listed in alphabetical order after 
the main verb.
If the phrasal verb has an object, this is shown as 
sb (=somebody) or sth (=something). The symbol 
↔ means that the object can come before or after 
the particle. For example key something in or key in 
something.

class + NOUN
a class system/structure (=a social system that has
classes) He felt he was a victim of the class system.
a class division Nowadays, class divisions are related
to economic status.
class differences (=differences that exist because of
your class) There are noticeable class differences in
family size.
the class struggle/war (=disagreement or fighting
between different classes) | class conflict

COLLOCATIONS – MEANINGS 3 & 4
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + class
a French/geography/history etc class I have a
history class at nine o'clock today.
an evening class Mum goes to an evening class on
Tuesdays.
a beginners’/elementary/intermediate/advanced
class (=teaching different levels of a subject)
VERBS
go to/attend a class I’ve got to go to a science class
now.
attend class (=go to classes regularly) You can’t pass
your exams if you don’t attend class.
take a class (=go to classes as a student) I’m taking
some art classes at the moment.
teach a class One of the other teachers was ill so I
taught her class.
miss a class (=not go to one) | be late for class |
have a class especially AmE (=as a student or
teacher) | hold a class (=provide a class)

class2 v [T] to consider people, things etc as
belonging to a particular group, using an official system
SYN classify: class sb/sth as sth Heroin and cocaine are
classed as hard drugs. GRAMMAR Class is often passive.

cloth /klɒθ $ klɒːθ/ S3 n
1 [U] material used for making things such as clothes:
cotton/woollen/silk etc cloth a dress of the finest silk cloth
2 [C] a piece of cloth used for a particular purpose: She
mopped her face with a wet cloth. | Is there a clean cloth for
the table? ➝ DISHCLOTH, FACECLOTH, TABLECLOTH
3man of the cloth formal a Christian priest

exËtent /ɪkˈstent/ S2 W1 n
1 to ... extent used to say how true something is or how
great an effect or change is: to a certain extent/to some
extent/to an extent (=partly)We all to some extent remem-
ber the good times and forget the bad. | I do agree with him
to an extent. | to a great/large extent Its success will depend
to a large extent on local attitudes. | to a lesser/greater
extent (=less or more) It will affect farmers in Spain and to
a lesser extent in France. | They examined the extent to which
(=how much) age affected language-learning ability. | To
what extent (=how much) did she influence his decision? |
to such an extent that/to the extent that (=so much that)
Violence increased to the extent that residents were afraid to
leave their homes.
2 [U] how large, important, or serious something is, espe-
cially something such as a problem or injury: [+of] Con-
sidering the extent of his injuries, he’s lucky to be alive. | It’s
too early to assess the full extent of the damage.
3 [U] the length or size of something: They opened out the
nets to their full extent. | in extent The region is over 10,000
square kilometres in extent. THESAURUSc SIZE

COLLOCATIONS – MEANING 2
ADJECTIVES
the full extent He refused to reveal the full extent of
his debts.
the actual/true extent Rescue workers still do not
know the true extent of the disaster.

VERBS
know/realize the extent of sth We do not yet know
the extent of the damage.

understand the extent of sth Other people didn’t
seem to understand the extent of his disability.
discover/find out the extent of sthWe were shocked
when we discovered the extent of the fraud.
assess/establish/determine the extent of sth We
are still trying to assess the extent of the problem.
show/reveal the extent of sth These pictures show
the extent of the devastation caused by the earthquake.

