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Elizabeth Willis took a BTEC Higher National Certificate (HNC) in General Engineering 
at Blackpool College and is also a broadcast engineer/ AV technician at the BBC. 

Told at an early age that Engineering was 
for boys, Elizabeth is a role model to all 
girls who aspire to work in the industry. 
She speaks her mind with confidence 
and assurance, backed up by her superb 
grades and practical experience working 
for the BBC.  

We asked her about her BTEC experience 
in May 2022. “My BTEC course is not only 
giving me the theory behind my practical 
skills but also giving me the confidence 
to push outside my comfort zone and 
conquer what I would normally shy 
away from”, Elizabeth says. “Having been 
told at school that I wouldn’t amount 
to anything, then being diagnosed with 
dyslexia officially at the beginning of the 
HNC engineering course, I feared that I 
would fall flat on my face, but thanks to 
the excellent guidance and support, I am 
thriving. The course is not only preparing 
me to progress to a degree programme, 
but also widening my career options”, she 
adds.  

Elizabeth is achieving distinctions 
across all her subjects something she 
is understandably proud of: “I have 
overcome a lot to get to where I am today, 
and I think this has to be my greatest 
achievement so far”. 

Elizabeth came back to education after 
realising that she had a passion for 
engineering and wanted to progress 
further. She is an example to all that it 
is never too late to pursue your dreams. 
As a dyslexic person she is also a role 
model for people with learning difficulties. 
With the right support, she has overcome 
barriers and smashed her goals. 
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Thanks to the excellent 
guidance and support 
on my BTEC course, I am 
thriving! 

BTEC Higher National Certificate 
in General Engineering


