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Policy Tracker – Keeping track of what 

happened in the world of education in 

June 2018 

Main talking points 

A month which has seen the exam season draw to a sweltering close, the Education Festival bandwagon 

do the rounds, the government pilot a website for teacher recruitment, the Education Secretary stick with 

the schedule for T Levels, some changes for the apprenticeship levy announced but apprenticeships 

starts remaining modest, degree returns and TEF results reported and, as listed here, a host of new 

reports published 

 

Key headlines from the month 

• Phonics screening check. Government confirms pass mark remains at 32 

• PSHE. Partnership Group calls for it become statutory on the school curriculum 

• Childhood obesity. Government announces new measures 

• Off rolling. FFT Education Datalab analyze the evidence 

• Teachers. Government pilots new free website for teacher vacancies 

• School governors. Education Secretary doubles funding for training 

• National Skills Commissioner. Dominic Herrington takes the hot seat from this September 

• FE teachers. Skills Minister aims to attract with a new funded training scheme  

• T Levels. Skills Minister confirms government keen to press ahead 

• Apprenticeships. Latest data shows continuing slow take-up 

• Levy flexibility. Government extends 10% transfer availability  

• Staff moves. DfE and ESFA tech and apprenticeship reform teams to work together 

• Construction Skills. Government launches new training fund 

• Skills Strategy. London Mayor publishes outline version for the capital  

• Uni entry. Universities UK report shows new recruits have higher entry qualification levels 

• PQA. UCU calls for a revisit of post qualification admission (PQA) system 

• Student satisfaction. HEPI and Advance HE publish latest annual survey results 

• Teaching Excellence Framework. Latest round of assessments published  

• Degree returns. New research identifies course and institution types for best graduate returns 

• Degree inflation. Think tank reports on the issue 

• VC’s pay. OfS issues new reporting directive 
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Reports/Publications of the month (in order of publication) 

• Where next for Apprenticeships? The Learning and Work Institute publishes a collection of essays 
by leading players looking at quality, access, and the future for apprenticeships 

• Requesting initial teacher training places. The DFE issues guidance and deadlines for those 
hoping to recruit candidates this autumn for programmes starting in 2019 

• The UK’s Strategy for Countering Terrorism. The government publishes an updated strategy 
following last year’s incidents with the focus on the 4 P’s of Prevent, Pursue, Protect, Prepare  

• Stuck at the Start. The TUC  reports on the growing generational pay cap for many young workers 
who have become in their words: ‘trapped in low-paid, insecure work’  

• Secure Schools. The government outlines its vison and invites applications for the creation of the 
new Secure Schools which will provide education and health programs for young offenders 

• Growth and choice in university admissions. Universities UK reports increasing numbers of 18 yr 
olds applying to uni and with higher levels of entry qualification than in previous years 

• Statutory PSHE.  The PSHE Partnership Group calls on the government to make PSHE a statutory 
school subject, arguing that it would help government meet a number of social targets 

• A Skills and Adult Education Strategy for London. The London Mayor launches his outline 
strategy ahead of next year’s shift to devolved budgets in London and elsewhere 

• Remuneration Code for Senior Staff in HE. The Committee of University Chairs publishes the final 
version of its Code which will be voluntary but which most are expected to follow 

• Embedding learning technologies in FE. The Education and Training Foundation reports on a small 
scale survey highlighting some of the barriers and ways in which improvements could be made 

• 2018 Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF) results. The latest results show 73 providers rated 
gold, 134 silver and 62 bronze against the three core metrics 

• Opportunities for a Skilled London. The Collab Group publishes the thoughts of a group of London 
principals 

• 2018 Student Academic Experience Survey. The HE Policy Institute and Advance HE publish the 
results of their annual survey showing well-being still a concern but most happy with their uni choice 

• The relative labour market returns to different degrees. The DfE publishes commissioned 
research showing that the choice of subject let alone uni, matters a lot when it comes to wage returns 

• Effective Teacher Policies. The OECD examines teacher recruitment across PISA countries finding 
teaching remaining attractive to young people in the UK but not so much to the high flyers  

• Treating Students Fairly. The House of Lords Economic Affairs Committee publishes a hard-hitting 
report on post-18 funding and provision calling for changes to funding, regulation and access 

