
 

 

 

 

Policy Watch  

Your guide to what’s happening in the world of education 

 

The week in a nutshell 

With Parliament prorogued ahead of the Queen’s Speech and local election purdah it has been a quieter week. 

That’s not to say it has been quiet. Ofqual published its three-year plan to 2025. There was a heavy emphasis on 

the potential use of technology in assessment – which chimes with the findings of the recent Future of Qualifications 

and Assessment research published by Pearson. 

 

The week began with Nadhim Zahawi calling upon schools to make use of the National Tutoring Programme, 

following the recent change to concentrate on school led tutoring.  

 

Next week sees the State Opening of Parliament and the Queen’s Speech. Given the recent Schools White 

Paper and the SEND Green Paper, expect education Bills to feature on this Government’s legislative programme. A 

“Levelling Up Bill” is also expected with could cover elements of education and skills given the targets in those 

areas. 

 

Next week also sees the publication of the latest paper in the Pearson Spotlight policy series, covering Onscreen 

Assessment. These papers draw upon desk research, public polling, and expert round tables. 

 

Top stories 

Ofqual publishes three-year corporate plan (2022-2025) 

• The plan sets out its ambition for the future of qualifications that are sought after, fair, accessible, valued 

and world class. 

• It sets out four priorities: quality and fairness for students and apprentices; clarity, effectiveness, and 

efficiency in the qualifications market; shaping the future of assessment and qualifications; developing 

Ofqual as an effective, expert regulator and inclusive employer. 

• Ofqual will work with awarding organisations to harness greater innovation and the use of technology to 

promote assessments that are valid, efficient, and implemented safely in the interests of students. 

• This will include the exploration of the potential use of adaptive testing, including specifically as a potential 

replacement for tiering in certain GCSEs. 

 

Ofqual publishes response to the Government’s review of post-16 qualifications at Level 2 and below 

• Ofqual say they support the Government’s aims “as the interests of students and apprentices of all ages 

underpin our regulation”, but also advise that the Government re-consider the phases proposed for the 

implementation of the reforms. 

• At present, there is a risk that the large number of proposed groupings are not sufficiently clear or 

straightforward for students and others to differentiate between. 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/future-of-assessment.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/future-of-assessment.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/news-and-policy/spotlight.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofquals-corporate-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/qualifications-at-level-2-and-below-consultation-response/qualifications-at-level-2-and-below-consultation-response
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• To address this, Ofqual’s expert opinion is that it would be helpful further to segment, and define, the 

provision based on aspects such as qualification purpose – in effect, combining those of the 17 proposed 

groupings that have common features. 

• The timings, which now coincide with the delayed Level 3 implementation, poses significant risks in terms 

of system capacity, which may impact on students’ ability to engage with the new provision. 

 

The Office of the Independent Adjudicator on Higher Education (OIAHE) publishes Annual Report  

• The report shows a further increase in the number of complaints received and once again their highest ever 

figure. 

• OIAHE received 2,763 new complaints in 2021, 6% more than in 2020 (2,604), the highest ever number. In 

addition, they received one complaint from a large group of students. 

• As in 2020, focus in the sector was dominated by responding to the continuing impact of coronavirus. As the 

pandemic entered its second year, the challenges faced by students and providers continued to evolve and 

this was reflected in complaints – including service issues, which covers teaching, course delivery, 

supervision and course-related facilities. 

 

 

Pearson news 

Workplace connectivity in a hybrid landscape WEBINAR Pearson is supporting Mental Health First Aid 

England’s event about the nuances of workplace loneliness, exploring themes including how we reconnect people 

through fun and laughter, and combat the isolation that comes from finance-related stress in a time where many are 

worried about the rising costs of living. Learn more and register today 

 

Pearson tweets of the week  

 
 

 
Other news  
 

Parliamentary 

• The UK Parliament prorogued on Thursday 28 April, and will return with the State Opening of Parliament 

and Queen’s Speech on Tuesday 10 May. 

