
 

 

 

 

Policy Watch  

Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

The Secretary of State, Nadhim Zahawi, trailed the upcoming Schools White Paper in his address to the ASCL 

annual conference, reiterating his focus on literacy and numeracy. He announced that Oak National Academy will 

become a new arms-length curriculum body (a move questioned by some in the sector) and a continuation of the 

Education Endowment Foundation (EEF). The sector awaits the first education White Paper since 2016 with interest. 

 

Education catch up is once again in the headlines as the Education Committee published its much anticipated 

report into the National Tutoring Programme. Robert Halfon’s committee of MPs found “concerning evidence of 

inequality in learning during Covid” and questioned the effectiveness of the government’s current programme, in 

particular delivery partner Randstad. Following the publication of NTP figures which were below target, Nadhim 

Zahawi moved to shift funding towards the school-led part of the catch up programme. 

 

The NAO published its report into regulating the financial sustainability of English HE providers – timely given 

the recent government response to Augar. It found a rise in those with an in-year deficit and set out a number of 

recommendations, including improving the accountability and sector understanding of regulator, the OfS. 

 

And in Scotland, the government has announced reforms to support learners and teacher with the creation of three 

bodies to oversee improvement in education. They will replace the Scottish Qualifications Authority and Education 

Scotland. 

 

Top stories 

The Education Committee published its report following an inquiry into the effectiveness of the 

Government’s £5bn catch-up programme, including the National Tutoring Programme (NTP). 

• The cross-party group of MPs warns that the catch-up programme risks failing pupils who need it the most, 

leaving them facing an “epidemic of educational inequality”.  

• Disadvantaged pupils could be “five, six, seven – in the worst case scenarios – eight months behind” 

according to their regional data. There is also a mental health crisis, with one in six children now suffering 

from a probable mental health disorder. 

• The report finds that delivery partner Randstad is not delivering on its targets, and calls on the Government 

to prove the NTP’s value, or else terminate its contract with Randstad. 

• It recommends that any future initiatives should direct funding to schools using existing mechanisms for 

identifying disadvantage such as pupil premium eligibility. Schools should then be held accountable for how 

they spend their catch-up funding. 

 
  

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/news/161687/disadvantaged-pupils-facing-epidemic-of-educational-inequality/
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The Department for Education has published details of how many tutoring courses pupils have started 

since the National Tutoring Programme (NTP) began in 2020. 

• As of 27th February, DfE estimates that at least 1,031,000 starts had been made by pupils on courses 

through the NTP. This is across the 2020 to 2021 academic year and the 2021 to 2022 academic year. This 

is well below the government’s target. 

• 532,000 starts were through school led tutoring. 

• 114,000 starts were through tuition partners. 

• 74,000 starts were through academic mentors. 

• Nadhim Zahawi has announced £65 million of the funding originally for the NTP’s approved tutors and 

academic mentor routes will now go into school-led tutoring. 

 

The National Audit Office (NAO) published its report into regulating the financial sustainability of 

universities and other HE providers in England. 

• The proportion of providers with an in-year deficit, even after adjusting for the impact of pension deficits, 

increased from 5% in 2015/16 to 32% in 2019/20. Financial stress is not confined to one part of the sector. 

A-level grade inflation distorted the higher education market and increased financial risk for some providers. 

• The OfS lacks a strong measure with which to judge the value for money students get from their courses.  

• Recommendations include: DfE should review, improve, and agree with the OfS the key performance 

measures and other indicators it uses to hold the OfS to account; and the OfS should communicate more 

effectively with the sector to build trust in its approach as a regulator. 

 

The early years foundation Kindred2 has published the results of their second annual ‘school readiness’ 

survey of school professionals  

• Conducted on their behalf by YouGov, the survey found that half of all children are not ready to start school 

in the UK.  

• There is a sense among teaching professionals that there has been an increase this year in the proportion 

of children arriving unprepared for primary school in comparison with previous years.  

• Some of the more commonly reported behaviours of children starting Reception are not being able to follow 

simple instructions, not having basic number skills, struggling to hold a pencil, and struggling to play/share 

with others.  

 

The Sutton Trust has published new research looking at careers guidance provision in secondary schools 

across England  

• It finds that, while there have been recent improvements, there is still too much variability – particularly 

between state and private schools. State school pupils are more likely to report not having taken part in 

careers related activities (38%) compared to pupils at private schools (23%). Worryingly around a third 

(36%) of secondary school students do not feel confident in their next steps in education and training. 

