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Pearson Edexcel Key Stage 3 End of Year Test: Year 9 

English Language 
Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 
Section A: Reading Text Insert 

Key Stage 3 support: Year 9 End of Year Test 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 

Do not return the insert with question paper. 
 
 

Advice 

• Read the text before answering the questions in Section A of the question paper.  
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Read the text below and answer Questions 1–4 on the question paper. 

This story about a family shipwrecked while travelling to Australia was written 
in 1812 by Johann David Wyss. The story is narrated by the father, William. 
In this extract the family build ‘tubs’ to get from the shipwreck to an island.  

The Swiss Family Robinson: Johann David Wyss 

We proceeded slowly, but safely. The nearer we approached the land, the more 
dreary and unpromising it appeared. The rocky coast seemed to announce to us 
nothing but famine and misery. The waves, gently rippling against the shore, were 
scattered over with barrels, bales, and chests from the wreck. Hoping to secure 
some good provisions, I called on Fritz for assistance; he held a cord, hammer, 
and nails, and we managed to seize two hogsheads1 in passing, and fastening 
them with cords to our vessel, drew them after us to the shore.  

As we approached, the coast seemed to improve. The chain of rock was not 
entire, and Fritz’s hawk eye made out some trees, which he declared were the 
cocoa-nut tree; Ernest was delighted at the prospect of eating these nuts, so much 
larger and better than any grown in Europe. I was regretting not having brought the 
large telescope from the captain’s cabin, when Jack produced from his pocket a 
smaller one, which he offered me with no little pride. 

This was a valuable acquisition2, as I was now enabled to make the requisite3 
observations, and direct my course. The coast before us had a wild and desert 
appearance,--it looked better towards the left; but I could not approach that part, 
for a current which drove us towards the rocky and barren shore. At length we 
saw, near the mouth of a rivulet, a little creek between the rocks, towards which 
our geese and ducks made, serving us for guides. This opening formed a little bay 
of smooth water, just deep enough for our boat. I cautiously entered it, and landed 
at a place where the coast was about the height of our tubs, and the water deep 
enough to let us approach. The shore spread inland, forming a gentle declivity4 of 
a triangular form, the point lost among the rocks, and the base to the sea.  

All that were able leaped on shore in a moment. Even little Francis, who had been 
laid down in his tub, like a salted herring, tried to crawl out, but was compelled to 
wait for his mother’s assistance. The dogs, who had preceded us in landing, 
welcomed us in a truly friendly manner, leaping playfully around us; the geese kept 
up a loud cackling, to which the yellow-billed ducks quacked a powerful bass. This, 
with the clacking of the liberated fowls, and the chattering of the boys, formed a 
perfect Babel5; mingled with these, were the harsh cries of the penguins and 
flamingos, which hovered over our heads, or sat on the points of the rocks. They 
were in immense numbers, and their notes almost deafened us, especially as they 
did not accord with the harmony of our civilized fowls. However I rejoiced to see 
these feathered creatures, already fancying them on my table, if we were obliged 
to remain in this desert region. 
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Other names 

 

Pearson Edexcel  
Key Stage 3 
End of Year Test: Year 9 

School 

English Language 
Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 

Key Stage 3 support: End of Year Test (Year 9) 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 

You must have:  
Reading Text Insert 

Total Marks 

 

 

Instructions 

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.  
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name and school name.  
• Answer all questions in Section A and ONE in Section B.  
• You should spend about 1 hour on Section A.  
• You should spend about 45 minutes on Section B.  
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need. 

Information 

• The total mark for this paper is 64.  
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.  
• Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your written 

communication will be assessed  
– you should take particular care on these questions with your use of vocabulary, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as the clarity of expression.  

Advice 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.  
• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
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Section A – Reading 

Read the text in the Reading Text Insert provided and answer ALL the 
questions. 

You should spend about 1 hour on this section. 

Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

1 From lines 1 to 7, identify two things from the shipwreck. (2) 

1 .................................................................................................................................... 

2 .................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 1 = 2 marks) 

2 Give one reason why William thinks the small telescope is a ‘valuable  
acquisition’ (line 14).  

 You may use your own words or a quotation from the text. (1) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 2 = 1 mark) 



Pearson Edexcel Key Stage 3 End of Year Test: Year 9 
Issue 1.2 © Pearson Education Limited 2015 

5 

3 In lines 24 to 35, how does the writer use language and structure to show  
how the family and their animals feel about escaping from the shipwreck? 

 Support your views with reference to the text. (6) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 3 = 6 marks) 
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4 In this extract, the writer shows different reactions to the new surroundings. 

 Evaluate how successfully this is achieved. In your answer you  
should:  
• write about ideas, events, themes or settings in the extract 
• give your opinion on how well these show different reactions 
• include examples from the text to support your answer. (15) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 4 = 15 marks) 

 TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 24 MARKS 
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Section B – Imaginative Writing 

Answer ONE question. You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.  

Write your answer in the space provided. 

EITHER 

*5 Write about a time when you went to a new place.  

 Your response could be real or imagined. 

 In your response you should consider: 
• what the place was 
• where it was 
• how you felt about the place 
• what other people’s views of the place were 

 as well as any other ideas you might have. 

 *You will receive marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. You should 
make sure you: 
• check the spelling of words you have used 
• try to use varied punctuation such as question marks, exclamation marks, 

semicolons and commas 
• try to use different types of sentence such as questions, commands, 

exclamations, short sentences. 

 (Total for Question 5 = 40 marks) 

OR 

*6 Look at the images provided. Write about an exciting experience.  

 Your response could be real or imagined. You may wish to base your response 
on one of the images. 

 In your response you should consider: 
• what the experience was 
• interesting things about the experience 
• the people involved 
• how the experience ended 

 as well as any other ideas you might have. 

 *You will receive marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. You should 
make sure you: 
• check the spelling of words you have used 
• try to use varied punctuation such as question marks, exclamation marks, 

semicolons and commas 
• try to use different types of sentence such as questions, commands, 

exclamations, short sentences. 

