
 

 

 

 

Policy Watch  

Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

Ofqual has confirmed that students who receive a teacher assessed grade this summer in GCSE, AS or A-Level will 

be able to sit exams in the same subject in the autumn with no adaptations to exam papers to account for learning 

loss. The qualifications offered to any pupil that sits exams in the autumn will be determined by performance in an 

exam with no teacher assessment involved in the calculation. 

According to the latest Department for Education survey data, the number of pupils who were absent because of 

potential contact with COVID in schools has almost doubled in a week. Education unions, scientists and public 

health experts have written to the Education Secretary claiming that current rates of vaccination and not yet high 

enough to fully mitigate the impact of transmission of COVID-19 among children on community infection rates 

A consultation by the OfS and the DfE which suggested halving the amount of money spent on “high cost” HE 

education arts subjects including music, dance, drama and performing arts has received backlash. Artists and 

musicians say that the proposals would neglect the “cultural national health” if the “catastrophic” 50% cuts to funding 

materialise. 

This week Pearson published teacher survey data around online learning and launched new HE Innovation 

Awards (further details on both below). As well as including all previous editions of Policy Watch, our Policy Hub 

includes our latest policy blogs and recordings of events. 

 

Top stories 

The exams regulator has confirmed that students who receive a teacher assessed grade this summer in 

GCSE, AS or A-Level will be able to sit exams in the same subject in the autumn with no adaptations to 

exam papers to account for learning loss.  

• Following a consultation on arrangements for autumn this year, Ofqual said it has decided exam boards 

must offer exams in all GCSE and A level subjects, as well as AS exams in chemistry, further maths, maths 

and physics. Boards can offer other AS Level exams if they wish to. 

• The qualifications offered to any pupil that sits exams in the autumn will be determined by performance in an 

exam with no teacher assessment involved in the calculation. AS and A level exams will be held in October, 

while GCSE exams will take place in November and December. 

• A consultation outcome on the awarding on vocational and technical qualifications has also been published 

today which requires awarding bodies to make arrangements for assessments to all learners who are 

eligible to receive a result through a teacher assessed grade, should they wish to improve on it. 

 
  

https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/blogs.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/events.html
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYy9epswAACVKVP7JmAMBOJMxcEEE0JSGxTD4k8W_xLCgEDGD9Cn7dw5cdf77g5swN8fd-D-HwA9nRUDyUM_yQ2qKG4Z71sq47YBS113ztBXFV3XTBWQPOuLcWjZrzJDKUUs_ZaHkXLE8Pw_KDk_Py0W2W10A80gp1mJpore7G8ij2SBF5knYE2a9-JqRbvNo91c0OdLdBWi4M9EPeQ6xnbrlltpxdd5PqgRodCD0AsFccxwn0illZqwfzUCa16yuEa4MSK_z5bSwZy4Xb6dnK61t3qphGc3NFyeWZDELoGm4s-JtK_bDrHJlS788BuLZIDexVcUSUtUzWF8e-o0YxxJvsuSB_L8cJz9Ltq4Jy38OB-qVcycYmJBvB6SyW4qIZJ5HnSteC12vUrst9jPV97npR49mgZiXtOVlQqt0ys-XW20ptqjs0yhd7TCY5DhKOl4LRV5FDj7GADw5-cd-AK8P4u_&Z
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The number of pupils who were absent from because of potential contact with COVID in school has 

almost doubled in a week according to the latest attendance survey data.  

• The data shows that nearly 47,000 pupils were off last Thursday compared with 25,200 on Thursday 22 

April. The number of isolating pupils because of suspected cases has also increased over the same period. 

There was only a slight increase in the number of confirmed cases. 

 

Education unions, scientists and public health experts have written to the Education Secretary claiming that 

current rates of vaccination and not yet high enough to fully mitigate the impact of transmission of COVID-

19 among children on community infection rates.  

• Concerns over the prevalence of ‘Long COVID’ were also highlighted in the letter. It warned that an 

estimated 43,000 children and 114,000 school staff are thought to be suffering from the condition. 

