
 

 

 

 

Policy Watch  

Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

As the new COVID variant, omicron, dominates the news, education was once again central to debate around 

mask wearing. The government recommended that face coverings be worn in communal areas by staff and pupils 

in secondary schools, Further Education premises and Higher Education settings. Unions welcomed the move but 

also called for more support for the education sector in relation to the ongoing pandemic. 

 

The Institute for Fiscal Studies’ annual report on education spending in England has set out how recent increased 

funding from the Treasury will reverse the cuts of the last decade but that this will equate to 15 years without overall 

growth. The negative impact on disadvantaged students was highlighted, as was the lower rate of college spending 

per pupil. 

 

Research by the Office for Students has shown most HE courses in England are high quality, but that employers 

often struggle to find the graduates they want. The OfS annual report also sets out their priorities for 2022, with 

quality still top of the list. 

 

In Parliament, the Skills and Post-16 Education Bill is at Committee Stage. MPs have been debating LSIPs and 

the government’s plans for T Levels, BTECs and Applied General Qualifications. With its majority the government 

was able to overturn amendments made by Peers. And finally, as part of a wider reshuffle, the Labour party 

announced Bridget Phillipson as the new Shadow Education Secretary, replacing Kate Green. 

 

Top stories 

Institute for Fiscal Studies launches annual report on education spending in England in 2021 

• Education spending is the second-largest element of public service spending in the UK behind health, 

representing about £99 billion in 2020–21 in today’s prices or about 4.5% of national income.  

• The report argues that to make efficient and equitable policy choices, it is crucial to have a clear, consistent 

picture of the level of spending at each phase of education, how this has changed over time, how it is likely 

to evolve going forwards and what factors have driven these changes.  

• Luke Sibieta, IFS Research Fellow and an author of the report, said: “The cuts to education spending over 

the past decade are effectively without precedent in post-war history. Extra funding in the Spending Review 

will reverse cuts to school spending per pupil, but will mean 15 years without any overall growth, and college 

spending per student will still be lower than in 2024. Recent funding changes have also worked against 

schools serving disadvantaged communities.” 

 

 

 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fifs.org.uk%2Fpublications%2F15859&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel.pedley%40pearson.com%7C4131c2be95e945ade9f908d9b3e7cb39%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637738630987881287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=MJehaCdkWLUod%2FyDaWNcVhlZRHDupvXO37XNLvH%2FuXo%3D&reserved=0
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Skills Bill heads into committee stage in the Commons 

• As expected, the Government reversed some amendments made in the Lords – including, provisions that 

would have meant local authorities, FE providers and universities must be involved in the development of 

Local Skills Improvement Plans (LSIPs) 

• Other reversed amenments would have placed a four-year brake on the defunding of L3 qualifications, and 

Lord Baker’s ‘super-Baker clause’ would have provided an enforaceble entitlement for school pupils to 

access information from a range of FE and training providers at least three times. 

• Skills Minister Alex Burghart did commit to statutory guidance to tell Employer Representative Bodies 

(ERBs) who they should engage with when developing LSIPs. 

 

Office for Students publishes 2021 annual review 

• It makes clear that most HE courses in England are high quality, with the majority of universities and 

colleges expected to comfortably meet the OfS’s requirements in this area. 

• Their research also found that almost a third of employers are only sometimes able to recruit the quality of 

graduates they want. 

• On equality of opportunity, the regulator says that, despite progress, stubborn gaps in terms of both access 

and success mean that talented people still miss out on the life-changing opportunities higher education can 

bring. 

 

 

Pearson news 

Pearson National Teaching Awards Spanning right 

across the UK, we were delighted to bring together 

inspirational educators at this year’s Pearson National 

Teaching Awards. To see the full list of Gold Winners click 

here.  

 

 

 

Pearson tweet of the week  

 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.officeforstudents.org.uk%2Fannual-review-2021%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cdaniel.pedley%40pearson.com%7Cd5014ded2b624f71410f08d9b4ac50d6%7C8cc434d797d047d3b5c514fe0e33e34b%7C0%7C0%7C637739475483856656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CieIkEFZFNDVXkGzSQT5b7Xjnf9ax5SYq6i6CnTn5Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://t.co/zbZzXjOQzj
https://t.co/zbZzXjOQzj
https://t.co/zbZzXjOQzj
https://twitter.com/Pearson_UK/status/1465621632173625345?s=20
https://t.co/zbZzXjOQzj
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Other news  
 

