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Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

In a speech to the Confederation of School Trusts, the Education Secretary restated the Government’s ambition to 

build on the multi-academy trust system, which would see schools with a history of long-term underperformance 

being brought into existing trusts, and a new “try the academy experience before they buy” process. 

 

Ofqual has confirmed details on submitting grades and evidence for this year’s GCSEs, AS and A Level grades. 

The guidance outlines the timetable which includes schools and colleges submitting their students’ grades from 26 

May until 18 June. Simon Lebus said “we are very conscious of teacher workload. The sample is relatively small 

and should not take too long for exams officers to submit.” 

 

A new poll by the Sutton Trust has found that over a third (34%) of headteachers are using funding they get for 

poorer pupils to plug general gaps in their school’s budget. This figure has risen from 23% in 2019. Sir Peter Lampl, 

chair of the Sutton Trust said it was “concerning” to see heads using premium funding to “plug general budget gaps”. 

 

Labour leader, Keir Starmer has pledged to back opportunities for young people to “earn and learn” as Labour claim 

new analysis shows “the Conservatives are failing to deliver on their promises to young people.” 

 

As well as including all previous editions of Policy Watch, our Policy Hub includes our latest policy blogs and 

recordings of events. 

 

Top stories 

In a speech to the Confederation of School Trusts, the Education Secretary restated the Government’s 

ambition to build on the multi-academy trust system.  

• Schools with a history of long-term underperformance being brought into existing trusts, in an attempt to end 

the “current pick-and-mix style of local authority maintained and standalone academy schools”.  

• Also introduced will be a “try the academy experience before they buy” process by which schools will be 

able to experience being part of a multi-academy trust for a defined period with no commitment. 

 

The exams regulator, Ofqual has confirmed details on submitting grades and evidence for this year’s 

GCSEs, AS and A Level grades. 

• The guidance outlines the timetable which includes schools and colleges submitting their students’ grades 

from 26 May until 18 June. Once received, every centre will be asked to provide samples of student work to 

be used to evidence the grading. 

 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/blogs.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/events.html
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzLlpowAEAzq67aPxETQMCuig4OOgR88tp4MIAggcgjoHxAv7brrjt2e8-9Fxjgz_c38O0vAA19ilIktE0vlFFOCau6hlGBsBIg6bCqxQuCsihpCBRp0lx5y6pfWRLFNKriL7nltIsq8vwfZF13_zmdJq_RC5StECdZ1Of0ZX8RgRdTMk02g3truZMt9dPemn_YD2c9MRblQNaykviaPkDfDhDRUWyfJel4OLhuiMwNiVnIwkNvz6HYeDfFZTQzjK25cNMxeIQjm-y0oz__rOt7bzkzdXadeUSEWenk8t5XJgr1trCtH5hsLKTwSvVZf992SPWWmhnDARUf_d5IOK9pbT59KU3xqjmv-UmPCm44hZ6Z3Mc1VXdWiS8rvEzwMoyvLr68a-N1p67F_TZ3dCnIAyO-j-aq-oznuHv3WgW3u7wP7NGHooXDp35ULy1TR_-eysMZwkJenG5QD6yNiwgA4PePN_APip6KuQ&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzLlpowAEAzq67aPxETQMCuig4OOgR88tp4MIAggcgjoHxAv7brrjt2e8-9Fxjgz_c38O0vAA19ilIktE0vlFFOCau6hlGBsBIg6bCqxQuCsihpCBRp0lx5y6pfWRLFNKriL7nltIsq8vwfZF13_zmdJq_RC5StECdZ1Of0ZX8RgRdTMk02g3truZMt9dPemn_YD2c9MRblQNaykviaPkDfDhDRUWyfJel4OLhuiMwNiVnIwkNvz6HYeDfFZTQzjK25cNMxeIQjm-y0oz__rOt7bzkzdXadeUSEWenk8t5XJgr1trCtH5hsLKTwSvVZf992SPWWmhnDARUf_d5IOK9pbT59KU3xqjmv-UmPCm44hZ6Z3Mc1VXdWiS8rvEzwMoyvLr68a-N1p67F_TZ3dCnIAyO-j-aq-oznuHv3WgW3u7wP7NGHooXDp35ULy1TR_-eysMZwkJenG5QD6yNiwgA4PePN_APip6KuQ&Z
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Labour leader, Keir Starmer has pledged to back opportunities for young people to “earn and learn” and 

new Labour analysis shows “the Conservatives are failing to deliver on their promises to young people.”  