faËvorËaËble /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/ adj the American spelling of
FAVOURABLE

faËvourËaËble BrE, favorable AmE /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/
adj
1 a favourable report, opinion, or reaction shows that you
think that someone or something is good or that you
agree with them: favourable film reviews | The response has
been overwhelmingly favorable.
2 suitable and likely to make something happen or suc-
ceed: The disease spreads quickly under favourable
conditions. | [+for/to] a financial environment that is favora-
ble to job creation
3 if a LOAN, agreement, rate etc is favourable, the condi-
tions of it are reasonable and not too expensive or diffi-
cult: a favourable interest rate | the favorable terms of the
settlement
4making people like or approve of someone or some-
thing: A smart appearance makes a favourable impression at
an interview. —favourably adv
fecËund /ˈfekənd, ˈfiːkənd/ adj formal able to produce
many children, young animals, or crops SYN fertile
—fecundity /fɪˈkʌndəti/ n [U]
feËmale1 /ˈfiːmeɪl/ S3 W2 adj
1 relating to women or girls OPP male ➝ feminine: female
voters | Over half of the staff are female.
2 belonging to the sex that can have babies or produce
eggs OPP male: a female spider
3 a female plant or flower produces fruit OPP male
4 technical a female part of a piece of equipment has
holes into which the male part can be fitted OPP male
female2 W3 n [C]
1 an animal that belongs to the sex that can have babies
or produce eggs OPP male
2 a woman or girl OPP male: As a group, females performed
better on the test than males. THESAURUSc WOMAN
3 a plant that produces flowers or fruit OPP male
genËeËsis /ˈdʒenɪsɪs/ n [singular] formal the beginning or
origin of something: [+of] the genesis of the myth
ˈgene ˌtherapy n [U] a way of treating certain diseases
by using GENETIC ENGINEERING

geËnetËic /dʒəˈnetɪk/ adj relating to GENEs or
GENETICS: genetic defects | each person’s genetic make-up |
genetic research —genetically /-kli/ adv: genetically deter-
mined characteristics
geˌnetically ˈmodified (also geˌnetically enginˈeered)
adj (abbreviation GM) genetically modified foods or plants
have had their genetic structure changed so that they are
not affected by particular diseases or harmful insects
juËry /ˈdʒʊəri $ ˈdʒʊri/ S3 W3 n (plural juries)
[C]
1 a group of often 12 ordinary people who listen to the
details of a case in court and decide whether someone is
guilty or not: the members of the jury | The jury found him
not guilty. | the right to trial by jury | sit/serve on a jury (=be
part of a jury)
2 a group of people chosen to judge a competition
3 the jury is (still) out on sth used to say that something
has not been finally decided: Is it good value? The jury is
still out on that. ➝ GRAND JURY

key1 /kiː/ S1 W2 n [C]
1 LOCK a small specially shaped piece of metal that you
put into a lock and turn in order to lock or unlock a door,
start a car etc: house/car keys I lost my house keys. | A
bunch of keys hung from his belt. | [+to] I can lend you a
spare key to the store until you get one cut (=made).
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class + NOUN
a class system/structure (=a social system that has
classes) He felt he was a victim of the class system.
a class division Nowadays, class divisions are related
to economic status.
class differences (=differences that exist because of
your class) There are noticeable class differences in
family size.
the class struggle/war (=disagreement or fighting
between different classes) | class conflict

COLLOCATIONS – MEANINGS 3 & 4
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + class
a French/geography/history etc class I have a
history class at nine o'clock today.
an evening class Mum goes to an evening class on
Tuesdays.
a beginners’/elementary/intermediate/advanced
class (=teaching different levels of a subject)
VERBS
go to/attend a class I’ve got to go to a science class
now.
attend class (=go to classes regularly) You can’t pass
your exams if you don’t attend class.
take a class (=go to classes as a student) I’m taking
some art classes at the moment.
teach a class One of the other teachers was ill so I
taught her class.
miss a class (=not go to one) | be late for class |
have a class especially AmE (=as a student or
teacher) | hold a class (=provide a class)

class2 v [T] to consider people, things etc as
belonging to a particular group, using an official system
SYN classify: class sb/sth as sth Heroin and cocaine are
classed as hard drugs. GRAMMAR Class is often passive.