Parliamentary 

• Labour Party Shadow Cabinet reshuffle – Budget Phillipson promoted to Shadow Education Secretary 

• WMS: Initial Teacher Training  

• WMS: Business Update (Horizon Europe) 

• Debate: Skills and Post-16 Education Bill – committee stage (First sitting) (Commons) 

• Debate: Skills and Post-16 Education Bill – committee stage (Second sitting) (Commons) 

• Debate: Skills and Post-16 Education Bill – committee stage (Third sitting) (Commons) 

• Debate: Skills and Post-16 Education Bill – committee stage (Fourth sitting) (Commons) 

• Westminster Hall: Natural History GCSE (Caroline Ansell, Con, Eastbourne) 

• Debate: School Teachers’ Pay and Conditions (England) Order 2021 – motion to regret (Lords) 

 

Regulatory and funding bodies 

• Ofqual: Guidance for centres: awarding VTQs in 2021 and 2022  

• Ofqual: Submitting technical qualifications data (Updates)  

• ESFA Update: 1 December 2021 

• ESFA: Coronavirus (COVID-19) 2021 qualifications fund for schools and colleges 

• ESFA: National Apprenticeship Awards 2021 national winners unveiled  

• Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) annual report and accounts 2020 to 2021 

• OfS annual review emphasises importance of quality provision  

• Office for Students: Review of TRAC 2021 

• QAA partners with British Council and Vietnamese Ministry of Education and Training for seminar 

• QAA: Questions for reflection on creating inclusive subject learning communities 

• New QAA toolkit support enhanced student engagement practice  

 

Schools 

• IFS: Education spending changes put a major brake on levelling up 

• Education Policy Institute: The educational outcomes of refugee and asylum-seeking children in England  

• Open consultation: Teachers’ pension scheme: proposed changes to scheme regulations  

• Attendance in education and early years settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 

• DfE: Plans to develop world class teachers through high-quality training and support  

• DfE: Initial teacher training (ITT) market review (Government response to consultation) 

• DfE: Actions for schools during the coronavirus outbreak (Omicron update)  

• DfE: School buildings: construction framework 2021   

 

Further Education & Skills 

• DfE: Actions for FE colleges and providers during the coronavirus pandemic (Omicron update)  

• DfE: National Leaders of Further Education: guidance for potential applicants  

• Jisc: Pandemic has fundamentally changed role of teachers, new surveys show 

 

Higher Education 

• OfS responds to industrial action 

https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/shadow-home-secretary-nick-thomas-symonds-ousted-in-reshuffle
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-01/debates/21120151000006/InitialTeacherTraining
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-11-29/hcws431
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-30/debates/46bdc0eb-2633-4fb7-bf95-cd2d0c1eb2b0/SkillsAndPost-16EducationBill(Lords)(FirstSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-11-30/debates/2f925f49-dfcd-4a1d-994f-cab9a7329470/SkillsAndPost-16EducationBill(Lords)(SecondSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-02/debates/8f3ec0c6-c638-4867-ba73-8ea9d77e9927/SkillsAndPost-16EducationBill(Lords)(ThirdSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-02/debates/25ea01c5-6b32-4fd4-9437-f98eb26f1659/SkillsAndPost-16EducationBill(Lords)(FourthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-12-01/debates/ABE791E7-2229-4CED-8567-5D9D5B271EF2/NaturalHistoryGCSE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2021-12-01/debates/19DA7794-B465-420B-BCC9-D464FA049F3C/SchoolTeachers%E2%80%99PayAndConditions(England)Order2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/guidance-for-centres-awarding-vtqs-in-2021-and-2022?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=949b48d1-733f-476c-bd06-b3f7b462c6d2&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/submitting-technical-qualifications-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-1-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfe-exam-support-service-claiming-costs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-apprenticeship-awards-2021-national-winners-unveiled
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-and-skills-funding-agency-esfa-annual-report-and-accounts-2020-to-2021
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/ofs-annual-review-emphasises-importance-of-quality-provision/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/review-of-trac-2021/
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/qaa-partners-with-british-council-and-vietnamese-ministry-of-education-and-training-for-seminar
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/questions-for-reflection-on-creating-inclusive-subject-learning-communities
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/new-qaa-toolkit-supports-enhanced-student-engagement-practice
https://ifs.org.uk/publications/15859
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/the-educational-outcomes-of-refugee-and-asylum-seeking-children-in-england/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/teachers-pension-scheme-proposed-changes-to-scheme-regulations?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=7cae2877-59dd-4eef-8d33-151272c8e8a0&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plans-to-develop-world-class-teachers-through-high-quality-training-and-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/initial-teacher-training-itt-market-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-buildings-construction-framework-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-leaders-of-further-education-guidance-for-potential-applicants
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/news/pandemic-has-fundamentally-changed-role-of-teachers-new-surveys-show-29-nov-2021
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/news-blog-and-events/press-and-media/ofs-responds-to-industrial-action/
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• UCEA: HE institutions’ early reports are of limited support and impact  