 (Total for Question 6 = 40 marks) 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 40 MARKS 
 TOTAL FOR PAPER = 64 MARKS 
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Paper 1 Mark scheme 

The table below shows the number of raw marks allocated for each question in this mark 

scheme. 

Component: 

Fiction and 

Imaginative 

Writing 

Assessment objectives Total 

marks 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5 AO6 

Question 1 2      2 

Question 2 1      1 

Question 3  6     6 

Question 4    15   15 

Question 5     24 16 40 

Question 6     24 16 40 
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Section A – Reading 

Question 
Number 

(AO1) Answer Mark 

1 Accept any reasonable answers based on lines 1 to 7, for 
example ‘cord’, ‘hammer’, ‘nails’, ‘hogshead’, ‘barrels’, ‘bales’, 
‘chests’. 

(2) 

2 Accept any reasonable answer based on the text.  
Quotations and candidate’s own words are acceptable. 
For example: 
• because he regretted not bringing the large telescope 
• ‘now enabled to make the requisite observations’ 
• because it means he can get a better look at the coastline 
• because the family will be able to use it to explore 
• ‘I was now enabled to…direct my course.’ 

(1) 
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Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

3 Reward responses that explain how the writer uses language and 
structure to show how the family and their animals feel about escaping 
from the shipwreck in lines 24 to 35.  

Responses may include the following points about the language of the 
text: 
• the use of verbs to show how excited the family feel, e.g. ‘leaped’, 

‘chattering’, ‘rejoiced’ 
• the use of verbs to show how excited the animals feel about arriving 

on shore, e.g. ‘welcomed’, ‘clacking’, ‘leaping’ 
• the use of alliteration to show the connection between the positive 

reactions of the boys and fowls; ‘clacking of the liberated fowls, and 
the chattering of the boys’ 

• the use of the adjective ‘friendly’ describes the dogs’ behaviour and 
the adverb ‘playfully’ shows the dogs’ excitement 

• the contrast of non-movement, even death, using the simile ‘like a 
salted herring’ with the verb ‘to crawl’ to express Francis’s excitement  

• the use of the religious symbol ‘Babel’ with the adjective ‘perfect’ to 
show that although the place is noisy it is positive 

• the use of positive descriptive language to describe the birds – 
‘powerful’, ‘liberated’, ‘harmony’ 

Responses may include the following points about the structure of the 
text: 
• lists create pace in the text to show the excitement – the narrator 

describes the dogs, the geese, the ducks and lists the noises being 
made  

• use of subordinate clauses to build the description and add to the 
sense of happy chaos, with the mingling of human and animal, and 
domestic and wild animals 

• use of repetition of language related to noise to celebrate their safe 
passage: ‘the geese kept up a loud cackling, to which the yellow-billed 
ducks quacked a powerful bass. This, with the clacking of the liberated 
fowls, and the chattering of the boys…; mingled with these, were the 
harsh cries of the penguins and flamingos’ 

• the section is one long paragraph which shows the pace of events and 
the excitement the family and the animals feel at arriving safely 

• the paragraph ends with a final sentence including the narrator 
expressing his own excitement. 
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Level Mark (AO2) Descriptor 
 

0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2 • Comment on the language and/or structure used to achieve 
effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary. 

• The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

NB: The mark awarded cannot progress beyond the top 
of Level 1 if only language OR structure has been 
considered. 

Level 2 3–4 • Explanation of how both language and structure are used to 
achieve effects and influence readers, including use of 
vocabulary and sentence structure. 

• The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to 
the points being made. 

Level 3 5–6 • Analysis of how both language and structure are used to 
achieve effects and influence readers, including use of 
vocabulary, sentence structure and other language features. 

• The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies 
the points being made. 

 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

4 Reward responses that evaluate how successfully the purpose of showing 
different reactions is achieved. 
References to writer’s technique should only be credited at Level 2 and 
above if they support the critical judgement of the text. 
Responses may include: 
• the narrator’s mental state is evident throughout the extract which 

allows the reader to feel closer to him and experience the excitement 
with him 

• he describes in detail the reactions of the animals and family which 
shows their excitement 

• the reader would feel the family’s concern, ‘nothing but famine and 
misery’, that they may not reach shore at the start of the extract. This 
builds tension for the reader and they will want to find out if they do 
arrive safely 

• it is clear exactly what the narrator is thinking and feeling, and the 
description of the island changes from negative to positive 

• the family’s gradual journey is carefully crafted throughout the extract 
and by the end of the extract the family are thankfully happy to have 
arrived safely ‘leaped on shore in a moment’ 

• the description of the narrator’s behaviour at the end of the extract ‘I 
rejoiced’ puts across how feelings have been building through the 
extract 

• structure is manipulated in the extract as the fear at the start of the 
extract that the island is ‘dreary and unpromising’ and ‘wild and desert’ 
changes to excitement as the coast becomes ‘gentle’, ‘better’, 
‘smooth’. 
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Level Mark (AO4) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material 

Level 1 1–3 • Description of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Limited assertions are offered about the text. 
• The use of references is limited. 

Level 2 4–6 • Comment on ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Straightforward opinions with limited judgements are 

offered about the text. 
• The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

Level 3 7–9 • Explanation of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Informed judgement is offered about the text. 
• The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to 

the points being made. 

Level 4 10–12 • Analysis of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Well-informed and developed critical judgement is offered 

about the text. 
• The selection of references is appropriate, detailed and fully 

supports the points being made. 

Stretch 

Level 5 13–15 • Evaluation of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• There is a sustained and detached critical overview and 

judgement about the text. 
• The selection of references is apt and discriminating and is 

persuasive in clarifying the points being made. 
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Section B – Imaginative Writing 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

*5 Purpose: to write a real or imagined piece about a time when you went 
to a new place. This may involve a range of approaches, including: 
description, anecdote, speech, literary techniques. 

Audience: the writing is for a general readership. Candidates can choose 
to write for an adult audience or an audience of young people. 

Form: the response can be narrative, description or monologue. There 
should be organisation and structure with a clear introduction, 
development of points and a conclusion. Responses can be intentionally 
adapted to their audience by using, for example, a more informal or 
colloquial approach, or some literary elements. 