cloth /klɒθ $ klɒːθ/ S3 n
1 [U] material used for making things such as clothes:
cotton/woollen/silk etc cloth a dress of the finest silk cloth
2 [C] a piece of cloth used for a particular purpose: She
mopped her face with a wet cloth. | Is there a clean cloth for
the table? ➝ DISHCLOTH, FACECLOTH, TABLECLOTH
3man of the cloth formal a Christian priest

exËtent /ɪkˈstent/ S2 W1 n
1 to ... extent used to say how true something is or how
great an effect or change is: to a certain extent/to some
extent/to an extent (=partly)We all to some extent remem-
ber the good times and forget the bad. | I do agree with him
to an extent. | to a great/large extent Its success will depend
to a large extent on local attitudes. | to a lesser/greater
extent (=less or more) It will affect farmers in Spain and to
a lesser extent in France. | They examined the extent to which
(=how much) age affected language-learning ability. | To
what extent (=how much) did she influence his decision? |
to such an extent that/to the extent that (=so much that)
Violence increased to the extent that residents were afraid to
leave their homes.
2 [U] how large, important, or serious something is, espe-
cially something such as a problem or injury: [+of] Con-
sidering the extent of his injuries, he’s lucky to be alive. | It’s
too early to assess the full extent of the damage.
3 [U] the length or size of something: They opened out the
nets to their full extent. | in extent The region is over 10,000
square kilometres in extent. THESAURUSc SIZE

COLLOCATIONS – MEANING 2
ADJECTIVES
the full extent He refused to reveal the full extent of
his debts.
the actual/true extent Rescue workers still do not
know the true extent of the disaster.

VERBS
know/realize the extent of sth We do not yet know
the extent of the damage.

understand the extent of sth Other people didn’t
seem to understand the extent of his disability.
discover/find out the extent of sthWe were shocked
when we discovered the extent of the fraud.
assess/establish/determine the extent of sth We
are still trying to assess the extent of the problem.
show/reveal the extent of sth These pictures show
the extent of the devastation caused by the earthquake.

faËvorËaËble /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/ adj the American spelling of
FAVOURABLE

faËvourËaËble BrE, favorable AmE /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/
adj
1 a favourable report, opinion, or reaction shows that you
think that someone or something is good or that you
agree with them: favourable film reviews | The response has
been overwhelmingly favorable.
2 suitable and likely to make something happen or suc-
ceed: The disease spreads quickly under favourable
conditions. | [+for/to] a financial environment that is favora-
ble to job creation
3 if a LOAN, agreement, rate etc is favourable, the condi-
tions of it are reasonable and not too expensive or diffi-
cult: a favourable interest rate | the favorable terms of the
settlement
4making people like or approve of someone or some-
thing: A smart appearance makes a favourable impression at
an interview. —favourably adv
fecËund /ˈfekənd, ˈfiːkənd/ adj formal able to produce
many children, young animals, or crops SYN fertile
—fecundity /fɪˈkʌndəti/ n [U]
feËmale1 /ˈfiːmeɪl/ S3 W2 adj
1 relating to women or girls OPP male ➝ feminine: female
voters | Over half of the staff are female.
2 belonging to the sex that can have babies or produce
eggs OPP male: a female spider
3 a female plant or flower produces fruit OPP male
4 technical a female part of a piece of equipment has
holes into which the male part can be fitted OPP male
female2 W3 n [C]
1 an animal that belongs to the sex that can have babies
or produce eggs OPP male
2 a woman or girl OPP male: As a group, females performed
better on the test than males. THESAURUSc WOMAN
3 a plant that produces flowers or fruit OPP male
genËeËsis /ˈdʒenɪsɪs/ n [singular] formal the beginning or
origin of something: [+of] the genesis of the myth
ˈgene ˌtherapy n [U] a way of treating certain diseases
by using GENETIC ENGINEERING