• The report makes several recommendations, including a call for a new national strategy on careers 

education, a core ‘careers structure’ for provision in schools, all secondary schools to be part of a Careers 

Hub, and support for employability and career education should be seen as a key part of catch-up plans for 

education post pandemic. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-tutoring-programme-courses-started-up-to-february-2022
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/regulating-the-financial-sustainability-of-higher-education-providers-in-england/?slide=1
https://www.kindredsquared.org.uk/half-of-all-children-not-ready-to-start-school-according-to-national-survey/
https://www.kindredsquared.org.uk/half-of-all-children-not-ready-to-start-school-according-to-national-survey/
https://www.suttontrust.com/news-opinion/all-news-opinion/pupils-four-times-less-likely-to-say-they-have-received-substantial-guidance-on-apprenticeships-than-university/
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The Lifelong Education Commission (LEC) published a report exploring how a place-based approach to 

education and skills can transform lifelong learning.  

• This builds on the experience and practice of partners in Doncaster to establish a local ‘Talent and 

Innovation Ecosystem’. The report argues that Local Learning & Skills System is critical to levelling up deep-

seated inequalities, and skills provision has to be organised at the local level if low-skill regions like 

Doncaster are to thrive. 

• Recommendations for government include: the introduction of a statutory right to retrain regardless of prior 

attainment, the removal of all restrictions on engaging in training for individuals receiving welfare benefits; 

and pause the decision to defund BTECs indefinitely until the T Level programme is more established 

 
The Scottish Government has announced the creation of three national organisations drive 
improvement in education. 

• A new public body will be responsible for developing and awarding qualifications, replacing the Scottish 

Qualifications Authority (SQA). 

• A national agency for education will see Education Scotland (ES) replaced.  

• A new and independent inspectorate body will be created. It will develop new inspection models and help to 

assess the overall performance of Scottish education. 

 

APPG Youth Employment to launch paper on The Impact of Vocational Qualifications on Young People's 

Employability and Labour Market Outcomes, following inquiry 

• To sign up to attend the online launch event, click here (15th March – 9am-10am) 

 

Pearson news 

Girls’ Education Skills Partnership Learning is a powerful force for change. 

We are proud to be part of the Girls’ Education Skills Partnership. Pearson is one 

of 11 businesses working with UK Government to improve girls’ access to 

education and employment in developing countries. Read more here 

 

Pearson tweet of the week  

 

 

 

https://www.lifelongeducation.uk/post/press-release-a-local-learning-skills-system-is-critical-to-levelling-up
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-national-education-bodies/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/impact-of-vocational-qualifications-on-young-peoples-employment-outcomes-tickets-289350805047
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-and-global-businesses-in-new-20-million-partnership-to-educate-girls-in-developing-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-and-global-businesses-in-new-20-million-partnership-to-educate-girls-in-developing-countries
https://wonkhe.com/wp-content/wonkhe-uploads/2022/02/Belonging-and-inclusion-survey-Wonkhe-Pearson-Feb-22.pdf
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Other news  
 

Parliamentary 

• Education Committee: Is the Catch-up Programme fit for purpose? 

• National Audit Office: Regulating the financial sustainability of higher education providers in England 

• Ten Minute Rule Motion: Institutes of Technology (Royal Charter) 

• Commons: National Tutoring Programme and Adult Education 

• Ministerial correction: Higher Education Reform 

• Commons statement: National Shipbuilding Strategy 

• Lords: Green Skills 

• Lords: Horizon Europe  

 

 

Regulatory and funding bodies 

• Ofqual: Vocational and other qualifications quarterly: October to December 2021 

• Ofqual: Student guide to exams and formal assessments in 2021 to 2022 

• ESFA Update: 9 March 2022 

• ESFA: UK Shipbuilding Skills Taskforce 

• ESFA: 2022 Top 100 Apprenticeship Employers ranking open for entries 

• ESFA: Letters to parents and students from Minister Donelan for National Careers Week 

• IfATE: Institute chair sets out skills vision at special House of Lords event 

 

Schools 

• Education Committee: Disadvantaged pupils facing 'epidemic' of educational inequality   

