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Horticulture  – Progression routes

Level

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

Job role

University Lecturer,  Business Unit Director, 
Senior Landscape Manager  

Sales Representative manager, Lecturer, Nursery 
Manager, Plant Breeder, Agronomist

Head Gardener, Head Groundsperson, Contract 
supervisor., Sales Supervisor, Greenkeeper 

Supervisor, Nursery Assistant Manager  

Plan Area Assistant, Groundsperson, Horticultural 
Worker, Gardener, Landscape Operative

Plan Area Assistant, Trainee Groundsperson, 
Horticultural Worker, Trainee Gardener, Trainee 

Landscape Operative, 

Plan Area Worker, Junior Groundsperson, 
Horticultural Worker, Junior Gardener, Junior 

Landscape Operative,  

Apprenticeship

Master’s Degree 
Apprenticeship

Degree Apprenticeship

Degree Apprenticeship

Higher Apprenticeship

Advanced Apprenticeship

Intermediate Apprenticeship

Academic

Master’s Degree in relevant 
field of Horticulture 

Top Up Degree in relevant field of 
Horticulture

Foundation  
Degree

Foundation  
Degree

A Level

GCSE

Vocational

Higher National Diploma in 
Horticulture

Higher National Certificate in 
Horticulture

BTEC Nationals in Animal 
Horticulture

BTEC First/Technical Horticulture/
Tech Award Land-based Studies 

BTEC Entry Level/Level 1  
Land-based Studies