geËnetËic /dʒəˈnetɪk/ adj relating to GENEs or
GENETICS: genetic defects | each person’s genetic make-up |
genetic research —genetically /-kli/ adv: genetically deter-
mined characteristics
geˌnetically ˈmodified (also geˌnetically enginˈeered)
adj (abbreviation GM) genetically modified foods or plants
have had their genetic structure changed so that they are
not affected by particular diseases or harmful insects
juËry /ˈdʒʊəri $ ˈdʒʊri/ S3 W3 n (plural juries)
[C]
1 a group of often 12 ordinary people who listen to the
details of a case in court and decide whether someone is
guilty or not: the members of the jury | The jury found him
not guilty. | the right to trial by jury | sit/serve on a jury (=be
part of a jury)
2 a group of people chosen to judge a competition
3 the jury is (still) out on sth used to say that something
has not been finally decided: Is it good value? The jury is
still out on that. ➝ GRAND JURY

key1 /kiː/ S1 W2 n [C]
1 LOCK a small specially shaped piece of metal that you
put into a lock and turn in order to lock or unlock a door,
start a car etc: house/car keys I lost my house keys. | A
bunch of keys hung from his belt. | [+to] I can lend you a
spare key to the store until you get one cut (=made).

+++ high-frequency ++‡ mid-frequency +‡‡ low-frequency 3 key
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class + NOUN
a class system/structure (=a social system that has
classes) He felt he was a victim of the class system.
a class division Nowadays, class divisions are related
to economic status.
class differences (=differences that exist because of
your class) There are noticeable class differences in
family size.
the class struggle/war (=disagreement or fighting
between different classes) | class conflict

COLLOCATIONS – MEANINGS 3 & 4
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + class
a French/geography/history etc class I have a
history class at nine o'clock today.
an evening class Mum goes to an evening class on
Tuesdays.
a beginners’/elementary/intermediate/advanced
class (=teaching different levels of a subject)
VERBS
go to/attend a class I’ve got to go to a science class
now.
attend class (=go to classes regularly) You can’t pass
your exams if you don’t attend class.
take a class (=go to classes as a student) I’m taking
some art classes at the moment.
teach a class One of the other teachers was ill so I
taught her class.
miss a class (=not go to one) | be late for class |
have a class especially AmE (=as a student or
teacher) | hold a class (=provide a class)

class2 v [T] to consider people, things etc as
belonging to a particular group, using an official system
SYN classify: class sb/sth as sth Heroin and cocaine are
classed as hard drugs. GRAMMAR Class is often passive.

cloth /klɒθ $ klɒːθ/ S3 n
1 [U] material used for making things such as clothes:
cotton/woollen/silk etc cloth a dress of the finest silk cloth
2 [C] a piece of cloth used for a particular purpose: She
mopped her face with a wet cloth. | Is there a clean cloth for
the table? ➝ DISHCLOTH, FACECLOTH, TABLECLOTH
3man of the cloth formal a Christian priest

exËtent /ɪkˈstent/ S2 W1 n
1 to ... extent used to say how true something is or how
great an effect or change is: to a certain extent/to some
extent/to an extent (=partly)We all to some extent remem-
ber the good times and forget the bad. | I do agree with him
to an extent. | to a great/large extent Its success will depend
to a large extent on local attitudes. | to a lesser/greater
extent (=less or more) It will affect farmers in Spain and to
a lesser extent in France. | They examined the extent to which
(=how much) age affected language-learning ability. | To
what extent (=how much) did she influence his decision? |
to such an extent that/to the extent that (=so much that)
Violence increased to the extent that residents were afraid to
leave their homes.
2 [U] how large, important, or serious something is, espe-
cially something such as a problem or injury: [+of] Con-
sidering the extent of his injuries, he’s lucky to be alive. | It’s
too early to assess the full extent of the damage.
3 [U] the length or size of something: They opened out the
nets to their full extent. | in extent The region is over 10,000
square kilometres in extent. THESAURUSc SIZE

COLLOCATIONS – MEANING 2
ADJECTIVES
the full extent He refused to reveal the full extent of
his debts.
the actual/true extent Rescue workers still do not
know the true extent of the disaster.