A consultation by the OfS and the DfE which suggested halving the amount of money spent on “high cost” 

HE education arts subjects including music, dance, drama and performing arts has received backlash. 

• Artists and musicians say that the proposals would neglect the “cultural national health” if the “catastrophic” 

50% cuts to funding materialise. 

• Under the plans, non-prioritised subject funding would be cut from £36m to £19m with savings being 

redirected to sectors deemed to be of higher priority such as nursing and computer science. 

Pearson news 

 

Pearson HE Innovate Awards 

This week Pearson launched the Pearson HE Innovate Awards, recognising innovation in teaching, learning & student 

support across UK Higher Education. Nominations close on 4th July, with the virtual Awards ceremony taking place 

on Thursday 16th September. The awards are supported by HEPI, LinkedIn learning, JISC, NEON, and Prospects. 

Find out more about the awards & how to enter  

 

Online learning teacher research 

Covid-19 has driven a step change in digital innovation in education, 

but where does its future now lie? Our #digitalclassroomsurvey with 

Teacher Tapp reveals educators’ thoughts on the benefits of online 

learning during the pandemic, the challenges to overcome and what 

the future could look like. Explore the results here 

 

 

  

http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHY3LdpswAAWVVVftnxgDggS6KgQnQPwgJAbMhoORZIEkMC8H_AH92q67rt3tnLlzwQr8-f4Avv0FoOOzrOVS310kkZe8aOqha7hUNAIomv5CPiCWNVkxVcAI7k5j39S_KM4Rz2t0k_uRD3ldzP8HdBjOP5dLfA_dgeglhGl-KfndvhFpZMtiif0vXvUvI3WsTbg2xRiFNrVSz6nESUnWfaBXK-6d3jutvEZksWijfCbB80bXVOi2n3E8bXuYxfPr09l22PlNLc6qGyTmYT_XPuSEsxpFO9IEbtAVB5SU9uvHcVIVPabqbmpdNk1hF-tHhA3ZaYPUb2PDErv98XGNRJrpZlWT2-kOVUN4dRbedB0ZbKyUaYTtvXCz-qTvq-7xdLD9oKWNWz57zEi0uOJPtqLLB9caPV_dx3Xf5BuENb1bu3RAcE7DdhFCO4N4zPhXGRnTxU-NrTqbby7cUlFucWaRJOUXAQD4_eMB_APlxY6S&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHZC7tppAAEXnVqmSP0ERRpBUIQoYhOtVBB8Na4CBGWF4P-74Afna1KmjaffaZxcHGODP1zfw5S8AbcFFiGZdO84YokVclX1bFbO4YmABl2bqyViE4kKTQJ7iNhu6qvxBMEoKVCZPuRuKHpUx_z8gfV9_n8_xK_QCrJslmKCRFi_7SWZDPo_n2J6CuyjtJ667xA9PkYH22Qf3HWdXNV3B1Xyjo0C3A0tHWhrdvRrhksuOKu8f7sJp29R6GHmzOxw-ubI7--35sfUTLazFsmrUaeTqOdTcHYOc9pMmrdJDxoYesf6uRGlyS9qVp3hY9imDosgbI3gfYMOsIBcU5O41o5WdOiJ4EdtyKZ1UjynhLf7lLreE2ifP3Iz1WiZXkUwDcXs9E_S2bvAtpytL0_OVu_2gk7kmzlJY3zPErqZEzI7T58_F5GhSOB4M5bBrxNvj-O7_hKmdZLFlirq90E-suMhww7zTUsCWEJgOzbhQyWZ6qXvaXA34gOnxDiM2fh7DqL54znnNUmVNo6ECAPz-9gb-AQ82n-c&