
 

 

 

 

Policy Watch  

Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

The big news this week has been Ofqual’s publication of the contingency plans for 2022 exams. Following 

consultation, the regulator has outlined a number of its decisions which includes the potential for three assessment 

periods for centres should Teacher Assessed Grades be required again. For the most part processes will match 

those of 2021. 

 

Funding to support post-16 provision, in anticipation of increased demand, has been announced by the Department 

for Education. Successful schools and colleges, named this week, will share the £83m fund. It also shared details 

of its summer 2022 teacher internship programme for potential teachers in mathematics, physics, and computing. 

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities launched a pilot fund for local authorities to tackle 

issues including youth unemployment. And it was announced that OfS chief, Nicola Dandridge, will step down from 

her position in April 2022. 

 

Top stories 

Ofqual publishes contingency plans for 2022 exams 

• Following a consultation, Ofqual has confirmed the contingency arrangements for GCSE, AS and A Levels 

in summer 2022, if exams are unable to go ahead again due to the pandemic. 

• Feedback from the sector said that communication on plans needed to be clearer, exam board should play a 

greater role and charge less, and the process should follow the same as in 2021. 

• Ofqual’s decisions include giving extra help to students in the form of advance information, reduced content, 

and additional information during the assessment, such as formulae. 

• The regulator also recommends that centres should plan three assessment opportunities throughout the 

academic year from now, in case it becomes necessary to use the TAG process again in 2022. 

 

Skills Minister Alex Burghart confirms an £83m investment in expanding facilities for schools and colleges 

• The Post-16 Capacity Fund will be used to build new classrooms, labs and teaching facilities, providing 

more places for 16-19 year olds. 

• Demand is expected to increase for post-16 places, and the new investment will increase access to a range 

of options, including A Levels, T Levels, apprenticeships and traineeships. 

• Thirty-nine providers have been awarded a share of the Fund across England,  

 

EDSK publishes report calling for SATs to be scrapped 

• The think tank published a new report describing the primary school tests as ‘unfair and inaccurate’. 

• Instead, they suggest the one-off high-stakes exams to be replacement with more regular online 

assessments of pupils’ abilities. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/contingency-plans-confirmed-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=b29eb7b8-0c06-4e40-80c4-d9cd1bc03051&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-teaching-facilities-as-more-people-enter-post-16-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/post-16-capacity-fund-2021-to-2022-successful-applications/post-16-capacity-fund-2021-to-2022-successful-applications
https://www.edsk.org/publications/making-progress/
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• They argue this would promote high standards across all year groups, be more proportionate, refocus efforts 

toward high-quality teaching and learning, deliver more accurate performance information, and reduce the 

assessment burden on teachers and schools. 

 

Pearson news 

The Conservative MP for Rother Valley, Alexander Stafford, visited 

our Hellaby (South Yorkshire) office. Upon seeing our newly created 

Centre of Excellence for Qualification Processing, Mr Stafford was 

impressed with how “slick” the operation is and at seeing “so many 

happy people at work".  

 

Pearson tweet of the week  

 

 
Other news  
 

Parliamentary 

• Attendance in education and early years settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic  

• Debate: School-based Counselling Services (Part 1) 

• Debate: School-based Counselling Services (Part 2) 

• WMS: Post-16 Education: Capital Funding 

• Legislation: Professional Qualifications Bill - report stage (Part 1) 

• Legislation: Professional Qualifications Bill - report stage (Part 2) 

• School Information (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 

• Legislation: Education (Assemblies) Bill - third reading 

 