VERBS
know/realize the extent of sth We do not yet know
the extent of the damage.

understand the extent of sth Other people didn’t
seem to understand the extent of his disability.
discover/find out the extent of sthWe were shocked
when we discovered the extent of the fraud.
assess/establish/determine the extent of sth We
are still trying to assess the extent of the problem.
show/reveal the extent of sth These pictures show
the extent of the devastation caused by the earthquake.

faËvorËaËble /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/ adj the American spelling of
FAVOURABLE

faËvourËaËble BrE, favorable AmE /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/
adj
1 a favourable report, opinion, or reaction shows that you
think that someone or something is good or that you
agree with them: favourable film reviews | The response has
been overwhelmingly favorable.
2 suitable and likely to make something happen or suc-
ceed: The disease spreads quickly under favourable
conditions. | [+for/to] a financial environment that is favora-
ble to job creation
3 if a LOAN, agreement, rate etc is favourable, the condi-
tions of it are reasonable and not too expensive or diffi-
cult: a favourable interest rate | the favorable terms of the
settlement
4making people like or approve of someone or some-
thing: A smart appearance makes a favourable impression at
an interview. —favourably adv
fecËund /ˈfekənd, ˈfiːkənd/ adj formal able to produce
many children, young animals, or crops SYN fertile
—fecundity /fɪˈkʌndəti/ n [U]
feËmale1 /ˈfiːmeɪl/ S3 W2 adj
1 relating to women or girls OPP male ➝ feminine: female
voters | Over half of the staff are female.
2 belonging to the sex that can have babies or produce
eggs OPP male: a female spider
3 a female plant or flower produces fruit OPP male
4 technical a female part of a piece of equipment has
holes into which the male part can be fitted OPP male
female2 W3 n [C]
1 an animal that belongs to the sex that can have babies
or produce eggs OPP male
2 a woman or girl OPP male: As a group, females performed
better on the test than males. THESAURUSc WOMAN
3 a plant that produces flowers or fruit OPP male
genËeËsis /ˈdʒenɪsɪs/ n [singular] formal the beginning or
origin of something: [+of] the genesis of the myth
ˈgene ˌtherapy n [U] a way of treating certain diseases
by using GENETIC ENGINEERING

geËnetËic /dʒəˈnetɪk/ adj relating to GENEs or
GENETICS: genetic defects | each person’s genetic make-up |
genetic research —genetically /-kli/ adv: genetically deter-
mined characteristics
geˌnetically ˈmodified (also geˌnetically enginˈeered)
adj (abbreviation GM) genetically modified foods or plants
have had their genetic structure changed so that they are
not affected by particular diseases or harmful insects
juËry /ˈdʒʊəri $ ˈdʒʊri/ S3 W3 n (plural juries)
[C]
1 a group of often 12 ordinary people who listen to the
details of a case in court and decide whether someone is
guilty or not: the members of the jury | The jury found him
not guilty. | the right to trial by jury | sit/serve on a jury (=be
part of a jury)
2 a group of people chosen to judge a competition
3 the jury is (still) out on sth used to say that something
has not been finally decided: Is it good value? The jury is
still out on that. ➝ GRAND JURY

key1 /kiː/ S1 W2 n [C]
1 LOCK a small specially shaped piece of metal that you
put into a lock and turn in order to lock or unlock a door,
start a car etc: house/car keys I lost my house keys. | A
bunch of keys hung from his belt. | [+to] I can lend you a
spare key to the store until you get one cut (=made).
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_! Don’t say ‘the key of’ something. Say the key to
something. ➝ MASTER KEY, see picture at LOCK2
2 IMPORTANT PART the key the part of a plan, action etc
that will make it possible for it to succeed: [+to] Working
well as a team is the key to success. | a discovery that may
hold the key to our understanding of the universe
3 COMPUTER the buttons that you press on a computer
KEYBOARD to operate the computer: Press the ‘Escape’ key
to exit. | hot key/shortcut key (=a special key on a com-
puter, that does specific things)
4 MUSIC a) [usually plural] the wooden or metal parts that
you press on a piano and some wind instruments in order
to play them: piano keys b) a scale of notes that begins
with one particular note, or the quality of sound this scale
has: a tune in the key of A minor ➝ see picture at PIANO1