Responses may: 
• use an example of a new place the candidate has experienced in 

everyday life, e.g. school, moving house, holiday destination, or a 
fictional destination, e.g. a new planet, a location following a disaster 

• explain how the narrator feels about the place and how others react to 
the place and behave there  

• use appropriate techniques for creative writing, e.g. vocabulary, 
imagery, language techniques 

• use a voice that attempts to make the piece interesting and believable 
to the chosen audience 

• demonstrate particular understanding of the form used 
• be written in a register and style appropriate for the chosen form, 

which may include colloquial elements, dialogue within description or 
narrative, a sustained single voice in monologue. 

40 marks 
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Level Mark (AO5) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–4 • offers a basic response, with audience and/or purpose not 
fully established 

• expresses information and ideas, with limited use of 
structural and grammatical features 

Level 2 5–9 • shows an awareness of audience and purpose, with 
• straightforward use of tone, style and register 
• expresses and orders information and ideas; uses 

paragraphs and a range of structural and grammatical 
features 

Level 3 10–14 • selects material and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit 
audience and purpose, with appropriate use of tone, style 
and register 

• develops and connects appropriate information and ideas; 
structural and grammatical features and paragraphing 
make meaning clear 

Level 4 15–19 • organises material for particular effect, with effective use of 
tone, style and register 

• manages information and ideas, with structural and 
grammatical features used cohesively and deliberately 
across the text 

Stretch 

Level 5 20–24 • shapes audience response with subtlety, with sophisticated 
and sustained use of tone, style and register 

• manipulates complex ideas, utilising a range of structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion. 

 

Level Mark (AO6) Descriptor 

 0 • No rewardable material 

Level 1 1–3 • uses basic vocabulary, often misspelled 
• uses punctuation with basic control, creating undeveloped, 

often repetitive, sentence structures 

Level 2 4–6 • writes with a range of correctly spelt vocabulary, e.g. words 
with regular patterns such as prefixes, suffixes, double 
consonants 

• uses punctuation with control, creating a range of sentence 
structures, including coordination and subordination 

Level 3 7–9 • uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing 
irregular patterns correctly 

• uses accurate and varied punctuation, adapting sentence 
structure to contribute positively to purpose and effect 

Level 4 10–12 • uses a wide, selective vocabulary with only occasional 
spelling errors  

• positions a range of punctuation for clarity, managing 
sentence structures for deliberate effect 
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Stretch 

Level 5 13–16 • uses an extensive vocabulary strategically; rare spelling 
errors do not detract from overall meaning 

• punctuates writing with accuracy to aid emphasis and 
precision, using a range of sentence structures accurately 
and selectively to achieve particular effects. 

 

*6 Purpose: to write a real or imagined piece about an exciting experience. 
This may involve a range of approaches, including: description, anecdote, 
speech, literary techniques. 

Audience: the writing is for a general readership. Candidates can choose 
to write for an adult audience or an audience of young people. 

Form: the response can be narrative, description or monologue. There 
should be organisation and structure with a clear introduction, 
development of points and a conclusion. Responses can be intentionally 
adapted to their audience by using, for example, a more informal or 
colloquial approach, or some literary elements. 

Responses may: 
• use an example of something physically exciting, e.g. an extreme 

sport, or emotionally exciting, e.g. a birthday surprise, an event 
• give reasons why it was exciting and the impact on the people involved 
• use appropriate techniques for creative writing, e.g. vocabulary, 

imagery, language techniques 
• use a voice that attempts to make the piece interesting and believable 

to the chosen audience 
• demonstrate particular understanding of the form used 
• be written in a register and style appropriate for the chosen form, 

which may include colloquial elements, dialogue within description or 
narrative, a sustained single voice in monologue. 

40 marks 
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Level Mark (AO5) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material.  

Level 1 1–4 • offers a basic response, with audience and/or purpose not 
fully established 

• expresses information and ideas, with limited use of 
structural and grammatical features 

Level 2 5–9 • shows an awareness of audience and purpose, with 
• straightforward use of tone, style and register 
• expresses and orders information and ideas; uses 

paragraphs and a range of structural and grammatical 
features 

Level 3 10–14 • selects material and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit 
audience and purpose, with appropriate use of tone, style 
and register 

• develops and connects appropriate information and ideas; 
structural and grammatical features and paragraphing 
make meaning clear 

Level 4 15–19 • organises material for particular effect, with effective use of 
tone, style and register 

• manages information and ideas, with structural and 
grammatical features used cohesively and deliberately 
across the text 

Stretch 

Level 5 20–24 • shapes audience response with subtlety, with sophisticated 
and sustained use of tone, style and register 

• manipulates complex ideas, utilising a range of structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion. 
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Level Mark (AO6) Descriptor 

 0 • No rewardable material.  

Level 1 1–3 • uses basic vocabulary, often misspelled 
• uses punctuation with basic control, creating undeveloped, 

often repetitive, sentence structures 

Level 2 4–6 • writes with a range of correctly spelt vocabulary, e.g. words 
with regular patterns such as prefixes, suffixes, double 
consonants 

• uses punctuation with control, creating a range of sentence 
structures, including coordination and subordination 

Level 3 7–9 • uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing 
irregular patterns correctly 

• uses accurate and varied punctuation, adapting sentence 
structure to contribute positively to purpose and effect 

Level 4 10–12 • uses a wide, selective vocabulary with only occasional 
spelling errors  

• positions a range of punctuation for clarity, managing 
sentence structures for deliberate effect 

Stretch 

Level 5 13–16 • uses an extensive vocabulary strategically; rare spelling 
errors do not detract from overall meaning 

• punctuates writing with accuracy to aid emphasis and 
precision, using a range of sentence structures accurately 
and selectively to achieve particular effects. 
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Pearson Edexcel Key Stage 3 End of Year Test: Year 9 

English Language 
Paper 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing 
Section A: Reading Texts Insert 
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Read the text below and answer Questions 1–3 on the question paper. 