• DfE/MoJ: Education, children’s social care and offending 

• Education Secretary promises to harness ‘energy and expertise’ of teachers 

• National tutoring programme: courses started up to February 2022 

• Evidence to the STRB: 2022 pay award for school staff  

• IFS: The even longer squeeze on teacher pay 

• Kindred2: Half of all children not ready to start school – according to national survey 

• Sutton Trust: Pupils four times less likely to say they have received guidance on apprenticeships than 

university   

• Where are England’s Children? Interim findings from the Children’s Commissioner’s Attendance Audit 

 

Further Education & Skills 

• UK Shipbuilding Taskforce launched to boost skills and jobs 

• Lifelong Education Committee: Learning Ecosystems: A new model for levelling up skills in Doncaster  

• Apprenticeships APPG: Supporting apprenticeships in the Ministry of Defence (MoD) – report 

 

Higher Education 

• Number of early career teachers and mentors participating in the early career framework.  

• Education Sector Advisory Group minutes 

• NAO: Regulating the financial sustainability of higher education providers in England  

https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/9251/documents/160043/default/
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/regulating-the-financial-sustainability-of-higher-education-providers-in-england/?slide=1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-03-08/debates/D17F7466-ADF4-4A34-B888-AA9FB002756A/InstitutesOfTechnology(RoyalCharter)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-03-09/debates/618B80FF-A593-4B9C-A597-87A373EC82F1/NationalTutoringProgrammeAndAdultEducation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-03-09/debates/53F31265-3E30-4A38-8DF9-366885805A73/Education
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-03-10/debates/F2551DBD-7206-47E9-88DB-CD8B3B5DD849/NationalShipbuildingStrategy
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-03-09/debates/536992D2-AAE1-4D07-A709-82A33264C474/GreenSkills
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-03-09/debates/642339AF-E16F-4DCC-B964-AD6D83CBC86C/HorizonEurope
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/vocational-and-other-qualifications-quarterly-october-to-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-exams-and-formal-assessments-in-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/esfa-update-9-march-2022
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-shipbuilding-skills-taskforce
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2022-top-100-apprenticeship-employers-ranking-open-for-entries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-to-parents-and-students-from-minister-donelan-for-national-careers-week
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/about/newshub/news-events/institute-chair-sets-out-skills-vision-at-special-house-of-lords-event/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/news/161687/disadvantaged-pupils-facing-epidemic-of-educational-inequality/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-childrens-social-care-and-offending
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/education-secretary-promises-to-harness-energy-and-expertise-of-teachers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-tutoring-programme-courses-started-up-to-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evidence-to-the-strb-2022-pay-award-for-school-staff
https://ifs.org.uk/publications/15989
https://www.kindredsquared.org.uk/half-of-all-children-not-ready-to-start-school-according-to-national-survey/
https://www.suttontrust.com/news-opinion/all-news-opinion/pupils-four-times-less-likely-to-say-they-have-received-substantial-guidance-on-apprenticeships-than-university/
https://www.suttontrust.com/news-opinion/all-news-opinion/pupils-four-times-less-likely-to-say-they-have-received-substantial-guidance-on-apprenticeships-than-university/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/where-are-englands-children-interim-findings-from-the-childrens-commissioners-attendance-audit/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-shipbuilding-taskforce-launched-to-boost-skills-and-jobs--2
https://www.lifelongeducation.uk/research-1/learning-ecosystems%3A-a-new-model-for-levelling-up-skills-in-doncaster
https://connectpa.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/APPG-Apprenticeships-MOD-Inquiry-Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/number-of-early-career-teachers-and-mentors-participating-in-the-early-career-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-sector-advisory-group-minutes
https://www.nao.org.uk/press-release/regulating-the-financial-sustainability-of-higher-education-providers-in-england/
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• University APPG: APPG summary - 22 February- Access and Participation 

 

Scotland 

• New national education bodies 

• Apprenticeships key to supporting NHS 

 

Wales 

• Minister sets out plans to support further education sector  

• Renew and reform: supporting learners' wellbeing and progression 

• Initial Teacher Education priority subject incentives: guidance for students  

• Oral Statement: Stronger, Fairer, Greener Wales: A Plan for Employability and Skills 

• Written Statement: Professional Qualifications Bill 

 

Northern Ireland 

• McIlveen announces £200,000 investment in GCSE Revision eBooks 

 

Consultation Watch 

 

Ongoing consultations 

• Public Accounts Committee: Financial sustainability of the higher education sector in England Closes: 14 