5 MAP/DRAWING a list of the signs, colours etc used on a
map or technical drawing etc that explains what they
mean
6 TEST the printed answers to a test or set of questions
in a book
7 ISLAND [usually plural] a small flat island, especially one
that is part of a group near the coast: the Florida Keys
key2 S3 W3 adj [no comparative] very important
or necessary: China’s support is key to the success of the
coalition. | key factor/points/questions etc | The president
makes all the key decisions on foreign policy. | key role/
player/figure etc (=one with a lot of influence on a result)
The show has been hit by the departure of key personnel.
THESAURUSc IMPORTANT, MAIN ➝ LOW-KEY

key3 v [T]
1 AmE informal if you key a win for your team, you help it
win a game because you play very well: Abdul keyed the
game with three touchdowns.
2 BrE to prepare a surface so that a covering such as paint
will stick to it
key sth ↔ in phr v to put information into a computer or
other machine, using buttons or a keyboard: Key in your
password and press ‘Return’.
key sth to sth phr v AmE
1 to make or change a system so that it works well with
something else: The daycare hours are keyed to the needs of
working parents.
2 if the level, price, or value of something is keyed to
something else, it is related to it and they rise and fall at
the same time: Pensions are keyed to the rate of inflation.
➝ KEYED UP

less1 /les/ S1 W1 adv
1 not so much or to a smaller degree OPP more:Maybe he
would worry less if he understood the situation. | In recent
years she has appeared in public less frequently. | less (...)
than Tickets were less expensive than I had expected. |
much/a lot/far less Social class matters a lot less than it
used to. | not ... any the less/no less (=not less) Your second
point is no less important. | It’s a common problem but this
doesn’t make it any the less disturbing. | I know he’s done a
dreadful thing, but I don’t love him any the less. | be less a ...
than a ... (=be not so much like one thing as another) ‘Will
you please come with me?’ It was less a request than a
command.
2 less than helpful/honest/enthusiastic etc not at all help-
ful, honest etc: He was less than enthusiastic about the idea.
3 less and less used to say that a quality, situation etc
gradually decreases OPP more and more: As the years
went by, he seemed to care less and less about his
reputation. | Smoking is becoming less and less acceptable.
4much/still less used to say that a greater thing is even
less true, likely, or possible than the thing you have just
mentioned: These people can scarcely afford to buy food,
still less luxury goods like perfume. | I didn’t think Dave would
ever read a book, much less write one himself.
less2 S1 W1 determiner, pron
1 a smaller amount or not as much OPP more: Doctors
recommend eating less salt. | People today seem to have less
time for each other. | Most of us got £4 an hour, but some
received even less. | [+of] The map covered less of the area
than I’d thought. | Flying is less of a risk than driving. | less

(...) than She knows less than I do about it. | less than 10/100
etc a distance of less than 100 metres | much/a lot less It
costs much less to go by bus.
USAGE: Less, fewer
+ You use less before an uncountable noun: These
light bulbs use less electricity.
+ You use fewer before a plural noun: There were
fewer cars in those days. ✗ Don't say: There were less
cars in those days. Although you will hear people say
this in everyday spoken English, it is considered to
be incorrect.

2 no less a) used to emphasize that an amount or num-
ber is large: no less than By 1977, the USA was importing no
less than 45% of its oil. b) used to emphasize that the
person or thing you are talking about is important or
impressive: Our awards were presented by the mayor, no
less. | The message came from no less a person than the
prime minister.
3 nothing less than sth used to emphasize how important,
serious, or impressive something is: His appearance in the
show was nothing less than a sensation.
4 less and less a decreasing amount of something
OPP more and more: They began spending less and less
time together. | [+of] The band was doing less and less of
that kind of music.
5 in less than no time very quickly or very soon: In less than
no time they found that they owed over $10,000.
6 less of sth BrE spoken used to tell a child to stop doing
something: Less of that noise, please!
less3 prep formal taking away or not including a particu-
lar amount SYN minus: What is 121 less 36? | He gave us
our money back, less the $2 service charge.

let1 /let/ S1 W1 v (past tense and past participle
let, present participle letting)
1 ALLOW [T not in passive] to allow someone to do some-
thing ➝ allow, permit: I can’t come out tonight – my dad
won’t let me. | let sb do sth Let Johnny have a go on the
computer now. | Some people seem to let their kids do
whatever they like. | Let me have a look at that letter. | let sb
have sth (=give something to someone) I can let you have
another £10, but no more. THESAURUSc ALLOW

REGISTER
In written English, people often prefer to use allow sb
to do sth rather than let sb do sth, as it is slightly
more formal: We must allow young people to develop
independence.

