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JORDON HARRISON

Eighteen-year-old Jordon Harrison studied for a BTEC in IT at Exeter College Victoria 
House. He will shortly be starting an apprenticeship as a Vehicle Technician – an 
industry where IT skills are particularly sought after. We caught up with him in June 
2022 to learn more about his experiences of taking the BTEC route after college. 

How do you think studying a BTEC 
helped get you where you are now?   
Studying a BTEC allowed me to learn 
a course that was relevant to what I 
intended on doing after college. With the 
format that the BTEC course used, I was 
able to improve my practical skills and 
enhance my knowledge on the subject 
through studying the theory and by 
completing the exams. 

Can you describe your BTEC 
experience? What was it like?   
I completed 2 years of BTEC, my first year 
was dedicated to achieving a foundation 
diploma in Information Technology and 

considering the disruption we received 
due to the pandemic, I felt that the course 
was delivered excellently, and the course 
contents itself were intuitive and highly 
interesting to study. 

The second year of my BTEC was 
dedicated to studying my extended 
diploma. After experiencing the first year, 
I settled down well into the second year 
and personally believed that I excelled 
and put 100% effort into completing the 
assignments and exams. However, I did 
personally feel that the second year was 
more challenging with the content, but 
everyone needs a challenge!  

Overall, I enjoyed the experience I 
received from my BTEC course and 
personally recommend considering this 
as a further education option. The tutors 
and lecturers I had were exceptional 
and incredibly helpful when it came to 
anything I was unsure about, they are 
incredibly supportive.  

Most tasks or assignments 
within my BTEC course 
required me to adopt a leader 
mindset and this helped 
improve my confidence.

BTEC Extended Diploma in 
Information Technology
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How is studying a BTEC preparing 
you for the career you would like 
to go into?   
I chose to study a BTEC in IT which was a 
wise choice for me as I was initially unsure 
what career I intended on following. As 
the world is mostly IT focused now, a large 
amount of career opportunities have been 
created that utilise this course.  

The apprenticeship that I decided to apply 
for and follow a career in is a Vehicle 
Technician apprenticeship. Considering 
I don’t have a mechanics or engineering 
diploma, I was adamant that this is a 
career path that I want to pursue. The 
BTEC I study is relevant to this career 
choice as technology is highly prominent 
within this industry and the knowledge 
and skills, I have learnt will hopefully help 
me excel within this apprenticeship. 

What did you like most about 
taking a BTEC?   
I really enjoyed the mixture between 
the practical elements of the course, 
such as the assignments and using the 
facilities within the college (like the Lab) 
to complete practical tasks that would 
help me understand and balance studying 
theory for the exams, which was a useful 
touch to help improve my knowledge. 

Would you recommend taking a 
BTEC? 
I would recommend taking a BTEC. It is 
an opportunity to study a course of your 
choice which will give you the practical 

skills and knowledge to excel in your 
chosen field.    

How would you say your 
confidence has changed since 
taking a BTEC? Has it made you 
more of a leader or focused your 
ambitions?   
Most tasks, or assignments, within 
my BTEC course at least, required me 
to adopt a leader mindset and this 
helped improve my confidence as I was 
determined to always apply myself and 
achieve the highest grade possible.  

What are your career ambitions for 
the future?   
I have an apprenticeship which I hope 
to complete and then receive a job role 
within the company I am working for. My 
ambition is to continue the career and 
make my way through the various roles 
within the company. This particular BTEC 
helped me secure the role as a Vehicle 
Technician because the industry is driven 
by technology and the recruitment team 
are interested in candidates with IT 
qualifications.  

What did you learn most from a 
BTEC? 
During my time studying the BTEC I chose, 
I learnt how to balance practical tasks with 
studying theory for the exams, this was 
very useful as it is critical to make sure you 
understand the fundamentals required to 
pass the exams.    
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