• The analysis shows that overall apprenticeships figures have declined by a third since 2015 with under 25s 

declining by 40% in the past five years. Labour argue that younger people have been hit the hardest by the 

pandemic (accounting for over 80% of all job losses during the pandemic). 

• Sir Keir has called on the Government to use the underspend from the apprenticeship levy to create a wage 

subsidy which would boost opportunities.  

Annual allocations provided to maintain school buildings have been announced: £1.8bn this financial year.  

• Every school in England will be able to access a share of the funding to help keep school buildings in the 

best possible condition. Further details about the School Rebuilding Programme will be set out later in 2021. 

Projects will range from replacing or refurbishing individual buildings through to whole school rebuilds. 

• The Minister of State for School Standards, Nick Gibb issued a written statement to the House of 

Commons on the funding announcement. 

A new poll by the Sutton Trust has found that over a third (34%) of headteachers are using funding they get 

for poorer pupils to plug general gaps in their school’s budget. This figure has risen from 23% in 2019.  

• Primary schools are more likely to use pupil premium funding this way (35%) compared to 28% in secondary 

schools. The Sutton Trust’s research shows that the recent change to the reporting date for the pupil 

premium will lead to schools losing tens of millions of pounds. 

• Sir Peter Lampl, founder and chair of the Sutton Trust stated that it was “concerning” to see heads using 

premium funding to “plug general budget gaps”.  

• Labour has responded with Shadow Secretary of State Kate Green stating that the Government has 

“weakened the foundations of our school system through a decade of real-terms cuts”. 

A new report published by the UCU and NEON says reforming the admissions system to a PQA is essential 

in “creating a fairer, student-centred university admission system.”  

• The report shows how PQA could “lower excessive workloads for school, college and university staff, and 

argues that the PQA model is “inherently fairer” as it removes predicted grades from the applications 

process. The UCU and NEON agree that it is possible to introduce a PQA model with only “relatively small 

shifts to the timing of the academic year”.  

  

