Designed by Sarah Waite


My Education 
Lesson plan
Education in the UK is currently undergoing some of the biggest reforms for a generation but we think the voices of the people those changes will impact – young people - have not been heard loudly enough. 

My Education is a campaign that has been launched by leading learning company Pearson with support from education charity Teach First’s What Would You Change? project to ensure young people's views on their education are listened to. 

Over the next six months My Education will be asking young people what exactly they want from their education and to share their aspirations and for the future. We’ll be working with schools across the country to host 6 events where young people will be sharing their views on their education.  We know that young people can offer the most brilliant insights, and that they can teach us so much, and through My Education we are determined to give them a platform and make their voices heard.
We'll be taking the information gathered at these school events, along with all of the opinions that that we get via our Facebook page, Twitter (#aboutmyeducation) and Instagram and turning them into a document that we'll present to the people in power - the people who have the scope to make a difference when it comes to education policy. 

This lesson, produced by Policy First, has been designed with the aim of encouraging pupils to think about the barriers that some children and young people face in our education system, what they would change about it, and how policy has the potential to bring about this change.

Who are the resources designed for?

The lesson is designed to appeal to students from Year 9 onwards, and can be adapted for your class (see the lesson outline for ideas). The lesson could be used with a form group or within subject specific work (such as Citizenship, English or Politics to name a few). Please feel free to use and adapt any of these resources with your classes. We have also produced a video of the first My Education event, which you can use to start off a conversation in your classroom.
How do I get started?

Read through the lesson outline, which provides an overview of all the other resources included in this pack. There is also a PowerPoint presentation to accompany the lesson.

What is Policy First?

Policy First is a forum for Teach First participants and ambassadors to get involved with debates and focus groups and produce a biennial policy publication. For the 2012 Policy First publication, the authors worked to investigate the reasons behind the gap in educational attainment, speaking directly to the pupils and teachers who have experienced it. The research was designed to answer the overarching question: “What are the most important issues that prevent pupils from working towards the life that they would like at the age of 25?”
Lesson Objectives:

1) To identify what factors influence a person’s educational success.

2) To decide what needs to be done to improve education for young people in the UK.

3) To take action to improve education in the UK.
Lesson Outline
The time taken for each of the main activities depends on what you think is appropriate for your class. If you include all of the activities the lesson would last a minimum of 1 hour, but feel free to select only some parts of the lesson to teach or extend the activities for more than 1 lesson. This lesson can also be differentiated up or down for your students.

	Timings
	Activity
	Differentiation 
	Resources needed

	Starter

5mins

5mins
	Show the My Education video.
Show pupils statistics/statements about education in the UK. They indicate whether they think the statistic is true or false.

Alternative approach: Print off the statistics and put them around the classroom or on tables for pupils to discuss them in groups.


	
	This can be done with: traffic light cards, mini whiteboards, thumbs up or down, or standing up or sitting down.

PowerPoint or statistics printed on cards



	
	In groups, pupils share which statistic they found the most shocking and why. 

Alternative approach: This could be done as a think-pair-share activity.


	
	PowerPoint or statistics printed on cards



	Main


	In groups, pupils mind map all the factors that they think influences a person’s educational success. Ask pupils to feedback on some of the factors they have come up with.

You may wish to show the class some of the factors that other pupils (who took part in the Policy First research) came up with.

	Extension: Diamond 9 activity - pupils rank the factors in order of importance in the diamond shape. They can use the factors that are already on the template or can use the factors they have come up with in the mind map activity.


	Pens, A3 sugar paper, diamond 9 template

PowerPoint

	
	Ask the class what they think is meant by policy and following this, education policy. There are some examples of education policies on the PowerPoint.
Alternative approach: challenge the pupils to find out and explain what is meant by policy, using the internet or by providing them with articles to read for comprehension. 


	You may wish to remove this question for older students or challenge them to think of examples of policy.

	

	
	In groups, pupils decide on a statistic from the starter and working together create a policy, which would help to overcome it. 

Alternative approach: Pupils can research their own statistic online using the factors that they have come up with in the mind map and use this to create a policy to overcome it.


	There is a template for the pupils to complete to help them to do this.
	Policy template

	
	Each group presents their policy to the class (recommended time per presentation 2 minutes).The class then votes on which policy they think will improve education system the most. There are criteria for this activity on the accompanying PowerPoint resource.
Alternative approach: If you students are in 6th form/college these presentations can be filmed and submitted as entries to Teach First’s WWYC competition (see follow up below for more information). Entries need to be 2 minutes maximum in length.