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzJlppAAAB7Tjklf4KidmjMKSC4jOyMLXCZ1-xIsy9j-wHztTnnnDHXelUFVPDn-wv49heAnjJeIIuhnxcVKWjU1GPf0EXUVGAF4b7F2pqHcIPWoEyTPpuGpv6dJySmpI6_5GGiI6kj9j_Ix7H9tVwmz9ETVMMiTnIyF_Rpf5HFVC6jZfL6gW_bycyYZOft9hA-fLvRFHfHuGEMUqRQQ9LdE388tCIn4lKcucBHyJltv_sZs8lyTV0tVbj3z8zjH3dDPjGLhHfOyV5Tvnais7abi2S4-d4s5Hd4w54UXMdRQ2U5K1bRd6UT8j7OUXSnBoPIKOJY2PRhJKQrgx3yftUd9UQeHljLSO6JlmenFCux1gsyNsYc6R3El4t5SivVUHXWSTHfBrZSFOSIiSXMpJ7kt6K4ttX7UZMb4gy7HcKoTnGYsM06cmlrKv15S6S5CS7iuYLKXoj3vBly6D1LIXE_OFl_WOLbdbWJAACfP17AP_zDklY&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzLVoJAAEDHVav6E5CXyLRKEFMDDA8guvEQjEMwPJoZBPqAvrZ167LtPfdeYIPv-wm4-wGAklHSE5HRq1gl7yRtak4bIqZNBWRNW7WRo0iaps4VUF4QxR1r6qccJRlJ6uxPZh3hSZ2O_0HOefs4naLb6AYqJmYoT67v5Gb_EbErp-kUbfuoKOVusBYhlozAy8ONZY-BeeRuRWpliTEqx8LY24sPeDlB8jYOTtpdPKi_JD4t3e3W6YMo9iuWr6Wxf0ORgZQ5ldVXohdx68erOKyo2yuzc5HnHLI-ylpYemc3zda42am2UOBNapkHS5u7Tq0vQ8cuJSTA-Nk4kdKCYd52kcCOcvXBrWS-t0yvw8eTyXYD5-sINuZ1iXWf9NIxMMNge_Cw1c7w4KtqSp_RSmGv-mU8rM6Don8K0sHYO3TmXEnRxfy04YFgQjcM5B4A8PUwAb87y4Vm&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzLlpowAEAzq67aPwFBAmJXHRAcQEdlQCZuPAHCyxCQR1Q-oF_bddcdu73n3gss8Of7C_j2F4COPuYQi33HxRqXNGnY0DVUTJoayFCzxzAwJKjA5RJcMtLlY9-wXwXBKcUs_ZL7kQ6YJY__QTEM7c_ZjDxHT1D3YkoKzEv6tL-IOF5myYy4N7mS5Ot99botQiGIresWQhqcBNtGbkEXgoGSerPuD9n5fR_MZf_gBbB8ax2dSWtj3R4nPhCjVN3NvlH9MF7715DwauJUh4p7WnRePFoKi_wqR7G6NE1k9rCWT8q5MT8w24_h4-NmOW97VifutL0PkYV2U2QoSiiUXRoTxcoVP7UlviOoH9WjEyPvYbfxLah0zIf8yIMsbO3Oi6Kcy9NNuFSbmAYmWeG7rSuvpFzt9E-jtBuunzUtWPEO-8540CXdWSwqyOaF6mVZesy8T63vMJKRp50d9H7yDwCA3z9ewD9ye4sV&Z
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicHYzJdqJAAAA7pzll_kQERIQ5BR6LiiCgBMKF19BgK5s0m_AB-dqcc06ca72qAir4en0Bf74BIMXEcpBqyUCV8FokddWRuqCSugQMx2u9d5ZpbsWJIsizlFz6tq7ecApRASv0K7d90cEqmf4HuOvu_5bL9Dl6grKlUIrhcC2e9i-h-nyZLNP9-H4W-iNWJHPxaDiiNZrLaBtuJ9FlbwvO5sPmJZ5uVHo7I3HI3UM8tRo769OYiwaT9Tze0IrESIVbrFBikFzYjspZUo07ZrFO2ypn3hA7clGGxknnhduhF5lS9shKyeW9kcTpzcLk7qTjVFRVtZ9hhvjd3I3mSTQjnpmDh1_OUNByexc2yDoRy_NuC_faDJfu_TjIsQo_jJBbmbMZqLIiB5dBw2FcO7VwGT0friN7HQaOdzIELYrNJh1Mti1Lo9TMyOLn2IrZ7OxXhqX7-gyP6wBJ03qzc-VsIUyHhB30Le871TaM4T4ivYUfDgDg8-8L-AEPbpPY&Z
https://heinnovate.co.uk/awards/
https://heinnovate.co.uk/awards/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/issues/edtech/research-and-insights.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/issues/edtech/research-and-insights.html
https://heinnovate.co.uk/awards/
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Pearson tweet of the week  