http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzJlppAAAB7Tjklf6ICwyI5RUA2BUXZL7xOs0oDsrQMfsB8bc45Z8y1XlWBPfjz_Q18-wvAgBeKg-txeKwbWGHUtdPQ4TXqGkC_O2q3k2iaEYUtD-o8Gwoydu2vMoMphm36JY8ET7BFy_-gnKb7z80me41eoBnXaVbCR4Vf9hdZk3qDNpk5i541kVLZWYnUs_5e29NMdNZVKcxWc6JpRsGUku7WByEXE8dZvFywdQsqHzwty35Qj0-79W48z8axnYSJr5jXNlR8ZZvoNJX0HhIWeBjUZ3_ytBaxrhsU09l3sM_jnHSiLg9cQDvTHFP9k9BPi-Ylsc3vyGR86KXiRyke7P4OTY47WotH5GM21trqHFhGIlSzLN3jzJj4edlV1aUJ8KI8qsBezHtvDaNbuQhPc2VjvvaVSE6XcXyUTGfOK5miLpLCsguuGc8ghrl1nmETF0fNTAQH_o7iqJZOGe_KcSud_PORCziZUtHQKOdrJoSDiOruvcBtStjr7bbahySi-ovZjSifVeMShhgA8PnjDfwDDm6g4Q&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzLdppAAEAnq67SPxFFBSGrgkBEECMPiWw4AwwPh8cw4Bj8gH5t1103dnvPvRfo4M_rC_jxFwBaTwsRcgNlXAOrOu3akXY1l3YN4FeuwTLja7GUFqIAcI5ocRu69leJYFbDNvuWh1s9wjad_gflOJK3-Rw9R0_QDFyGSsiq-ml_E-6G5-kc7e_nK-ZvpaYcykDSmom4Mb5qZjH0Y8qQ6XlIcY3KPVjFiq7RFNlyos1kO8YB2R0_cna2rG1zmBFfW9t-gQvZywu-ip3kPYSfw1LFbppJ1N9sdV4gD8usd4KTh_ZjbdJzeBFQFZwDUwnfmdPrSx071nAhsbwYiXt88LzY5T1r4tmXigQvU5RIbkpHNY0NJs7xGvmT2RtOeEruB6P_VNVHhMZNlmzNPVw6O0b95C6tWz43TuRkR8mmFA2RrXRrn0ueIEur-MKaC-0iv6QfsnLX4gAOAIDfP1_AP9lriEw&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzJdqJAAAA7p5ySPxERFDCnEBTZRCBDjF54QDdLaJZAdwt8wHztnOc8ca71qgrswZ-nB_D4F4AeT7wUc0PPuDoucdo2pG8xl7Y1WImBzqA-8oLCSxtQZajP6dA2rwWKIY4b-CMPFJO4Saf_QUFI97JcovvoDuqBg6iIWYnv9g_haLVMl8ga3a9-RUdN9QsrOrjWPmCzJLeGVnXHm5wcVNgq7u0YkhPKWO4QMzxKLJgLmKq7xjusyUl7P-vhL9jJ8U3H29FenHtd-U5cT6tWzuUYsGI0Nr4uLsyq83051bcyTQyotV2vthuhTq6n7LLnvaDe-R7Jc3dPqCX2oR8vdohGUoLzDuPZeK_e1hc7sQ1RqzUrY58i61B4KWdP-Y6C0jftK3WoFdS6ARH52g6TfBhcD7rzFJ1LYaMuFHONHD6Lc5zTMTpFzttkCGHkmIJdM62K1qp1_fjQfQDA7-cH8A_fvopL&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzJlppAAAB7TjlN_gQkLIJzClEWRdZBBC48bHaBFppF-IB8bc45Z8y1XlUBCfx5fwPf_gLQ1wvNxSTuJ7KJyxqiduhRTULUgB-MK18EpaZofssy4J6lfT5i1P4s0jip4zb5kvFYD3ELl_9BMQyPj80mfY1eoMFkkhbxVNYv-4uQ430DN-npmbjCMOaraEenx9w5QRg8EQuP-V61sFX1tChfU4NXPSfiObPiPEXBFOQaWe24kfAXzHyW0g2lrp2oZzT23YOPdMrwKX690swqw6cf2jObedoAvSRbp8lI2rg4oKhjKNgj3YG1p2mVRYkdkeC4Pww4U8XdVODoXK3tcv9kRn7R_NzShW2YhqKqWqU02d15VMLjr8X0NbEcsmxe505ixYKt2HJG_E3sdNrUL7JZVWGg7-7RoVBMaX-8Lihb924lspmuKM-TwqeKwweB3izblZPPsnCrS0Y9dtalE9BOsNx4f7GueLEIwpCDXZa73NhAywgIJ-tDGTc2AOD39zfwDzyXmxI&Z
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http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzLlpowAEAzq66mf6IiAZRZFUHwAaiYgMOGg5BBJAYlPP2Afm3XXXfs9p57L1iCP-9v4MdfACo6iHI85lU7vsU5TUpWVyUdJ-UNTCEy8dyigjhTJAiKL1JlDS_ZrwuJUxqz9FvmDa1jlgz_g0td3z8mE_IavcCNj1NyiducvuxvMm6KSTIhm86_zq3txdAOnq1atlDry0yMD5007HhK5euCKZjl1rq3PukzbFWVxPYjI4vD_DHArr5Pt1WHEXN9PTneMN0gJKoGbLdQKUMbloGpYuSgaRRkUw47SdhpT3-NlPMN8z48uijTJCpCZDDR5b2Li_LQl-bD85jA9u7INP1TbrQk9aHg6sRVPh072D53hBtFa0lYbvbhKjjuzFmROGfdM71w9aWHJ6S1d7U4LD3xAZfR7DRDeMTyPSeRZvEyOjvHGPayt9poAcs3_saWXZtFu7WlVI7RDFGGV6KxKMS5xIdYZtNUHUbNdb-yqxxHnY6XtCcAgN8_38A_alOUZw&Z
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Pearson news 

 

Digital Live: Evolving Education Our free #PearsonDigitalLive conference took place this 

week. Educators and industry experts reflected on a year of digital transformation and what's 

next for edtech – from practical ideas and discussions to support blended teaching and 

learning, to exploring the latest innovations. Sign up for free to access session recordings. 

Find out more   

 

 

 

As well as including all previous editions of Policy Watch, our Policy Hub includes our latest policy blogs and 

recordings of events. 

