
 

 

 

 

Policy Watch  

Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

 

As students and MPs returned for the new term, most of the talk remained about this summer’s grading of general 
and vocational qualifications. Gavin Williamson was quizzed by MPs on what had happened, how much he knew 
and his relationship with Ofqual. Boris Johnson faced similar questioning as Sir Keir Starmer opened Prime 
Minister’s Questions with this issue. And prior to that, Ofqual had been grilled by the Education Select Committee on 
their role in the summer’s happenings. Exchanges have shown the difficulty of the task, once exams were cancelled 
but there are clear lessons to be learned from what has happened. These need to be addressed ahead of next 
summer, in case the worst happens again. The Select Committee were very clear on this point. Aside from this, 
elements of the government’s plans to support young people in to work were launched, via the new Kickstart 
scheme and apprenticeship incentives. These form part of a bigger plan for skills and employment and it will be 
interesting to see the take up of these elements, and what this might mean for policy further down the road. 
 

 

Top stories 

The Education Select Committee questioned Ofqual over the what happened with qualification grading this 

summer. Topics covered were wide ranging and included the fairness of the algorithm used, what happened 

with the appeals announcement, the relationship between the DfE and Ofqual, and what the future holds. 

• Ofqual told MPs that a lesson learned was that “if you can’t replicate normal grades, don’t pretend you can”. 

• The Committee were critical of the Regulator’s external communications during the period. 

• Dame Glenys Stacey, interim head of Ofqual, believed that the pandemic had shown the importance of an 

independent regulator. 

• Session transcript & Ofqual written statement to Committee 

Ofsted will visit 1,200 schools across England during the autumn term with the aim of telling parents, 

government and the public about how schools are managing the return to full education of their pupils 

• Visits will be based around discussions with the school and college leaders. They are not inspections and 

will not result in a grade. However, after a visit, the inspector will write a short letter, which will be published 

on the Ofsted reports website. 

• Stakeholder reaction: NEU; NAHT; ASCL 

The Government has launched its £2bn Kickstart scheme, which aims to help young people into work. 

• Youngsters on Universal Credit aged between 16-24 will be offered six-month work placements – with 

wages paid by the government. 

• The FSB has expressed disappointment that the scheme is more aligned to big rather than small firms. 

 

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/a3d523ca-09fc-49a5-84e3-d50c3a3bcbe3
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/publications/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/written-statement-from-chair-of-ofqual-to-the-education-select-committee
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__protect-2Deu.mimecast.com_s_axPmCoVJQHQyGowUJYw-2Dz-3Fdomain-3Demail.comms.dehavilland.co.uk&d=DwMFaQ&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=q7qWwFGOrUH8qc4GnWEnq_jPQs9hGU9nLzk14IY_r4E&m=0_uzEonBpAQzGPHB7McwbJHg40KuNtNl-EtuCwBDQSg&s=-MJ72W3M02qA-YNDOpTKpDRT-ptLpUug2BRYH_al9ZI&e=
https://neu.org.uk/press-releases/ofsted-visits
https://www.naht.org.uk/news-and-opinion/press-room/ofsteds-autumn-inspections-are-a-misjudgement-says-naht/
https://www.ascl.org.uk/News/Our-news-and-press-releases/ASCL-comment-on-Ofsted-autumn-visits
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-kickstart-scheme-opens
https://www.fsb.org.uk/resources-page/small-firms-disappointed-by-kickstart-announcement.html
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Pearson news  

New CEO announced Andy Bird, formerly Chairman of Walt Disney International and current Non-Executive 

Director at Pearson, has been announced as the new Chief Executive of Pearson. He will succeed John Fallon in 

October. Mr Fallon will remain as an advisor until the end of the year. Click here  

 

Pearson tweet of the week  

 

 

Other news 

Parliamentary 

• Written Statement: Gavin Williamson Education Update (1 September) 

• Urgent question: Work & Pensions Secretary on the implementation of the Kickstart scheme  

• House of Commons - statement & debate on “Schools and Colleges: Qualification Results and Full 

Opening” 

• House of Lords – statement & debate on “Schools and Colleges: Qualification Results and Full Opening” 

• Daisy Cooper named as Liberal Democrat education spokesperson – highlights priorities 

 

COVID-19 

• Public Health England & NHS Test and Trace letter to school and college leaders upon autumn term return 

• Guidance for schools for the autumn term (COVID-19) (England) 

• Guidance for colleges for the autumn term (COVID-19) (England) 

https://www.pearson.com/news-and-research/announcements/2020/08/pearson-appoints-andy-bird--cbe-as-chief-executive.html
https://www.pearson.com/news-and-research/announcements/2020/08/pearson-appoints-andy-bird--cbe-as-chief-executive.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2020-09-01/HCWS428
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2020-09-01/HCWS428
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2020-09-03/debates/143D5068-33DB-486D-AC58-2A0C43BC151F/Kick-StartScheme
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-09-01/debates/8CA678F8-D06B-4B21-B66B-8E3D4A448311/SchoolsAndCollegesQualificationResultsAndFullOpening
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-09-01/debates/8CA678F8-D06B-4B21-B66B-8E3D4A448311/SchoolsAndCollegesQualificationResultsAndFullOpening
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-09-02/debates/C46F7071-C6BB-45AC-8F52-1CC6ADB16CDF/SchoolsAndCollegesQualificationResultsAndFullOpening
https://twitter.com/libdemdaisy/status/1300795830815911937?s=20
https://twitter.com/libdemdaisy/status/1300795830815911937?s=20
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-phe-and-nhs-test-and-trace-to-school-and-college-leaders
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision
https://aws.amazon.com/blogs/publicsector/pearson-delivers-anywhere-anytime-learning-opportunities-for-students-around-the-world-with-the-cloud/?sc_channel=sm&sc_campaign=Public_Sector,Public_Sector_Blog&sc_publisher=TWITTER&sc_country=Global&sc_geo=GLOBAL&sc_outcome=awareness&trk=Public_Sector_Blog_TWITTER&sc_category=Alexa+for+Business&linkId=98349852
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Civil Service 