Text 1 

Dame Ellen MacArthur is a retired British sailor. She sailed around the coast of 
Britain in her boat called Iduna in 1995. Taking on the World is her first 
autobiography. This extract begins with a diary entry from 26th July. 

Taking on the World: Ellen MacArthur 

July 26th  

I cannot begin to describe what a fantastic feeling it is to be sailing alone as Iduna is 
sailing now. She is alive, and I am convinced she is aiming to please in every way. 
We are in harmony! She gracefully flows over the waves parting the water at her 
bows1 and leaving just an indent, a slight disturbance at her stern2, the only trace of 
her presence. God has blessed us with fair winds at last.  

We were out of sight of land for the first time in the voyage as we sailed for Peel on 
the Isle of Man and rather than making me fearful, this actually filled me with a 
greater sense of freedom than ever before. Iduna and I were off, and I had the most 
incredible urge just to carry on south and out across the Atlantic. The day was 
stunning, we were hammering along, and I got the wind-vane3 self-steering, feeling 
as if it was in control of us for the first time. I laughed aloud at the waves that 
splashed my face.  

Just two hours from Peel things changed dramatically, however. We were downwind 
of the island, which normally means that the sea flattens behind the shelter of the 
land. I was looking forward to that final blast in flat sea. Then the wind changed 
direction and started to increase in speed. I reefed4 down Iduna as she had begun 
bouncing around in the waves, and struggled to get things sorted quickly. It seemed 
everything was against us at that moment. As the winds grew in power they were 
also turning, blowing us away from Peel. We were experiencing extreme katabatic5 
winds as the air funnelled down the island’s hills and out to sea. I felt vulnerable but 
knew we were just going to have to hang on and battle it out. The waves grew 
dramatically, and I feared we might even have to change course and head for 
Ireland – and safety. I tried running Iduna’s engine to help us claw towards the 
harbour, but I could only run it on one tack6 as the propeller came out of the water 
on the other. I tried to stop and start it as we changed tacks7, but each time we fell 
down a wave the engine would scream in complaint as the resistance from the water 
disappeared below it. 

It was the big test for me and Iduna, and although the ordeal lasted only two hours,  
I learned a lot. 

Source: © MacArthur, Ellen Taking on the World (Penguin, 2003) 
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1 the front of a boat 
2 the back of the boat 
3 shows the direction of the wind 
4 reduced the size of the sail 
5 cold, downward winds 
6 in one direction 
7 changed direction 
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Read the text below and answer Questions 4–7 on the question paper. 

Text 2 

Text 2 has two newspaper articles about Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton’s  
expedition to the Antarctic 1914 to 1917. 

a) Part a is an article from The Times newspaper which appeared in 1913, 
announcing news of the expedition. 

THE SOUTH POLE. | A NEW IMPERIAL1 EXPEDITION. | SIR E. SHACKLETON’S 
PLANS. | ACROSS THE ANTARCTIC CONTINENT. | 

We are able to announce to-day, with a satisfaction which will be universally shared, that 
Sir Ernest Shackleton will lead a new expedition to the South Pole next year.  

Owing to the great expense involved, there has hitherto2 been some uncertainty as to 
the possibility of another British expedition in the immediate future; but it has now been 
definitely decided that the distinguished explorer will make a further attempt next year to 
add to our knowledge of the Antarctic continent, and that he will start from a South 
American port with the object of crossing the South Polar regions and returning to  
New Zealand. 

The first intimation3 of this important decision is made in a letter to The Times from  
Sir Ernest Shackleton, which we publish below.  

THE NEW EXPEDITION. | TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. |  
Sir, – It has been an open secret for some time past that I have been desirous4 of 
leading another expedition to the South Polar regions.  

I am glad now to be able to state that, through the generosity of a friend, I can announce 
that an expedition will start next year with the object of crossing the South Polar 
continent from sea to sea.  

I have taken the liberty of calling the expedition “The Imperial Trans Antarctic 
Expedition,” because I feel that not only the people of these islands, but our kinsmen5 in 
all the lands under the Union Jack will be willing to assist towards the carrying out of the 
full programme of exploration to which my comrades6 and myself are pledged7.  

Yours faithfully,  
ERNEST H. SHACKLETON. 

4, New Burlington-street,  
Regent-street, W., Dec. 27.  
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3 hint 
4 keen 
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6 friends 
7 promised 
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b) Part b was published in the Dundee Courier newspaper after the sinking of 
Endurance during the expedition. 

SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON SAFE 

––––––––– 

ENDURANCE CRUSHED IN WEDDELL SEA 

––––––––– 

LONG JOURNEY IN SMALL BOAT FOR HELP 

The Daily Chronicle this morning publishes a message which reached it at a late hour 
last night from Sir E. Shackleton, the leader of the Imperial Transantarctic Expedition. 

The message says:–– 

Port Stanley 
Falkland Islands, May 31, 1916 

I have arrived here. The Endurance was crushed in the middle of the Weddell Sea on 
October 27, 1915. She drifted in the ice until April 9 this year. We landed on Elephant 
Island on April 16. 

I left on April 24, leaving 22 men in a hole in the ice cliffs there, and proceeded for help 
towards South Georgia with five men in a 22 foot boat.  

At the time of leaving the island all were well, but in urgent need of rescue. –––– 

Shackleton. 
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Pearson Edexcel  
Key Stage 3 
End of Year Test: Year 9 

School 

  

English Language 
Paper 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing 

Key Stage 3 support: End of Year Test (Year 9) 
Time: 2 hours 

 

You must have:  
Reading Texts Insert 

Total Marks 

 

 

Instructions 

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.  
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name and school name.  
• Answer all questions in Section A and ONE in Section B.  
• You should spend about 1 hour and 15 minutes on Section A.  
• You should spend about 45 minutes on Section B.  
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need. 

Information 

• The total mark for this paper is 96.  
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.  
• Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your written 

communication will be assessed  
•you should take particular care on these questions with your use of vocabulary, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, as well as the clarity of expression.  