 

Other news  
 

Regulators 

• Ofqual - Ofqual confirms autumn assessment arrangements 

• Ofqual - Consultation Outcome: Consultation on autumn assessment opportunities for VTQ and other 

general qualifications 

• Ofqual - Consultation Outcome: Consultation on arrangements for an autumn 2021 exam series 

 

Schools 

• FFT education data lab: Have disadvantaged pupils fallen further behind during the pandemic? 

• Education Policy Institute (EPI) - Choosing schools during a pandemic 

• Department for Education - Reception Baseline Assessment Equality Impact Assessment 

• Department for Education - Attendance in education and early years settings during the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak: 23 March 2020 to 29 April 2021 

• Labour Party - Kate Green responds to statements by Paul Whiteman NAHT General Secretary that funding 

cuts are forcing schools to make redundancies 

• BAE - Coding Success programme launches to help teachers boost coding and robotics skills 

 

Further Education & Skills 

• Department for Education - Apprenticeships and traineeships: April 2021 

• Education and Skills Funding Agency - ESFA Update: 5 May 2021 

• Damian Hinds MP - T Levels – the NexT Level Qualification 

• British Chambers of Commerce - Landmark Skills Training Report Calls For Major Reboot Of The System  

 

Higher Education 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-confirms-autumn-assessment-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-autumn-assessment-opportunities-for-vtqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-arrangements-for-an-autumn-2021-exam-series
https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2021/05/have-disadvantaged-pupils-fallen-further-behind-during-the-pandemic/
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/blog-choosing-schools-during-a-pandemic/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/983894/Reception_Baseline_Assessment_Equality_Impact_Assessment.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak-23-march-2020-to-29-april-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak-23-march-2020-to-29-april-2021
https://labour.org.uk/press/kate-green-responds-to-statements-by-paul-whiteman-naht-general-secretary-that-funding-cuts-are-forcing-schools-to-make-redundancies/
https://labour.org.uk/press/kate-green-responds-to-statements-by-paul-whiteman-naht-general-secretary-that-funding-cuts-are-forcing-schools-to-make-redundancies/
https://www.baesystems.com/en/article/coding-success-programme-launches-to-help-teachers-boost-coding-and-robotics-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/apprenticeships-and-traineeships-april-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-5-may-2021
https://www.damianhinds.com/news/t-levels-next-level-qualification
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/news/2021/05/landmark-skills-training-report-calls-for-major-reboot-of-the-system
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• Russell Group - Realising Our Potential: Strengthening UK Research Culture & Environment 

• ONS - Coronavirus and higher education students: England, England, 15 April to 22 April 2021 

 

What’s happening in Parliament next week 
 
House of Commons 
 
Tuesday 11th May 2021 

• The State Opening of Parliament will take place. The House will meet at 11.25am for the Queen’s Speech. 

• Debate on the Queen's Speech (Day 1) 

 
Wednesday 12th May 2021 

• Debate on the Queen's Speech (Day 2) 

 
Thursday 13th May 2021 

• Debate on the Queen's Speech (Day 3) 

 
House of Lords 
 
Tuesday 11th May 2021 

• State Opening of Parliament (11.30am)  

• Motion for Humble Address (4.00pm) 

 
Wednesday 12th May 2021 

• Debate on the Address - Economy, business, health and education - Baroness Berridge and Lord Callanan 

 

https://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/news/realising-our-potential-backing-talent-and-strengthening-uk-research-culture-and-environment/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandhighereducationstudents/england15aprilto22april2021