 

https://www.oiahe.org.uk/resources-and-publications/latest-news-and-updates/oia-publishes-annual-report-for-2021/
https://bit.ly/3xAeFcu
https://bit.ly/3xAeFcu
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/fe-college-educators/btec-blog/2022/05/artist-and-activist-samo-becomes-btec-ambassador-for-creative-ar.html


 

 
 

Policy Watch 

Week ending Friday 6 May 2022 

 

3 

Regulatory and funding bodies 

• ESFA Update: 4 May 2022 

• Ofsted: Board meetings 2021 minutes 

• Ofqual: Response to review of post-16 qualifications at level 2 and below 

• Ofqual: 2022 regulatory burden statement 

• Ofqual: Corporate plan and programme of work for 2022 to 2025 

• Ofqual: Guidance on data submission processes for End-Point Assessment (EPA) Flexibilities  

• QAA: Conversations across the quality continuum in QAA Annual Conference 

• QAA launches international associate membership 

• QAA publishes podcast on academic credit 

 

Schools 

• Education Secretary urges remaining schools to participate in National Tutoring Programme 

• Secretary of State letter to schools and local authorities about supporting Ukrainian children to integrate into 

English schools 

• DfE publishes guidance and data on school attendance 

• Barnardo's report warns children are being "bounced around" care system 

 

Further Education & Skills 

• DCMS publishes research on cyber security skills in UK labour market 2022 

• Ofqual advises government to reconsider phasing of level 2 and below reforms 

• DfE publishes guidance for employer representative bodies on new Local Skills Improvement Plans 

 

Higher Education 

• Minister Donelan warns universities to bring back face-to-face teaching or pay the price in interview 

• OIAHE: Latest annual report shows new record number of complaints 

 

Wales 

• Attendance review: implications of the COVID-19 pandemic for school attendance 

• Schools’ Covid guidance aligned to businesses and other workplaces 

• Oral Statement: School Attendance (3 May 2022) 

• Written Statement: Public Health Advice for Schools: Coronavirus (5 May 2022) 

• National data collection (NDC): technical completion notes for schools and local authorities 

• Appointment of new members to the Board of the National Academy for Educational Leadership announced 

Written Statement: Outcome of consultation on changes to current school assessment arrangements and 

local authority prospectus (4 May 2022) 
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Consultation Watch 

 

Closing consultations  

• Lifelong loan entitlement Closes: 6 May 2022 

• Higher Education reform Closes: 6 May 2022 

• DfT: Transport labour market and skills Closes: 9 May 2022 

• Changes to Social Work England's regulatory framework Closes 11 May 2022 

• Wales: Draft framework for Welsh in English medium education Closes: 13 May 2022 

 

Ongoing consultations 

• Office for Students: Working in partnership to improve international student integration and experience 

Closes: 16 May 2022 

• Wales: Subordinate legislation under the Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021 Closes: 17 May  

• Free early education for 2-year-olds with no recourse to public funds (NRPF) Closes 20 May 2022 

• Public Accounts Committee: Secure training centres and secure schools Closes: 23 May 2022 

• Wales: New registration categories for the Education Workforce Council Closes: 24 May 2022 

• Supporting schools that are not making necessary improvements Closes 28 May 2022 

• SEND Review: Right support, right place, right time Closes 29 May 2022 

• Scotland: Children’s Care and Justice Bill - consultation on policy proposals Closes: 22 June 2022 

• Scotland: Home education guidance Closes 13 July 2022 

 

What’s happening in Parliament next week 

Tuesday 10 May 2022 

Commons Chamber 

Main Business 

11:30am: State Opening of Parliament 

 

Lords Chamber 

Main Business 

11:30am: State Opening of Parliament 

3:30pm: Motion for Humble Address 

Wednesday 11 May 2022 

Commons Committees 
Public Accounts Committee (1:30pm, The Grimond Room) 

DfE Recall: SEND Review, Schools White Paper and the National Tuition Programme 
Witnesses: Susan Acland-Hood, Permanent Secretary, Indra Morris, Director General of Families Group, and Stephanie Brivio, 
Acting Director of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and Alternate Provision, at Department for Education 

 

Lords Chamber 

Main Business 

Debate of the Address: Levelling up, communities and transport 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/lifelong-loan-entitlement/lifelong-loan-entitlement-consultation/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education-reform/higher-education-he-reform/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transport-labour-market-and-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/changes-to-social-work-englands-regulatory-framework
https://gov.wales/draft-framework-welsh-english-medium-education
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/publications/working-in-partnership-to-improve-international-student-integration-and-experience/
https://gov.wales/subordinate-legislation-under-curriculum-and-assessment-wales-act-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/free-early-education-for-2-year-olds-with-no-recourse-to-public-funds-nrpf
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6678/secure-training-centres-and-secure-schools/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/post-16-qualifications-review-team/review-of-post-16-qualifications-at-level-2-and-be/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/intervention-policy-team/schools-that-are-not-making-necessary-improvements/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-review-division/send-review-2022/
https://consult.gov.scot/children-and-families/childrens-care-and-justice-reforms/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/home-education-guidance-consultation/