Advice 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.  
• Check your answers if you have time at the end. 
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Section A – Reading 

Read Text 1. Then answer Questions 1–3. 

You should spend about 1 hour 15 minutes on the WHOLE of Section A 
(Questions 1–7). 

Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

1 From lines 7 to 13, give one word that suggests Ellen MacArthur feels  
positive. (1) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 1 = 1 mark) 

2 In lines 14 to 22 Ellen MacArthur uses language to show how things changed 
after leaving Peel.  

 Give one example of how language is used to show the change. (2) 

 Example: 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 How the example shows change: 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 2 = 2 marks) 
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3 How does the writer use language and structure to interest and engage 
readers? 

 In your answer you should comment on: 
• the vocabulary the writer uses 
• the sentence structures the writer uses 
• the use of other language and structure features.  

 You must give examples from the text to support your answer. (15) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 3 = 15 marks) 
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Read Text 2. Then answer Questions 4–6. 

Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

4 From lines 5 to 10, identify two details about the planned expedition.  
You may use your own words or a quotation from the text. (2) 

1 .................................................................................................................................... 

2 .................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 4 = 2 marks) 

5 In lines 19 to 22 the writer uses language to show how important the  
expedition is.  

 Give one example from lines 19 to 22 and explain the effect of the  
example. (1) 

 Example: 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 Explanation:  

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 5 = 1 mark) 
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6 In Texts 2a and 2b, the writers are commenting on the importance of an 
expedition. 

 Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.  

 In your answer you should:  
• write about ideas, events, themes or settings in the extract 
• give your opinion on how well these show the importance 
• include examples from the text to support your answer.  (15) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 6 = 15 marks) 
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Question 7 is about Text 1 and Text 2. Answer both parts of the question.  
Refer to both texts in your answers. 

Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

7 (a) The two texts show the points of view of two explorers. 

 What similarities do the two explorers share in these extracts? 

 Use evidence from both texts to support your answer. (6) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 
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 (b) Compare how the writers of Text 1, Text 2a and Text 2b present their ideas 
and perspectives about the experiences they have. 

 In your answer you should: 
• consider a range of comparisons 
• include references to theme, language and/or structure 
• include examples from the texts to support your points. (14) 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 



Pearson Edexcel Key Stage 3 End of Year Test: Year 9 
 Issue 1 © Pearson Education Limited 2015 

36 

 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 (Total for Question 7 = 20 marks) 

 TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 56 MARKS 
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Section B – Transactional Writing 

Answer ONE question. You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.  

Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

EITHER 

*8 Write a guide about how to prepare for an expedition. 

 In your guide you should consider: 
• what types of expedition people might go on 
• what you suggest they take with them and why 
• who else to take or what to do if you are travelling alone 
• advice on staying safe 

 as well as any other ideas you might have.  

 You do not have to include features of layout like columns or pictures, but you 
should use features that will help organise your guide. 

 *You will receive marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. You should 
make sure you: 
• check the spelling of words you have used 
• try to use varied punctuation such as question marks, exclamation marks, 

semicolons, commas. 
• try to use different types of sentence such as questions, commands, 

exclamations, short sentences. 

 (Total for Question 8 = 40 marks) 

OR 

*9 Write an article for a magazine about an extreme sport. 

 In your article you should consider: 
• what the extreme sport is, e.g. snowboarding, hang gliding, mountain 

climbing 
• interesting facts or information about the sport 
• who this sport appeals to 
• what the positives and negatives of the sport are 

 as well as any other ideas you might have.  

 You do not have to include features of layout like columns or pictures, but you 
should use features that will help organise your article. 

 *You will receive marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. You should 
make sure you: 
• check the spelling of words you have used 
• try to use varied punctuation such as question marks, exclamation marks, 

semicolons, commas 
• try to use different types of sentence such as questions, commands, 

exclamations, short sentences. 
 (Total for Question 9 = 40 marks) 
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 ...................................................................................................................................... 

 TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 40 MARKS 
 TOTAL FOR PAPER = 96 MARKS 
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Paper 2 Mark scheme 

The table below shows the number of raw marks allocated for each question in this mark 

scheme. 

Component: 

Fiction and 

Imaginative 

Writing 

Assessment objectives Total 

marks 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 AO5 AO6 

Question 1 1      1 

Question 2 2      2 

Question 3  15     15 

Question 4 2      2 

Question 5  1     1 

Question 6    15   15 

Question 7a 6      6 

Question 7b   14    14 

Question 8     24 16 40 

Question 9     24 16 40 

  



Pearson Edexcel Key Stage 3 End of Year Test: Year 9 
Issue 1 © Pearson Education Limited 2015 

45 

Section A 

Question 
Number 

(AO1) Answer Mark 

1 Accept any reasonable answer based on lines 7 to 13, for 
example ‘freedom’, ‘incredible’, ‘stunning’, ‘hammering’, ‘self-
steering’, ‘control’, ‘laughed’. 

(1) 

 

Question 
Number 

(AO2) Answer Mark 

2 Award 1 mark for a valid example taken from lines 14 to 22, 
and 1 mark for a valid explanation. 

For example: 
• the use of ‘dramatically’ shows the large extent of the 

change 
• the use of the phrase ‘which normally means’ suggests 

there is something ‘abnormal’ to come 
• starting the sentence with ‘Then the wind changed 

direction’ shows the speed of the change 
• the description that the boat had ‘begun bouncing around in 

the waves’ shows that its movement had changed 
• the description of ‘experiencing extreme katabatic winds’ 

and use of alliteration and multiple adjectives emphasises 
the weather conditions  

• MacArthur says ‘I felt vulnerable’ which shows worry and 
concern in contrast with her looking forward earlier in the 
extract. 