2 NOT STOP STH HAPPENING [T] to not stop something
happening, or to make it possible for it to happen: let sb/
sth do sth Jenny let the note fall to the ground. | Don’t let
anyone know it was me who told you. | Max let the door
swing open. | Let the cookies cool down before you try them. |
let yourself be beaten/persuaded/fooled etc I stupidly let
myself be persuaded to take part in a live debate.
3 let go a) to stop holding something or someone: Let go!
You’re hurting me. | [+of] The guard let go of the lead, and
the dog lunged forward. b) to accept that you cannot
change something and stop thinking or worrying about it:
Sometimes you just have to learn to let go.
4 let sb go a) to allow someone to leave a place where
they have been kept SYN release: The police had to let him
go through lack of evidence. | The hijackers were persuaded
to let some hostages go. b) to make someone leave their
job – used in order to avoid saying this directly: I’m afraid
we had to let several of our staff go.

key 4 S1 S2 S3 = the most frequent words in spoken English
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class + NOUN
a class system/structure (=a social system that has
classes) He felt he was a victim of the class system.
a class division Nowadays, class divisions are related
to economic status.
class differences (=differences that exist because of
your class) There are noticeable class differences in
family size.
the class struggle/war (=disagreement or fighting
between different classes) | class conflict

COLLOCATIONS – MEANINGS 3 & 4
ADJECTIVES/NOUN + class
a French/geography/history etc class I have a
history class at nine o'clock today.
an evening class Mum goes to an evening class on
Tuesdays.
a beginners’/elementary/intermediate/advanced
class (=teaching different levels of a subject)
VERBS
go to/attend a class I’ve got to go to a science class
now.
attend class (=go to classes regularly) You can’t pass
your exams if you don’t attend class.
take a class (=go to classes as a student) I’m taking
some art classes at the moment.
teach a class One of the other teachers was ill so I
taught her class.
miss a class (=not go to one) | be late for class |
have a class especially AmE (=as a student or
teacher) | hold a class (=provide a class)

class2 v [T] to consider people, things etc as
belonging to a particular group, using an official system
SYN classify: class sb/sth as sth Heroin and cocaine are
classed as hard drugs. GRAMMAR Class is often passive.

cloth /klɒθ $ klɒːθ/ S3 n
1 [U] material used for making things such as clothes:
cotton/woollen/silk etc cloth a dress of the finest silk cloth
2 [C] a piece of cloth used for a particular purpose: She
mopped her face with a wet cloth. | Is there a clean cloth for
the table? ➝ DISHCLOTH, FACECLOTH, TABLECLOTH
3man of the cloth formal a Christian priest

exËtent /ɪkˈstent/ S2 W1 n
1 to ... extent used to say how true something is or how
great an effect or change is: to a certain extent/to some
extent/to an extent (=partly)We all to some extent remem-
ber the good times and forget the bad. | I do agree with him
to an extent. | to a great/large extent Its success will depend
to a large extent on local attitudes. | to a lesser/greater
extent (=less or more) It will affect farmers in Spain and to
a lesser extent in France. | They examined the extent to which
(=how much) age affected language-learning ability. | To
what extent (=how much) did she influence his decision? |
to such an extent that/to the extent that (=so much that)
Violence increased to the extent that residents were afraid to
leave their homes.
2 [U] how large, important, or serious something is, espe-
cially something such as a problem or injury: [+of] Con-
sidering the extent of his injuries, he’s lucky to be alive. | It’s
too early to assess the full extent of the damage.
3 [U] the length or size of something: They opened out the
nets to their full extent. | in extent The region is over 10,000
square kilometres in extent. THESAURUSc SIZE

COLLOCATIONS – MEANING 2
ADJECTIVES
the full extent He refused to reveal the full extent of
his debts.
the actual/true extent Rescue workers still do not
know the true extent of the disaster.