• Public Spending on Children in England: 2000 to 2020. The Children’s Commissioner publishes 
commissioned research showing the impact of cuts to some children’s services and post-16 provision 

• School system reform. The law firm Browne Jacobson reports on its recent roundtable discussion on 
identifying the principles for creating a self-improving school system  

https://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/Documents/Courses-and-Quals/Apprenticeships/Making%20Apprenticeships%20Work_Executive%20Summary%20pdf.ashxhttps:/www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/Documents/Courses-and-Quals/Apprenticeships/Making%20Apprenticeships%20Work_Executive%20Summary%20pdf.ashx
https://www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/Documents/Courses-and-Quals/Apprenticeships/Making%20Apprenticeships%20Work_Executive%20Summary%20pdf.ashxhttps:/www.cityandguilds.com/~/media/Documents/Courses-and-Quals/Apprenticeships/Making%20Apprenticeships%20Work_Executive%20Summary%20pdf.ashx
http://www.learningandwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/All-Change_Where-next-for-apprenticeshpis-1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/713250/Requesting_initial_teacher_training_places_-_process_for_2019_to_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/713284/CCS207_CCS0218929798-1_CONTEST_3.0_WEB__003_.PDF
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/Stuck%20at%20the%20start-%20young%20workers%20progress%20and%20pay.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/712904/secure-schools-vision.pdf
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2018/growth-and-choice-in-university-admissions-final.pdf
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/sites/default/files/PSHE%20workload%20report%20FINAL%20version%204%206%202018.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/sfl_strategy_-_final_june_2018.pdf
http://www.universitychairs.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/HE-Remuneration-Code.pdf
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Sero-Report-for-ETF-on-TEL-Barriers-Enablers_Report-for-publication_Final_1.0-1.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/news-and-blog/2018-tef-awards-highlight-excellence-across-all-areas-of-the-higher-education-sector/
http://www.collabgroup.co.uk/system/resources/download_files/000/000/026/original/Opportunities_for_a_skilled_London_v.2.pdf?1528281878
http://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/STRICTLY-EMBARGOED-UNTIL-THURSDAY-7-JUNE-2018-Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-report-2018.pdf
http://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/STRICTLY-EMBARGOED-UNTIL-THURSDAY-7-JUNE-2018-Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-report-2018.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/9789264301603-en.pdf?expires=1528720178&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=3C610956814DCD6A80E321CDDE077354
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeconaf/139/139.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Public-Spending-on-Children-in-England-CCO-JUNE-2018.pdf
https://www.brownejacobson.com/-/media/files/pdf-documents/5/bj%20education%20thought%20leadership%20report%20a4%20v7_online
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• Fake news and critical literacy. The All Party Parliamentary Group on Literacy highlights the extent 
of the problem facing young people as it launches a new Charter to help schools tackle the issue 

• FE structure and prospects appraisals. The DfE issues new guidance for college corporations on 
FE Commissioner-led appraisals 

• Consultation on the Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation. The government launches 
consultation on its new Centre intended to help the UK become a world leader in data and AI 

• Student Loans in England 2017-18. The Student Loans Company publishes figures for 2017/18  

• Schools’ Spending. The TaxPayers’ Alliance controversially suggests there isn’t a crisis in school 
funding and teachers don’t warrant a pay rise  

• Mental health and wellbeing. The Association of Colleges offers case studies on how different 
colleges are going about tackling the problem  

• The Higher Education market. The Public Accounts Committee argues that the higher ed market is 
not working in the interests of students, taxpayers or universities 

• Preparing for Literacy. The Education Endowment Foundation issues the latest in its series of 
reports on how to improve language and literacy skills in early years 

• Insolvency regime for FE. The DfE follows up the recent consultation by confirming that secondary 
legislation will be introduced and a new regime in place before the end of the year 

• The importance of Level 2 Skills Provision. The Association of Employment and Learning 
Providers (AELP) highlights the importance of Level 2 provision both to the economy and individuals  

• The Roehampton Annual Computing Education Report. Roehampton’s annual report into 
computing science in schools paints a picture of a subject struggling to gain a foothold 

• Disrupted Childhood. The 5Rights Foundation highlights some of the dangers behind the persuasive 
practices used by some online companies which can leave many children scarred  

• Student attitudes to fee reform. The Student Room reports on its survey of a thousand 17-24 year 
olds finding value for money and future employability the main concerns for many 