(2) 
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In responses to the following question, examiners should be aware of the different ways 
candidates may structure their responses. There should be sufficient evidence analysing 
both language and structure to reward responses. Responses that are unbalanced cannot 
access Level 3 or above, where analysis of both language and structure is required. 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

3 Reward responses that analyse how the text uses language and structure 
to interest and engage readers.  

Responses may include the following points about the language of the text: 
• the use of personal pronouns, e.g. repetitive use of ‘I’ creates a sense 

that the events are personal and the use of ‘We’ shows that MacArthur 
and Iduna are a team 

• the personification of Iduna creates a sense that they are together and 
working as a team, e.g. ‘She is alive’, ‘she is aiming to please’ 

• the use of the phrase ‘I cannot begin to describe’ shows how emotional 
MacArthur feels 

• the use of alliteration creates emphasis on positive feelings at the start 
of the extract, e.g. ‘fantastic feeling’  

• the language used creates a sense of excitement and anticipation: 
‘rather than making me fearful’, ‘greater sense of freedom’; suggests 
that something is going to happen 

• the use of contrasts creates a sense of foreboding, e.g. the contrast 
between ‘fearful’ and ‘freedom’, the contrast in verbs from ‘laughed’ to 
‘feared’ 

• alliteration is used later in the extract to create emphasis on the 
difficulties faced: ‘experiencing extreme’, ‘change course’, ‘stop and 
start’ 

• the use of the verb ‘claw’ shows how difficult it is for MacArthur to 
reach the harbour 

• the use of personification to show the engine’s struggle: ‘the engine 
would scream in complaint’ 

• use of emotive language connects the writer’s feelings with the reader: 
‘I felt vulnerable’, ‘I feared’  

• language is used to show trial and error: ‘I tried running...I could only 
run it...’, ‘I tried to stop and start’ 

• technical language e.g. ‘stern’, ‘propellor’, ‘tacks’ is used to show that 
she is an expert in sailing and has done this before, creating 
confidence in her 

• the use of religious language is shown to express extreme emotion: 
‘God has blessed us with fair winds’. 

Responses may include the following points about the structure of the text: 
• repetition of ‘dramatically’ puts emphasis on the drama of the events 
• the extract starts with confidence that MacArthur and Iduna are sailing 

well and safely (the first paragraph shows words like ‘fantastic’, 
‘harmony’, ‘laughed’), but then starting a paragraph with a sentence 
beginning ‘Just two hours from Peel things changed dramatically, 
however’ shows the building of suspense 

• the use of sentences coordinated with ‘but’ shows how difficult the 
experience is, e.g. ‘but knew we were just going to have to...’, ‘but I 
could only run it...’, ‘but each time...’ 

• the use of the exclamation at the start ‘We are in harmony!’ shows 
how well MacArthur and Iduna are working together 

• there is a contrast created in sentence structures where the positive 
statement ‘I was looking forward’ is made, then the next sentence 
begins with the adverb ‘Then’, suggesting something quickly changes. 
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Level Mark (AO2) Descriptor 

Level 1 1–3 • Limited comment on the text. 
• Identification of the language and/or structure used to 

achieve effects and influence readers. 
• The use of references is limited. 

Level 2 4–6 • Comment on the text. 
• Comment on the language and/or structure used to achieve 

effects and influence readers, including use of vocabulary. 
• The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

NB: The mark awarded cannot progress beyond the top 
of Level 2 if only language OR structure has been 
considered. 

Level 3 7–9 • Explanation of the text. 
• Explanation of how both language and structure are used to 

achieve effects and influence readers, including use of 
vocabulary and sentence structure. 

• The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to 
the points being made. 

Level 4 10–12 • Exploration of the text. 
• Exploration of how both language and structure are used to 

achieve effects and influence readers, including use of 
vocabulary, sentence structure and other language 
features. 

• The selection of references is detailed, appropriate and fully 
supports the points being made. 

Stretch 

Level 5 13–15 • Analysis of the text. 
• Analysis of how both language and structure are used to 

achieve effects and influence readers, including use of 
vocabulary, sentence structure and other language 
features. 

• The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies 
the points being made. 
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Question 
Number 

(AO1) Answer Mark 

4 Accept any reasonable answer based on lines 5 to 10.  

Quotations and candidate’s own words are acceptable. 

For example: 
• the expedition is very expensive 
• it was uncertain if it was going to happen 
• ‘it has now been definitely decided’ 
• Shackleton will lead the expedition 
• it will ‘add to our knowledge of the Antarctic continent’ 
• the expedition will start from a South American port 
• it will cross the South Polar regions 
• the expedition will return to New Zealand. 

(2) 

 

Question 
Number 

(AO2) Answer Mark 

5 Award 1 mark for a valid example and explanation from lines 
19–22. 

Do NOT accept an example without an explanation. 

For example: 
• Shackleton calls the expedition ‘The Imperial Trans 

Antarctic Expedition’ which shows it has royal approval, 
making it important 

• the expedition has a title in capital letters which shows how 
important it is: ‘The Imperial Trans Antarctic Expedition’ 

• Shackleton says that the expedition will be important for 
‘not only the people of these islands, but our kinsmen in all 
the lands under the Union Jack’ which shows that it will 
have international importance 

• the expedition is described as a ‘full programme of 
exploration’ which sounds busy and detailed and therefore 
important 

• Shackleton says that he and his comrades are ‘pledged’ to 
the expedition which shows that they have made an 
important promise. 

(1) 
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Question 
number 

Indicative content 

6 Reward responses that evaluate how successfully the purpose of 
commenting on the importance is achieved. 

Responses may include: 

• both Text 2a and 2b comment on the expedition being an ‘Imperial’ 
expedition, showing it has royal approval 

• the text starts with the theme of promise and expectation of what will 
be achieved, e.g. ‘a satisfaction which will be universally shared’, ‘to 
add to our knowledge of the Antarctic continent’  

• Shackleton’s mental state changes from the start of his letter to the 
end of his telegram – he starts very positively ‘desirous’, ‘glad’, 
‘willing’, ‘pledged’ but then at the end of the expedition is more 
negative ‘crushed’, ‘urgent’, ‘rescue’ 

• excitement at and anticipation of the expedition is built up over the 
first section of the text in the description of the benefits and the idea 
of the exclusive, open secret 

• the reader would feel that the expedition has great promise and is well 
supported. This stands in contrast to the experience after the 
Endurance is crushed 

• it is clear how important the expedition is as it is reported in a national 
newspaper, and the fact that the telegram received from Shackleton 
after the expedition is published underlines this importance  

• the use of the headlines and the focus on the fate of Endurance 
(‘crushed’) shows how significant it is that the expedition has met 
difficulties  

• structure is manipulated in the text by contrasting the ‘before’ and 
‘after’ where the importance before focuses on the impact on the 
country and its people and the importance after focuses on the safety 
and survival of the crew 
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Level Mark (AO4) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3 • Description of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Limited assertions are offered about the text. 
• The use of references is limited. 