 

Pearson tweet of the week  

 

Other news  
 

Parliamentary 

• Education questions in the Commons (26 May 2021) 

• Education Committee - Accountability hearings: Schools Minister, Nick Gibb (27 April 2021) 

• Education Committee - Letter from the Minister of State for School Standards on the awarding of 

qualifications in 2021, dated 27 April 2021 

• Education Committee - Supplementary evidence from Dominic Herrington, National Schools Commissioner, 

following his appearance before the Committee on 13 April 2021, dated 23 April 2021 

• Education Committee - Supplementary evidence from the Minister of State for School Standards, following 

his appearance before the Committee on 9 March 2021, dated 19 April 2021 

• Education Committee - Supplementary evidence from Simon Lebus, Interim Chief Regulator at Ofqual, 

following his appearance before the Committee on 9 March 2021, dated 21 April 2021 

• Education Committee - Letter from the Secretary of State for Education - Update on the Department for 

Education's response to COVID-19, dated 21 April 2021 

• Petitions Committee - Education Minister responds to Petitions Committee request for more information on 

diversity in the curriculum 

• Petitions Committee - Letter from the Minister of State for School Standards 

• Public Services Committee - ‘Levelling up’ and public services (21 April 2021) 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/web/events/digital-live-2.html?utm_source=policywatch&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBEDGS0421DLIVE
https://www.pearson.com/uk/web/events/digital-live-2.html?utm_source=policywatch&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBEDGS0421DLIVE
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/blogs.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/events.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-04-26/debates/1652FA51-7375-4A8A-BCAD-6A0477F09E17/OralAnswersToQuestions
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-04-26/debates/1652FA51-7375-4A8A-BCAD-6A0477F09E17/OralAnswersToQuestions
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/2104/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5715/documents/56312/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5715/documents/56312/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5661/documents/55818/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5661/documents/55818/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5659/documents/55815/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5659/documents/55815/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5656/documents/55812/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5656/documents/55812/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5654/documents/55802/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5654/documents/55802/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/326/petitions-committee/news/154908/education-minister-responds-to-petitions-committee-request-for-more-information-on-diversity-in-the-curriculum/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/326/petitions-committee/news/154908/education-minister-responds-to-petitions-committee-request-for-more-information-on-diversity-in-the-curriculum/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/5675/documents/55882/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/2098/pdf/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/forms/sign-up-for-digital-live.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=GBEDGS0421DLIVE
https://www.pearson.com/uk/web/events/digital-live-2.html?utm_source=policywatch&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBEDGS0421DLIVE
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Regulators 

• Ofqual - Ian Bauckham CBE’s speech to the Confederation of School Trusts annual conference 

• Ofqual - Perceptions of A levels, GCSEs and other qualifications: research findings 

• Ofqual - Ofqual confirms detail on submitting grades and evidence for this year’s GCSE, AS and A levels  

• Ofsted - Ofsted publishes science research review – the first in a series of subject reviews 

• Ofsted - Amanda Spielman at the 2021 Annual Apprenticeship Conference 

 

Schools 

• Department for Education - £1.8 billion to keep schools in top condition 

• Department for Education - Drive for stronger school system to benefit all pupils 

• Department for Education - Education Secretary speech to the Confederation of School Trusts 

• Department for Education - Flagship summer schools programme opens to help students recover lost 

learning 

• Department for Education - New law to make school uniform costs affordable for all 

• Labour Party - Labour calls for children to be at heart of national recovery 

• Labour Party - Full text of Kate Green’s speech to the Confederation of School Trusts annual conference 

• Labour Party - Kate Green responds to Sutton Trust polling on school’s use of pupil premium funding 

• Labour Party - Labour’s plan for ‘catch-up’ breakfast clubs could give post-pandemic boost to millions of 

school children across England 

• Sutton Trust - over a third of heads using funding for poorer pupils to plug general gaps in their school's 

budget 

• Education Support Partnership - Significant signs of burnout amongst teachers 

 

Further Education & Skills 

• Department for Education - Apprenticeships and traineeships: April 2021 

• Department for Education - Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education: strategic guidance 21/22 

• Department for Education - Level 2 and 3 attainment by young people aged 19 in 2020 

• Covid Recovery Commission - Covid Recovery Commission sets out blueprint for a National Prosperity Plan 

to boost growth and living standards over the next decade 

• Labour Party - Labour leader pledges to back opportunities for young people to earn and learn as new data 