March 2022 

• DfE: Teacher misconduct: regulating the teaching profession Closes: 14 March 2022 

• OfS: A new approach to regulating student outcomes Closes: 17 March 2022 

• The Teaching Excellence Framework Closes: 17 March 2022 

• Constructing student outcome and experience indicators for use in OfS regulation Closes: 17 March 2022 

• Education Committee: Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) Closes: 17 March  

• Education, Young People and Children Committee (Scottish Parliament): Impact of COVID on Education 

Closes: 25 March 2022 

• Department for Education: School attendance: improving consistency of support Closes: 28 March 2022 

• DfE: Revised behaviour in schools guidance and suspension and permanent exclusions guidance  

Closes: 31 March 2022 

• Wales: Changes to current school assessment arrangements and local authority prospectus Closes: 1 April  

• DfE: Changes to the School Admission Appeals Code Closes: 3 April 2022 

• Wales: Statutory induction of newly qualified teachers in Wales Closes: 8 April 2022 

• Ofqual: Regulating academic and technical qualifications at level 3 Closes: 20 April 2022 

• Review of post-15 qualifications at level 2 and below in England Closes: 27 April 2022 

• Lifelong loan entitlement Closes: 6 May 2022 

• Higher Education reform Closes: 6 May 2022 

• Wales: Draft framework for Welsh in English medium education Closes: 13 May 2022 

• Wales: New registration categories for the Education Workforce Council Closes: 24 May 2022 

 

 

https://universityappg.co.uk/resources/notes-speaker-meetings/appg-summary-22-february-access-and-participation
https://www.gov.scot/news/new-national-education-bodies/
https://www.gov.scot/news/apprenticeships-key-to-supporting-nhs/
https://gov.wales/minister-sets-out-plans-support-further-education-sector
https://gov.wales/renew-and-reform-supporting-learners-wellbeing-and-progression
https://gov.wales/initial-teacher-education-priority-subject-incentives-guidance-students
https://gov.wales/oral-statement-stronger-fairer-greener-wales-plan-employability-and-skills
https://gov.wales/written-statement-professional-qualifications-bill
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/news/mcilveen-announces-ps200000-investment-gcse-revision-ebooks
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6435/financial-sustainability-of-the-higher-education-sector-in-england/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/teacher-misconduct-regulating-the-teaching-profession
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/publications/student-outcomes-and-teaching-excellence-consultations/student-outcomes/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/publications/student-outcomes-and-teaching-excellence-consultations/the-tef/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/publications/student-outcomes-and-teaching-excellence-consultations/outcome-and-experience-data/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6472/careers-education-information-advice-and-guidance-ceiag/
https://engage.parliament.scot/group/12474
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/school-attendance-improving-consistency-of-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revised-behaviour-in-schools-guidance-and-suspension-and-permanent-exclusions-guidance
https://gov.wales/changes-current-school-assessment-arrangements-and-local-authority-prospectus
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-admissions-team/changes-to-the-school-admission-appeals-code/
https://gov.wales/statutory-induction-newly-qualified-teachers-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/regulating-academic-and-technical-qualifications-at-level-3
https://consult.education.gov.uk/post-16-qualifications-review-team/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-2-and-be/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/lifelong-loan-entitlement/lifelong-loan-entitlement-consultation/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education-reform/higher-education-he-reform/
https://gov.wales/draft-framework-welsh-english-medium-education
https://consult.education.gov.uk/post-16-qualifications-review-team/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-2-and-be/
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What’s happening in Parliament next week 
 

Monday 14 March 

House of Commons 

• Professional Qualifications Bill – remaining stages 

 

Lords Committees 

• Children and Families Act 2014 Committee: Oral evidence 

 

All-Party Parliamentary Groups 

• APPG on Parental Participation in Education 

 

Tuesday 15 March 

Commons Committees 

• Education Committee: Education challenges facing children and young people from Gypsy, Roma and 

Traveller backgrounds (with Schools Minister Robin Walker) 

 

All-Party Parliamentary Groups 

• APPG for Youth Employment 

• APPG on Apprenticeships 

 

Wednesday 16 March 

Commons Committees: 

• Science and Technology Committee: Diversity and inclusion in STEM 

 

Lords Committees: 

• Public Services Committee: Designing a public services workforce fit for the future 

 

All-Party Parliamentary Groups 

• APPG on Universities 

• APPG on Sixth Form Education 

 