VERBS
know/realize the extent of sth We do not yet know
the extent of the damage.

understand the extent of sth Other people didn’t
seem to understand the extent of his disability.
discover/find out the extent of sthWe were shocked
when we discovered the extent of the fraud.
assess/establish/determine the extent of sth We
are still trying to assess the extent of the problem.
show/reveal the extent of sth These pictures show
the extent of the devastation caused by the earthquake.

faËvorËaËble /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/ adj the American spelling of
FAVOURABLE

faËvourËaËble BrE, favorable AmE /ˈfeɪvərəbəl/
adj
1 a favourable report, opinion, or reaction shows that you
think that someone or something is good or that you
agree with them: favourable film reviews | The response has
been overwhelmingly favorable.
2 suitable and likely to make something happen or suc-
ceed: The disease spreads quickly under favourable
conditions. | [+for/to] a financial environment that is favora-
ble to job creation
3 if a LOAN, agreement, rate etc is favourable, the condi-
tions of it are reasonable and not too expensive or diffi-
cult: a favourable interest rate | the favorable terms of the
settlement
4making people like or approve of someone or some-
thing: A smart appearance makes a favourable impression at
an interview. —favourably adv
fecËund /ˈfekənd, ˈfiːkənd/ adj formal able to produce
many children, young animals, or crops SYN fertile
—fecundity /fɪˈkʌndəti/ n [U]
feËmale1 /ˈfiːmeɪl/ S3 W2 adj
1 relating to women or girls OPP male ➝ feminine: female
voters | Over half of the staff are female.
2 belonging to the sex that can have babies or produce
eggs OPP male: a female spider
3 a female plant or flower produces fruit OPP male
4 technical a female part of a piece of equipment has
holes into which the male part can be fitted OPP male
female2 W3 n [C]
1 an animal that belongs to the sex that can have babies
or produce eggs OPP male
2 a woman or girl OPP male: As a group, females performed
better on the test than males. THESAURUSc WOMAN
3 a plant that produces flowers or fruit OPP male
genËeËsis /ˈdʒenɪsɪs/ n [singular] formal the beginning or
origin of something: [+of] the genesis of the myth
ˈgene ˌtherapy n [U] a way of treating certain diseases
by using GENETIC ENGINEERING

geËnetËic /dʒəˈnetɪk/ adj relating to GENEs or
GENETICS: genetic defects | each person’s genetic make-up |
genetic research —genetically /-kli/ adv: genetically deter-
mined characteristics
geˌnetically ˈmodified (also geˌnetically enginˈeered)
adj (abbreviation GM) genetically modified foods or plants
have had their genetic structure changed so that they are
not affected by particular diseases or harmful insects
juËry /ˈdʒʊəri $ ˈdʒʊri/ S3 W3 n (plural juries)
[C]
1 a group of often 12 ordinary people who listen to the
details of a case in court and decide whether someone is
guilty or not: the members of the jury | The jury found him
not guilty. | the right to trial by jury | sit/serve on a jury (=be
part of a jury)
2 a group of people chosen to judge a competition
3 the jury is (still) out on sth used to say that something
has not been finally decided: Is it good value? The jury is
still out on that. ➝ GRAND JURY

key1 /kiː/ S1 W2 n [C]
1 LOCK a small specially shaped piece of metal that you
put into a lock and turn in order to lock or unlock a door,
start a car etc: house/car keys I lost my house keys. | A
bunch of keys hung from his belt. | [+to] I can lend you a
spare key to the store until you get one cut (=made).

+++ high-frequency ++‡ mid-frequency +‡‡ low-frequency 3 key
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