Level 2 4–6 • Comment on ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Straightforward opinions with limited judgements are 

offered about the text. 
• The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

Level 3 7–9 • Explanation of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Informed judgement is offered about the text. 
• The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to 

the points being made. 

Level 4 10–12 • Analysis of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• Well-informed and developed critical judgement is offered 

about the text. 
• The selection of references is appropriate, detailed and fully 

supports the points being made. 

Stretch 

Level 5 13–15 • Evaluation of ideas, events, themes or settings. 
• There is a sustained and detached critical overview and 

judgement about the text. 
• The selection of references is apt and discriminating and is 

persuasive in clarifying the points being made. 

 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

7a Reward responses that draw on both texts. Responses may include: 
• both explorers are well prepared, e.g. MacArthur is able to get Iduna 

‘self-steering’ and Shackleton’s plans are organised well in advance 
and funding sourced 

• both show they learn from the expeditions – MacArthur says ‘I learned 
a lot’ and Shackleton identifies what he calls the ‘full programme of 
exploration’, showing there is much to find out 

• both know the importance of time: Shackleton shows how long it has 
taken to plan and gain finance for the expedition and MacArthur talks 
of how a significant experience (‘I learned a lot’) can take place in a 
short time (‘only two hours’)  

• both explorers experience danger: MacArthur says ‘I felt vulnerable’ 
and ‘I feared’ and Shackleton says that he has to proceed ‘for help’ 
and that the crew of Endurance are ‘in urgent need of rescue’ 

• both MacArthur and Shackleton are proactive when something goes 
wrong: MacArthur tries various things to keep Iduna on track and 
Shackleton goes for help on behalf of his crew 

• both the explorers experience a feeling of being part of a team, e.g. 
MacArthur with Iduna where she says ‘We are in harmony!’ and 
Shackleton with his ‘comrades’ 

Students must draw on BOTH texts to access marks. 
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Level Mark (AO1 bullet 2) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable content. 

Level 1 1–2 • Limited understanding of similarities. 
• Limited synthesis of the two texts. 
• The use of evidence is limited. 

Level 2 3–4 • Sound understanding of similarities. 
• Clear synthesis of the two texts. 
• The selection of evidence is valid but not developed and 

there may be an imbalance. 

Level 3 5–6 • Detailed understanding of similarities. 
• Detailed synthesis of the two texts. 
• The selection of evidence is appropriate and relevant to the 

points being made. 

In responses to the following question, examiners should be aware of the different ways 
candidates may structure their responses. There should be sufficient evidence in the 
response analysing each text, and comparing the texts to reward responses. Responses 
that are unbalanced will not be able to access Level 3 or above, where explanation of 
writers’ ideas and perspectives is required alongside a range of comparisons between 
texts. 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

7b Reward responses that compare how each writer presents the 
experiences they have. 

Responses may include: 
• both texts show the effect of the danger – Text 1 shows the impact of 

weather and Text 2 shows how the Endurance is crushed 
• Text 1 shows what happens when you are alone on an expedition 

whereas Text 2 shows how the experience is when you are the leader 
of an expedition and you have to get others to safety 

• both texts show how the experiences affect the explorers’ feelings, e.g. 
Text 1 describes MacArthur’s experience as ‘a fantastic feeling’, as 
making her feel vulnerable and as a learning experience and Text 2 
shows Shackleton’s anticipation, excitement, sense of importance, 
vulnerability 

• even though each text shows the expertise of the explorers in their 
knowledge of technical terms (MacArthur) and level of previous 
experience (Shackleton mentions ‘leading another expedition’), the 
experiences still end up being dangerous, showing that preparation is 
not necessarily helpful 

• both texts show that the danger comes from natural causes,  
e.g. winds, water, ice 

• both texts use time to build up the dangerous experiences – in Text 1 
by talking about the speed of events and in Text 2 by talking about 
how long things have taken to happen 

• while Text 1 is personal and has a diary entry as part of it, Text 2 is 
public and is published nationally for all to read 

• this impacts on tone – Text 1 has a reflective, personal tone while Text 
2 is much more formal – this could also relate to the difference in 
when the texts were written. 
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Level Mark (AO3) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable content. 

Level 1 1–2 • The response does not compare the texts. 
• Description of writers’ ideas and perspectives, including 

theme, language and/or structure. 
• The use of references is limited.  

Level 2 3–5 • The response considers obvious comparisons between the 
texts. 

• Comment on writers’ ideas and perspectives, including 
theme, language and/or structure. 

• The selection of references is valid, but not developed. 

NB: The mark awarded cannot progress beyond the top 
of Level 2 if only ONE text has been considered in detail. 

Level 3 6–8 • The response considers a range of comparisons between 
the texts. 

• Explanation of writers’ ideas and perspectives including 
theme, language and/or structure. 

• The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to 
the points being made. 

Level 4 9–11 • The response considers a wide range of comparisons 
between the texts. 

• Exploration of writers’ ideas and perspectives including how 
the theme, language and/or structure are used across the 
texts. 

• References are balanced across both texts and fully support 
the points being made. 

Stretch 

Level 5 12–14 • The response considers a varied and comprehensive range 
of comparisons between the texts. 

• Analysis of writers’ ideas and perspectives including how 
the theme, language and/or structure are used across the 
texts. 

• References are balanced across both texts, they are 
discriminating, and clarify the points being made. 
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Section B – Transactional Writing 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

*8 Purpose: to write a guide about how to prepare for an expedition – 
informative/advisory. 