• Guidance on preparing and publishing financial statements. The Office for Students issues 
directions on how higher ed providers are to submit details on VC’s pay (by December 2018) 

• Post Qualification Admissions. The University and College Union (UCU) revisits the case for 
students applying on the basis of known rather than predicted grades 

• School performance in academy chains and LAs. The Education Policy Institute finds little 
difference between the two in its latest study of performance by school types 

• Hygiene Poverty. The In Kind charity reports on its survey into so-called ‘hygiene poverty’ and the 
extent to which primary teachers are stepping in with offers of goods and help 

• How do shortages of maths teachers affect the within-school allocations of maths teachers? 
The Nuffield Foundation reports that many maths classes are left with inexperienced teachers 

• The financial concerns of students. Universities UK and NEON report on a survey of students, 
finding many unclear how fees and loans operate and concerned about living costs and employability  

• A degree of uncertainty. The Reform think tank tackles the issue of degree inflation calling for a 
system of national assessments to help determine degree level awards 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/news/only-2-uk-children-have-critical-literacy-skills-they-need-tell-if-news-real-or-fake/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/715593/FE_Commissioner-led_structure_and_prospects_appraisals.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/715760/CDEI_consultation__1_.pdf
https://www.slc.co.uk/media/10022/slcsp012018.pdf
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/taxpayersalliance/pages/9466/attachments/original/1528883418/Schools'_spending.pdf?1528883418
https://www.aoc.co.uk/sites/default/files/AoC%20Mental%20Health%20Publication%20-%20Final.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubacc/693/693.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Campaigns/Literacy/Preparing_Literacy_Guidance_2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/716566/Consultation-response-FE-insolvency.pdf
https://www.aelp.org.uk/media/2334/submission-51-the-importance-of-level-2-skills-provision.pdf
https://www.bcs.org/upload/pdf/computing-education-report.pdf
https://d1qmdf3vop2l07.cloudfront.net/eggplant-cherry.cloudvent.net/compressed/bb24215ada7264f0db4b3a0060e755b1.pdf
http://tsrmatters.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Student-attitudes-to-university-fee-reform-1.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/news-and-blog/vice-chancellors-must-justify-their-salaries-which-will-be-published-annually/
http://www.ucu.org.uk/media/9430/post_qualification_admissions_how_it_works_around_the_world/pdf/postqualificationadmissionshowitworksaroundtheworld
https://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/EPI-Academy-LA-Performance_.pdf
https://www.inkinddirect.org/primary-school-children-in-hygiene-poverty/
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/sites/default/files/files/Within-school%20allocations%20of%20maths%20teachers%20to%20pupils_v_FINAL.pdf
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2018/the-financial-concerns-students.pdf
http://www.reform.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/A-Degree-of-Uncertainty-final.pdf
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• Who’s Left 2018? FFT Education Datalab reports on the growing number of school pupils who 
‘disappear’ from school rolls, particularly ahead of GCSEs 

• Delivering STEM skills for the economy.  The Public Accounts Committee calls for a better 
understanding in government about STEM skills and how shortages can be addressed 

• Draft Code of Good Governance for Independent Training Providers. The Association of 
Employment and Learning Providers (AELP) consults on a new Code 

• Changes to statistical reporting of inspection outcomes for state schools. Ofsted reports on the 
results of its recent consultation and the impact on the latest statistical reporting of school outcomes 

• How apprentices in England are assessed. The Education and Skills Funding Agency explains all 

• Understanding your data. The Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) outlines what data 
school governors and trustees should expect to see when considering school performance 

• Language Tends 2018. The British Council publishes its latest annual survey of language take-up in 
schools in England showing Spanish on the up but French and German continuing to fall 

• Bridging the Gap. Adoption UK highlights the challenges facing adopted children when it comes to 
schooling 

• Debating the first principles of English vocational education. The Edge Foundation reports on its 
big debate so far concluding with a further set of questions that need considering 

 

Speeches of the month 

• Amanda Spielman’’s 1 June speech to the Pre-school Learning Alliance conference ranges from 
the value of reading and Ofsted inspections to toilet training  

• Amanda Spielman’s 6 June Bryanston speech recounts how inspections have changed over the 
years and identifies some of the principles shaping the new inspection framework coming in 2019 