Regulatory and funding bodies 

• Ofqual: Contingency plans confirmed for GCSEs, AS and A levels  

• Ofqual: GCSEs, AS and A levels qualifications in 2022 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukglobalonlinelearning.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ailuldd-tuddthltky-u%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDaniel.Pedley%40pearson.com%7C5dc7b2e7a5c24e79589208d9a5deb243%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637723198795093066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=x5NxJMdGy%2FD1znYHnLhugc6HRW6ZrRvaDdVXUfqHqk8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fukglobalonlinelearning.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fd-l-ailuldd-tuddthltky-u%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDaniel.Pedley%40pearson.com%7C5dc7b2e7a5c24e79589208d9a5deb243%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637723198795093066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=x5NxJMdGy%2FD1znYHnLhugc6HRW6ZrRvaDdVXUfqHqk8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-09/debates/829A71F8-C2BF-4333-A5AC-066C9DBDF98A/School-BasedCounsellingServices
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-09/debates/8930AFD7-DA3B-41A0-881C-3EA7A73CD72C/School-BasedCounsellingServices
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-09/debates/21110977000013/Post-16EducationCapitalFunding
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-11-09/debates/4EF1B4D1-F76F-4DB7-A777-DAA37C6930B6/ProfessionalQualificationsBill(HL)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-11-09/debates/94706694-81D3-43EF-AE5E-EAFCCACA7547/ProfessionalQualificationsBill(HL)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-11-09/debates/55FC0DAA-C0A7-4B47-90E2-47C16ECFDCC8/SchoolAdmissionsCode2021
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-11-10/debates/DAF1B888-012D-41E7-8180-142E130FA57F/Education(Assemblies)Bill(HL)
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/contingency-plans-confirmed-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=b29eb7b8-0c06-4e40-80c4-d9cd1bc03051&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-as-and-a-level-qualifications-in-2022
https://btecworks.com/?utm_source=orgsocial&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=GBVOGP0921OPTNS
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• Ofqual: Guidance on contingency arrangements for GCSEs, AS and A levels in summer 2022 

• Ofqual: GCSE subject-level conditions for 2022 

• Ofqual: GCE subject-level conditions for 2022 

• OfS: Nicola Dandridge to stand down in April 2022 

• OfS: Office for Students releases latest analysis on senior staff pay  

• ESFA Update: 10 November 2021  

• QAA: Policy and practice update for college higher education 

• QAA: welcomes new chairs and deputy chairs for Subject Benchmark Statement reviews 

 

Schools 

• DfE: Summer 2022 Teaching Internship Programme 

• EDSK: Making Progress: The future of assessment and accountability in primary schools 

• NAHT: comments on publication of contingency plans for exams in 2022 

• NAHT: comments on new report from EDSK on primary assessment 

 

Further Education & Skills 

• DLUHC: £5m pilot fund to tackle local issues, including youth unemployment  

 

Higher Education 

• OfS: Office for Students releases latest analysis on senior staff pay  

• ONS: Coronavirus and higher education students: 22 October to 1 November 2021 

• OfS: significant increase in universities signing up to the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 

(IHRA) working definition of antisemitism  

 

Scotland 

• Scottish Government: Teaching Qualification (Further Education) (Scotland) Determination 2021 

 

Northern Ireland 

• Department of Education: Education Minister launches consultation on deferral of school starting age  

 

Consultation Watch 

 

New consultations 

• NI: Consultation on Deferring School Starting Age Closes 04 January 2022 

 

Ongoing consultations 

• Reforming how local authority school improvement functions are funded Closes: 26 November 2021 

• Education reform consultation on behalf of Professor Ken Muir, University of the West of Scotland and 