Audience: the writing is for a general readership. The focus is on 
communicating ideas about how to prepare for an expedition. This can 
involve a range of approaches. 

Form: the response should be set out as a guide using organisational 
features. There should be organisation and structure with a clear 
introduction, development of points and a conclusion.  

Responses may cover: 
• what types of expedition people might go on, e.g. camping, mountain 

climbing, charity walk, sailing expedition, adventure holiday  
• what items people might take with them and why, e.g. safety 

equipment to ensure health and safety, maps to ensure people don’t 
get lost, contact details so people know how to contact them and who 
they need to contact in an emergency 

• who else to travel with or what to do if travelling alone, e.g. keep 
possessions safe, keep in contact with home 

• how to stay safe, e.g. physical safety and protective equipment and 
clothing, health issues like drinking water and food, regular contact 
with people. 

40 marks 
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Level Mark (AO5) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable content. 

Level 1 1–4 • offers a basic response, with audience and/or purpose not 
fully established 

• expresses information and ideas, with limited use of 
structural and grammatical features 

Level 2 5–9 • shows an awareness of audience and purpose, with 
• straightforward use of tone, style and register 
• expresses and orders information and ideas; uses 

paragraphs and a range of structural and grammatical 
features 

Level 3 10–14 • selects material and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit 
audience and purpose, with appropriate use of tone, style 
and register 

• develops and connects appropriate information and ideas; 
structural and grammatical features and paragraphing 
make meaning clear 

Level 4 15–19 • organises material for particular effect, with effective use of 
tone, style and register 

• manages information and ideas, with structural and 
grammatical features used cohesively and deliberately 
across the text 

Stretch 

Level 5 20–24 • shapes audience response with subtlety, with sophisticated 
and sustained use of tone, style and register 

• manipulates complex ideas, utilising a range of structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion. 
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Level Mark (AO6) Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable content. 

Level 1 1–3 • uses basic vocabulary, often misspelled 
• uses punctuation with basic control, creating undeveloped, 

often repetitive, sentence structures 

Level 2 4–6 • writes with a range of correctly spelt vocabulary, e.g. words 
with regular patterns such as prefixes, suffixes, double 
consonants 

• uses punctuation with control, creating a range of sentence 
structures, including coordination and subordination 

Level 3 7–9 • uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing 
irregular patterns correctly 

• uses accurate and varied punctuation, adapting sentence 
structure to contribute positively to purpose and effect 

Level 4 10–12 • uses a wide, selective vocabulary with only occasional 
spelling errors  

• positions a range of punctuation for clarity, managing 
sentence structures for deliberate effect 

Stretch 

Level 5 13–16 • uses an extensive vocabulary strategically; rare spelling 
errors do not detract from overall meaning 

• punctuates writing with accuracy to aid emphasis and 
precision, using a range of sentence structures accurately 
and selectively to achieve particular effects. 
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Question 
number 

Indicative response 

*9 Purpose: to write an article for a magazine – informative and persuasive 

Audience: magazine readers. Candidates can choose which magazine 
they are writing for. The focus is on communicating ideas about an 
extreme sport. This may involve a range of approaches and should be 
interesting. 

Form: the response should be set out effectively as an article which can 
make some use of side-headings and bullet points. Credit should given to 
those answers that use any stylistic conventions of a magazine article – 
this may have various forms but must include a heading, an introduction 
to the sport, a summary of the issues or ideas being considered, and a 
conclusion. 

Responses may: 
• identify what the extreme sport is, e.g. snowboarding, hang gliding, 

mountain climbing, skiing, mountain biking 
• give some interesting things about the sport, e.g. is it solo or team, 

what equipment is used, how much it costs, where people do it 
• who this sport appeals to, e.g. age, gender, nationality 
• what the positives and negatives of the sport are, e.g. fitness, danger, 

skills learnt, credit such as league tables or medals. 

40 marks 
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Level Mark (AO5) Descriptor 

 0 • No rewardable content. 

Level 1 1–4 • offers a basic response, with audience and/or purpose not 
fully established 

• expresses information and ideas, with limited use of 
structural and grammatical features 

Level 2 5–9 • shows an awareness of audience and purpose, with 
• straightforward use of tone, style and register 
• expresses and orders information and ideas; uses 

paragraphs and a range of structural and grammatical 
features 

Level 3 10–14 • selects material and stylistic or rhetorical devices to suit 
audience and purpose, with appropriate use of tone, style 
and register 

• develops and connects appropriate information and ideas; 
structural and grammatical features and paragraphing 
make meaning clear 

Level 4 15–19 • organises material for particular effect, with effective use of 
tone, style and register 

• manages information and ideas, with structural and 
grammatical features used cohesively and deliberately 
across the text 

Stretch 

Level 5 20–24 • shapes audience response with subtlety, with sophisticated 
and sustained use of tone, style and register 

• manipulates complex ideas, utilising a range of structural 
and grammatical features to support coherence and 
cohesion. 
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Level Mark (AO6) Descriptor 

 0 • No rewardable content. 

Level 1 1–3 • uses basic vocabulary, often misspelled 
• uses punctuation with basic control, creating undeveloped, 

often repetitive, sentence structures 

Level 2 4–6 • writes with a range of correctly spelt vocabulary, e.g. words 
with regular patterns such as prefixes, suffixes, double 
consonants 

• uses punctuation with control, creating a range of sentence 
structures, including coordination and subordination 

Level 3 7–9 • uses a varied vocabulary and spells words containing 
irregular patterns correctly 

• uses accurate and varied punctuation, adapting sentence 
structure to contribute positively to purpose and effect 

Level 4 10–12 • uses a wide, selective vocabulary with only occasional 
spelling errors  

• positions a range of punctuation for clarity, managing 
sentence structures for deliberate effect 

Stretch 

Level 5 13–16 • uses an extensive vocabulary strategically; rare spelling 
errors do not detract from overall meaning 

• punctuates writing with accuracy to aid emphasis and 
precision, using a range of sentence structures accurately 
and selectively to achieve particular effects. 

 