• Sam Gyimah’s 7 June HEPI speech highlights the importance of value for money and student choice 
and announces a new team to help new providers enter the market  

• Damian Hinds’ 9 June NGA speech announces more money for governor training and a clamp down 
on excessive pay rises and party transactions over £20,000 in Academy Trusts 

• Greg Clark’s 13 June London Tech Week speech spells out the importance of artificial intelligence 
to the government’s Industrial Strategy 

• Nick Gibb’s 14 June International Textbook Summit speech outlines the value of high-quality 
textbooks in supporting learning and saving teachers’ time and workloads 

• Matt Hancock’s 20 June NSPCC speech argues for greater control of mobile phone and online use 
for children arguing that parents, teachers, tech companies, governments, all have a role to play 

• Amanda Spielman’s 21 June Festival of Education speech outlines the progress Ofsted is making 
in developing ‘a more intelligent and responsible’ inspection system  

• Nick Gibb’s 22 June Festival of Education speech highlights the importance of teaching expertise 
and the ways in which the profession itself is taking a lead in developing this  

 

https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2018/06/whos-left-2018-part-one-the-main-findings/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubacc/691/691.pdf
https://www.aelp.org.uk/media/2349/draft-goodgovernancecode-25june2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/719084/Changes_to_Ofsteds_statistical_reporting_of_school_inspections_June_2018.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-apprentices-in-england-are-assessed
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/719179/Understanding_your_data_a_guide_for_school_governors_and_academy_trustees.pdf
https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/language_trends_2018.pdf
https://www.adoptionuk.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=e460b99a-4ebb-4348-bd23-64a50d747901
http://www.edge.co.uk/sites/default/files/documents/vocational_philosophy_final.pdf
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/supporting/programmes/professional-standards/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/amanda-spielman-at-the-pre-school-learning-alliance-annual-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/amanda-spielman-at-the-bryanston-education-summit
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/delivering-value-for-money-in-the-age-of-the-student
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/damian-hinds-speech-at-national-governance-association-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/artificial-intelligence-from-alan-turing-to-the-industrial-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/international-textbook-summit
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/matt-hancock-speaking-at-the-nspcc-how-safe-are-our-children-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/amanda-spielmans-speech-at-the-wellington-festival-of-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/nick-gibb-teachers-are-taking-control-of-their-profession
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Quotes of the month 

• “It has to be pulling together the social mobility action plan” – former Education Secretary Justine 
Greening tells the TES what she believes was her proudest achievement as Education Secretary 

• “The people who get screwed by this are those in the middling jobs” – Chair of the Lords report on 
post-18 provision, Lord Forsyth highlights some of the losers from the current HE funding system 

• “For some it’s like Love Island, parties all the time, but for many of us there’s a sense of never quite 
getting invited” – The Times investigates some of the pressures of uni life today 

• “These exciting new qualifications will not be quickly forgotten. They are here to stay” – the Skills 
Minister issues a rallying cry for T Levels 

•  “We have created a sector of Sam and Samantha Allardyces” – Bedford College Chief Exec Ian 
Pryce highlights the pressures leading to a rise of ‘safety first’ college principals  

•  “I think that for a head teacher or a Chief Executive to be paid more than the Prime Minister, this 
should only be in exceptional circumstances for exceptional leadership” – the Education Secretary 
offers his thoughts about excessive pay awards at the top of schools 

• “Data from the Publishers Association suggests that textbooks only need to save teachers 5 minutes a 
day to be good value for money” – School Standards Minister Nick Gibb makes the case for high-
quality texbooks 

• “I firmly believe that very young children don’t need to have access to social media at all. After all, they 
are children” – the Digi Secretary calls for restrictions on mobile phone use by the very young 

• “Despite being goaded occasionally by cartoons that portray me variously as a middle aged Hermione 
Grainger and as a jousting knight, I have stuck to my view that battle language is generally unhelpful” 
– Ofsted Chief inspector Amanda Spielman on jaw - jaw rather than war – war  

 

Word or phrase of the month 

• ‘Plastic.’ Emerged as word of the year (ahead of unicorns, slime, Fortnite, Trump and Ronaldo) from 
stories submitted by 13 year olds to this year’s Radio 2 Breakfast Show’s writing competition  
 

Steve Besley 

Head of Policy @SteveBesley 

https://www.twitter.com/stevebesley