• Susan Acland-Hood named interim Permanent Secretary at DfE, replacing Jonathan Slater 

 

Schools 

• Early years support package for language skills 

• Schools teaching reformed Early Years Foundation Stage – new guidance 

 

Further Education 

• Employers encouraged to apply for additional apprenticeship funding 

• IFATE: Employer survey shows covid-19 impact on apprenticeships 

• Make UK calls on government to “save apprenticeships & essential skills” 

 

Higher Education 

• Office for Students: Students feedback on learning during lockdown – ‘digital poverty’ worry 

 

SEND 

• Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Children and Families’ open letter to children & young people 

with SEND 

• Nuffield Foundation survey shows 20,000 pupils with SEND unlikely to return to class in September  

 

Scotland 

• Scottish Government published educational outcomes for looked after children 

 

Wales 

• Independent review of awarding grades for the 2020 summer exam series, and considerations for 2021 

 

Research and analysis 

• House of Commons Library: A level results in England and the impact on university admissions (20/21) 

• House of Commons Library: Coronavirus – Easing lockdown restrictions in FE and HE in England 

• House of Commons Library: Coronavirus – Financial impact on higher education 

• EPI: Annual report on the state of education 

• IFS: September return to school offers a chance to level the playing field 

• Centre for Progressive Policy: Why further and higher education aren’t a zero-sum-game 

• CEBR: Reopening of schools & impact on GDP 

• FETL: FE and the challenge of a ‘return to normal’ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/susan-acland-hood-made-acting-permanent-secretary-at-the-department-for-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/early-years-support-package-to-help-close-covid-language-gap
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/employers-encouraged-to-sign-up-for-apprentice-cash-boost
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/about/news-events/employer-survey-provides-snapshot-of-covid-19-impact-on-apprenticeships/
https://www.makeuk.org/news-and-events/news/industry-and-unions-call-for-emergency-measures
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/digital-poverty-risks-leaving-students-behind/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/digital-poverty-risks-leaving-students-behind/
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/news-opinion/news/vicky-ford-parliamentary-under-secretary-state-children-and-families-writes-open-letter-children-and
https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/news-opinion/news/vicky-ford-parliamentary-under-secretary-state-children-and-families-writes-open-letter-children-and
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/news/20000-pupils-with-special-educational-needs-are-unlikely-to-return-to-school-in-september
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/news/20000-pupils-with-special-educational-needs-are-unlikely-to-return-to-school-in-september
https://www.gov.scot/news/education-outcomes-for-looked-after-children-2018-19/
https://gov.wales/written-statement-independent-review-arrangements-awarding-grades-2020-summer-exam-series-and
https://gov.wales/written-statement-independent-review-arrangements-awarding-grades-2020-summer-exam-series-and
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8989/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8989/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8932/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8954/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/education-in-england-annual-report-2020/
https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/14980
https://www.progressive-policy.net/publications/why-further-and-higher-education-arent-a-zero-sum-game
https://www.progressive-policy.net/publications/why-further-and-higher-education-arent-a-zero-sum-game
https://cebr.com/reports/gdp-could-stand-70-billion-higher-when-the-schools-reopen-but-part-of-the-swing-will-be-exaggerated-by-measurement-issues/
https://cebr.com/reports/gdp-could-stand-70-billion-higher-when-the-schools-reopen-but-part-of-the-swing-will-be-exaggerated-by-measurement-issues/
https://fetl.org.uk/inspiration-thinking/blogs-think-pieces/fe-and-the-challenge-of-a-return-to-normal/
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Consultation watch 

New consultations  

• IFATE: The future of Funding for apprenticeships. Closes 6th October 

Consultations closing 

• CCEA: Proposed Changes to GCSE and GCE Qualifications for Summer 2021 Closes 5pm 7 September 

 

What’s happening in Parliament next week 

House of Commons:  

• Monday 7th September (2.30pm) Education questions  

• Wednesday 9th September Opposition Day debate: The personal role and involvement of the Prime Minister 

and Secretary of State for Education in this summer’s exams fiasco 

House of Lords  

• Tuesday 8th September Oral question: Lord Farmer to ask Her Majesty's Government what action they 

have taken, if any, in response to the finding in the UCAS End of Cycle Report 2019, published on 30 

January, that white ethnic group students from state schools had the lowest entry rate to higher education. 

 

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/about/news-events/help-shape-the-future-of-funding-for-apprenticeships/
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/about/news-events/help-shape-the-future-of-funding-for-apprenticeships/
https://ccea.org.uk/news/2020/august/ccea-launches-consultation-proposed-changes-gcse-and-gce-qualifications-summer
https://ccea.org.uk/news/2020/august/ccea-launches-consultation-proposed-changes-gcse-and-gce-qualifications-summer
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmfutoral/futoral.htm
https://lordsbusiness.parliament.uk/ItemOfBusiness?itemOfBusinessId=81765&sectionId=38&businessPaperDate=2020-09-08
https://lordsbusiness.parliament.uk/ItemOfBusiness?itemOfBusinessId=81765&sectionId=38&businessPaperDate=2020-09-08
https://lordsbusiness.parliament.uk/ItemOfBusiness?itemOfBusinessId=81765&sectionId=38&businessPaperDate=2020-09-08