• UCU: University strikes begin after bosses refuse to budge on pensions, pay & working conditions  

• UCU: Government reforms to teacher training will 'narrow student choice', union says 

• Universities UK: Lessons from the pandemic: making the most of technologies in teaching  

• DfE: Higher education student finance 2022 to 2023: equality analysis 

• DfE: Higher education providers: coronavirus (COVID-19) (Omicron update) 

• Education Sector Advisory Group 13 September 2021  

• Higher Education Policy Institute: Who owns online lecture recordings? 

 

 

Consultation Watch 

 

New consultations  

Teachers’ Pension Scheme: proposed changes to scheme regulations Closes: 24 January 2022 

 

Ongoing consultations 

• NI: Consultation on Deferring School Starting Age Closes 04 January 2022 

• Education Committee: The future of post-16 qualifications Closes: 20 January 2022 

• Ofqual: Consultation on designing and developing accessible assessments Closes: 24 January 2022 

• Ofsted’s role in the Online Education Accreditation Scheme Closes: 26 January 2022 

• Technical consultation on regulating Digital Functional Skills qualifications Closes: 27 January 2022 

• Scotland: Assessment of wellbeing - draft statutory guidance: consultation Closes: 04 February 2022 

 

Closing consultations  

• QAA: Consultation on 13 Subject Benchmark Statements Closes: 09 December 2021 

 

What’s happening in Parliament next week 
 

Monday 6 December 

House of Commons 

• Education Oral Questions 

Commons Committees 

• Public Accounts Committee – DWP Employment Support 2: Kickstart scheme 

 

Tuesday 7 December 

Commons Committees 

• Education Committee – The Government’s catch-up programme 

Public Bill Committee (Commons) 

• Skills and Post-16 Education Bill (Fifth sitting) 

• Skills and Post-16 Education Bill (Sixth sitting) 

 

https://www.ucea.ac.uk/news-releases/he-institutions%E2%80%99-early-reports-are-of-limited-support-and-impact/
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/11915/University-strikes-begin-after-bosses-refuse-to-budge-on-pensions-pay--working-conditions
file:///C:/Users/UPEDLDA/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/VRYAASCG/Government%20reforms%20to%20teacher%20training%20will%20'narrow%20student%20choice',%20union%20says
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/what-we-do/policy-and-research/publications/lessons-pandemic-making-most
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-student-finance-2022-to-2023-equality-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-and-campuses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-sector-advisory-group-minutes/education-sector-advisory-group-13-september-2021
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Who-owns-online-lecture-recordings.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-employment-division/teachers-pension-scheme-prospective-remedy-consult/
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-deferring-school-starting-age
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1637/the-future-of-post16-qualifications/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1637/the-future-of-post16-qualifications/
file:///C:/Users/tom.hunter/Documents/Client%20Research/Pearson/Weekly%20Roundups/Consultation%20on%20designing%20and%20developing%20accessible%20assessments
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-ofsteds-role-in-the-online-education-accreditation-scheme/consultation-on-ofsteds-role-in-the-online-education-accreditation-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/technical-consultation-on-regulating-digital-functional-skills-qualifications
https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-statutory-guidance-assessment-wellbeing/
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/news-events/news/consultation-on-13-subject-benchmark-statements
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Wednesday 8 December  

Hours of Lords 

• Oral questions: Amending the Children and Families Act 2014 and the eligibility requirements for obtaining 

an Education, Health and Care plan (Lord Blunkett, Lab) 

• Legislation: Education (Assemblies) Bill – Third reading 

Commons Committees 

• Public Accounts Committee – Financial Sustainability of Schools in England 

 

Thursday 9 December  

House of Lords 

• Oral questions: Operation of the disabled student’s allowance scheme to ensure it is working in a timely 

manner and in the best interests of those it is set up to support 

 

Friday 10 December  

House of Commons 

• Adjournment: Caring for children and young people with complex needs 