exposes Conservatives’ failure to deliver on promises 

• Centre for Progressive Public Policy - How to build back better? Boost basic skills 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ian-bauckham-cbes-speech-to-the-confederation-of-school-trusts-annual-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/perceptions-of-a-levels-gcses-and-other-qualifications-wave-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-confirms-detail-on-submitting-grades-and-evidence-for-this-years-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-publishes-science-research-review-the-first-in-a-series-of-subject-reviews
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/amanda-spielman-at-the-2021-annual-apprenticeship-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/18-billion-to-keep-schools-in-top-condition
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/drive-for-stronger-school-system-to-benefit-all-pupils
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-speech-to-the-confederation-of-school-trusts
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/flagship-summer-schools-programme-opens-today-to-help-students-recover-lost-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/flagship-summer-schools-programme-opens-today-to-help-students-recover-lost-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-law-to-make-school-uniform-costs-affordable-for-all
https://labour.org.uk/press/labour-calls-for-children-to-be-at-heart-of-national-recovery/
https://labour.org.uk/category/latest/press-release/kate-green/
https://labour.org.uk/press/kate-green-responds-to-sutton-trust-polling-on-schools-use-of-pupil-premium-funding/
https://labour.org.uk/press/labours-plan-for-catch-up-breakfast-clubs-could-give-post-pandemic-boost-to-millions-of-school-children-across-england/
https://labour.org.uk/press/labours-plan-for-catch-up-breakfast-clubs-could-give-post-pandemic-boost-to-millions-of-school-children-across-england/
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-research/pupil-premium-2021/
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-research/pupil-premium-2021/
https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/significant-signs-burnout-amongst-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/apprenticeships-and-traineeships-april-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/institute-for-apprenticeships-and-technical-education-strategic-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/level-2-and-3-attainment-by-young-people-aged-19-in-2020
https://covidrecoverycommission.co.uk/covid-recovery-commission-sets-out-blueprint-for-a-national-prosperity-plan-to-boost-growth-and-living-standards-over-the-next-decade/
https://covidrecoverycommission.co.uk/covid-recovery-commission-sets-out-blueprint-for-a-national-prosperity-plan-to-boost-growth-and-living-standards-over-the-next-decade/
https://labour.org.uk/press/labour-leader-pledges-to-back-opportunities-for-young-people-to-earn-and-learn-as-new-data-exposes-conservatives-failure-to-deliver-on-promises/
https://labour.org.uk/press/labour-leader-pledges-to-back-opportunities-for-young-people-to-earn-and-learn-as-new-data-exposes-conservatives-failure-to-deliver-on-promises/
https://www.progressive-policy.net/publications/how-to-build-back-better-boost-basic-skills
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Scotland 

• Institute for Fiscal Studies - Lack of credibility unites manifesto offering of three biggest Scottish parties 

• Universities Scotland - What’s in the manifestos for higher education? 

 

Consultation Watch 

New consultations 

• Department for Education - Flexi-job apprenticeships: reshaping the role of apprenticeship training agencies 

Closing: 31/05/2021 

 

What’s happening in Parliament next week 
 
Parliament prorogued on Thursday 29 April. It will return for the Queen's Speech on Tuesday 11 May 

 

https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/15412
https://www.universities-scotland.ac.uk/whats-in-the-manifestos-for-higher-education/
http://email.comms.dehavilland.co.uk/c/eJxdj0FuwyAQRU8TbyoQYJyQBQurSXc9xBjGhgaDBThub1-y6KbSSPOf9Eajb7UFrtTceS2Y4EwKzgcphoFyym_n8Xrn_F2w83gXt5NkJq1roRYdPH0IEC01ie6PzumLAdVfJR-s4ZYxZaZ-mpWchDQX1veqC9rVupVTP57ER5vjOOiSnu26QQuY44qxNjAplj1UqL6FxnPAb0--0kRg23JzvMHi_FZIbhs2HxdSHZKcApI0_7NIzeDjy4EFo_FYuqwfM-ZlLym2Tg7Bvqr8vY3mp7Vau6o_Ie4Q3saAuf4C3dVkbA
http://email.comms.dehavilland.co.uk/c/eJxdj0FuwyAQRU8TbyoQYJyQBQurSXc9xBjGhgaDBThub1-y6KbSSPOf9Eajb7UFrtTceS2Y4EwKzgcphoFyym_n8Xrn_F2w83gXt5NkJq1roRYdPH0IEC01ie6PzumLAdVfJR-s4ZYxZaZ-mpWchDQX1veqC9rVupVTP57ER5vjOOiSnu26QQuY44qxNjAplj1UqL6FxnPAb0--0kRg23JzvMHi_FZIbhs2HxdSHZKcApI0_7NIzeDjy4EFo_FYuqwfM-ZlLym2Tg7Bvqr8vY3mp7Vau6o_Ie4Q3saAuf4C3dVkbA