Independent Advisor to the Scottish Government Closes: 26 November 2021 

• QAA: Consultation on 13 Subject Benchmark Statements Closes: 09 December 2021 

• Ofqual: Consultation on designing and developing accessible assessments Closes: 24 January 2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-contingency-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-summer-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-subject-level-conditions-for-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gce-subject-level-conditions-for-2022
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/nicola-dandridge-to-leave-ofs-in-april-2022/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/office-for-students-releases-latest-analysis-on-senior-staff-pay/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-10-november-2021
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/policy-and-practice-update-for-college-higher-education
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/qaa-welcomes-new-chairs-and-deputy-chairs-for-subject-benchmark-statement-reviews
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-internship-programme-summer-2022
https://www.edsk.org/publications/making-progress/
https://naht.org.uk/News/Latest-comments/Press-room/ArtMID/558/ArticleID/1362/NAHT-comments-on-publication-of-contingency-plans-for-exams-in-2022?_ga=2.153537016.136459669.1636722453-998245611.1610447144&_gl=1*19or7aa*_ga*OTk4MjQ1NjExLjE2MTA0NDcxNDQ.*_ga_N9LLDHSYC3*MTYzNjcyMjQ1Mi42Ni4wLjE2MzY3MjI0NTIuMA..
https://naht.org.uk/News/Latest-comments/Press-room/ArtMID/558/ArticleID/1362/NAHT-comments-on-publication-of-contingency-plans-for-exams-in-2022?_ga=2.153537016.136459669.1636722453-998245611.1610447144&_gl=1*19or7aa*_ga*OTk4MjQ1NjExLjE2MTA0NDcxNDQ.*_ga_N9LLDHSYC3*MTYzNjcyMjQ1Mi42Ni4wLjE2MzY3MjI0NTIuMA..
https://naht.org.uk/News/Latest-comments/Press-room/ArtMID/558/ArticleID/1361/NAHT-comments-on-new-report-from-EDSK-on-primary-assessment?_ga=2.208012370.136459669.1636722453-998245611.1610447144&_gl=1*8kft2r*_ga*OTk4MjQ1NjExLjE2MTA0NDcxNDQ.*_ga_N9LLDHSYC3*MTYzNjcyMjQ1Mi42Ni4xLjE2MzY3MjI0ODAuMA..
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/councils-to-pilot-innovative-ways-of-working-with-5-million-funding-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-teaching-facilities-as-more-people-enter-post-16-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-teaching-facilities-as-more-people-enter-post-16-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-teaching-facilities-as-more-people-enter-post-16-education
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/office-for-students-releases-latest-analysis-on-senior-staff-pay/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandhighereducationstudents/22octoberto1november2021
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/ofs-reports-significant-increase-in-universities-signing-up-to-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/ofs-reports-significant-increase-in-universities-signing-up-to-ihra-definition-of-antisemitism/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-statutory-guidance-assessment-wellbeing/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-statutory-guidance-assessment-wellbeing/
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/news/education-minister-launches-consultation-deferral-school-starting-age
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-deferring-school-starting-age
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reforming-how-local-authority-school-improvement-functions-are-funded
https://consult.gov.scot/learning-directorate/independent-education-reform-review/consult_view/
https://consult.gov.scot/learning-directorate/independent-education-reform-review/consult_view/
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/consultation-on-13-subject-benchmark-statements
file:///C:/Users/tom.hunter/Documents/Client%20Research/Pearson/Weekly%20Roundups/Consultation%20on%20designing%20and%20developing%20accessible%20assessments
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• Scotland: Assessment of wellbeing - draft statutory guidance: consultation Closes: 04 February 2022 

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-statutory-guidance-assessment-wellbeing/
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What’s happening in Parliament next week 
 

Monday 15 November 

House of Commons 

• Legislation: Skills and Post-16 Education Bill – second reading 

House of Lords 

• Oral questions: Publication of the government white paper on levelling up (Lord Young of Cookham, Con) 

 

Tuesday 16 November 

House of Lords 

• Oral questions: Investigation into the circumstances of the resignation of Professor Kathleen Stock from her 

post at the University of Sussex (Lord Hunt of Kings Heath, Lab) 

Committees 

• Education Committee (Oral evidence): Children’s Homes 

 

Wednesday 17 November  

Hours of Lords 

• Legislation: Professional Qualifications Bill – third reading 

• Legislation: Advanced Research and Invention Agency Bill – committee stage (day 1) 

 

Thursday 18 November 

House of Commons 

• Adjournment Debate: British Council and opportunities for Global Britain (John Baron, Con, Basildon and 

Billericay) 

House of Lords 

• Debate: Government’s policy on Initial Teacher Training, including the recruitment of new teachers, and the 

role of universities and other bodies, in ensuring the supply and education of new teachers (Baroness 

Donaghy, Lab) 