	
	PowerPoint or printed criteria for pupils

	
	Pupils write a 100 word summary of their presentation and email it to myeducation@pearson.com , so it can be posted onto the My Education facebook page and can form part of a report that Pearson and Teach First will present to the Government and other decision makers in education.
Alternative approach: If you students are in 6th form/college, these letters (of no more than 500 words) can be submitted as entries to Teach First’s WWYC competition (see follow up below for more information).


	
	Letter template, access to the internet if submitting an enquiry to the DFE 

	Plenary

5mins
	Pupils design a tweet (no more than 140 characters) describing either:

· their policy

· or something they have learned in the lesson

These can be tweeted after or during the lesson to #aboutmyeducation if the pupils wish.

Alternative approach: Pupils are handed a blank A3 sheet of paper and a marker pen, and are asked to complete the sentence ‘My Education should be...’. Pictures can be posted via instagram onto the My Education facebook page (where you will find a number of examples of pupils who have completed this task.


	
	Access to internet (if tweeting during the lesson).


Resources
Diamond ranking template

This resource is a diamond ranking grid template. Type into the boxes what you want students to rank. Students position the boxes in order of importance; the most important idea goes at the top of the diamond, then the next two most important, then the next three, and so on until the single least important is placed at the bottom.
Ways to use this resource:

· Print off the sheet, cut out the cards and have groups of students negotiating and discussing where to place each box in the diamond shape.

· Snapshot the boxes onto an interactive whiteboard and get students to move the boxes around on the board until they are in the diamond shape.  

· Print and laminate the sheet as A3. Give students the list of what you want them to rank and ask them to complete their boxes using wipe-clean pens.

Ways to differentiate:

· Provide students with a blank sheet to get them to decide on and then rank their own content.

· Give students fewer than 9 boxes where appropriate; or more than 9 boxes, so they have the extra task of actively rejecting some of the content.

· Give students one or two blank cards so that they can swap a box or two for something they think is better. 

Diamond 9 - completed



Diamond 9 - blank



Policy template

Our Recommendation for Education Policy
What is the problem? (Or the statistic that shocked you the most):

Why is this a problem? 

Who can change this? This can be more than one person or group.

How can they change this?

What we propose should be done:

Follow up:

If your pupils are interested in finding out more, pages from the 2012 Policy First publication can be copied and used to stimulate a class discussion.

If your students are in 6th form or college and have been inspired to think about what they would change about the UK education system, they can submit an entry to Teach First’s What Would You Change? competition, where they have the chance of winning and internship and a tablet computer. See http://www.teachfirst.org.uk/whatwouldyouchange for more information.
If your pupils would like to find out more about the ‘My Education’ campaign, and see what young people around the country have had to say, they can visit the facebook page facebook.com/aboutmyeducation 

For more information on this resource pack or the My Education campaign please contact:

Sarah Waite on swaite@teachfirst.org.uk
Pippa Vaux on pippa.vaux@pearson.com 

My Education debate:

If you have a school debating society, could they do a debate on My Education? 

Possible motions: 

“My Education should help me to get the job of my dreams.”

vs
“My Education is about more than exams and a career – it’s about learning to think for ourselves and helping us become the people we want to be.”

Some extra questions to facilitate a debate, or to help students to craft their arguments:

About your education: 

· What do you like about education and school/college

· What do you dislike about education and school/college

· When do you leave school feeling happy? 

· What makes a good lesson?

· Thinking about your education, what inspires you in school and outside school?

· Thinking about your education, what motivates you and why? This could be people, events, sense of achievement etc.

· If you had to pick one, what would you say is the most important thing your education should teach you?
About your future:

· What are your ambitions? Do you have any plans in the future after finishing school/college?  (This could be anything, as specific or non specific as you like)

· Have you had any thoughts about what area/job would you like to work in the future? Why have you chosen this area/job? 

· What do you think you need to learn or know to be able to achieve this?

· What skills, experience and knowledge do you think employers look for?

· How confident do you feel about:

· The skills you currently have

· Your plan on how to get there

· How do you think you could be helped in achieving these goals? 

Learning and testing: 

· Which exams are you studying for at the moment?

· How are you finding them overall?

· What are your likes? 

· Do you have any frustrations?

· How important are exams to you? Why?

· What will they give you? 

· Which qualifications are more/less important to have in the UK right now?

· Thinking back to the ambitions you mentioned earlier, how can exams and education help you reach your goals?

· What needs to change, if at all?  Why?  













Support from family











Books at home











Own bedroom








Good facilities at school











Internet at home











Friends











Good teachers








Feeling safe in the local area











Regular meals
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